SEDER SERVICE FOR THE EVE OF
PASSOVER

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who hast preserved us in life, and
permitted us to reach this holy season.

Tz Four QUESTIONS

How different is this night from all other
nights!

On all other nights we eat leavened or un-
leavened bread; on this night only unleavened
bread.

On all other nights we eat herbs of any kind;
on this night only bitter herbs

On all other nights we do not dip our herbs
even once; on this night we dip them twice.

On all other nights we eat and drink either
sitting or reclining; on this night we all recline.

ANswer

aves were we to Pharaoh in Egypt”; but
the Lord our God brought us forth thence , with
a strong hand and an outstretched arm” If
the Holy One, blessed be He, had not brought
our fathers out from Fgypt, then we, our ci
_ dren and our children's children might still have
“been enslaved to a Pharaoh in Egypt. There-

fore, were we all sages, all of deep understanding,
al' of hoary head, all versed in the Torah,
ve would yet be duty bound to tell the story
of the exodus from Egypt; and the more one
dwells on the story of this exodus the greater
his merit.

Blessed be God, blessed be He, who redeems
His promise to Isracl

The Holy One, blessed be He, was mindful
of the destined day to fulfil His word pledged
to Abraham our father at the covenant of
sacrifice when ,,He said to Abram, know of a
surety that thy seed will be sojourners in a land
that is not theirs, and they shall serve there
and be afflicted for four hundred years. But
also know that the nation whom they shall
serve T will judge, and thereafter they shall go
forth with great substance.”

This promise made to our fathers holds true
also fir us in every generation. Not one alone
has risén against us, but in every generation
there are those who rise against us to destroy
us; but the Holy One, blessed be He, rescues
us from their hand.
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THREE, ESSENTIALS OF MEAL

Rabban Gamliel the elder was wont to say,
he who has not explained the following three
elements of the meal has not fulfilled the duty
of the Haggadah — THE PASCHAL LAMB, UN.
LEAVENED BREAD, AND BITTER HERBS.

1. PESACH — 7HE PASCHAL Lays

The lamb of the Passover which our fathers
ate so long as the Temple stood — what means
it? It was because the infinite God passed over
the houses of our fathers in Egypt when the
Egyptians were smitten, as is told in the Biblical
verse, ,,And you shall say i
sacrifice for the Lord, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when
He smote Egypt and rescued our houses. And
the people bowed down and worshipped.”

I1. MATZAW — UNLEAVENED BREAD

“This unleavened bread which we cat — what
means it? Because there was not time for the
dough of our ancestors in Fgypt to become
leavened before the supreme King of kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself to
them and redeened them forthwith. Thus it is
told in the Bible, ,,And the dough which they
had brought out from Egypt they baked into
cakes of unleavened bread, for it had not leav-
ened, because they were thrust out of Egypt
and they could not tarry, nor had they prepared
for themseives any victual.”

TII. MAROR — BITTER HERBS

These bitter herbs which we eat — what
mean they? It is because the Egyptians em-
bittered the life of our fathers in Egypt, as is
told in the Bible, ,,And they embittered their
lives with hard servitude with mortar and
bricks, with every kind of field work, and with
all their servitude which they made them serve
with rigor.”

THE UNDYING MESSAGE oF THIs Nicar

Tn every generation one must look upon him-
self as if he personally had come forth from
Egypt, in keeping with the Biblical command,
»»And thou shalt tell thy son in that day, saying,
it is because of that which the Lord did to me
when I went forth from Egypt.” For it was
not alone our fathers whom the Holy One,
blessed be He, redeemed, but also us whom
He redeemed with them, as it is said, ,,And s
He brought out thence that He might lead us
t0; “und give us, the land which He swore to
our fathers.”

Therefore it is our happy duty to praise in
song and worshipfully to thank, glorify and

from bondage to freedom, from subjection to
redemption, from sorrow to joy, from mourning
to festivity, and from darkness to great light.
Let us therefore sing before Him, Hallelujah—
Praise ye the Lord.

