s
#

compiled by Alice J. Leads

NINETEENTH CENTURY: THE VANISHING GERMANS
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mid-1800's, though individual Jews reached the west coast much
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parly example in 1858 Mark Schneiderman, a cap dealer in j
|
Pittsburgh, moved to Butler to join his in-laws the Rosenthals in ;
1
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became a key member of the Butler Jewish community.
The stories of some earlv Jewish inhabitants of Butler tell
as much about early twentieth century small towns as about Jewisl

life, Philip Nast, the father of Max $. Nast, came to Butler in
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streets became stuck in the mud in the center of the
street, and a man picked her [Mrs, Nast] up bodily and

carried her from the bus to the wooden sidewalk in

European Jewish emigration to America at Tthis time was a movement
of families, moreso than for any other ethnic group If a young

his brother's scrap vard business, sent boat fare to Vilna for

his wife-to-be, "the girl of my dreams."”" Likewise, Jewish

Jewish life in America.
Max Nast remembhers the Butler of his vouth as a small town.
"There seemed always to be four or five Jewish families there,"

He remembers Julius Kaufman of North M,Kean Street; Max and Leo

Shloss, brothers of Mrs., Julius Kaufman; Adolph Steel of West
Cunningham Street; the Rosenberg familv at the corner of North
Washington and West Penn Streets; the Trexler or Traxler family

o -

who had a shop on West Main Street; and Abe Cohn of Elm Street




Two of Abe Cohn's sons, Louis and Harry remained in Butler. Dr,

Nast recalls,

scrap metal business, the grocery stores, and the clothing shops

were popular among Jews. Many of these small concerns grew to

become lucrative businesses, promoting an economic mobility other
immigrant groups did not have. These Jews who gained modicums of
wealth became kev supporters of the Jewish community's ability to

sustain itself religiously and socially. A few examples: In
1898, William Horwitz moved with his parente from Cleveland to

Chicora, Pennsvlvania and opened the Pittsburgh General Store,
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The move was precipitated by William's numerous b
pneumonia and his doctorfs subseqguent reccomendation that the

2N

family move to the country. The store did so well that they

community. In 1900 Jake Friedman emigrated to the United States

small meat market in Lyndora.
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In 1902 the Standard Steel Car Company (the forerunner

of Pullman Car Company?) began in Butler, with the famous Diamond
Jim Brady as its star salesman and promoter This companv's

arrive in Butler in larger numbers, seeking business

earby Lyndora where workers were
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housed on "Red Row," named both for the color of the houses and

for the bloody rows which would erupt among the single male

waorkers on weekends. The arrival of Standard Steel was perhaps

the kevy factor in the establishment of an organized Jewish

religious school and a place of worship for Jews in Butler This
groiup of Jews were Hungarian, Lithuanian, Rumanian and American

There were Jewish religious sevrvices in Butler for

saeveral vears on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, held in

second floor rooms at different locations on Main




go. There was a leader, Hassan, from outside Butler,

Possibly there were men who attended from outside the

for one day on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, even

support of the worship of Almighy GOD according to the faith,

doctrine, discipline, rules and regulations and usages of a

Hebrew Congregation." Adolf Smulovitz was elected as first
president of the congregation. Smulovitz ran a bank of sorts

which provided the service of sending money to relatives in
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synagogue. Annual dues to the congregation were raised from

twelve to eighteen dollars. This may seem trivial, but the raise
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rabbi, Rabbi XKahn, who was educated at the Jewish Theological




stuck with cloves, which the women constantly sniffed,

Hilda Golanty also remembers her first introduction to a
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The mikvah was in the Hoffman house behind the

shul. Ann took us in and showed it to us. This was

o]

Most early Butler Jews followed the Orthodox traditio

had been passed on to them in the shtetls of Eastern Europe. As
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Americanization took hold, new fornms

individual members began to side more with Conservative, ar

Reform Judaism. German Jews, who had been in America longer than
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astern European Jews,; had pioneered Reform movements in
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or by individuals in their personal religious lives. Debates

Similar debates have split other small town Jewish communities

Jewish community, where social events were frequently sponsored
to maintain f ncial resources., Hilda Golanty recalls,

