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IRON STREET SYNAGOGUE: This was the home of Rod i
I s as ef Sholom Co t f i -
five years., Ground was broken for the building in 1904, the cornerstone laid ;grig?);ogndozh: pﬁi?i’;ggf)ﬂyhefl%ﬂyi'n

1906. The last High Holy Day services in this buildi i i
p M o ibrinic € o Ml Al - 1:15 Wle st:;%n\t\jere conducted in 1950, for by the following year the Con-
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Chapter Four

The Synagogue

ITH the legal requirements met,
the next order of business was the
election of officers. The written
record of the Congregation does
not begin until October, 1904, and
events of the years between 1899
and 1904 are shrouded in the mists of memory.

Thus, it cannot be established definitely
which of the founders had the honor of being
the first president of Congregation Rodef Sho-
lom. Newspaper accounts of 1906 refer to Isaac
Cohen as the first president, but this report
apparently called upon recollections of an elec-
tion seven years earlier and may not be ac-
curate. Another historian of the present Con-
gregation states that Jacob Fisher was the first
president; still another believes the chair to
have been occupied first by Max Beerman.

It is most probable that all three, and per-
haps several others, served as president in the
1899-1904 period. The names of the other
original officers, unfortunately, cannot be de-
termined either, but quite likely were chosen
from among the same group which had led the
movement for formal organization.

The Congregation had outgrown the room
in Reverend Kaminsky's house and the quar-
ters which had been taken previously in the
then-new Ellis Building were too small for the
High Holy Days. There was but one answer
to the problem: build a Synagogue.

The section around Iron Street and River
Avenue by this time had become increasingly
populated by Orthodox Jewry, the new ar-
rivals probably being drawn there by the prox-
imity to Reverend Kaminsky's home at 36
River Avenue. Further impetus for moves to
to this location was provided by the opening
in the latter part of 1903 of a Kosher meat
market by David Fainberg. In partnership with
Daniel Beerman, Mr. Fainberg started his shop
in the Meyer Pittler building, next door to the
present store conducted by Samuel Fainberg,
a nephew.

Iron Street, therefore, was considered the
best and most central location, easiest of ac-

cess by the majority of the Congregation, al-
though some favored a site on Franklin Street.

Accordingly, Rodef Sholom Congregation
paid $2,500 to Rudolph and Herminie Luebbert
for a tract fronting 21 feet on Iron Street and
extending back 160 feet. The two-story, frame
building, located where the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company baggage and express building
now is situated, had a storeroom on the first
floor. It is recalled that Meyer Pittler occupied
this storeroom at one time. The second floor,
with a little rearrangement of partitions, was
found suitable for services, Cheder and con-
gregational meetings.

[t is not known whether the Congregation
planned to tear down this building eventually
and erect a Synagogue on the site or whether
the place was to serve merely as a temporary
location. For it was at approximately the same
time that the Congregation also acquired a
property across the street. The latter site front-
ed 41 feet three inches on Iron Street and ex-
tended back 100 feet to Carden Alley. It was
purchased for $2,450 from R. D. and Mary ]J.
Davis.

It may be possible that after acquiring the
first property the Congregation learned the sec-
ond was for sale and decided that it would be
a more desirable location. Undoubtedly the
passing of trains at the rear of the original
building would have been a large factor in the
decision.

Financing, of course, was a prime consider-
ation, Therefore, at a meeting on October 9,
1904, a committee was appointed to engage the
famous Jewish orator, Rabbi H. Maslansky of
New York, to speak at a fund-raising banquet,
the proceeds to go into a building fund. The
same committee was empowered to sell the
first of the two properties acquired. Members
of that group were Solomon Holzman, Chair-
man; Adolph Gottdiener, Secretary; Max Beer-
man, Morris Berney, Morris Fruhlinger, Abra-
ham Heller, Samuel Malasky, Isaac Rabino-
witz and Max Weisberg.
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RABBI AARON M. ASHINSKY, of Pittsburg, Pa.

and CANTOR REV. SAUL GRAFMAN,
of the Cong. Beth Hamedrash Hagodol, Pittsburg, Pa.

Sunday, ﬂﬂ:xrrh 18th, 1905,
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- Jrogramme...

