A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CONCERNED CITIZENS AD HOC COMMITTEE

On the afternoon of November 7 at the intersection of Rinaman and McKnight Roads
opposite Pine Creek Shopping Center hooded members of the Klu Klux Klan distributed
pamphlets to shoppers and passersby. This was the first open appearance of the
Klan in the North Hills area of Pittsburgh in many years. The incident caused
grave concern among members of the black community, the Jewish community and other
community members who were aware of the primary aims and purposes of the Klan.

In the late summer of 1979 an organization called the Ad Hoc Committee to Counter

Klan Activities was formed in the Pittsburgh area in response to the alarming evidence
of Klan resurgence in Western Pennsylvania. This group participated in an anti-Klan
rally in Uniontown in October of 1980 during a period of time when the Klan conducted
a meeting on a farm near Uniontown.

Some members of this Ad Hoc Committee decided to convene a meeting of concerned

citizens in response to the Klan leafleting on McKnight Road. Attendees for this
meeting were recruited from among local churches, civic organizations and ordinary
concerned citizens. The first meeting was held at the North Hills YWCA in late

November of 1981. At this meeting testimony was offered by minority citizens concerning
overt incidents of racism and anti-Semitism. One incident, namely a cross burning on
the lawn of a black citizen in McCandless township, was clearly Klan type activity.

After reflecting upon the testimony given at the meeting it was decided to form an
organization with a very loose structure to be called the Concerned Citizens Ad Hoc
Committee. The purpose of this committee is to make the leadership of North Hills
communities aware of the undercurrent of racism and anti-Semitism which exists in
the community and which, if not stopped, could cause some North Hills communities to
become fertile ground for Klan recuitment or Klan type activity.

A second meeting was held on January 13, 1982 at Christ Episcopal Church in North
Hills. Invitations to this meeting were sent to all school superintendents and all
police chiefs in North Hills communities. There was a small response from the school
districts and one or two police officers attended the meeting. Further testimony was
given at the meeting regarding the incidents of racism and anti-Semitism in the school
and the community at large. Minorities voiced their concern about the re-emergence

of the Klu Klux Klan in the North Hills and pointed to the serious threat this offered
to blacks and other minorities. The representatives of the schools and police depart-
ments promised to give a report of the meeting to their superiors.

A third meeting was planned and finally held at Temple Ohav Shalom in Allison Park

on February 25, 1982. The purpose of this meeting was to form task forces to make

sure that the concerns of blacks and other minority citizens were brought forcefully

to the attention of North Hills communities. Task forces were formed in the areas of
education, police relations and legislation. A speakers bureau was also formed so that
group members could be trained to address churches and other community groups.

The Committee plans to continue its work primarily along the lines of task force
activity. In the future it is planned to have occasional large meetings so that the
task forces can report the results of their activities to the membership at large.

The Concerned Citizens Ad Hoc Committee cooperates closely with the Ad Hoc Committee
to counter Klan activities. This committee is comprised of approximately 40 civil
rights, labor, religious, women's and community based organizations as well as other
interested individuals. A great deal of aid and assistance has been given the
Concerned Citizens Ad Hoc Committee by the North Hills YWCA which has provided staff
support and meeting places. ‘