On of the main fundraisers, about seventy-five
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pretty spirited, so wmy father had competition. The
entertainment was strictly local. My sister Alice and
T did a mean Highland Fling--vear after year. Ann

Hoffman had a sweet voice and she always sang. As we




vialin, and Milton the mandolin., I can imagine how

o)

oring that must have been, but mv parents beamed with

foundations of the future Butler Jewish community. In 1907

1904 Joe Hurwitz had a brother who was running a scrap vard in
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true love in Vilna. He then worked as a

is brother in business. In 1915 Jack Ziman's family
arrived and opened up a meat market., In 1916 Samuel Rosenblum, a
Lithuanian immigrant, brought his family of five daughters and

four sons to Butler from New Castle to join his brother—-in-law

typical of the lives of Jews who came to Butler in the early
twentieth century. Life was hard on immigrants when thev first

arrived. Rita Ziman's parents moved the family to Lyndora (the

little town on the edge of Butler which housed mill workers) into




wrapped us in blankets and we managed to survive the

),

Once arrived at their destination, their was a huge amount

|t

a

then there was the difficulty of making a living in a poor

When we reached our destination, my parents were

—~

very disappointed. There was no turning back now. So,

with the help of a couple of nice neighbors, the

Druda's and Vinovitch's, we managed to get settled in

families. The men worked in the mill too, but didn't

o any business was to give them credit for what

they bought., Then, on pavday, they would come in and

balance. My parents figured that whatever they could




From the earliest of ages children helped out in the family store
during whatever spare time thev had Rita Ziman remenb

went to Hebrew school for one hour after school each day. On

Friday evenings and Saturday mornings they attended synagogue to
daven the Sabbath p-svers, and on Sundavs thevy had additional
religious training for a couple(?) of hours. Marcus Rosenblum,

SR [Samuel Rosenblum] enrolled me in th
the basement of the synagogue on Fifth Avenu

door to the home of Mr. Zuckerman who, like

e cheder in
e, next

Tevye,

begat daughter after daughter, five times, but no son,

There jis evidence that Rudolf Coffee of the Tree

Life in Pittsburgh organized a Zionist B'nai
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chapter in Butler in 1908, although other records state

B'nai B'rith Lodge 772 was first established in Butler
with Henrv Rosenberg as its first president. Both may

accurate, for Jewish organizations in many small towns

Brith

that

in 1920

have bheen




Mr. Taffel owned Taffel's Saxonburg Mineral Springs



WORLD WAR I —-- WORLD WAR TI: PROSPERITY AND COHESION
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By the time World War I, the prominent Jewish families of

39 Butler Jews served in World War I. War efforts got people

ing the next fifteen to twenty vears, few peaple




exclusively. Social, religious, and cultural 1ife revolved
around the synagogue For reasons of language, religion,

Maurice Horwitz, were "self-ghetto-ized." The period of tine
between the two world wars saw a thriving and involved Jewish

totally accepted by its
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nti-Jewish sentiment in America was first noted at

outstanding examples of anti-semitism in the Butler communitv.
urrected Klu Klux Klan marched down Main

Street and burned numerous crosses on Novth Hill and Tuson(sp?)
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three who were Jewish. (At the time, no blacks were

enrolled.)

mitism while growing up
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Maurice Horwit
in Butler, outside of one or two isolated schoolvard incidents

which were quickly remedied. In fact, most of his friends were
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non-Jews throughout his school vears.; He discussed the fir

