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ABSTRACT 
The old Jewish cemetery in Port Vue is the final resting 
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At the eastern edge of the Calvary Cemetery in Port Vue, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, 
seemingly in the backyard of the house adjacent, are two rows of gravestones that mark the 
burial locations of approximately 28 Jews who died in the early part of the twentieth century. 
One row appears to be relatively complete, though deteriorating. A small number of stones in 
that row were noted to have shifted during the course of our research, the early part of which 
spanned the winter months. The other row shows a wide expanse with only two stones at either 
end to define the row.  

Any record of interments seems to have disappeared long ago. The congregation that established 
this plot of land as their burial ground disbanded in the 1930’s, leaving the inscribed stones to 
preserve the history of those buried there. Unfortunately, time and weather have all but erased 
the inscriptions from the faces of the stones, quite effectively removing any identifying 
information. At the beginning of this project, there were no names, and only one date, visible 
without the aid of photographic assists among all the gravestones. The process of identifying 
those buried in this little cemetery has had to depend primarily on the scant documentation that 
survives today in the public record.  

This project is an attempt to capture what is known of the Jewish cemetery in Port Vue, to identify 
those buried there to the extent possible, and to preserve that knowledge for future generations.  
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Abandoned, Not Forgotten 
 
The cemetery appears to have served its congregation for only a few years. We know from 
property transfer records that the land was acquired in 19071. Another, slightly larger, plot of 
land was acquired by the same congregation in the middle of the Elrod cemetery property in 
Versailles ten years later, and burial activities moved to that location. Our research suggests that 
burials began in Port Vue in 1907, and stopped abruptly in 1917 – with one possible exception 
that will be discussed later in this work. 

The cessation of burials at the Port Vue location after 1917 is exemplified by two burials from the 
same family which took place around that time. The family of Phillip I. Kohn had the misfortune 
of losing a newborn baby boy on January 10, 1914. His remains were interred at Port Vue that 
same day, in keeping with Jewish custom2. On April 15, 1918, the Kohns’ 15-y.o. daughter passed 
away. She, too, was buried on the day of her death, but her burial took place in Versailles.  

Houses of worship of all denomination frequently struggle to maintain their current properties, 
let alone devote scarce resources to properties that they have left behind. Against the odds, this 
cemetery has been maintained until this day, thanks in part to those who have occupied the 
house adjacent to the cemetery, and, we are told, the groundskeepers of the adjacent Catholic 
cemetery. 

Members of the synagogue, it is recorded3, kept the cemetery presentable after the congregation 
closed its doors. Members of other local synagogues almost certainly were involved for some 
time thereafter. Remarkably, a number of non-Jewish citizens of Port Vue have also contributed 
their time and efforts in the maintenance of this burial ground over the past century. In the late 
1920’s, after burials had ceased there, the family of Peter and Anna Begandy moved into the 
house adjacent to the cemetery. Along with their sons John, Thomas, Joseph, and Peter, the 
Begandy family kept the grass cut and the field clear of debris. When the house was purchased 
by John and Mary Yablonski, they and their son, with help from their friend Peter Begandy, 
continued the maintenance efforts4. The torch was passed to subsequent owners of the house, 
who readily accepted the responsibility. Notably, in mid-2020, the Jewish Cemetery and Burial 
Association of Greater Pittsburgh (JCBA) assumed responsibility for its maintenance and care and 
established the name of the Kesher Israel Cemetery5.  

 
1 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 1576, page 64. 
2 Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for (Unnamed) Cohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.). 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_647680_0910-01109 
3 Landesman, Sarah. The Beginnings of the McKeesport Jewish Community. 1954. Reprinted for the 100th 

Anniversary of Gemilas Chesed, 1986. p. 6. 
4 Begandy, Patricia J., personal reminiscences as told to the authors. December, 2021.  
5 Founded in 1992, the JCBA provides ongoing care and maintenance for Jewish cemeteries throughout the region. 
in addition to other services related to the preservation of those sacred grounds. https://jcbapgh.org/ 
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Figure 1: Gravestones at the Kesher Israel Cemetery, Port Vue. Row 1, in south-north order (L to R, Top to Bottom). 
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Figure 2: Gravestones at the Kesher Israel Cemetery, Port Vue. Row 2, in south-north order (L to R). 

 

Origins 
 
The cemetery that is the focus of this study was the first burial ground of the Kesher Israel 
Congregation of McKeesport. It is located southwest of the point at which Dersam Street meets 
Myer Avenue today. On the Port Vue Plan of 1893, two lots formed a triangle, wedged between 
Walnut Street to the east and Fern Alley to the southwest.6 Early on, Walnut Street was renamed 
Dersam, and eventually the last 160’ disappeared from view. Today, the only vestige of Fern Alley 
is a set of deep tire tracks that approximate the general location of the planned 9’ alley for a few 
yards. The cemetery appears as a random group of markers in a nondescript plot of land with no 
obvious borders. Its small plain stones and the orientation of the graves stand in stark contrast 
to the orderly rows of granite monuments in the Calvary Cemetery7 immediately to the west. 

The Kesher Israel congregation was formed in 1907 when “clashing personalities and rivalries”8 
moved a group of individuals to break away from Congregation S’fard Anshe Galicia. On July 10, 
1907, a legal notice appeared in The Pittsburgh Press announcing that “an application will be 
made to [the Court of Common Pleas No.4, Allegheny County] on August 3, 1907, at 10 o’clock a. 
m., by Jacob L. Diamond, Osias Mercur, Louis Rosenberg and others […] for the charter of an 
intended corporation to be called Kasher Israel Anchal9 Seward Congregation of McKeesport, the 
character and object of which is the worship of Almight [sic] God according to the rites, forms, 
and principles of the Orthodox Jewish religion[.]”10 A similar notice was posted the same day in 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette by Ben P. Brasley, attorney for the applicants.11 

 
6 Allegheny County Pennsylvania Plan Book Vol. 14, p. 115. The Port Vue Land & Improvement Company. Port Vue 
Plan. Approved October 4, 1893. 
7 The Calvary Cemetery was consecrated on October 11, 1903, four years before the cemetery that is the subject of 
this report. It was opened with much fanfare, including a procession from the church in McKeesport. [Source: Port 
Vue Centennial 1892-1992. Page 40.]  
8 Landesman, p. 6. 
9 “Anchal” appears to be a misspelling of “Anchae,” a variant of “Anshae.” 
10 Legal Notices. The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. July 10, 1907. Page 19. 
11 The Pittsburg Post-Gazette. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. July 10, 1907. Page 11. 
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The charter for the Kasher Israel Anchae Sfward Congregation of McKeesport, Pa., was approved 
on November 15, 1907, under the signature of Josiah Cohen, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
No. 4, of Allegheny County12, with these words: “And now, to-wit, this 15th day of November, A. 
D. 1907, […] I do hereby approve of the said certificate of incorporation and order and direct upon 
the recording of said certificate of incorporation together with this order, that the subscribers 
thereto and their associates and successors shall be a corporation by the name and title of - - - 13 
for the purposes and upon the terms stated therein.” The order was recorded on June 29, 1908. 

Subscribers named in the application are as follows: 

Jacob L. Diamond  606 Mulberry St., McKeesport, Pa. 

Osias Mercur   413 Jerome St.,              “               “ 

Louis Rosenberg  8th St.,                               “               “ 

Bennie Cahan   515 Market St.,               “               “ 

Abraham Willner  612 Mulberry St.,            “               “ 

The new entity was to be governed by a Board consisting of three to ten members, the number 
of which could vary according to the by-laws of the corporation. At the time of the charter 
application, the Board was comprised of seven men: 

President J. L. Diamond  606 Mulberry St. 

Vice Pres. Noah Zoldon  121 Freeman Alley 

Secretary Abraham Willner 612 Mulberry St. 

Treasurer Lazlar Chautmir14 1002 Brick Alley 

Trustees Solomon Zoldon 121 Freeman Alley 

  Jacob Mercur  606 Mulberry St. 

  Isador Lebontz  410 Mulberry St. 

The Kasher Israel Anchae Sfward Congregation of McKeesport purchased the land for the 
cemetery from The Realty Company on October 28, 1907 at a cost of $465. The land is described15 
in the deed as “All those Two (2) certain lots or pieces of ground situate in the Borough of Port 
Vue, County of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, being lots Numbers Twelve (12) and Thirteen 

 
12 Allegheny County Court Book Volume 42 Page 466.  
13 The various spellings and representations of the organization name throughout this document, including these 
three dashes, are as recorded in the cited documents. 
14 It is believed that “Chautmir” in the list above is “Chotiner” or “Chottiner”, a family name that appears with 
some frequency in the Tree of Life S’fard cemetery, a part of the Elrod group of cemeteries in Versailles. 
15 There appears to be an error in the metes and bounds recorded in Deed Book Vol 1576, page 64. Specifically, 
one measure cited as 107.75 feet has been recorded elsewhere as 127.75 feet. See Allegheny County Plan Book 
Vol. 14, page 116 for the measurements recorded there. 
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(13) in the Port Vue Land & Improvement Company’s Plan of Lots, as recorded in Plan Book Vol. 
14, pages 114-116 […] Being Two of the same lots inter alia which the Port Vue Land & 
Improvement Company by Deed dated June 23, 1904, and recorded in Deed Book  Vol. 1341, page 
469, granted and conveyed to The Realty Company, the present grantor.”16 The two lots, 
together, comprise Parcel ID 466-D-251. 

Kesher Israel built their synagogue, “a large wooden barracks-like building” as historian Sarah 
Landesman described it, at 616 Mulberry Street, McKeesport, just a few doors away from Jacob 
Diamond’s residence.17 Today, Mulberry Street spans just five blocks, paved with brick and 
partially covered in deteriorating asphalt. It runs parallel to the Youghiogheny River, from 5th 
Avenue in the north to Frank Alley in the south. 

On August 24, 1917, the “Kasher Israel Anchae Sfward 
Congregation of McKeesport” purchased two adjoining 
parcels of land totaling 28,500 sq. ft. (0.65 acres) at the 
rear of the Temple B’nai Israel property at Elrod.18 
Approximately one half of this, “3377/10000 acre” was 
purchased from Temple B’nai Israel.19 This three-tenths of 
an acre lay directly in front of the chapel building, with a 
65’ side lying along the alley that separates the Temple 
B’nai Israel Cemetery from that of Gemilas Chesed (a.k.a. 
the Austro-Hungarian Hebrew Cemetery). 

Today, that parcel of land is heavily populated, the tombstones bearing family names that are 
typically associated with the Kesher Israel Congregation, but also with Tree of Life S’fard. 

Upon the remaining parcel was constructed a chapel, the red brick façade of which was preserved 
when the original building was torn down and replaced in the early 2000’s.    

By 1930, the congregation had outgrown the Mulberry Street building, and plans were drawn for 
a new one to be erected on Market Street. An illustration of the impressive brick façade published 
in the Pittsburgh Press attests to the aspirations and hopes of the congregation. The planned cost 
was estimated at $40,000 ($692,000 at this writing). Jacob L. Diamond, who had been with Kesher 
Israel since its inception, served as the chairman of the building and finance committee.20 

Coincidentally, the year 1930 also saw the death of the president of the congregation, Abe L. 
Kessler. Passing at the age of 32, he was reportedly “the youngest president of any Jewish 

 
16 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Vol. 1576, pages 64-65. 
17 Landesman, p. 6. 
18 Real Estate, General Information, Parcel 653-B-52. Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 
19 Transfers Recorded. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. September 14, 1917. Page 13. 
20 New M’Keesport Synanogue. The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. November 9, 1930. Page 69. 

Figure 3: The second Kesher Israel cemetery, at 
Elrod, purchased 1917 
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congregation in the country.”21 Mr. Kessler is buried in the Kesher Israel plot at Elrod, his 
gravestone well preserved to this day. 

Even at a distance of ninety years, one can sense the vitality in the Kesher Israel community 
coming into the 1930’s. With a new synagogue on the drawing board, the building and finance 
committee numbered twelve – thirteen with Rev. J. Weinberg22 -- and the Ladies’ Auxiliary was 
actively raising funds through masquerade balls23 and card parties24 held in the ballroom of the 
renowned Penn-McKee Hotel.   

On the afternoon of Tuesday, November 15, 1932, a fire began in the walls of the synagogue. 
Quick action on the part of the members protected the sacred articles from loss, and although 
the fire was contained within the walls, the synagogue sustained $2,000 in damage,25 roughly 
equivalent to $41,000 at this writing. 

Not much was written of Kesher Israel over the next few years, 
though one gets the impression that the fire – coming at a time 
when the United States was well into the Great Depression -- was 
a turning point in the history of Kesher Israel Anchae Sfard.  

On the façade of the chapel building of the Elrod Cemetery in 
Versailles can be found the following inscription: PRESENTED BY 
LADIES AUXILIARY OF KESHER ISRAEL. The keystone above the 
lunette is dated 1933, which would have been the year following 
the fire. That year, in retrospect, coincided with the height of the 

Great Depression.26 It would also prove to be just two years before Kesher Israel closed its doors 
and merged with Sfard Anshe Galizien to form the Svard Synagogue on June 3, 1935.27 

Twenty years after the merger, in 1954, the old synagogue building on Mulberry Street was still 
standing, and had been remodeled for use as an apartment building.28 

 
21 Obituary, Abe L. Kessler. The Jewish Criterion Vol. 76 No. 9. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. July 11, 1930. Page 27. 
22 New M’Keesport Synagogue Planned. The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. November 2, 1930. Page 
50. 
23 Communities section. The Jewish Criterion Vol. 76 No. 23. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. October 17, 1930. Page 10. 
24 Neighboring Communities section. The Jewish Criteriom Vol. 77 No. 20. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. March 27, 
1931. 
25 Synagogue Blaze Causes $2,000 Loss. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. November 16, 1932. 
Page 1. 
26 ‘Great Depression Facts’. Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. Hyde Park, New York. 2016. 
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/great-depression-facts , (accessed 9 March 2022). 
27 Two Synagogues Unite in McKeesport. Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. June 3, 1935. Page 9. 
28 Landesman, p. 6. 