1-How beautiful are thy tents O Jacob! 2P}" '[’51'13 1205
CANTOR S. GRAFMAN, CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
2-LIGHTING THE PERPETUAL LAMP k) o} e ﬂp51
3-HANDING THE KEV TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGREGATIO!
4-OPENING PRAYER - - -
RABBI AARON M., ASHINSKY
5-Psarm CXVIIL., 26-29 - - T 232 NaT N
‘‘Blessed be He that cometh in the name of the Lord,” etc.,
CANTOR SAUL GRAFMAN
6-TAKING OUTTHE SCROLLS oF THE Law 01077 12D NNYY
‘‘Hear, O Israel!”’ etc.
CANTOR S.GRAFMAN, CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
Pz

T-CIRCUITS WITH THE SCROLLS annYes

DY NI PN T NIN
8-PRAYER FOR OFFICIALS OF FEDERAL AND LOCAL

MUNICIPAL, GOVERNMENTS

RABBI AARON M. ASHINSKY
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- Hrogramme...

9-Psara XXIV. (770 DYOnN) Mot b, oosen pan oy 1
CANTOR S. GRAFMAN CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA

10-DEPOSITING OF THE SCROLLS IN THE SZCKED ARK

D1 RANY [T, SNT BD NBAaR
11-ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP THE CITY MAVOR
MR. CHARLES YOUNG
12-DEDICATORY ADDRESS - - =
RABBI AARON M. ASHINSKY
13-PsaLmM XXX - - = AT SR AR
CANTOR S. GRAFMAN CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
14-PsatM CL, - - W1pa o8 195m oo
CANTOR S. GRAFMAN CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
15-BENEDICTION - - - moen
RABBI AARON M. ASHINSKY
16-HyMN . " L : 4 vy PN
BY MR. EDELSTEIN THE TEACHER

AND THE PUPILS OF JOHNSTOWN HEBREW SCHOOL.
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Officers. and Building Committer.

I. Rabinowitz. Pres.
M. Weisberg,
S. Kaminsky,

H. Silverstone, Vice Pre
Max Berman,

M. Berney,

A. Heller,

). Callet,

Hipsman,
A. Gottdiener,

S. Malasky, M. Caplan,
Wm. Teitelbaum, I. Neafach,

S. Holzman, Chairman Building Committee.
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Committer o Arraungments.

Wm. Teitelbaum, Chairman.

Philip Meyer,
Max Finkelson,
M. Beerman,
M. Fruhlinger,
Feinberg,

A. Slutzker,
A. Gottdiener,
H. Silverstone,
L. Neafach,
M. Weisberg,
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The committee moved rapidly—for the
Congregation’s minutes of October 31 report
the banquet in G. A. R. Hall, exactly one week
carlier, had brought in $1,946 for the building
fund. (The same minutes reveal the unanimous
election of Reverend Kaminsky for one year as
Shochet at $30 per month.)

A special meeting was called for December
11 of that year and those in attendance were
brought up to date on proceedings. Purchase
of the Davis property and down payment of
$1,000 were reported. The balance had been
borrowed at six per cent from the bank, but
Solomon Holzman subsequently took over that
mortgage and, as the minutes report, saved
Rodef Sholom $187, “for which the Con-
gregation thanked him."”

It also was reported that the “old Shul”
building, on which a $1,400 mortgage was out-
standing, had been sold to Mr. Bailey for
$3,100. A building committee was appointed by
President Isaac Rabinowitz to take charge of
all details in connection with construction of
the Synagogue and to remain in power until
after the Dedication. This group consisted of
Max Beerman, Morris Berney, Isaac Cohen,
Abraham Heller, Solomon Holzman, Max
Weisberg, T. J. Callet, Samuel Malasky, 1.
Rabinowitz, Maurice Kaplan and William
Teitelbaum.

Mr. Holzman was designated as chairman
of the Building Committee and eventually oth-
ers were added to the group, including Harry
Silverstone, Samuel Kaminsky, Morris Hips-
man, Adolph Gottdiener and Israel Neafach.

Striking a fairly modern-day note, the com-
mittee immediately decided to raffle a $250
piano with profits to go into the building fund.

In selling the frame building to William R.
and Albert R. Bailey, brothers engaged in the
plumbing business, the Congregation stipulated
that it would retain possession of the second
floor until the new Synagogue had been com-
pleted. An additional stipulation was that use
of thece quarters be rent free for one year.