"restrictions” on Jews as occurring in the 1920's. At that time,

is father, already a successful Butler business man and involved
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Some years later, in the mid-40's, Joel Rosenbloom and his

it was also difficult for Jews to get jobs with certain
husinesses, For a number of vears, Armco and Pullman wouldn't

hire Jews, and the hospital was also restrictive. Some emplovees

immediately told, "I believe that job was just filled this

the mills wouldn't hire Jews, taking the stand that, "They [Jews]

won't stick with that kind of work." The Burwitz family found
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Discrimination against Jews in the 1920's through the 1940's

was experienced differently by different peaple. Some Jews of
Butler accepted the restrictions and went on about their lives,
closely involved with the Gentile community and responding to
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generally without pressure from the Jewish community. Certainly
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930's Armco was hiring Jews. Paul Rudoff, for
example, worked for Wheel Works of Butler Armco from 1936-1970.
The founding Jews of Butler were a business-minded
group with minimal education bevond the basic skills and
knowledge of Judaism, vet thev were devoted to their childrenis

further education. PReginning in the 1920's Jewish families sent

sacrifice. This represents a ty
immigrants. As Maurice Horwitz explained it

During the thirties...you had a sizable
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college...0f course isproportionate number of

By 1928 there were approximately 325 Jews living in Butler,

with more in the rural areas around the county. With a growing
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teacher had to deal with varying levels of knowledge and ability

within one room. Fach teacher developed a method for coping with

b

this situation. One former student remembers his teacher moving
in tutorial fashion from pupil to pupil while The vest of the

class frolicked about the room., If this particular teacher cane

tn a page the child didn't know, he ripped the page from the book

and handed it to the student to study, then went on to the next

school, where children had to turn in a coupon for each lesson,

each coupon being worth ten cents. There was also a period

i}

during this era when most Jews were still keeping kosher

-
(

vou had to have vyour synagogue dues paid up before vou were

allowed to purchase meat from the kosher butcher. The community

wn wavs of keeping itself in check.

5
)
o)

created 1

Jewish rituals were host to manv colorful occasions. One
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suddenly went out and the

3:00 A.M. The policse came knocking at the door

because we were still working away--and laughing!! We

hdat

*¥%  [other examples?] Inder Rabbi April's guidance an




aurice Horwitz recalls that I.E. Hurwitz, M.A. Beirman, M.
Social life among the youth was a topic of Jewish concern.

organizations as American Zionist Organization (AZA), Junior
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towards interfaith dating in the 1930's abd 40's, "You only went
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of vouth in anv particular age group was still relatively small,

offering what one member called, "pretty lean pickings.” There
was additionally a family feeling among individuals who had grown

before the introduction of television. Toel Rosenbloom remembers
running from sysnagogue to the movie theatre each Saturday

afternoon for a succession of weeks to catch the weeklvy Tin



neople to own his own car in the 1940's(7?) He would take a group
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when AZA became popular among the bo

among the girls,

Adults in the Jewish community have alwavs been involved in

- =X

such civic organizations as the Butler Area Chamber of Commerce,
the Butler Rotary Club, and the Butler Community Chest., In

addition to his involvement in all of these organizations, not to
mention his leadership role in many aspecte of the Jewish
community, William Horwitz served at various times as president
and vice president of the board of Butler County Memorial
Hospital. He served on this board from the close of Wourld War

during the depression he chaired a fundraising




campaign which successfully bailed the hospital out of debt. Max
Jaffe was a charter mamber and first d

Symphony.

Hurwitz remembers his mother keeping him home from school on
minor Jewish holidays when the family business remained open.

fficer came to their home and guestioned his mother
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changed her attitude." Yiddish was still an integral part of the

Jewish experience in many people's lives. Rita Ziman talks about

relationship with hes andmother in the 1930's:
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anxious to learn. Thanks to her, I learned to speak
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“and understan

for our ears, thev would say it in Hungarian.
The depression brought the Jewish community closer together.

Jews who were financially well-endowed helped others who were
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three to five times, probahly due to the occurrence of so many

informal loans On Passover, special holiday food packages were
sent to needy families as part of the synagogue effort under

and far hetween among the Jewish community." Mr. Horwitz recalls

working for his father's company in 1932, two vears after

graduating from the University of Pennsvlvania. He was given
only three davs work per week, "as was evervone else" for nine
dollars a week. He also recalls,

There was a family in town, Jake Green's

stepmother, who had five or six children. The husband
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gixx children successfully. That was what transpired in
those days in terms of community help and cooperation.