HALLEL

Psay 113
Hallelnjah. Praise, O ye servants of the
Lord, praise the name of the Lord. Blessed
be the name of the Lord from this time forth
and for ever. From the rising of the sun unto

be praised. The Lord is high above all nations,
His glory is above the heavens. Who is like
unto thé Lord our God, that is enthroned on
high, that looks down low upon heaven and
upon the earth? Who raises up the poor out
of the dust, and lifts up the needy ot of the
dunghill; that He may set him with princes,
even with the princes of His people, who makes
the barren woman to dwell in her house as a
joyful mother of children. Hallelujah.
Psaty 114

When Isracl came forth out of Egypt, the
house of Jacob from a people of strange lan-
guage; Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His
dominion. The sea saw it, and fled; the Jordan
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turned backward. The mountains skipped like
rams, the hills like young sheep. What ails
thee, O thou sea, that thou fleest? thou Jordan,
that thou tumest backward? Ye mountains,
that ye skip like rams? Ve hills, like young
sheep? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence
of the Lord, at the presence of the God of
Jacob; who turned the rock into a pool of
water, the flint into a fountain of waters,

On partaking of Unleaventd Bread and Bitter Herbs, say
the following blessings —
Tk UNLEAVENED BREAD

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who bringest forth bread from
the earth,

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who hast sanctified us with Thy
commandments, and hast commanded us to eat
the unleavened bread.

TuE Brrrer HERBS

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of

the universe, who hast sanctified us with Thy

commandments and hast commanded us to eat
the bitter herbs.

The Passover Meal is served.

GRACE AFTER MEAL
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who feedest the whole world with

Thy goodness, with

life of the world to come. The Lord will give
strength to His people; the Lord will bless His
people with peace.

HALLEL

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who hast sanctified us by Thy
commandments, and hast commanded us to
read the Hallel,

PsaLy 113

Hallelujah, Praise, O ye servants of the
Lord, praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be
the name of the Lord from this time forth and
for ever. From the rising of the sun unto the
going down thereof the Lord’s name is to be
praised. The Lord is high above all nations,
His glory is above the heavens. Who is like
unto thé Lord our God, that is enthroned on
high, that looks down low upon heaven and
upon the earth? Who raises up the poor out
of the dust, and lifts up the needy out of the
dunghill; that He may set him with princes,
even with the princes of His people, who makes
the barren woman to dwell in her house as a
joyful mother of children. Hallelujah.

PsALM 114

When Isracl came forth out of Egypt, the
house of Jacob from a people of strange lan-
guage; Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His
dominion  The sea saw it, and fled; the Jordan
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turned backward. The mountains skipped like
rams, the hills like young sheep. What ails
thee, O thou sea, that thou fleest? thou Jordan,
that thou turnest backward? Ye mountains, that
ye skip like rams? Ve hills, like young sheep?
Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the
Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;
who turned the rock into a pool of water, the
flint into a fountain of waters

Psary 117

O praise the Lord, all ye nations; laud Him,
all ye peoples. For His mercy is great toward
us; and the truth of the Lord endures forever.
Hallelujah

PSALM 118

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
for His mercy endures forever.

So let Tsrael now say, for His mercy endures
forever.

So let the house of Aston now eay, for Fis
mercy endures for

Bo/lsk them that revere the Lord now sey,
for His mercy endures forever.

Out of my distress T called upon the Lord;
He answered m great liberation. The

in man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes. All nations encompass
me about; verily, in the name of the Lord I will
cut them off. They encompass me about, yea,
they encompass me about; verily, in the name
of the Lord I will cut them off. They encompass
me about like bees; they are quenched as the
fire of thorns; verily, in the name of the Lord T
will cut them off. They have thrust sore at
me that T might fall; but the Lord helped me.
The Lord is my strength and song; and
become my salvation. The voice of rejoicin
and salvation is in the tents of the righteous;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly. The
right hand of the Lord is exalted : the right
hand or the Lord does valiantly. I shall not
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
‘The Lord has sozely chastened me, but He has
not given me over unto death. Open to me
the gates of righteousness; 1 will enter into
them, I will give thanks unto the Lord. This
is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter
into it

T will give thanks st Thee, for Thon hast
answered me, and art become my st

The stone which the builders re)ected is
become the chief corner-stone.

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in
our eyes.

This s the day which the Lord bes made;
we will rejoice and be glad in i

We beseech Thee, O Lord, save now.

We beseech Thee, O Lord, save now.

We beseech Thee, O Lord, make us now to
prosper.

We beseech Thee, O Lord, make us now to
prosper.

Blessed be he that comes in the name of the
Lord; we bless you out of the house of the Lord.

The Lord is God, and has given us light, order
the festival procession with boughs, even unto
the homs of the altas

Thou art my God, and T will give thanks unto
Thee, Thou art my God, Iwill exalt Thee

ive thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

for His mercy endures forever,
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