Figure 4: Façade of the chapel at the 
Elrod Cemetery, Versailles. (Photo, 
April 28, 2021) 

https://www.fdrlibrary.org/great-depression-facts
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From all indications, it appears that there was no interment activity at the cemetery in Port Vue 
after the purchase of the property at Elrod, with the possible exception of a number of pandemic 
burials marked with stones bearing only a number.29 

Port Vue Cemetery, a.k.a. “Old Elrod” 
 
“Kesher Israel” does not appear to have ever been a part of a name applied to this cemetery, at 
least in the documents found to date. Indeed, the only reference to any prior name was found in 
the commemorative book of the Port Vue Centennial celebration, wherein the cemetery is listed 
as “Old Elrod Cemetery.”30 While it may have been known as that in later years, it is unlikely that 
a name beginning with “Old” would have been used when the cemetery was new. And “Elrod” 
was already in use since the 1880’s as the collective name for the Temple B’nai Israel and Gemilas 
Chesed cemeteries on the other side of the Youghiogheny River in Versailles, so named for its 
location within the boundaries of the old (pre-Versailles) village referred to as Elrod.31 

One theory about the name “Old Elrod” is that it may have been used colloquially in the years 
that followed the acquisition of that plot of land in the Elrod cemetery. The new cemetery would 
have almost certainly have been referred to as “Elrod”, as were all of the cemeteries located 
there. It seems reasonable, then, that the old cemetery would have eventually come to be 
referred to in conversation among the members of Kesher Israel as the “old Elrod.” 

A corollary to that theory, since debunked, has to do with the existence of a loose-knit 
organization known as “Elrod Cemetery.” It was noted during our research into the Ahavas Achim 
Cemetery in White Oak, that according to the 2021 county tax assessment the cemetery property 
there is owned by that entity.32 Curiously, the last recorded sale date was in December, 1891 – 
the original purchase of that cemetery property. Contrary to the Ahavas Achim situation, the 
Kesher Israel cemetery property in Port Vue is, in fact, owned by “KASHER ISARAEL SEWARD 
CONGREGATION OF MC KEESPORT.”33  

Another name, “Port Vue Cemetery,” surfaced during research into the identities of those buried 
there. Some effort was required, though, to positively connect that name to the cemetery. 

The weathered gravestones at Kesher Israel yielded only one clue, a date, which had to be pieced 
together from partial dates in the two languages commonly encountered in Jewish cemeteries. 
In Hebrew could be read: ּתרעא זו  (“-uz 5671”), the only possibility being Tamuz 5671 ( תרעא תַמּוּז ). 
In English, the month and day “July 16” were clearly visible. The only possible match is 16 July 
1911 (20 Tamuz 5671). 

 
29 Any discussion of “pandemic burials” in this report is based entirely on theory, and has yet to be proven. 
30 Port Vue Centennial 1892-1992. Page 41. 
31 Landesman, p. 5. 
32 The Cemetery on Rippel Road. Fuller, Charles S. and Katz, Richard H.  November, 2021. Page 7. 
33 Allegheny County Tax Assessment, 2022. The owner name is recorded here as in the assessment document. 
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“July 16, 1911” ultimately proved to be key in identifying the location of the cemetery when it 
was found on a death certificate for 2-y.o. Jennie Zvibel.34 Her place of burial was listed as “Port 
Vue Cemetery.” Thirteen subsequent finds between the years 1907 and 1917 echoed the location 
name. No mention of the cemetery name has been found before or after those dates, and the 
number of burials reported to be at “Port Vue Cemetery” approximates the number of once-
inscribed stones at Kesher Israel. 

All of the circumstantial evidence suggests that Kesher Israel Cemetery and Port Vue Cemetery 
are one and the same. Consider the following: All the individuals who have been identified were 
of the Jewish faith, and would have been buried in a Jewish cemetery. There are no other known 
Jewish cemeteries in Port Vue. A death certificate for a Jewish child was found which matched 
the one legible date on a lichen-covered stone. Siblings of the children buried in the Port Vue 
Cemetery who died after 1917 were buried in the Kesher Israel plot in the Elrod Cemetery in 
Versailles. 

The proof, however, came from a reading of the date-matched stone. By using multiple photos 
taken under various conditions including full daylight, daylight with cloud cover, nighttime with 
artificial oblique lighting, and older photos shared with us by a contributor to this project, the 
name of the deceased’s father, on the stone, was proven to match the name on the date-
matched death certificate. That death certificate identified the final resting place of Jennie Zvibel 
as the Port Vue Cemetery. 

It is entirely possible, however, that the cemetery was never formally named, and that the phrase 
“Port Vue Cem” was simply a means of recording the place of interment in a small, unnamed 
Jewish cemetery in Port Vue. 

It should be noted that the phrase “Port Vue Cemetery” can be found in newspaper articles and 
on death certificates from the early 1900’s, wherein it was used to identify the burial locations 
of persons who were not of the Jewish faith. This is most likely a remnant of days prior to the 
establishment of the Kesher Israel Cemetery in 1907 when the Calvary Cemetery was occasionally 
referred to in that manner. 

Murder in Versailles 
 
There is one grave marker at Kesher Israel that immediately catches one’s attention. In stark 
contrast to the others, this one resembles a stone newel post, perhaps 7” on a side. On the 
western face of the stone can be found a badly deteriorated Hebrew inscription which we have 
not been able to read. 

 
34 The surname on the death certificate is clearly spelled “Zvibel,” though the family more often used “Zwibel” or 
“Zweibel.” 
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On the eastern face, however, is an inscription which had been overlooked as completely 
unreadable. That is, until photos taken at night, with oblique lighting, revealed the edges of 
English text in relief. The text reads: JACOB / BERKOWITZ / DIED / MAR 5 1914. 

This came as quite a surprise, as that name had not shown up in our research as having been 
buried at Port Vue Cemetery. Investigation, however, soon turned up a story of murder in 
Versailles. On February 21, 1914, a masked man shot Jacob Berkowitz while in his butcher shop 
in Versailles Borough.35 Death did not come until March 5th.36 His death certificate states that he 
was to be interred at Elrod Cemetery, though his grave has not yet been located in the larger 
Elrod property in Versailles. 

Confidence in the reading of the stone is absolute. Interestingly, the age on his death certificate 
is 44, making Jacob Berkowitz the first of only two identified interments of an adult in the Kesher 
Israel Cemetery. It is also worth noting, in support of correct interpretation of the inscription, 
that another stone of identical shape can be seen in the Ahavas Achim Cemetery, White Oak. 
That stone also bears the Berkowitz surname.37 

Incidentally, Jacob Berkowitz’ Last Will and Testament yielded one more point of interest. 
Although Jacob had at least one living brother at the time of his death, the executor of his Will 
was J. L. Diamond, president of the Kesher Israel Congregation.38 It is our opinion that his burial 
at Kesher Israel may have been a result of this relationship. 

Identified Interments 
 
At first, it seemed as if the Port Vue Cemetery was intended as a children’s cemetery, as that is 
the impression one gets from the ages of most of those buried within. Relying upon the 
parameters of a search for deaths occurring in either Port Vue or McKeesport, between 1907 and 
1917, only fourteen death certificates have been found with the Port Vue Cemetery as the place 
of burial. With the exception of Jacob Berkowitz and the later-identified Rachel Pearl Chotiner, 
the oldest was twelve years old at the time of her death. 

On the following pages are the results of our research: a genealogy of those whom we were able 
to identify as being buried at the Kesher Israel Cemetery in Port Vue. Therein, we seek to 
illuminate their positions within their respective families. Names are listed in the order of 
interment. In the case of multiple interments from the same family, the earliest date is used. 
  

 
35 Thug Wearing Crimson Mask Shoots Butcher. The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. February 22, 1914. 
Page 1. 
36 Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Jacob Berkowitz. Ancestry.com. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0880-01870. 
37 The Cemetery on Rippel Road, p. 14. 
38 Pennsylvania Wills and Probate Records, 1683-1993 for Jacob Berkowitz. Ancestry.com. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8802/images/005573354_01391. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mollie Greenberger 
(1904 – 1907) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Mollie Greenberger, b. 4 Aug 1904 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, d. 27 Oct 1907 at 1112 
Packer St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, buried 28 Oct 1907 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.39 
 

Parents 
 
2. Herman H. Greenberger, also known as Herman Greenberg,37 called Harry 
Greenberger,40 b. 17 Jul 1878 in Bosnia, Czechoslovakia,37,41,42,43 d. 10 May 1944 in Buhl 
Hospital, Sharon. Mercer, PA, buried 11 May 1944 in Sharon, Mercer, PA.40 He married Freda 
Klein, ca 1897.39,40,44 
 
3. Freda Klein, b. 10 Jan 1880 in Sarajeve, Austria-Hungary,37,39,41,45 d. 14 May 1962 in 
Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,46 buried 15 May 1962 in B'nai Zion Cemetery, 
Farrell, Mercer, PA.43,44 
 

Grandparents 
 

 
39  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Mollie Greenberg (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0839-01313. 
40  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Isadore Greenberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/48840_1421012671_0239-04449. 
41  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 7, Allegheny, PA. 
42  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1969 for Herman Greenberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0698-01776. 
43  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 for Isabelle Greemberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1951-20618-61586-59. 
44  1950 Census, Sharpsville, Mercer, PA. 
45  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Freda Greenberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0860-02944. 
46  Obituary, Freda Greenberger (The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. May 15, 1962. Page 
26.), https://www.newspapers.com/image/149269703/?article=ca278008-b980-4a07-af60-
3651baaf02ae. 

Mollie was the daughter of Herman and Freda 
(Klein) Greenberger. She was the fourth child of 
eleven, and died at three years of age. Mollie 
would have been among the first, if not the first, 
to be buried in the Kesher Israel Cemetery. 
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4. Morris Greenberger, b. in Hungary.47  He married Ruth Rachel. 
 
5. Ruth Rachel, b. in Hungary.45 
 
6. David Klein.  He married Esther _______.48 
 
7. Esther _______.46 
 
 
  

 
47  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1969 for Herman Greenberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0698-01776. 
48  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Freda Greenberger (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0860-02944. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Max Weis 
(1908 – 1909) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Max Weis, b. 26 May 1908 in Allegheny Co., PA,49 d. 7 May 1909 at 414 Mulberry St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,47 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.47 
 

Parents 
 
2. Harry Weiss, b. 30 Mar 1883 in Austria,50,51,52 d. 10 Sep 1939 at B&O RR crossing, Lysle 
Blvd., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,49,53 buried 11 Sep 1939 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.49 He married Anna Weisz, also known as Helen Wies,54 ca 1904.49,55,56 
 
3. Anna Weisz, also known as Helen Wies,57 b. ca 1885 in Austria.48,53 
 

Grandparents 
 
4. Marcus Weiss, b. in Austria-Hungary.49  He married Sarah Hertz. 
 
5. Sarah Hertz, b. in Austria-Hungary.49 
 
  

 
49  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Max Weis (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0850-01798. 
50  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Freda Weiss (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_620305176_0803-00434. 
51  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Harry Weiss (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_645856_0614-02441. 
52  WWI Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 for Harry Weiss (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005267083_01970. 
53  Tailor Killed By Train Here (The Daily News. McKeesport, Pennsylvania. September 11, 1939. Page 1.) 
54  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Rose Wies (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/48218_1421012671_0089-00210. 
55  1920 Census, McKeesport Ward 1, Allegheny, PA. 
56  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 1, Allegheny, PA. 
57  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Rose Wies. 

In the brief span of seven years, the family of 
Harry and Anna Weiss suffered the loss of three 
of their nine children. Max was their second 
child. He died a few days before his first birthday. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Freda Weiss 
(1910 – 1910) 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Freda Weiss, b. 13 Mar 1910 in Allegheny, PA,58 d. 20 Mar 1910 at 414 Mulberry St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,56 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.59 
 

Parents 
 
2. See parents of Max Weis 
 
 
  

 
58  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Freda Weiss (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_620305176_0803-00434. 
59  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Harry Rosenstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0502-01928. 

Freda was the third child of Harry and Anna 
Weiss. She lived only 7 days. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bernard Weisz 
(1915 – 1915) 

 
 
 

 

1. Bernard Weisz, b. 21 May 1915 in Allegheny Co., PA,60 d. 22 May 1915 at 312 Mulberry 
St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,58 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.58 
 

Parents 
 
2. See parents of Max Weis 
  

 
60  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Bernard Weisz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0514-00990. 