businesses are major characteristics of the community during this
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B'nai Abraham, arrived in 1932 and remained in his position for
twelve years. He established a choir for High Holy Day services

and also inspired a pride in Judaism through excellent

educational programs which addressed all age levels.
World War II brought economic prosperity for manv businesses

at this time. Seventy-three Bultler Jews served America during

Rosenblum
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their roles during the war vears. Rita Ziman (Rita Green at th

time) shared an apartment in Washington with several voung Jewish

women from Butler, She did clerical work for the War Depariment,

overseas. It was there that they decided to get married,

~t
e}

although it would be two more vears bhefore they would be able

reaestablish themselves in Butler at the

= ]

Q3
2

‘ o
)
+
=
D
=
T
=

Jack got two davs leave ar
Rabbi Talmage in his studyv. It was a nice ceremony

with ten people in attendance. Afterwards, we all went

Brales

to a nice restaurant for dinner. After dinner, Jack
and T left our guests and went to Earl Carall's
nightclub. They had a beautiful floorshow and we




The wedding was announced in MANAC (Marines Army Navy Air

.~

Core) News, a monthly bulletin put out bv the Jewish community of
Butler to keep membhers informed abhout their bove in the service.

It served the purpose of maintaining cohesion in the Butler

ame in Fach issue was sponsored by a member of the Butler
Jewish community Often exerpts from letters were printed. One

Other bulletins told of services conducted by Butler bovs in

Arkans and Austrailia. There were such

2

as, England, South

tiny gems as, "Jack Ziman wrote home with a red pencil taken from

1 community at a time when many of its members were awav. The




miuch. ..so much that T would not mind livincg
some tine.
Joe Hurwitz remembered receiving a V-mail letter from his

son, telling his father not to worry when word was received from

spent months waiting for their son's transfer to an American

hospital, uncertain as to the extent of injuries. Joe Hurwitz
remembers th time in his autobiographv, written just a few

I hoped that he wasn't too seriously hurt, I

wished, though, that his wounds were serious enough
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It is cruel for a father to wish that upon his son, but

thoughts ran away with us and I felt this desire to he
the best solution,

Finally, =---- Hurwitz was returned to his family and
subseguently given an honorable discharge from the army.

One beautiful day, early in September, we

g
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D

embracing our son on the lawn of the Deshon Hospital.

1

He was on crutches, but both of his legs were intact
and not a limb of his body was missing. Tears of




boy embracing his mother, his wife, and his son...my

positive note, business was thriving. Many who had struggl

businesses in the Jewish community were hired by the larger
companies in town; American naﬁ
first jeep, Armco, or Pullman Standard (?), all of which were
involved in the stepped up economy of providing war supplies and
materials.

In 1948, the Butler Jewish community raised $100,000 for the

newly established state of Israel. The United Fund of Butler

oy

exhibiting a newly-born attitude of generosity on the part of the

Gentile community of Butler towards Jews,




1945-—- : WEALTH AND AMERICANIZATION

and Jewish communities of Butler began to open. This change had

Baron's meat market went half-and-half. There was a kaosher
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Additionally, the Jewish community of Butler had reached a

RButler Jews had focused on developing entrepeneurships of their
own., These enterprises were now hearing fruit.

water mark. This occurred in the 1950's under Rabbi Robert Svyme,

Syme, a dynamic and vigorous leader, came to B'nai Abraham in
1947 and remained for about six vears, during which time he

blished a year—-round congregational choir, complete with an
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purchased by Sisterhood. One member commented that, while

Rabbi Syme lessened the traditional Jewish flavor of the
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present synagogue and commuinity center was conceived and built,

In 1948 the Edward Reiber Home was purchased on FEast Fulton

AL UL,

'
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was hired to design a new building adjacent to the Reiber stone

house. It was eventually realized that the chosen site would not
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trustees of the congregation almost since the congregation's
inception. The sanctuary was built to seat 240, but overflow

On the
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weekend of November 18, 1956, B'nai Abraham's svhagodue was
dedicated in the congregationis fiftieth vear. Rabbi April, now

g

nf Detroit, and Rabbi Svme, now of Miami, returned to participate

Rabbi Milton RB. Rube, present spiritual leader of the
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...Not only does the symbol serve as an historic

were occupied on High Holy Davs. Congregation members were

ned seat numbers which thev also used on Sabbath services(?)

his father's death, he had no difficulty finding

i}

overall vopulation of Butler, began to diminish. There were

several factors involved in this shift.