(An interesting sidelight to the transaction with
the Baileys is found in the Cambria County deed
books in Ebensburg. The original deed was re-
corded January 4, 1905. A second deed is entered
June 17, 1910, stating that the first one was de-
fective in that it did not contain a record of
minutes showing that a majority of lay members
of the Congregation had approved the sale.

(The 1910 deed then notes that a meeting was
called by William Teitelbaum, president, and A. M.
Slutzker, secretary, for 8 p.m. March 13, 1910,
to empower the president to amend the deed for
real estate situated at 48 Iron Street and to convey
it to the Baileys. Property was conveyed following
the congregational meeting.)

Clipping from Daily Tribune, July 3, 1905
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ORATORY FEATURES
PLAGING OF STONB.

New Rodof Sholem Synaxo:ue%
Started with Elaborate ‘
Ceremonies.

BUILDING Fg, JND INCREASED.

Eloquent addresses, an elahorate

¢ banquet, and the raising of a substan-
tinl addition to the building fund, yes-
terday marked the ceremonies attend- |
ant upon the laying of the cornerstone
for the $20,000 synagogue being erected
hy the Rodof Sholem Hebrew congre-
gation on Iron street,
The exercises opened shortly after
2 o'clock with an address ‘n Hebrew

by Rabbi Aaron M. Ashinsky, of Pitts- |
burg. who. besides giving a brilliant

exposition of the genernl doctrines of®
Judaism, complimenteld the local peo-

ple upon their zeal in erecting such al
substantial house of worship. Follow- f
ing this 8. Holzmann, of Cambria City, |
with a bid of $80, gained the honor |
for his children of placing the corner-

stone. :

After adjourning to the site of the
synagogue ‘on Iron street and seeing’
the stone gwung into place, members
of the congregation and a large as-
gsemblage of friends listened to ad-
dresses by Mayor Charles Young, |
rabbi H. Kaminsky, and the Rev. E. A,
Hibler, pastor of the First Christian)
Church. In the copper box under the
cornerstone was placed a parchment
list of members. The stone itself is |
marked with the inscription “C. R. 8.—/
5665-1905." The initials are those of\
the name of the congregation, while
the numbers are those of the present
Hebhrew and Christian years. {

1. Rabinowitz, the Clinton-street
merchant, who is President of the
congregation, introduced the various
speakers and took a prominent part in
the proceedings.

At the conclusion of the formal cere-
monies another adjournment was madei
to G. A. R. Hall, where a jubilee ban-
quet had been prepared. Some more\
speeches were made here and a good |
round sum of money subscribed n
addition to that already raised for the
building fund. The Banquet Commit-
tee was composed of Max Beerman,\
Oscar Kaminsky, D. Feinberg, Abe
Heller, M. Kaplan, 8. Myerowitz, A.
Gottdiener, 5. Malasky, and William
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DEDICATION CEREMONIES
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. WERE VERY IMPRESSIVE
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MM Congregation’s New Synagogue (onsecrated o |
"' the Worship of God with the Full Ritualistic |
_ " Service of Hebrew Faith

ﬁ!thgroMa exerglees and im-
pressive ceremonies the new synagogue
of the local Orthodox Hebrew congre-
‘sation of Rodet Sholem on Iron stireet,
‘which has been completed but recent-