Bernard lived for only 4 hours. He was the sixth 
known child of Harry and Anna Weiss. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bella Moritz 
(1907 – 1910) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Bella Moritz, b. 5 Sep 1907 at 1515 3rd St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,61,62 d. 25 Jan 
1910 in 911 Walnut St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,77 buried in Port Vue (aka Kesher Israel) 
Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.77 
 

Parents 
 
2. Meyer Mikitansky,63 also known as Max Moritz,77 b. 9 Aug 1873 in Winograd, 
Russia,77,64,65,66,67 d. 3 May 1937 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,68 buried 3 
May 1937 in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.84,69  He married Pearl 
Mikitansky,77 also known as Polly,78 other name Fannie Goldberg,77 ca 1899,80,81,78,84 
 
3. Pearl Mikitansky,77 also known as Polly,78 other name Fannie Goldberg,77 b. 13 Oct 1886 
in Russia,70,77,78,80 d. 20 Mar 1962 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,86 buried 21 
Mar 1962 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.86 
 

 
61  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Bella Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406260_0574-01499. 
62  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Bella Monitz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/42411_1521003238_0989-03328. 
63  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Israel Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/47550_2421401755_0218-01467. 
64  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 2, Allegheny, PA. 
65  1930 Census, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA. 
66  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Max Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134404-00555. 
67  Pennsylvania Arriving Paseenger and Crew Lists, 1798-1962 - Meyer Mikitansky (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8769/images/PAT840_49-0736. 
68  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Max Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_1220705235_0651-02773. 
69  JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry, Max Moritz (JewishGen.org. JOWBR database online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/759633:1411. 
70  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Pearl Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406260_0773-00854. 

Bella was the fourth child of Max and Pearl 
Moritz. She died at the age of two. It is believed 
that their third child, as yet unidentified, died in 
infancy. 
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Grandparents 
 
4. Morris Arin Mikitansky.84 
 
6. Maurice Louis Mikitansky.86 He married Hudel _______,86 Hebrew name Hindel.71 
 
7. Hudel _______,86 Hebrew name Hindel,87 b. 1851 in Rokitno, Vasilkov, Kiev, Russia,72,73 
d. 13 Jul 1929 at 53 Olive St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,88,87,74 buried in Tree of Life Cemetery, 
Versailles, Allegheny, PA.88 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
12. _______ Mikitansky.87 
 
14. Shmuel _______.87 
 
 

  

 
71  Congregation Sfard Golden Book (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records [2022.0096], Rauh Jewish 
Archives), 24. 
72  Tombstone Inscription, Hodel Moritz, Tree of Life Cemetery, Versailles, PA. 
73  New York Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists - Perel Mekitansky (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_798-0114. 
74  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Hudel Moritz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_645856_0574-00018. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sophia Zlotziver 
(1909 – 1910) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Sophia Zlotziver, b. 9 Jan 1909 in Allegheny, PA,75,76 d. 18 Oct 1910 at 1722 Tacoma Ave., Port Vue, 

Allegheny, PA,77 buried 18 Oct 1910 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.78 

 

Parents 

 

2. Adolph Zlotziver, also known as Aharon Zlotziver,79,80 also known as Carl Ward,81 b. 9 Feb 1872 in 
Austria / Galicia,82,83,84,85,86 d. 26 Jul 1935 in Liberty Boro, Allegheny, PA,87,88 buried 26 Jul 1935 in Tree 

 
75  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Sophia Zlociwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0501-02307. 
76  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Sophia Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/46629_520306900_0060-03829. 
77  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, Sophia Zlociwer. 
78  Ibid. 
79  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Howard Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0515-00578. 
80  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Aharon Zlotziver (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives), Page 11. 
81  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, Howard Zlotzwer. 
82  Pennsylvania Death Certificats, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
83  1920 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
84  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ethel Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421402106_0693-00876. 
85  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Sophia Zlociwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0501-02307. 
86  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 - Ella Pollak (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901987371:61381. 
87  Pennsylvania Wills and Probate Records, 1683-1993 for Adolph Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Estate Index 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8802/images/005538158_00303. 
88  Pennsylvania Death Certificats, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 

Sophia was the fifth child of Adolph and Ella 
(Pollak) Zlotziver. She died at one year and nine 
months. The Zlotzivers’ first child, as yet 
unidentified, is believed to have died in infancy. 
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of Life S'fard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.89  He married (1) Ella Pollak, 7 Aug 1898 in 
Allegheny Co., PA,90,91 b. 21 Apr 1877 in Russia,92,93,94,95 d. 9 May 1922 at 1723 Tacoma St., Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA,96,97 buried 10 May 1922 in Tree of Life S'fard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.98,99  
He married (2) Fannie Hausrath,100,101,102 b. ca 1881 in Galicia / Poland,103,104 d. 20 Mar 1966 at 
Woodville State Hospital, Collier, Allegheny, PA,105,106 buried 22 Mar 1966 in Homestead Hebrew 
Cemetery, West Mifflin, Allegheny, PA.107,108 

 

 
89  JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry for Adolph Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Index online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/759592:1411. 
90  1930 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
91  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 - Ella Pollak (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901987371:61381. 
92  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ethel Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421402106_0693-00876. 
93  1920 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
94  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.) 
95  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 - Ella Pollak (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901987371:61381. 
96  1930 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
97  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0612-02206. 
98  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0612-02206. 
99  JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Index online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/759593:1411. 
100  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 for Esther Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1951-21046-13894-67. 
101  1930 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
102  Pennsylvania Death Certificats, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
103  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 for Esther Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1951-21046-13894-67. 
104  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Fannie Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48221_1421012671_0043-00457. 
105  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Fannie Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48221_1421012671_0043-00457. 
106  Obituary, Fannie Zlotziver (The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. March 21, 1966. Page 37.), 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/149223092/?article=0e6bf2c5-72d8-47b9-81e3-
4841bebbbfc1. 
107  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Fannie Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48221_1421012671_0043-00457. 
108  Obituary, Fannie Zlotziver (The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. March 21, 1966. Page 37.), 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/149223092/?article=0e6bf2c5-72d8-47b9-81e3-
4841bebbbfc1. 
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3. Ella Pollak, b. 21 Apr 1877 in Russia,109,110,111,112 d. 9 May 1922 at 1723 Tacoma St., Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA,113,114 buried 10 May 1922 in Tree of Life S'fard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.115,116 

 

Grandparents 

 

4. Leib Zlozower,117 Hebrew name Yehuda Eli,118 also known as Louis,119,120 also known as Leonard 
Zlotziver,121 called Libby,122 b. 1 Sep 1845 in Austria,123,124,125 d. 2 Feb 1921 at 626 Mulberry St., 

 
109  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ethel Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421402106_0693-00876. 
110  1920 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
111  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.) 
112  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 - Ella Pollak (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901987371:61381. 
113  1930 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
114  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0612-02206. 
115  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0612-02206. 
116  JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Index online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/759593:1411. 
117  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
118  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Yehuda Eli Zlotziver (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives), Page 9. 
119  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 3, Allegheny, PA. 
120  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1969 for Pearl (Zlozower) Weiss (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606190_0685-01599. 
121  Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 for Leonard Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Index 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/612761931:60901. 
122  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
123  Ibid. 
124  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 3, Allegheny, PA. 
125  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1969 for Leib Zlozower (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0851-01292. 
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McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,126 buried 3 Feb 1921 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.127  He 
married Esther Hannah Chottiner,128 Hebrew name Ester Henia HaCohen,129 ca 1875.130 

 

5. Esther Hannah Chottiner,131 Hebrew name Ester Henia HaCohen,132 b. ca 1850 in Austria,133,134 buried 
11 Apr 1916.135 

6. Jacob Pollak, b. in Russia.136  He married Elizabeth Schoomer. 

7. Elizabeth Schoomer, b. ca 1849 in Russia.137,138 

 

Great-Grandparents 

 

8. Adolph Zlozower, b. in Austria Poland.139 

10. Abraham Chaim Chottiner. 

  

 
126  Ibid. 
127  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1969 for Leib Zlozower (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0851-01292. 
128  Pennsylvania Death Certificats, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
129  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Ester Henia Zlotziver (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives), Page 27. 
130  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 3, Allegheny, PA. 
131  Pennsylvania Death Certificats, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
132  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Ester Henia Zlotziver (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives), Page 27. 
133  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Adolph Zlotzwer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401574_0639-00931. 
134  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 3, Allegheny, PA. 
135  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Ester Henia Zlotziver (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives), Page 27. 
136  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ella Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0612-02206. 
137  Ibid. 
138  1910 Census, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA. 
139  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1969 for Leib Zlozower (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0851-01292. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Margerite Zlotziver 
(1911 – 1912) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Margerite Zlotziver, also known as Ethel Zlotziver,140 b. 23 Oct 1911 in Allegheny, 
PA,114,141 d. 10 Jul 1912 in McKeesport , Allegheny, PA,114 buried 10 Jul 1912 in Port Vue 
Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.114 
 

Parents 
 
2. See parents of Sophia Zlotziver. 
 

 
  

 
140  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ethel Zlotzerer (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421402106_0693-00876. 
141  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Margerite Zlotziver (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/48218_1421012671_0138-02424. 

Margerite, seventh child of Adolph and Ella 
(Pollak) Zlotziver, was only 8 months old at her 
passing.  
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rachel Pearl Chotiner 
(1832 – 1910) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Rachel Pearl Chotiner, other name Ester,142 b. 15 Mar 1832 in Galicia,143 d. 25 Feb 1910 
at 911 Brick Alley, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, most likely buried in Kesher Israel Cemetery, Port 
Vue, Allegheny, PA.144 
  
 She married Harry Schrager, also known as Herman,116 Hebrew name Tzvi Schraga,145 b. 
in Galicia.146 
 

Parents 
 
2. Adolph Chotiner, b. in Galicia.147  He married Rose Kalel. 
 
3. Rose Kalel, b. in Galicia.121 
  

 
142  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Sarah Chotiner (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_622204_0696-01320. 
143  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Rachel Pearl Schrager (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401757_0402-00763. 
144  Tombstone. 
145  Congregation Sfard Golden Book (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records [2022.0096], Rauh Jewish 
Archives), pg. 15. 
146  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Ben Schrager (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_620305176_0628-03112. 
147  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Rachel Pearl Schrager (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401757_0402-00763. 

Pearl is one of only two adults to have been 
identified at the Kesher Israel Cemetery at Port 
Vue. She died at the age of seventy-seven, 
having been born in Galicia circa 1832. 

n.b.: The inclusion of Pearl in the list of those buried 
at Kesher Israel is based on circumstantial evidence 
derived from a reading of a weathered gravestone. 
That she is interred there has yet to be proven. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minnie Coplon 
(1909 – 1910) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Minnie Coplon, b. 17 Sep 1909 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, d. 16 Sep 1910 at 713 
White St. McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, buried 17 Sep 1910 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.148 
 

Parents 
 
2. Edward Coplon, b. 16 Feb 1880 in Russia.122,149  He married Bertha _______, ca 1903.123 
 
3. Bertha _______, b. ca 1881 in Russia.122,123 

 
  

 
148  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Minnie Coplon (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0859-01350. 
149  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 6, Allegheny, PA. 

Minnie was the third child of three born to 
Edward and Bertha Coplon. She died just one day 
short of her first birthday. No further record has 
been found of her family. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Harry Rosenstein 
(1909 – 1911) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
1. Harry Rosenstein, b. ca Aug 1909 in Allegheny Co., PA, d. 16 Jan 1911 at 717 Mulberry 
St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.150 
 

Parents 
 
2. Adolph Rosenstein, also known as Abel Rosenstein,151 b. ca 1885 in Austria,106,152,107 d. 
1927.153  He married Fannie Finestone, also known as Fanny Feinstein,109 ca 1908.109 
 
3. Fannie Finestone, also known as Fanny Feinstein,108 b. 18 Apr 1892 in 
Hungary,154,108,109,110 d. 24 Nov 1963 in Los Angeles, CA.155,156  She married (1) Adolph 
Rosenstein, also known as Abel Rosenstein,109 ca 1908,109 b. ca 1885 in Austria,157,108,107 d. 
1927.109 She married (2) Louis L. Mandelblatt, 1 May 1938 at Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA, by 
Rabbi Goodman A. Rose,158 b. 15 Jun 1871 in Russia,109,159 d. 23 Sep 1959 in Los Angeles, CA.112 
 

Grandparents 
 

150  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Harry Rosenstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0502-01928. 
151  1910 Census, McKeesport Ward 2, Allegheny, PA. 
152  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Sylvia Rosenstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/48840_302022005604_0283-
01235. 
153  Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950, Allegheny - Fanny Rosenstein & Louis L. Mandelblatt 
(FamilySearch.org. Image online,), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9GYC-9M4Y. 
154  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Harry Rosenstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0502-01928. 
155  Obituary, Sadie (Finestone) Tuckfelt (The Pittsbirgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. January 13, 1964. 
Page 33.), https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/149342610/. 
156  California Death Index, 1940-1997 - Fannie Mandelblatt (Ancestry.com. Index online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4568904:5180. 
157  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Harry Rosenstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_645856_0502-01928. 
158  Marriage License - Fanny Rosenstein and Louis L. Mandelblatt (FamilySearch.org. Image online.), 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GGYC-9MW7. 
159  1900 Census, Braddock Ward 3, Allegheny, PA. 