Pullman closed. (date?) As already noted, the increasing number
of young people who continued on in higher education was closely
related to the number of voung pneople who were leaving town;
professional skills in combination with decreasing business

opportunities in Butler created a strong pull away from the home



town community. Founding members of the community were getting

on in age; some of them died while others sought retirement in
Florida. Of the individuals who intermarried, there were sonme
ho 1t uncomfortable or unwilling for other reasons to continue

way that some members were lost; "One thing about a small town.
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spiritual nor economic. Having something to do with social
values, the reason she gives is much more simple than anvy of the
ahove,

I think manv people wa

(=

town. I think that’

s the root of it. Once you left

and went to school vou found someone and just staved

the existing Jewish community no longer confined itself to
certain neighborhoods, manv npeople moving into newly constructed
housing developments. It was no longer a bonus to live walking

distance from the svnagogue., By now, most people drove to shul.
The Jewish and Gentile communities were overlapping more than
they ever had before. (Roberta Gallagher's mother) —~———- Hurwitz,
chairperson of the Butler Welcome Wagon Committee during the
1960's, would invite the neighborhood over to share latkes on

Hanukah or to join in on the Passover Seder. Being Jewish was no

longer something vou had to hide; now it was something vou could

share with pride.
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more urban environments who attended the summer camp.

randson of Eliezer (?7) Ben Yehuda, the father of modern Hebrew.

Yehuda, as may be assumed, was guite a Zionist. He had been a

messenger bovy for the Hagganah during the War of Independence

and, at age 16, had volunteered for the Israel Defense Force.

1976, shortly after the "Zionism is racism" resolution in the



be done, not necessarily at the sole exvense of
Israel, as he said PLO leader Arafat insist Atashi

remark that he never thought he would see a master--

feelings among his congregation; his admirers as well as hi:

@

critics were adamant. One voung man remembers rebelling against
Rabbi Ren Yehuda's approach to Jewish education. A voung woman

remembers

a’)

his firm opposition to her interfaith marriage,

lthough she concedes that he arranged the circumcision ceremony

for each of her sons Rabbi PBen Yehuda did not welcome the
children of interfaith marriages into the Hebrew school, vet his
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example of recent Jewish involvement in the greater community

His ties to Butler began when he was already married and the
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administrative post at the University, serving for three vears as
assistant to the president in charge of the building program
which expanded the campus two decades ago, and next as interum

should practice what one teaches, Selman remained active in
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explains, "No Jew had ever wanted to be on City Council." He

other minority, vou take more abuse."
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Pnai'! Abraham, marks the start of the most recent chaplter in

Butler's Jewish history, a time of adaptation to the present

Although the twelve-vear-old bov was rescued, his parents were

lost., Boninger was eventually brought to the United States,
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twice as much [as your cantor] next vear, I"11 do a better job."
He was given the position, and soon became the weekly cantor as
well, After pl ng graduate work in social work, Boninger

spent the next thirty vears as a part-time cantor and full-time

i
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change. Yet he admits, "I'm still in a verv real sense a part-

Small communities have very unidgue

problems...Butler re ted the kind of challenge I

"5

resen
ideally love..,.a community that had laid itself tc
rest, prepared to die...Thev had their glorv period,

then a very gradual decline brought about by the
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Said one member, "I've never seen such energy...His background is
there; it's a good background." Although he is not an ordained
Rabbi, Walter Boninger posesses the skills, enthusiasm, and

sensitivity to Judaism which his position demands. His

very self-conscious about the title...This community
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ter a twenty vear period that saw virtually no new
congregation memhers, Rabhbi Boninger increased the membership at
"ha

B'nai Abraham from seventy-five to sighty-ni mili
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inclusion of mixed

regard to mixed
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remarkable turn around and something happens that will

bring a large number of Jewish families into the area
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issue:

way, some the other. But to the extent that I am a

marriages, he does not see his role as performer of the actual



ships, Gary Zinman, who has two teenage daughters,
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social issues as a Jewish community. PRoninger has made strides
of these areas,