19, was formally dedloated. Tho event
was one of great iInterest and note to
:?: members of the faith In this vi-
ity and attracted & econgregation
gm ‘eompletely filled the handsome
oW Structure. A portion of thy ser-
~ ‘was in accordance with the pre-
bed ritual of the Jewish ohurch
and was very impressive.
L The de was In charge of
Rabbl A g.mx of the congre-
on of Beth Hamedrash Hagodol ¢
Pittsburg and Rabbl H. Kaminsky o
“the local congregation, who were as-
sisted by Saul Grafman, the cantor of
the Pittsburg oonsregation, and a
quintet of singers. The 28 wWere
opened at 2 o'clock In the afternoon
in the G. A. R, hall, where an aidress
was delivered in Hebrew tongue by
Rabbi Ashinsky. Following the ser-
vices here the congregation marehed
to the new synagogue on Irom sireet,
which had not yet heen opened. The
sale of the key, which carried the hon-
or of opening the door was carried out,
the key n{ sold to Mrs. Samuel
Ginsberg for $80. The cantor and his
singers then mang a psalm, after which
the congregation entered the building.
The program as published in The Dem-
ocrat Baturday morning was carrled
out. In addition to an eddress by
Mayor Charles Young, this included
prayer and the carrying out of a nume-
ber of Hebrew ritualistfo forms, A
pleasing portion of the program was
that rendered near the conclusion by
the children of the school, which 1s
conducted in common with the church.
The dedicatory exercises continued
unttl ‘about €:30 o'clock In the even-
ing, alter which a banguet was served
in the basement of the church. An
elaborate supper ahd been prepared by
the ladles of the congregation. At
the coneluslon of the supper Rabbl
minsky announced the presentation
on the part of 1. Neafach and his wife
' of a silver cup and altar cover. The
cup is used each Babbath eve ih a
ceremony consecrating  the Sabbath,
while the embroldered cloth is used at
marrigge ceremontes. H Malesky pre-
sented a handsome bible cover. In ad-
dition to thers glifts there wore many
substantial cash donations from the
memhers of the congregation, sums of
825 to $15 being subscribed very lib-
erally. Following the supper L A, 8il-
verstone acted am toastmaster and a

Power of the Jews in Johnstown.” Mp,
Cohen has heen In Johnetown for §7
years and touched more particularly on
things within his personel leo-
tion. The banquet concluded the for-
mal dedlcatory exercises and contine
ued until after § o'clock. The sere
vices were in charge of the Massrs.
William Teitelbanm, Harry Silverstone,
Max Beerman, Morris ¥ruhlinger,

Feinberg, M. Welsberg, Max nkel-
son, Phillp Meyers, Adoiph Gottdeiner,
1. Neafach and A. M Slutzker. elr
wives, assisted by other ladies the
congregation, acted as caterers at the

banquet. .

The Messrs, Solomon Holaman, Isaac
Rabinowits, 8. Malasky, Mr. Berney,
Max Beerman, T. J Callett, M, Weis-
berg, M. Kaplan, Abe Heller, William
Teitelbaum and Adolph Gottdeiner con-
stituted the bullding committes The
plans and specifications for the struc-
ture were drawn by Architeot Jacob
layton of Sheridan Station and the
contractors wers Edmund Overdorff &
Bro. of Morrellville. The » ue is
bullt of brick on a lot with a ntage
of 38 feot and a depth of 85 feet. The
interior is fintshed in polished oak with
an fmmense chandelier fitted with
frosted electrioc bulbs. It !s suspend-
ed from the center of the celliing, and
around the halcony are a half dosen
brackets containing electriec bulbs.
The seating capacity of the church, in-
ciluding the balcony, is about 450,
Acgording to the Jewish custom, the
men will worship ¢n the first floor of
the hullding and their wives In the
balcony. The structure cost In the
nelghborhood of $20,000, moat of which
has already been subscribed. When
the sale of soats takes place at &
business meeting of the congregation
some time in the near future, it is eax-
pected that a sum of money nearly
sufficlent to wipe out the debt will be
raised

In the center of the aymagogue is &
ralzed platform about 10 feet square
from which the rabbl Is to read the
sorolls, gome of which cost over MM,

The scrolls are Kept in the sacred ark,
tocated in front of the structure. On
top of the altar 18 the perpetual lamp,
which was lighted during the dedica-
tory services and directly under the
lamp are the two tables of stone on
which are Inscribed in Hebrew the ten
commandments. The golden candle-
stick is situated just in front of the
altar. It will burn gas, as will also
the perpetual lamp, The American flag
was prominently displayed in the

number of addresses suitable to the
oceasdon were made. Among  those
who spoke was A, Cphen, whose nub~i

T o oot o

oo

church yesterday, it and a large num-
ber of palms being the only decora- |
tions that were used, i

o ——

Clipping from The Democrat, March 19, 1906
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ject was: “The Growth, Progress m

Edmund Overdorff & Bro. of Morrellville
was engaged as contractor, ground was brok-
en, preliminary work started and then delay
was encountered. Contractor Overdorff, after
excavating to a depth of about six feet, struck
water, either from a hidden well or, as is more
likely, from seepage of the Little Conemaugh
River, less than a block behind the site. This
unforseen circumstance provided many anxious
hours for the Building Committee and the
Congregation. Additional labor to meet this
threat added more than $900 to the costs.