The first child of three born to Adolph and Fannie 
Rosenstein, Harry died at one year and five 
months of age.  
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6. Morris Finestone, b. 1863 in Hungary,109,160 d. 1927,109,116 buried in Tree of Life Sfard 
Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.116 He married Lena Cook, also known as Dina.161,162 
 
7. Lena Cook, also known as Dina,117 b. 1867 in Hungary,109,163 d. 23 Nov 1945 in Jewish 
Home for the Aged, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,119,118 buried 23 Nov 1945 in Tree of Life Sfard 
Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.119 
 

Great-Grandparents 
 
14. Harry Cook, b. in Austria-Hungary.118  He married Hannah _______. 
 
15. Hannah _______, b. in Austria-Hungary.118 
  

 
160  Tombstone Inscription - Morris Finestone. 
161  1930 Census, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA. 
162  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Lena Feinstein (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421401696_0665-00469. 
163  Tombstone Inscription - Lena Finestone. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jennie Zwibel 
(1909 – 1911) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Jennie Zwibel, Hebrew name Chaya Shindil,164 b. 29 Apr 1909 in Bronx, New York, 
NY,165,166,167 d. 16 Jul 1911 at 423 Sheridan St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,121,120 buried in Port 
Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.121,120 
 

Parents 
 
2. Charles Zwibel, Hebrew name Asher Antschil (Zwibel),168 Hebrew name Anzel Zwibel,169 
also known as Anshel Cwibel,170,171 also known as Nathan Zwiebel,122 b. 12 Jan 1883 in Zloczow, 
Austria / Golegura, Austria, Galicia,121,122,172,126,125,173,124 d. 14 Jun 1964 at Jewish Home for the 

 
164  Tombstone Inscription - Jennie Zvibel. 
165  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Jennie Goebel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0865-02233. 
166  New York, New York, Index to Birth Certificates, 1866-1909 for Jennie Ziviebel (Ancestry.com. 
Transcription online.), https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219610:61779. 
167  1910 Census, Brooklyn Ward 29, Kings, NY. 
168  Tombstone Inscription - Charles "Anczel" Zwibel (FindAGrave.com. Photo online.) 
169  1920 Census, Clairton, Allegheny, PA. 
170  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Anshel Cwibel (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134296-00371. 
171  Birth Record - Pinkas I. Zweibel (aka Philip I. Kohn) (Record books of Jewish communities from the so-
called "beyond the Bug River". Online.), 
http://agadd.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300/sygn.%20198/pages/PL_1_300_198_0048.htm. 
172  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Ruth Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/47295_302022005557_1241-00159. 
173  Galicia, Ukraine, Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1789-1905 - Anczel Zwiebel (Ancestry.com. Extract 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/439692:3132?ssrc=pt&tid=179494534&pid=102340955706. 

Long after her death at the age of two, Jennie’s 
tombstone inscription provided the clue needed 
to decipher the Kesher Israel puzzle. Jennie was 
the third of six children born to Charles and Yetta 
(Katz) Zwibel. 
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Aged, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,174,175,176,177 buried in Tree of Life (Elrod) Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.131  He married (1) Yetta Katz178, also known as Jety Katz, also known as Katie 
Katz,179 ca 1903,180,181,182 b. 10 Apr 1883 in Austria, Galicia,183,121,135,184 d. 19 Mar 1930 at home, 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,138 buried 19 Mar 1930 in Tree of Life (Elrod) Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.138  He married (2) Ruth Schoenberg, also known as Reginie Schonberg,128 28 Jul 
1931 in East Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,185,128,186 b. 9 Aug 1905 in Sinna, Czechoslovakia.140,128 
 
3. Yetta Katz, also known as Jety Katz, also known as Katie Katz,134 b. 10 Apr 1883 in 
Austria, Galicia,138,121,135,139 d. 19 Mar 1930 at home, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,138 buried 19 
Mar 1930 in Tree of Life (Elrod) Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.138 
 

Grandparents 
 

 
174  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Charles Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/46628_520306900_0026-00839. 
175  Addendum to Death Certificate for Charles Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/46628_520306900_0026-00838. 
176  Obituary, Charles Zwibel (The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. June 16, 1964. Page 37.), 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/149315915/. 
177  Tombstone Inscription - Charles "Anczel" Zwibel (FindAGrave.com. Photo online.) 
178  Richard Katz, co-author of this report, bears no known relationship to any of the Katz families 
mentioned herein. 
179  Pennsylvania Birth Certificates, 1906-1913 for Louis E. Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/48218_1421012671_0119-02665. 
180  New York, New York, Index to Birth Certificates, 1866-1909 for Jennie Ziviebel (Ancestry.com. 
Transcription online.), https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219610:61779. 
181  1910 Census, Brooklyn Ward 29, Kings, NY. 
182  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Anshel Cwibel (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134296-00371. 
183  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Yetta Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406271_0870-01033. 
184  1920 Census, Clairton, Allegheny, PA. 
185  1940 Census, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA. 
186  1950 Census, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA. 
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4. Israel Meyer Zwiebel, also known as Max Zwibel,187 also known as Yisrael Meir Zwiebel, 
also known as Isadore Zwibel,188 b. in Austria.142,189  He married Annie Grosskop, also known as 
Henie Bine Grosskopf,190,191 also known as Hannah Gross.144 
 
5. Annie Grosskop, also known as Henie Bine Grosskopf,145,192 also known as Hannah 
Gross,193 b. in Austria.194 
 
6. Ben Katz, b. in Austria.138 He married Jenny Selter. 
 
7. Jenny Selter, b. in Austria.138 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
10. _______ Nathan Grosskopf.  He married Marjem Rifke.145 
 
11. Marjem Rifke. 
 
  

 
187  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Phillip I. Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406271_0868-02826. 
188  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Sarah Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0677-01216. 
189  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Esther (Zweibel) Parker (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_1521003238_0950-01145. 
190  Birth Record - Pinkas I. Zweibel (aka Philip I. Kohn) (Record books of Jewish communities from the so-
called "beyond the Bug River". Online.), 
http://agadd.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300/sygn.%20198/pages/PL_1_300_198_0048.htm. 
191  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Henie Bine Grosskopf (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives) 
192  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Henie Bine Grosskopf (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives) 
193  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Esther (Zweibel) Parker (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_1521003238_0950-01145. 
194  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Phillip I. Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406271_0868-02826. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meyer Zwibel 
(1907 – 1914) 

 
 

 

 

1. Meyer Zwibel, also known as Max I. Zwibel,195 b. 10 Apr 1907 in New York City, New 
York, NY,196,150 d. 6 Jul 1914 in Versailles, Allegheny, PA,150,197 buried 7 Jul 1914 in Port Vue 
Cemetery (aka Kesher Israel Cemetery), Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.150,152 
 

Parents 
 
2. See parents of Jennie Zwibel. 
 

 
  

 
195  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Max I. Zwible (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406272_0632-03403. 
196  1910 Census, Brooklyn Ward 29, Kings, NY. 
197  Boy Drowns in the Youghiogheny River (The Daily News. McKeesport, Pennsylvania. July 7, 1914. 
Page 1.) 

Meyer Zwibel, the second child of Charles and 
Yetta (Katz) Zwibel, drowned while swimming in 
the Youghiogheny River. He was 7 years old. 



The Jewish Cemetery in Port Vue 

Page 33 of 125 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Baby Boy Cohn 
(1914 – 1914) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Baby Boy Cohn, b. 10 Jan 1914 at 515-1/2 Market St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,198 d. 
10 Jan 1914 at 515-1/2 Market St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,153 buried 10 Jan 1914 in Port 
Vue Cemetery, Port Vue. Allegheny, PA.153 
 

Parents 
 
2. Phillip Isaac Kohn, also known as Pinkas Isaak Zwiebel,199 Hebrew name Pinkas Yitzkah 
Kohn,200 also known as Phillip Kahn,201 also known as Philip Cohen,202 b. 18 Mar 1878 in 
Gologory, Poland (Goldegura, Austria),153,156,203 d. 29 Sep 1929 in McKeesport Hospital, 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,204,205,206,207 buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, 

 
198  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for (Unnamed) Cohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_647680_0910-01109. 
199  Birth Record - Pinkas I. Zweibel (aka Philip I. Kohn) (Record books of Jewish communities from the so-
called "beyond the Bug River". Online.), 
http://agadd.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300/sygn.%20198/pages/PL_1_300_198_0048.htm. 
200  Congregation Sfard Golden Book (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records [2022.0096], Rauh Jewish 
Archives), 34. 
201  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Bella Kahn (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134276-00432. 
202  1910 Census, Brooklyn Ward 29, Kings, NY. 
203  Birth Record - Pinkas I. Zweibel (aka Philip I. Kohn) (Record books of Jewish communities from the so-
called "beyond the Bug River". Online.), 
http://agadd.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300/sygn.%20198/pages/PL_1_300_198_0048.htm. 
204  Pennsylvania Wills and Probate Records, 1683-1993 for Philip Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8802/images/005538161_00461?pId=230824. 
205  Tombstone Inscription - Philip Kohn (FindAGrave.com. Photo online.), 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/155294542/philip-kohn. 
206  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Phillip I. Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406271_0868-02826. 
207  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Lillian Kahn (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/47295_302022005557_1125-00006. 

An unnamed baby boy who died at birth was the 
fourth child of five born to Phillip and Bella Kohn. 
Phillip was a son of the Zwibel family; Baby Boy 
Cohn shares grandparents with Jennie and Max 
Zwibel. 
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Allegheny, PA.160  He married (1) Bella Fruschtick, also known as Bella Frestick,208 ca 1898,156,157 
b. 28 Mar 1879 in Galicia, Austria,209,210,157 d. 25 Oct 1919 in McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,164 buried 26 Oct 1919 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.164  He 
married (2) Lillian Gutfliesh, also known as Launa Gutfleish,162 also known as Lillie 
Gutterfleish,161 24 Nov 1925 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,161,162 b. 11 Jul 1895 in Lborow, 
Poland.211,212,162 
 
3. Bella Fruschtick, also known as Bella Frestick,163 b. 28 Mar 1879 in Galicia, 
Austria,164,153,157 d. 25 Oct 1919 in McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,169 buried 
26 Oct 1919 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.164 
 

Grandparents 
 
4. Israel Meyer Zwiebel, also known as Max Zwibel,161 also known as Yisrael Meir Zwiebel, 
also known as Isadore Zwibel,213 b. in Austria.161,214  He married Annie Grosskop, also known as 
Henie Bine Grosskopf,154,215 also known as Hannah Gross.169 
 
5. Annie Grosskop, also known as Henie Bine Grosskopf,154,170 also known as Hannah 
Gross,169 b. in Austria.161 
 
6. Heime Freistic, b. in Austria-Galicia.164  He married Bella _______. 
 
7. Bella _______, b. in Austria-Galicia.164 
 

Great-Grandparents 
 
10. _______ Nathan Grosskopf.  He married Marjem Rifke.154 
 
11.  

 
208  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Annie Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_1521003238_0716-02954. 
209  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Bella Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0604-02170. 
210  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for (Unnamed) Cohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_647680_0910-01109. 
211  Pennsylvania Marriages, 1852-1968 for Ann Sabina Kohn (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1942-21113-9956-52. 
212  1940 Census, North Braddock, Allegheny, PA. 
213  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Sarah Zwibel (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0677-01216. 
214  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Esther (Zweibel) Parker (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_1521003238_0950-01145. 
215  Congregation Sfard Golden Book - Henie Bine Grosskopf (Gemilas Chesed Congregation Records 
[2022.0096], Rauh Jewish Archives) 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jacob Berkowitz 
(1866 – 1914) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Jacob Berkowitz, also known as Jankel Berkowitz,216 also known as Yacob Berkowitz,217 
b. 22 Aug 1866 in Marimorish (Maramoros), Hungary,218,172,219 d. 5 Mar 1914 in McKeesport 
Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,173,220 buried in Kesher Israel Cemetery. Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA,175 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.173 
  
 He married Blima _______,174 b. in Marimorish (Maramoros?), Hungary.174 
 

Parents 
 
2. Joseph Berkowitz, b. in Hungary.173  He married Frieda Davidovich, other name Freida 
Hronavitz.173 
 
3. Frieda Davidovich, other name Freida Hronavitz.173 
  

 
216  New York Arriving Passenger Lists for Jankel Berkowitz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_261-0212?pId=4001551300. 
217  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Jacob Berkowitz (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/007796721_01345?pId=512855. 
218  Pennsylvania Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Jacob Berkowitz (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421401696_0880-01870. 
219  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Jacob Berkowitz (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134259-00364. 
220  Tombstone Inscription - Jacob Berkowitz. 

Jacob is one of two adults identified among 
those interred at Kesher Israel. He was attacked 
in his butcher shop and subsequently died from a 
gunshot wound. Jacob was the father of six 
children. 

Jacob’s death certificate gives his place of burial 
as Elrod Cemetery, though his tombstone was 
found in Kesher Israel. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nellie Kahan 
(1905 – 1917) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Nellie Kahan, b. 20 Apr 1905 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,221,222 d. 11 Jul 1917 at 935 
Jerome St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, buried 12 Jul 1917 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.176 
 

Parents 
 
2. Benjamin Kahan, also known as Febish(?) ben Chaim Leib,223 b. 16 Jun 1866 in 
Maramoros Lzigt, Hungary,176,177 d. 14 Sep 1918 at 2522 E. 37th St., Cleveland, Cuyahoga, 
OH,224,178,225 buried in Lansing Avenue Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.178  He married 
Regina Engelstein, also known as Freda Rivka,226 Jan 1892.227 
 
3. Regina Engelstein, also known as Freda Rivka,181 b. ca 1869 in Maramoros Lzigt, 
Hungary,176,228,229 d. 21 Dec 1954, buried in Lansing Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.181 
 

Grandparents 

 
221  Pennsylvania Death Certificate, 1906-1968 for Nellie Kahan (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_0595-00368. 
222  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Benjamin Kahan (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134249-00185. 
223  JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry, Benjamin Kahan (JewishGen.org. JOWBR database 
online.), https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/jgdetail_2.php. 
224  City Directories, 1822-1995 for Benjamin Kahan (Ancestry.com. Image online.), 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/290942398:2469. 
225  Ohio Deaths, 1908-1953 - Benjamin Kahan (FamilySearch.org. Image online.), 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GPJ1-397C. 
226  Tombstone Inscription - Regina Kahan (FindAGrave.com. Photo online.), 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/31256828/regina-kahan. 
227  Silver Wedding (The Pittsburgh Press. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. January 2, 1917. Page 10.), 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/143968922. 
228  Pennsylvania Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1931 for Benjamin Kahan (Ancestry.com. Image 
online.), https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134249-00185. 
229  1940 Census, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH. 