For example, in his second vear in Butley, Rabbi Roninger

=}

initiated a community Passover Seder which was attended by

seventy-three people. The annual event has continued to draw a

=
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crowd, providing an opportunity for a large portion of

contemporary meaning to the ancient custom. The Fridav night




onegs which Rabbi Boninger started, and have been supported by

sisterhood, create a feeling that B'nai Abraham is a griendly

tedit

community. Before the onegs bhegan, small groups of people would

alwavs a group worker, a partv bov in the bhest sense.”"” he savs.
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make a particular event happen, and thus, when an individual can
no longer take on the responsibility, the event mav continue

Rabhi Boninger concedes that individual members as well as
rabbis of the congregation have long been generously involved in
the affairs of the community, but with his social outlook, he

declares that this is not enough. He feels it is essential that

community, that "as a Jewish community, we ask, 'What can we

do?'" This has not happened since the blood drives of World War

[

II. BResides developing a Jewish social consciousness in Butler,

Poninger sees another advantage to taking a Jewish stand.

)




My children feel very at ease in this
bidden to them here...When
Mollyvy [a voung child in the cohngregation] wanders up

services] it's okay with the rabbi.

And although some of the voung people who have been through

bar mitzvah and confirmation have not continued to keep the

traditions, the knowledge of Hebrew and Judaism remains with

to pick up some things at his sister's apartment in Ithace, New

York at a time when she wasn't home. "My sister left me a not in

particularly to see the education wing when he visits Butler

interesting building to me personally.”
To the Jews who live or grew up in Butler, their Jewish

identity has various meanings. To Joel Rosenblum, age 59, it is

a spiritual identity, a belief in G-d and G-d's teachings. T
have a relationship to G-d that is helpful in everything T do,
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movements. "T identifv with the old Jewish
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close to social issues as thev use to bhe.” To Gary Zinman, age

52, being a Jew and having grown up in a small town are

was brought up witn make me feel so good, so

being back in my grandparents' house when I was little

eating Jewish cooking and hearing those Yiddish words;

even though my children won't hear much Yiddish, it

R = =X



[Jewishness] is still there in my parents home, and I
hope it's there yugh in my home that they want to say
pravers for the holidavs and Sabbath. That's what I

Judaism has become le defined as a way of life,
One logical outgrowth of a discussion of Jewish identity, is

in an era where Hebrew school was mandatory generally took a
somewhat more relaxed approach with their children, offering them

man expressed the following:
a



Garv Zinman made a commitment to Judaism when he started hi

family

I wanted my kids to grow up as Jews, knowing that
they are Jews. The congregation is a part of me, I
am proud of my heritage...The richest tradition [I have
passed onto my children], the one T enjovy most, is the
Passover Seder. I have a ball at it with all the
singing

Those individuals whose ildren have not vet married

this topic as well. Gary Zinman further states:

I would rather have mnyv child marry a Jew. I would

We have something in common
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Roberta Gallagher, whose childrren are the product of her

interfaith marriage, expresses herself honestly, "I know it's

think evervbody should gather around that child and do
what they can to ti111 some Judaism in him, to show

him the wav...I know that we're all tired, but let them

share their knowledge and past with the children...If
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To other members, those whose ave grown and Ieft

the community and whaose grandchildren now live far away, the



Furthermore, the social function of the synagogue has faded. At

one time, says Rabbi Boninger, the svnagogue was "the place where

Z

Congregation members express various views about the future
of the Butler Jewish community. Synagogue president Marc Selman

depends on the development of service areas [doctors, banks,
atc. in Butler]." Sisterhood president Roberta Gallagher sees
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intermarriage due to their small numbers. With the arrival of
pastern Europeans Jews, a certain strength of community among a

pressures. Economic hardships of the depression revealed |
the closeness of the Butler Jewish community as it upheld itself.

that brought large-~scale business to eclipse the small

}
htion in old neighborhoods with the coming of |
|

this came the guestion of Americanization versus the preservation !
i
of Jewish community life, and all the various forms of compromise |
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