Meetings were held in the Bailey Brothers
building almost daily and nightly, some of the
latter sessions lasting until the early hours of
the morning. Some of the men spent so much
time on Shul affairs that their families and
businesses were neglected.

It is related that Adolph Gottdiener, for
one, devoted practically all his waking hours
to the Shul project to the exclusion of almost
everything else. In order to have more time
for the Synagogue activities, he hired a man
to look after his store. After one of the meet-
ings which lasted until about 3 a. m,, Mr. Gott-
diener returned to his Cambria City store,
above which were the family's living quarters.

Unlocking the store door, he entered to
find only bare walls; his entire stock of mer-
chandise had been stolen. The employe and a
few of his cohorts, knowing that if Mr. Gott-
diener had gone away on Shul business he
would not return until a late hour, took ad-
vantage of that fact to make away with the
entire inventory.

The water seepage problem eventually was
overcome and construction work moved ahead.
By Sunday afternoon, July 2, 1905, the Con-
gregation was ready for the cornerstone cere-

mony.

First came a mass meeting from two to
three o'clock in G. A.R. Hall; then the entire
Congregation marched in a body to the Syna-
gogue site. Solomon Holzman, apparently the
Congregation’s “‘financial angel” of the day,
bid $80 to gain for his children the honor of
placing the cornerstone. After the ceremonies
were completed, the congregation returned to
G. A. R. Hall for a jubilee banquet beginning at
6:30 o'clock.

Placed into the cornerstone were a com-
plete history of the Congregation written in
Hebrew by A. M. Slutzker, samples of tickets
to the “‘Lecture by Rabbi A. M. Ashinsky at
the Grand Army Hall—Admission for Gent

and Lady, $1.00,” several cards identifying I.
Rabinowitz as president of the Congregation
and other material identifying Mr. Rabinowitz
as proprietor of The Great Eastern Clothing
House of Clinton Street.

Also placed in the cornerstone were a bill-
head of David Fainberg, “‘Dealer in Fresh and
Salt Meats, Bologna and Kosser Products,”
a copy of The Daily Tribune of July 3 carry-
ing an account of the event (which must have
been inserted a day or two later) and a page
listing the names of men identified as founders
of the Congregation.

This list was written in Yiddish and the
Flood of 1936 apparently soaked the document,
rendering much of it illegible. As near as can
be determined, this list includes the names of
Adolph Gottdiener, Isaac Cohen, H. Letowsky,
Max Beerman, Daniel Beerman, Solomon Holz-
man, David Galfond, Samuel Malasky, Morris
Fruhlinger, Israel Beerman, Jacob Fisher, Os-
car Kaminsky, Israel Aaron Kaminsky, Wil-
liam Teitelbaum, Morris Beerman, Meyer

Pittler, H. Marcus and J. Suchman.

With the building still uncompleted in the
fall of that year, it again was necessary to rent
space in G. A. R. Hall for the High Holy Days.
But construction moved rapidly during the fall
and winter of 1905-06 and by March 18, 1906,
Congregation Rodef Sholom held its “Pro-
gramme of the Dedication of the New Syna-
gogue.” (A copy of that original program is
reproduced on Page 20.)

(It might be noted here that Rabbi Ashinsky,
main speaker at the event and closely affiliated
with Rodef Sholom activities in the earlier years,
died in Pittsburgh on April 2 of this year at the
age of 87 after a long illness. Press reports identi-
fied him as Senior Rabbi of the Orthodox Rabbi-
nate in the United States and as an internationally
known Zionist leader.)

The affair was a gala one. The ribbon
across the doorway was cut by Miss Anna
Holzman, daughter of Solomon Holzman. Mrs.
Samuel Ginsburg had the honor of unlocking
the door and presenting the key to the Con-
gregation. Contributions in honor of the occa-
sion included a silver cup and altar cloth pre-
sented by Mr. and Mrs. Israel Neafach and a
Bible cover presented by Samuel Malasky.

Congregation Rodef Sholom at last was in
a “home’ of its own, a Synagogue which was
to serve its members for the next 45 years,
through two World Wars and a second Johns-
town Flood.

Twenty Three
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