Nellie was the sixth child of eight born to 
Benjamin and Regina Kahan. Twelve years old 
when she died, Nellie is quite possibly the last 
regular interment in the Kesher Israel Cemetery, 
Port Vue. 
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4. Chaim Leib Kahan.178 
 
6. Avraham Engelstein.185 
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The Mystery of Annie Kostkas 
 
Among the children whose death certificates cite burial in the Port Vue Cemetery, one is 
somewhat puzzling. Three-year-old Annie Kostkas was with her mother and three other adults 
who were picking coal at the mouth of the abandoned Penny mine when the roof fell in, killing 
Annie and one of the adults. If we are to believe her death certificate, Annie would possibly be 
the first person to be interred in the Port Vue Cemetery. But there are questions.  

Her burial date, October 17, 1907, is eleven days before the cemetery property was purchased. 
That, in itself, should be reason enough to discount the information on the death certificate. Let’s 
assume, for a moment, that special dispensation was made for a 3-year-old victim of a coal mine 
roof fall. 

Her parents and other family members are buried in the Calvary Cemetery, though the 
management group there has no record of Annie. It should be noted that her parents’ gravestone 
in Calvary is adorned with a bold cross-and-lilies motif. If the parents were Christian at the time 
of their deaths (1935 and 1951), what is the probability that Annie was Jewish? And if she were 
not Jewish, what is the likelihood of her being buried in an as-yet-unconsecrated Jewish 
cemetery? 

It is our opinion that the use of the phrase “Port Vue Cem” on Annie Kostkas’ death certificate 
referred to another cemetery that was in existence at the time, most likely the Calvary Cemetery. 
We include this discussion here to aid future researchers who may encounter this anomaly in the 
records. 

Numbered Graves 
 
Another interesting feature that stands out among the gravestones at Kesher Israel are the 
simple stones inscribed with only a number. These “slab” stones measure 8” wide by 2” thick, 
with a square-cut top. The full measure of the height of the stones is roughly two feet, the lower 
part of which is buried in the ground. There is no “base” upon which the stone rests. Similar 
stones can be found in the Ahavas Achim Cemetery in White Oak, where it is theorized that they 
mark the graves of victims of the “Spanish flu” pandemic of 1918.230 

Indeed, the existence of these “slab” stones at Kesher Israel was a critical factor in the 
interpretation of the stones found at Ahavas Achim. There, only three stones were found in situ, 
one with only three inches visible above the ground. Various theories were considered and 
discarded before the Kesher Israel stones were examined. 

Most of the Kesher Israel “slab” stones appear to be in situ, arranged in a row. Unlike the 
relatively scattered locations of the Ahavas Achim stones, the placement of these stones strongly 

 
230 Fuller and Katz, p. 23. 
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suggests that they are, in fact, grave markers. Ten of these “slab” stones are visible at the Kesher 
Israel cemetery as of this writing, though some have evidence of having borne inscriptions at one 
time. Of the numbered square-top “slabs”, only #8 and #17 are clearly visible.  

In addition to the “slab” stones described above, there are a number of 
similarly-numbered stones at Kesher Israel that have an arched top. Like 
the “slab” stones, some of the “arch-top” stones bear only a number, 
albeit of a different height and style. It is believed that these, too, are 
pandemic stones, likely produced by a different monument company 
than the “slab” stones. 

There are ten “arch-top” stones at Kesher Israel, nearly all of which are 
no longer legible despite the depth of the original numeric inscription. 
Under oblique lighting, stones can be seen to be clearly etched with the 
numbers 2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 18, 20, 21, 22, and 24. There are other numbered 
“ach-top” stones which, to date, defy identification. One bears the digit 
9, offset to the right of the centerline as if to suggest another digit to the 
left, but none is apparent. Given the sequence of identified numbers, 19 
seems a reasonable assumption. 

  

Figure 5: Examples of "slab" 
and "arch top" stones. 
Photographed as found, Feb. 
28, 2022. 
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Conclusion 
 

Seemingly in the backyard of a house in Port Vue, Allegheny County, PA, there rests a small, relatively 
unnoticed, cemetery. No fence or gate defines the space it occupies, only a small metal sign recently 
placed by the Jewish Cemetery and Burial Association of Greater Pittsburgh. The tombstones within have 
long since lost their ability to convey information about whose graves they mark, save for three which 
only gave up their secrets through extraordinary effort.  

With only two discernible rows of grave markers, it is the final resting place of a number of Jewish children 
and two known adults who died between 1907 and 1917. Twenty-eight stones were counted, though 
there may have been more at one time. Fifteen individuals have been identified as having been buried 
there. The others may have been victims of the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918, their final resting places 
marked only with a numbered stone. 

All but two of the identified interments are of children who died at or below the age of twelve, the one 
identified adult being the victim of a murder, and the other having led a life that began 190 years before 
her name appeared in this publication. 

The Kesher Israel Cemetery, as it is now known, has an interesting history though its future is steadily 
being eroded by the forces of nature. It is our sincere hope that the documented results of this project 
continue to exist long after the last vestige of the cemetery has been washed away, and that the memory 
of those buried therein is never lost. 
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APPENDIX I – Lot Dimensions 
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APPENDIX II – Chain of Custody 
 
N.b.: This is by no means an official chain of custody, and should not be cited as such. It was compiled by the author 
from the referenced documents, and may contain errors of transcription or interpretation either by the authors or by 
previous transcribers. It is provided here for benefit of those who may be researching the lives of those named herein. 
 
The recorded history of the land on which the Kesher Israel Cemetery sits today begins in the 
year 1768 with an affidavit231 which states in its entirety, “We the Subscribers two of the Justices 
of the Peace in and for the County of Westmoreland in the Common Wealth of Pennsylvania Do 
hereby Certify that there was an Improvement made by Robert Hodgins on a Tract of Land in the 
Forks of the Youghiogheny & Monongahela river and Lying along Lands of Samuel St. Clair’s Line 
and Robert Thompson in the Year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and Sixty eight as 
appears to us By a Bill of Sale dated the Ninth day of April one thousand Seven hundred and 
Seventy six to James Holady & Sold by the said James Holady to Peter Barrickman as appears by 
an assignment altho not signed.232 Witness our hand this Seventh day of May one thousand Seven 
hundred and Eighty four. [Signed: Mich Huffnagle and Alen Mitchel] 

The land referenced, encompassing approximately 375.6 acres, was warranted by Peter 
Barrickman on August 12, 1784.233,234 It would be over 46 years before the first patent was issued, 
for 186.35 acres, to William Sill on April 7, 1831.235 It is this tract on which the Kesher Israel 
Cemetery would eventually reside. 

In 1841, per his Last Will and Testament, William Sill bequeathed the property to his daughter, 
Martha, and son-in-law, William Penny, with provision that upon their deaths, the land become 
the property of their son, John Penny. To wit, “I will and bequeath to my Son-in-Law William 
Penny and my daughter, Martha, that tract or parcel of Land on which they now live in Elizabeth 
Township county aforesaid containing one hundred and eighty six acres […] and on the death of 
the said William and Martha the aforesaid tract of Land is to Entail to my Grand Son John Penny 
[…].”236 

Few residents of Port Vue today would recognize the name John Penny, though he was once a 
well-known landowner and coal operator in the area. On March 2, 1878, at a time when 
operators throughout the region were suffering similar financial downturns, John Penny filed a 

 
231 Pennsylvania Land Warrants and Applications, 1733-1952 – Peter Barrickman, Westmoreland County, May 7, 
1784. Ancestry.com. Image online. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2350/images/33021_263218-01423 
232 The phrase, “altho not signed” was stricken in the original as it is here. 
233 Pennsylvania Land Warrants and Applications, 1733-1952 – Peter Barrickman, Westmoreland County, August 
14, 1784. Ancestry.com. Image online. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2350/images/33019_b079024-00966. 
234 Map of Lincoln and Elizabeth Townships. September 1, 1901. 
235 Westmoreland County Warrant Register, page 8. Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/WestmorelandPages/Westmoreland8.pdf 
236 Last Will and Testament of Willam Sill. Will Books, 1789-1917; Allegheny County (Pennsylvania). Register of 
Wills; Probate Place: Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
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voluntary petition in bankruptcy.237 Subsequently, “William Whigham and Madison Bailey were 
duly Chosen Assignees of the Estate of said Bankrupt and confirmed by [the District Court of the 
United States for the Western District of Pennsylvania] and Thereupon all the Estate property and 
effects of said Bankrupt were duly conveyed to Said Assignees by the Register in Bankruptcy by 
his deed of Assignment dated April 1st 1878.”238 

At this point, ownership of the property becomes difficult to follow with certainty, as the land in 
question was divided and sold to two individuals, Andrew McClure, and John Dale, and the 
portion sold to each described in their respective deeds in terms relative to adjoining properties. 
It can be shown however, from the Port Vue Plan of October 1893, that McClure owned the land 
to the west of Fern Alley. The Dale property is shown to lie to the east of the Port Vue Plan of 
Lots. Both are evidenced by the inclusion in the plan of a “McClure Alley” and a “Dale Street” on 
the edges of the plan of lots, adjoining their respective properties, and a signed statement by 
John Dale acknowledging his assent to the location of the streets and their dedication to public 
use.239  

It is known that Andrew McClure, on July 16, 1878, purchased part of the Penny property240 which 
is described in the Port Vue Centennial book as encompassing an area “from New York Avenue 
south to the Glassport line.”241 Upon the death of Andrew McClure in 1887, this property was 
willed to his son, to wit, “To my son Francis A. I Give and Devise all the farm known as the John 
Penny farm an[d] all the bilding (sic) thereon […].”242 

Francis McClure, in turn, sold part of the “Penny farm” property to John Dale.243 Three years 
later, on November 1, 1890, John Dale and Susanna M., his wife, sold their property to James E. 
White244 for the sum of $37,861.00, approximately $400/acre for 94.5 acres. 

Eight months later, on July 17, 1891, James E. White sold, for the same price, to the Port Vue 
Land & Improvement Company245 who held it until 1903. At that point, it sold 442 lots in the 
borough of Port Vue to The Realty Company for the sum of $1.00.246 

Two of those lots, numbers 12 and 13, were purchased by the Kesher Israel Anchae Sfward 
Congregation of McKeesport on October 28, 1907.247   

 
237 Two More Failures. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. March 2, 1878. Page 1. 
238 Allegheny County, PA, Deed Book Volume 386, Page 61. 
239 Port Vue Pan of Lots, The Port Vue Land & Improvement Company. Allegheny County Pennsylvania Plan Book 
Vol. 14, Pages 114-116. 
240 Allegheny County, PA, Deed Book Volume 386, Page 66. 
241 Port Vue Centennial, 1892-1992. Page 10. 
242 Last Will Testament of Andrew McClure. Will Book Volume 31, Page 216. Allegheny County (Pennsylvania). 
Register of Wills. 
243 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 585, Page 87. 
244 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 726, Page 223. 
245 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 746, Page 534. 
246 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 1341, Page 469. 
247 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book Volume 1576, Page 64. 
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APPENDIX III – Tributes on the Façade of the Chapel, Elrod Cemetery, 
Versailles 
 

KEYSTONE: 1933 

LUNETTE: 

(Hebrew) ישראל  קשר  חברת  
HEVRA (translation: friends [of] or society [of]) 
KESHER YISRAEL 
 
(English) PRESENTED BY /  
LADIES AUXILIARY OF KESHER ISRAEL 

 

TRIBUTE STONES: 

LEFT CORNER, Top to Bottom: 

• PR. BY MR & MRS / HENRY / ZWIBEL 
• PR. BY / BEN KAMINSKY / IN MEMORY OF / HIS PARENTS 
• IN MEMORY OF / OUR PARENTS / MARCUS & IDA / KESSLER 
• PR. BY Mr & MRS / SAM / ROSENZWEIG 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / HIMAN / KAMINSKY 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / I.RACK 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / WOLF / KAMINSKY 
• PR. BY / RALPH KAMINSKY / IN HONOR OF HIS / PARENTS 
• IN MEMORY OF / DAVID G. / KESSLER 

CORNERSTONE: 

• THIS STONE WAS / PURCHASED BY / ELIZABETH KESSLER / IN MEMORY OF HER / 
BELOVED HUSBAND / ABE L. KESSLER 

RIGHT CORNER, Top to Bottom: 

• JOSEPH YECIES / AND / SARAH YECIES 
• DAVE / ROSENZWEIG / AND FAMILY 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / HARRY / ESTNER 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / SAM / KORCHAK 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / HERMAN / MARKOVICS 
• PR. BY MRS. / JOS. KESSLER / IN HONOR OF HER / PARENTS 
• IN MEMORY OF / HUSBAND & SON / MRS. ANNA LEVINE 
• IN MEMORY OF / MARY SIMON / MOTHER / OF A.M. & J.A. SIMON 
• PR. BY MR & MRS. / HARRY WEISS / CLAIRTON 
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CORNERSTONE: 

• THIS STONE WAS PURCHASED / BY HENRY B. KLEIN / IN HONOR OF HIS / PARENTS / MR 
& MRS. NATHAN KLEIN 

LEFT of DOOR, Top to Bottom: 

• PR. BY MR & MRS / JOS. / FELDMAN 
• PR. BY MRS. / PEARL / AUSLANDER 
• PR. BY / M. L. KESSLER / IN HONOR OF HIS / PARENTS 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / HENRY B. KLEIN 
• IN MEMORY OF / MRS. ETHEL / RECHT 
• PR. BY / ZWIBEL BROS / IN HONOR OF / THEIR PARENTS 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / LOUIS J. / FELDMAN 
• IN MEMORY OF / FRANK / KESSLER 
• IN MEMORY OF / MISS BERTHA / KORCHAK 

BELOW WINDOW, Left, Right: 

• PR. BY / MR & MRS. / ADOLF / SEIGEL 
• PR. BY / MR. & MRS. / M. A. COWAN 

RIGHT of DOOR, Top to Bottom: 

• PR. BY MR & MRS / LOUIS / RUBENFELD 
• IN MEMORY OF / OUR FATHER / H. AUSLANDER 
• IN MEMORY OF / OUR MOTHER / LEA ALPERN / GLASSPORT 
• PR. BY MISTER / S. A. ALPERN / GLASSPORT 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / H. ALPERN / GLASSPORT 
• PR. BY MR & MRS / M. ALPERN / GLASSPORT 
• PR. BY MR & MRS. / OSCAR / WINTER 
• PR. BY MR. & MRS. / CHAS. / TUCHFELT 
• PR. BY MRS. / EDITH / BIRNKRANT 

BELOW WINDOW, Left, Right: 

• IN / MENORY OF / MEYER / BUCK 
• PR. BY / IRWIN COHEN / IN MEMORY OF / HIS FATHER 
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APPENDIX IV -- Proving the Location of “Port Vue Cemetery” 
 

Among the most difficult of the questions to be answered by this project was one that should 
have been the easiest, i.e., “Where are we?” The name “Kesher Israel Cemetery” was only 
recently coined, in 2020, by the Jewish Cemetery and Burial Association. That is well-established. 
“Old Elrod,” the name cited in the Port Vue Centennial book, after some discussion is considered 
most likely to have been a colloquialism, essentially the product of early-20th-century 
conversation.248 What, then, was the name of this cemetery at the time of its consecration? 

The answer came from within the cemetery itself. Specifically, it 
came from the last partially-visible line of the inscription on one of 
the stones. Indeed, it was one of only two partially-visible lines on 
any of the stones in the cemetery. 

Once the date was determined, the task evolved into identifying 
someone – anyone – who died within a day or two of that date and 
who was buried in Port Vue. That someone turned out to be Jennie 
Zvibel, a 2-y.o. girl who died from meningitis in McKeesport on that 
exact date. Lo and behold, her death certificate gave her place of 
interment as “Port Vue Cem.” That established the name of the 
cemetery wherein Jennie Zvibel was buried. What was yet to be proven is whether or not “Port 
Vue Cemetery” referred to the property that we were researching. 

With such scant information available from the stones, the one with the “July 16, 1911” date 
became the focus of our efforts for a while. Was it, in fact, the 
gravestone of Jennie Zvibel? 

While this particular stone had fared reasonably well through the years, 
its face was now obscured by a heavy cover of lichen, making it 
impossible to read the Hebrew text beneath. Despite various attempts 
at photographing under various conditions, no additional information 
was discernible. 

A difficult decision was eventually made, in consultation with the Jewish 
Cemetery and Burial Association and others, to clean the stone of the 

lichen growth. Cleaning a stone for genealogical purposes should always be the last resort, after 
all other “no-touch” options have been exhausted. It should be noted that while the science 

 
248 See page 8 for the discussion of the Old Elrod name. 

Figure 7: The “July 16, 1911” 
stone, the face obscured by 
lichen growth. 

Figure 6: "July 16" in English and "-
uz 5671" in Hebrew together yield 
"July 16, 1911" 
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related to the effects of lichens on stone is not entirely settled249, their 
detrimental effects, both mechanical and chemical, have been widely 
documented250.  

Had this stone not potentially held the only remaining key to identifying 
the final resting place of all of those interred in the “Port Vue Cemetery,” 
cleaning would not have been considered. With great caution, the stone 
was gently cleaned using a biological agent and soft-bristled brush 
technique commonly used in the preservation of monuments and historic 
buildings.251 

Details slowly began to emerge, lending credence to our theory that this 
is, in fact, the resting place of Jennie Zvibel. Her father’s given name, 

Anzel, was the first clue, appearing on the stone as “Antzil.” Not all of the clues are so 
straightforward. Jennie’s Hebrew name began to appear as well, but bears no clear relationship 
to her Anglo name. 

Photos taken at dusk, with low-angle oblique lighting252, provided the confirmation that was 
sought. The full inscription reads: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we see the date which matches the death certificate, and the name of her father, which 
also matches the death certificate. That Chaya Shindil is Jennie’s Hebrew name cannot be proven 
from the information available, though it is highly probable given the other clues. 

 
249 Pinna, Daniela. Biofilms and lichens on stone monuments: do they damage or protect? Frontiers in Microbiology. 
April 2, 2014. 
250 P. S. Griffin, N. Indictor, & R. J. Koestler. The Biodeterioration of Stone: a Review of Deterioration Mechanisms, 
Conservation Case Histories, and Treatment. Elsevier Science Publishers Ltd. England. 1991. 
251 The product used to clean the stone, D/2, is a product of D/2 Biological Solutions. Inc. 
252 See Appendix V for a discussion of the technique. 

Figure 8: The Jennie Zvibel 
stone, still wet from cleaning 

 פנ 
 הילדה חיה שיינדיל 

אנציל צוויביל  ר בת  

 נפתרה ביום א 

 כ תמוז תרעא 

 

H[ere] L[ies] 

The girl Chaya Shindil 

bat (daughter of) M[r.] Antzil Zwibil 

died on Sunday 

20 Tamuz 5671 
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The importance of this interpretation goes well beyond the pinpointing of Jennie Zvibel’s burial 
location. By proving that she is buried on that particular piece of land in Port Vue, the name of 
the cemetery that is recorded on her death certificate can be used to identify others buried on 
that same property.  
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APPENDIX V – Reading the Jacob Berkowitz Stone 
 
The discovery of Jacob Berkowitz’ tombstone came as quite a surprise, given 
that every interment found to that point had been of a child aged twelve or 
under. The assumption was that the unique “post” stone marked the burial of 
one of the children whose specific locations we are as yet unable to identify. 

 

 

This is the best photo we could get in the light of midday. 
Cropped from the photo above, taken December 8, 2021, 1:18 
PM EST.  Indeed, when the photo was taken, it was not 
recognized that there was any inscription on this face of the 
stone. 

 

 

LED lighting applied at an oblique angle, across the face of the 
stone, at night, brings out details that are otherwise obscured 
by the ambient light of midday. Cropped from a photo taken 
March 19, 2022, at 7:47 PM EDT, just after sundown, the 
inscription reads, 

JACOB / BERKOWITZ / DIED / MAR 5 1914  

 

In order to read individual characters, it is sometimes necessary to light the stone from various 
angles. The markup photos below show the results from light placed at the upper left, top center, 
and center right of the inscription. All are cropped from photos taken at the same time as the 
one above.   

               

It should be noted that the name “Jacob Berkowitz” – and certainly his death date – were not 
known to the project at the time that the stone was read. 
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APPENDIX VI – Genealogies 
 

Jacob Berkowitz 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Joseph Berkowitz, b. in Hungary.1 He married Frieda Davidovich, other name Freida 
Hronavitz.2 

    Children: 

    2. i. Herman Berkowitz3 b. 12 Jul 1858. 

      ii. Moses Berkowitz,4,5 b. ca 1861 in Hungary.6 

    3. iii. Jacob Berkowitz7 b. 22 Aug 1866. 

    4. iv. Edward Berkowitz8 b. 22 Oct 1874. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Herman Berkowitz, b. 12 Jul 1858 in Marimorish, Hungary,9,10,11 d. 15 Apr 1939 in 
McKeesport Hospital, McKeepsort, Allegheny, PA,12 buried 16 Apr 1939 in Elrod Cemetery, 
Versailles, Allegheny, PA.13 He married Rose Neiman, ca 1883 in Hungary,14,15 b. ca 1863 in 
Marimorish, Hungary,16 d. 19 Nov 1935,17,18,19 buried in Tree of Life S'fard Cemetery, 
Versailles, Allegheny, PA.20 

    Children: 

      i. Ida Berkowitz, b. 18 Dec 1891 in Hungary,21,22 d. 19 Nov 1935 in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny, PA,23,24 buried 20 Nov 1935 in Gates of Wisdom Cemetery, Carrick, 
Allegheny, PA.25  She married Eli Levine, ca 1913,26,27,28 b. 12 Feb 1884 in 
Russia,29 d. 2 Sep 1939,30 buried 3 Sep 1939 in Gates of Wisdom Cemetery, 
Carrick, Allegheny, PA.31 

      ii. Rose Berkowitz, also known as Regina Berkowitz,32 also known as Rijka 
Berkowitz,33 b. 5 Dec 1895 in Hungary.34,35  She married _______ Sabel.36 

      iii. Joseph Berkowitz, b. 8 Jul 1897 in Hungary.37,38 
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      iv. William Berkowitz, b. 1 Jul 1898 in Hungary,39,40 d. 16 Oct 1920 in Donora, 
Washington, PA,41 buried 17 Oct 1920 in Ohav Sholom Cemetery (Eldora 
Jewish Cemetery), Donora, Washington, PA.42,43 

      v. Mollie Berkowitz, b. 28 May 1900 in Hungary,44 d. 2 Sep 1986,45 buried 3 Sep 
1986 in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.46  She married 
Abraham Harry Swartz,47,48 b. 13 Sep 1896 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,49,50 
(son of Annie _______ and Sol Swartz), d. bef 1986.51 

 

3. Jacob Berkowitz, also known as Jankel Berkowitz,52 also known as Yacob Berkowitz,53 b. 22 
Aug 1866 in Marimorish (Maramoros), Hungary,54,55,56 d. 5 Mar 1914 in McKeesport 
Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,57,58 buried in Kesher Israel Cemetery. Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA,59 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA (see notes).60  He 
married Blima _______,61 b. in Marimorish (Maramoros?), Hungary.62 

    Children: 

      i. David Berkowitz, b. 1 Oct 1891 in Hungary.63 

      ii. Fanny Berkowitz, b. 4 Feb 1893 in Hungary.64 

      iii. Peppie Berkowitz, b. 6 Jul 1896 in Hungary.65 

      iv. Joseph Berkowitz, b. 8 Oct 1898 in Hungary.66 

      v. Rachel Berkowitz, b. 15 Jun 1902 in Hungary.67 

      vi. Zalman Berkowitz, b. 1 Dec 1907 in Hungary.68 

 

4. Edward Berkowitz, b. 22 Oct 1874 in Hungary,69,70 d. 15 Nov 1934 in McKeesport Hospital, 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,71 buried 16 Nov 1934 in Gemilas Chesed (old), Elrod 
Cemetery.72  He married Rose Pasternak, ca 1893 in Hungary,73,74,75 b. ca 1872 in Hungary.76 

    Children: 

      i. Louis George Berkowitz,77 b. 12 Nov 1904 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA.78,79 

      ii. Joseph F. Berkowitz, b. ca 1908 in PA.80 

      iii. Sarah Helen Berkowitz,81 b. 11 Jul 1915 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,82,83 d. 
Aug 1981.84 
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Rachel Pearl Chotiner 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Adolph Chotiner, b. in Galicia.85  He married Rose Kalel, b. in Galicia.86 

    Children: 

    2. i. Rachel Pearl Chotiner87 b. 15 Mar 1832. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Rachel Pearl Chotiner, other name Ester,88 b. 15 Mar 1832 in Galicia,89 d. 25 Feb 1910 at 911 
Brick Alley, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,90 buried in Kesher Israel Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.91  She married Harry Schrager, also known as Herman,92 Hebrew name Tzvi 
Schraga,93 b. in Galicia.94 

    Children: 

      i. Ben Schrager, Hebrew name Benadi Shraga,95 also known as Beni Sagir,96 b. 1 
Jan 1862 in Sosov, Austria,97,98,99 d. 22 Jun 1933 at 1034 Market St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,100 buried 23 Jun 1933 in Tree of Life Cemetery, 
Versailles, PA.101,102  He married Sima Sigal,103 also known as Susie,104 also 
known as Sarah,105 ca 1887,106,107 b. 1861 in Kuperna, Austria,108,109 (daughter 
of Levy Segal and Harriet _______), d. 18 May 1947 at 1034 Market St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,110,111 buried in Tree of Life Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.112 

      ii. David Schrager, Hebrew name Dovid Schraga,113 b. 1863 in Austria,114,115 d. 7 
Oct 1954,116,117 buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.118  He married Sarah F. _______, ca 1888,119,120 b. 1865 in Austria,121,122 d. 
1947,123 buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.124 

      iii. Rose Schrager, also known as Rachael,125 b. 2 Apr 1880 in Sosof, 
Austria,126,127,128 d. 13 Mar 1967 at home, 2609 Poinsettia Dr., White Oak, 
Allegheny, PA,129 buried 14 Mar 1967 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.130  She married Abraham Safier, also known as Adolph,131 ca 
1897,132,133,134,135 b. 15 Sep 1873 in Galicia, Austria,136,137,138,139 d. bef 1967.140 
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Baby Boy Cohn 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Phillip Isaac Kohn, also known as Pinkas Isaak Zwiebel,141 Hebrew name Pinkas Yitzkah 
Kohn,142 also known as Phillip Kahn,143 also known as Philip Cohen,144 b. 18 Mar 1878 in 
Gologory, Poland (Goldegura, Austria),145,146,147 (son of Israel Meyer Zwiebel and Annie 
Grosskop), d. 29 Sep 1929 in McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,148,149,150,151 
buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.152  He married (1) Bella 
Fruschtick, also known as Bella Frestick,153 ca 1898,154,155 b. 28 Mar 1879 in Galicia, 
Austria,156,157,158 (daughter of Heime Freistic and Bella _______), d. 25 Oct 1919 in 
McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,159 buried 26 Oct 1919 in Elrod Cemetery, 
Versailles, Allegheny, PA.160  He married (2) Lillian Gutfliesh, also known as Launa 
Gutfleish,161 also known as Lillie Gutterfleish,162 24 Nov 1925 in McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,163,164 b. 11 Jul 1895 in Lborow, Poland.165,166,167 

    Children: 

      i. _______ Cohen, b. aft 1898,168 d. bef 1910 in Brooklyn, Kings, NY (most 
likely).169 

      ii. Annie Kahn, Hebrew name Henia Bina,170 b. 2 Mar 1903 in New York City, 
New York, NY,171,172,173 d. 15 Apr 1918 at 515-1/2 Market St., McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,174 buried 15 Apr 1918 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.175 

      iii. Fannie Kahn, also known as Fay Kohn,176 b. 23 Apr 1907 in New York City, 
New York, NY,177,178,179 d. 28 Mar 1946 in St. Mary's Hospital, McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,180 buried 29 Mar 1946 in Temple B'nai Israel Cemetery, 
Versailles, Allegheny, PA.181  She married Samuel Samuels, 10 Feb 1944 in 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,182,183,184 b. 24 Sep 1906 in Birmingham, 
England,185,186,187,188 (son of Isaac Samuels and Bessie Galena), d. 11 May 1968 
in VA Hospital, University Drive C, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,189,190,191 buried 
13 May 1968 in Beth Israel Cemetery, Washington, Washington, PA.192,193  
They were divorced on ca 1945.194,195 

    2. iv. Hyman Kahn196,197,198,199 b. 11 Jul 1909. 

      v. Baby Boy Cohn, b. 10 Jan 1914 at 515-1/2 Market St., McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,200 d. 10 Jan 1914 at 515-1/2 Market St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,201 
buried 10 Jan 1914 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue. Allegheny, PA.202 

    3. vii. Sarah Kohn203,204,205,206 b. 28 Apr 1917. 
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      viii. Elaine Kohn, b. 11 Sep 1926 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,207,208,209,210,211,212 
d. 22 Jul 2003,213,214 buried in Harbor Lawn-Mount Olive Memorial Park, Costa 
Mesa, Orange, CA.215  She married Abraham J. Zion,216 b. 25 Apr 1916 in 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA,217,218 (son of Israel Zion and Mary _______), d. 
15 Aug 2004,219 buried in Harbor Lawn-Mount Olive Memorial Park, Costa 
Mesa, Orange, CA.220 

    4. ix. Ann Sabina Kohn221,222 b. 2 Mar 1928. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Hyman Kahn, also known as Harry Louis Kohn,223,224 b. 11 Jul 1909 in Brooklyn, Kings, 
NY,225,226,227 d. 28 Apr 1959 in McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,228 buried 30 
Apr 1959 in Temple B'nai Israel Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.229  He married Louise 
Swartz, Hebrew name Leba bat Yakov,230,231 b. ca 1913 in McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,232,233,234 (daughter of Jacob Swartz and Annie _______), d. 18 Jul 1984 at home in 
Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ,235 buried in Temple B´nai Israel Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.236 

    Children: 

      i. Sarilyn B. Kohn, b. ca 1941.237  She married Sherman Douglas Fogel, Aug 1963 
in Carlton House, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,238 (son of Maurice Fogel). 

 

3. Sarah Kohn, b. 28 Apr 1917 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,239,240,241 d. 3 Dec 1993 in Orange, 
Orange, CA,242 buried in Harbor Lawn - Mount Olive Memorial Park, Costa Mesa, Orange, 
CA.243  She married Marvin Estersohn, 10 Sep 1939 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,244,245 b. 26 
Jun 1915 in New York, NY,246,247,248 (son of Albert Benjamin Estersohn and Mae Stern), d. 2 
Dec 1993,249,250 buried in Harbor Lawn - Mount Olive Memorial Park, Costa Mesa, Orange, 
CA.251 

    Children: 

      i. Philip A. Estersohn, b. 15 Jan 1942 in PA,252,253,254,255 He married (1) Joann 
Garber, also known as Jo Ann Van de Pol,256 ca Mar 1972 in Phoenix, 
Maricopa, AZ,257 b. 1935,258 (daughter of Max Garber).  They were divorced 
on Sep 1976 in CA.259  He married (2) Laura A. Heredia, 30 Dec 1963,260 b. 6 



The Jewish Cemetery in Port Vue 

Page 56 of 125 
 
 

Jul 1945,261,262 (daughter of Herman Muniz Heredia and Tomasita Lujan 
Ayala), d. 15 Jan 2011.263 

      ii. Beverly Estersohn (details excluded).  She married (1) James L. Risetter, b. ca 
1943.264 She married (2) Richard H. Buckley, b. ca 1937.265 

 

4. Ann Sabina Kohn, b. 2 Mar 1928 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA.266,267  She married Harry 
Cossman,268 b. 4 Mar 1922 in Braddock, Allegheny, PA,269 (son of Theodore Cossman and 
Bessie Soltz), d. 17 Jul 2018 at home in Newport Beach, Orange, CA.270 

    Children: 

      i. Chanah Cossman, also known as Kim Cossman,271 (details excluded). 

      ii. Paul Joseph Cossman (details excluded).  He married Julie Elizabeth Bishop, 
(details excluded). 

      iii. Eric Cossman (details excluded). 

      iv. Todd Cossman (details excluded). 

      v. Philip Jore Cossman (details excluded). 
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Minnie Coplon 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Edward Coplon, b. 16 Feb 1880 in Russia.272,273  He married Bertha _______, ca 1903,274 b. ca 1881 in 
Russia.275,276 

    Children: 

      i. Ben Coplon, b. ca 1904 in NY.277 

      ii. Sarah Coplon, b. ca 1908 in PA.278 

      iii. Minnie Coplon, b. 17 Sep 1909 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,279 d. 16 Sep 1910 at 
713 White St. McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,280 buried 17 Sep 1910 in Port Vue 
Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.281 

 

  

 

 

  

 
  



The Jewish Cemetery in Port Vue 

Page 58 of 125 
 
 

Mollie Greenberger 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Herman H. Greenberger, also known as Herman Greenberg,282 called Harry Greenberger,283 b. 17 Jul 
1878 in Bosnia, Czechoslovakia,284,285,286,287 (son of Morris Greenberger and Ruth Rachel), d. 10 May 
1944 in Buhl Hospital, Sharon. Mercer, PA,288 buried 11 May 1944 in Sharon, Mercer, PA.289  He 
married Freda Klein, ca 1897,290,291 b. 10 Jan 1880 in Sarajeve, Austria-Hungary,292,293,294,295 (daughter 
of David Klein and Esther _______), d. 14 May 1962 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,296,297 buried 15 May 1962 in B'nai Zion Cemetery, Farrell, Mercer, PA.298,299 

    Children: 

    2. i. Etta Greenberger300,301 b. 6 Dec1898. 

    3. ii. Louis Greenberger302,303 b. ca 1901. 

    4. iii. Dora Greenberger304,305 b. 17 Mar 1902. 

      iv. Mollie Greenberger, b. 4 Aug 1904 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,306 d. 27 Oct 1907 at 
1112 Packer St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,307 buried 28 Oct 1907 in Port Vue 
Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.308 

      v. Selma Greenberger, b. 24 May 1906 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,309,310 d. 2 Mar 
1994 in Broward Co., FL.311,312  She married Nathan Sussles, 17 Apr 1932 in 
Manhattan, NY,313,314 b. 25 Mar 1902 in Manhattan, NY,315,316,317 d. 16 Feb 1984 in 
Broward Co, FL.318 

    5. vi. Sidney Greenberger319,320,321 b. 15 Feb 1908. 

      vii. Rose Greenberger, b. 24 Jan 1910 at 1101 Packer St., McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,322,323 d. 25 Dec 1991.324 

    6. viii. Isadore Jack Greenberger325,326,327 b. 14 May 1912. 

    7. ix. Isabelle June Greenberger328,329,330 b. 9 Jun 1914. 

    8. x. Madolyn Greenberger331,332 b. 1916. 

    9. xi. Sophia Greenberger333,334,335 b. 4 Oct 1917. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Etta Greenberger, b. 6 Dec1898 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,336,337 d. 13 Feb 1984 in Broward Co., 
FL,338,339,340 buried in Forest Lawn North, Pompano Beach, Broward, FL.341  She married Irvine 
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Konigsburg,342,343 b. 27 Mar 1885 in Polpina, Czechoslovakia,344,345 d. 19 Sep 1964 in Broward Co., 
FL,346,347 buried in Fred Hunter's Hollywood Memorial Gardens East, Hollywood, Broward, FL.348 

    Children: 

      i. Sidney Konigsburg, b. 27 Mar 1918 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,349,350 d. 18 Nov 
2013,351 buried 20 Nov 2013 in Beth David Memorial Gardens, Hollywood, Broward, 
FL.352  He married Mae Berman, 16 Jan 1943 in Farrell, Mercer, PA,353 b. 17 Aug 1918 
in Farrell, Mercer, PA,354,355 (daughter of Joseph Berman and Katie Friedlander), d. 3 
Aug 2010.356 

      ii. Leonard Konigsburg, b. 15 May 1919 in Midland, Beaver, PA,357,358 d. 29 Apr 
2007,359,360,361 buried 1 May 2007 in Forest Lawn North, Pompano Beach, Broward, 
FL.362,363  He married Shirley Gelber,364,365 b. 21 Jan 1920 in PA,366,367 (daughter of 
David Gelber and Lillian Felbeman), d. 8 Oct 2018,368 buried in Forest Lawn Memorial 
Gardens North, Pompano Beach, Broward, FL.369 

      iii. Marvin M. Konigsburg, b. 9 Mar 1922 in Sharon, Mercer, PA,370,371,372 d. 4 Nov 2008 in 
Centerville, Barnstable, MA.373,374  He married Dorothea F. Goldstein,375 also known as 
Debbie,376,377 b. 20 Sep 1925,378 d. 2 Oct 2017.379 

      iv. David Konigsburg, b. 29 Dec 1925 in Sharon, Mercer, PA,380,381 d. 2001,382,383 buried in 
Ponte Vedra Valley Cemetery, Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Johns, FL.384  He married Elaine 
Lobl,385 6 Jul 1952,386,387,388 b. 10 Feb 1930 in New York, NY,389,390,391 (daughter of 
Adolph Lobl and Beulah Klein), d. 19 Apr 2013 in Falls Church, VA,392 buried in Ponte 
Vedra Valley Cemetery, Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Johns, FL.393 

 

3. Louis Greenberger, b. ca 1901 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,394 d. 31 Mar 1993 in Cape Coral 
Hospital, Cape Coral, Lee, FL,395 buried 1 Apr 1993 in Temple Beth-El Section, Fort Myers Cemetery, 
Fort Myers, Lee, FL.396  He married Sara Marcus,397 b. 1 May 1906 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,398,399,400 (daughter of Louis Marcus and Bella Mentser), d. 28 Jun 1995,401,402 buried 29 Jun 1995 in 
Fort Myers Cemetery, Fort Myers, Lee, FL.403 

    Children: 

      i. Beverly Greenberger, b. 14 Nov 1927 in PA,404,405,406 d. 24 Feb 2020 in Cape Coral, Lee, 
FL,407,408 buried 6 Mar 2020 in Fort Myers City Cemetery, Fort Myers, Lee, FL.409  She 
married Norman Meisel,410 1954 in Tree of Life Synagogue, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,411,412,413,414 b. 24 Jun 1922 in Chicago, Cook, IL,415 (son of Louis Meisel and Jeanette 
Shoop), d. 9 Jun 2004 at HealthPark Hospital, Fort Myers, Lee, FL.416,417 

      ii. Lois Greenberger, b. 17 Aug 1934 in Sharon, Mercer, PA,418 d. 18 May 2005 at Hope 
Hospice South, Ft. Myers, Lee, FL,419 buried 20 May 2005 in Temple Beth-El 
Cemetery, Ft. Myers. Lee, FL.420  She married (1) Lawrence Volk, 25 Dec 1955 in the 
Schenley Park Hotel, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,421,422 d. bef 2005.423  She married (2) 
Sidney Ackerman,424 d. bef 2005.425 
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4. Dora Greenberger, b. 17 Mar 1902 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,426,427,428 d. 14 Feb 1963 in 
Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,429 buried 15 Feb 1963 in Poale Zedeck Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Gibsonia, Richland Twp., Allegheny, PA.430  She married Benjamin Isack, ca 1922,431,432 b. 
ca 1900 in Hungary,433 d. 9 Nov 1986.434 

    Children: 

      i. Charles D. Isack, b. 27 Jan 1926 in PA,435,436 d. 30 Aug 2009,437,438 buried in Poale 
Zedeck Memorial Park Cemetery, Gibsonia, Allegheny, PA.439,440  He married Renee 
Ilkuvitz,441 b. 7 Jan 1927,442 (daughter of Edward Ilkuvitz and Sadie _______), d. 27 
Jan 2010,443 buried in Poale Zedeck Memorial Park Cemetery, Gibsonia, Allegheny, 
PA.444 

      ii. Marvin Isack, b. ca 1928 in PA.445  He married (1) Fay Goldstein, 19 Jun 1949 in the 
William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,446 (daughter of Joseph Goldstein), d. 
1994.  He married (2) Phyllis Schwartz, ca 1995.447 

 

5. Sidney Greenberger, b. 15 Feb 1908 at 521 Packer St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,448,449,450 d. 3 Aug 
1980 in Broward Co., FL.451  He married Freda L. _______, bef 1939,452,453,454 b. 27 Mar 1910 in 
NY,455,456 d. 8 Dec 2001,457 buried in Beth David Memorial Gardens, Hollywood, Broward, FL.458 

    Children: 

      i. Ernestine Rae Greenberger, b. 1 Jul 1936 in PA,459,460,461 She married (1) Jonathan 
Safier Dworkin, b. 1936 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.462,463  They were divorced on 18 
Aug 1970 in Cuyahoga Co., OH.464  She married (2) James J. Feeney, 16 Nov 1977 in 
Cuyahoga Co., OH,465 b. ca 1934.466 

      ii. Harvey Greenberger, b. 26 Jun 1941 in PA,467,468 d. 8 Apr 2008.469  He married 
Josephine Ann Morrison, 29 Apr 1970 in Hillsborough Co, FL,470 b. ca 1939.471  They 
were divorced on 12 Jul 1974 in Orange Co., FL.472 

 

6. Isadore Jack Greenberger, b. 14 May 1912 at 1117 Packer St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,473,474,475,476 
d. 28 Sep 1985 in Broward Co., FL.477  He married Helen E. Szabo,478 b. 15 Jul 1914 in PA.479,480 

    Children: 

      i. Charlene Jerry Greenberger, b. 27 Apr 1934 in Sharon, Mercer, PA,481,482 d. 9 Sep 
1998.483,484  She married George Allen Coursen, also known as Garett A. Coursen,485 b. 
2 Feb 1935 in MI,486 (son of William H. Coursen and Mary M. _______), d. 27 Feb 
1984 in Pontiac, Oakland, MI.487,488 

      ii. Joel Larry Greenberger, b. 17 Jul 1940 in Sharon, Mercer, PA,489 d. bef 1998.490  He 
married (1) _______ _______.491  They were divorced492 He married (2) Marnie Jane 
Fisher, (details excluded). 
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      iii. Jana Beth Greenberger, also known as Jana B. Chen,493 (details excluded). 

 

7. Isabelle June Greenberger, b. 9 Jun 1914 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,494,495 d. 29 Sep 1972 in Wood 
Co., WV.496  She married (1) Lawrence Gordon, 14 Mar 1937 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,497 b. 5 Jan 
1911 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,498 (son of Alex Gordon and Mary Fischer).  They were divorced on 
10 Jun 1940.499  She married (2) Martin Cremer, b. 6 Mar 1911 in Newark, Licking, OH,500,501 (son of 
Samuel Cremer and Sarah Friedman). 

    Children: 

      i. Stephanie Cremer.  She married Eldon A. Frank, 24 Feb 1963 in the Diplomat Country 
Club, Hollywood, Broward, FL,502 (son of Joseph A. Frank). 

 

8. Madolyn Greenberger, b. 1916 in PA,503,504,505 d. 16 Feb 2016,506 buried in Beth David Memorial 
Gardens, Hollywood, Broward, FL.507  She married Walter Zoldan,508,509 b. 17 Jun 1914 in Baden, 
Austria,510,511 (son of Leon Zoldan and Berta Geschier), d. 28 Apr 1981 in Broward Co., FL,512,513 buried 
29 Apr 1981 in Star of David Cemetery, Hollywood, Broward, FL.514 

    Children: 

      i. Leon S. Zoldan, b. ca 1937 in PA.515,516 

      ii. Alex M. Zoldan, b. ca 1940 in PA.517 

      iii. Phyllis R. Zoldan, b. 3 Apr 1945 in PA,518,519 d. 10 Mar 1987 in Broward Co., FL.520 

 

9. Sophia Greenberger, b. 4 Oct 1917 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,521,522 d. 18 Jun 1995 in Scottsdale, 
Maricopa, AZ.523,524  She married Milton Goldsmith, 26 Sep 1937 in Baltimore, MD,525,526,527 b. ca 1909 
in PA,528 d. 1 Apr 1994.529 

    Children: 

      i. Kenneth M. Goldsmith, b. ca 1939 in PA.530  He married JoAnne Rittacca.531 

      ii. Eugene S. Goldsmith, (Details excluded) 
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Nellie Kahan 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Benjamin Kahan, also known as Febish(?) ben Chaim Leib,532 b. 16 Jun 1866 in Maramoros Lzigt, 
Hungary,533,534 (son of Chaim Leib Kahan), d. 14 Sep 1918 at 2522 E. 37th St., Cleveland, Cuyahoga, 
OH,535,536,537 buried in Lansing Avenue Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.538  He married Regina 
Engelstein, also known as Freda Rivka,539 Jan 1892,540 b. ca 1869 in Maramoros Lzigt, 
Hungary,541,542,543 (daughter of Avraham Engelstein), d. 21 Dec 1954,544 buried in Lansing Cemetery, 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.545 

    Children: 

      i. Mary Kahan, b. 4 Apr 1891 in N. Torna, Hungary.546 

    2. ii. Belle Kahan547,548 b. 21 Oct 1893. 

    3. iii. Helen Kahan549,550,551 b. 18 Jul 1896. 

    4. iv. William H. Kahan552,553 b. 15 Feb 1898. 

    5. v. Jacob Marvin Kahan554,555,556 b. 21 Sep 1901. 

      vi. Nellie Kahan, b. 20 Apr 1905 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,557,558 d. 11 Jul 1917 at 935 
Jerome St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,559 buried 12 Jul 1917 in Port Vue Cemetery, 
Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.560 

    6. vii. Ruth Kahan561,562,563 b. 15 Mar 1908. 

      viii. Harriet Theodora Kahan, b. 21 Sep 1910 at 106 Strawberry St., McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,564 d. 16 Aug 1913 at 935 Jerome St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,565 
buried 18 Aug 1913 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.566 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Belle Kahan, b. 21 Oct 1893 in N. Torna, Hungary,567 d. 26 Aug 1978 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.568  
She married Armin Fried.569 

    Children: 

      i. Benjamin Franklin Fried, b. 3 Jan 1919 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH,570 d. 9 Sep 
1996.571  He married Florence Reese, 25 Nov 1941 in Napoleon, Henry, OH,572 b. 18 
Feb 1920 in Baltimore, MD,573 (daughter of Samuel Reese and Edythe Galvin). 
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3. Helen Kahan, b. 18 Jul 1896 in N. Torna, Hungary,574,575,576 d. 9 May 1988 in Euclid, Cuyahoga, OH.577  
She married Philip H. Schneider, 29 Aug 1920 in Cuyahoga Co., OH,578 b. 16 Apr 1892 in London, 
England,579,580,581 (son of David Schneider and Kathrine Pantzer), d. Jan 1984.582 

    Children: 

      i. Benton Kahan Schneider,583 b. 8 Aug 1921 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH,584,585 d. 30 Jul 
1992 in Richmond Heights, Cuyahoga, OH.586,587  He married Jeanette Rose Massel, b. 
21 Jul 1918 in Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH,588,589 (daughter of Herman Massel and 
Rebecca Narunsky), d. 24 Mar 2003 in Richmond Heights, Cuyahoga, OH.590 

      ii. Audrey J. Schneider, b. 12 Oct 1927 in OH,591,592 d. 13 Mar 2015,593 buried in Mount 
Olive Cemetery, Solon, Cuyahoga, OH.594  She married Bernard Bauer.595 

 

4. William H. Kahan, b. 15 Feb 1898 in N. Torna, Hungary,596 d. 19 Oct 1981 in Perris, Riverside, CA.597  
He married Eileen L. Goldstein,598 21 Aug 1928 in Cuyahoga Co., OH,599,600,601,602 b. 3 Oct 1905 in 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH,603,604 (daughter of Sam Goldstein and Anna Blockman), d. 27 May 1990 in 
Beachwood, Cuyahoga, OH.605 

    Children: 

      i. Patricia Kahan, b. 20 Jun 1930 in OH,606,607,608 d. 12 Jan 2015 in OH.609,610  She married 
(1) Lloyd Mendes, b. ca 1920 in OH.611  She married (2) Erwin Neufeld, 1972,612,613 b. 8 
May 1921 in Austria,614,615,616 d. 12 Jun 1990 in Meridia Hillcrest Hospital, Mayfield 
Heights, Cuyahoga, OH.617 

      ii. Barbara Kahan, b. ca 1932 in OH, d. bef 2012.618  She married (1) Ronald L. Landan, b. 
ca 1926 in OH.619  She married (2) Lawrence Peizer.620,621 

 

5. Jacob Marvin Kahan,622 b. 21 Sep 1901 in N. Torna, Hungary,623 d. 13 May 1982 at 9251 Burdine St., 
Houston, Harris, TX,624 buried 14 May 1982 in Emanu El Cemetery, Houston, Harris, TX.625  He 
married (1) Carolyn Braunstein, 12 Jan 1936 in Cuyahoga Co., OH, Rabbi Abraham Nowak,626 b. ca 
1914 in Jersey City, Hudson, NJ,627 (daughter of Samuel Braunstein and Molly Klinger).  He married 
(2) Pearl Schultz, 24 Aug 1938 in Cuyahoga Co., OH,628,629,630 b. 4 Jul 1914 in New York, King, 
NY,631,632,633 (daughter of Maurice Schultz and Annie Loshen), d. 24 Jul 2006.  They were divorced on 
14 Apr 1967 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH.634 

    Children: 

      i. Barry D. Kahan, b. ca Jul 1939 in OH.635 

 

6. Ruth Kahan, b. 15 Mar 1908 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,636,637 d. 2 Nov 1986.638  She married 
Abraham Mordecai Cowan, 4 Feb 1934 in Cuyahoga Co., OH,639,640,641 1933 in Cabell, Huntington, 
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WV,642 b. 20 Oct 1900 in Jersey City, Hudson, NJ,643,644,645 (son of Harris Cowan and Jennie Goldfarb), 
d. 13 Sep 1991 in San Francisco, San Francisco, CA.646,647 

    Children: 

      i. Robert Cowan, b. ca 1935 in OH.648 

      ii. Nancy Cowan, b. ca Aug 1939 in OH.649 
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Bella Moritz 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Meyer Mikitansky,650 also known as Max Moritz,651 b. 9 Aug 1873 in Winograd, 
Russia,652,653,654,655,656,657 (son of Morris Arin Mikitansky), d. 3 May 1937 in Montefiore Hospital, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,658 buried 3 May 1937 in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.659,660  He married Pearl Mikitansky,661 also known as Polly,662 other name Fannie Goldberg,663 ca 
1899,664,665,666,667 b. 13 Oct 1886 in Russia,668,669,670,671 (daughter of Maurice Louis Mikitansky and 
Hudel _______), d. 20 Mar 1962 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,672 buried 21 Mar 
1962 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.673 

    Children: 

    2. i. Maurice Louis Moritz674,675 b. 8 May 1899. 

    3. ii. David Moritz676,677,678 b. 5 Nov 1901. 

      iii. Baby Moritz, d. bef 1906.679 

      iv. Bella Moritz, b. 5 Sep 1907 at 1515 3rd St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,680,681 d. 25 Jan 
1910 in 911 Walnut St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,682 buried in Port Vue (aka Kesher 
Israel) Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.683 

    4. v. Israel Moritz684,685,686,687 b. 24 Dec 1910. 

    5. vi. Henry Moritz688,689,690 b. 1 Jun 1918. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Maurice Louis Moritz, also known as Morris Moritz, b. 8 May 1899 in Russia,691,692,693,694 d. 18 Jul 
1983,695 buried 19 Jul 1983 in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.696  He married 
Rose Klein,697 ca 1942,698,699 b. 6 Dec 1903 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,700,701,702 (daughter of Nathan 
Klein and Anna Klein), d. 9 Jul 1976,703 buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.704 

    Children: 

      i. Shirley R. Moritz, also known as Shirle Goldstone,705 b. 21 Sep 1925 in McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,706,707 d. 13 May 2021 in Brookline, Norfolk, MA.708  She married Robert 
J. Goldstone,709 8 Jun 1947 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,710,711 b. 23 Apr 1923 in 
Connellsville, Fayette, PA,712 (son of William Goldstone and Lottie Winfield), d. 28 
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Aug 2011 in FL,713 buried 31 Aug 2011 in Tree of Life Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, 
PA.714 

      ii. Donald I. Moritz,715 b. 23 Oct 1927 in McKeesport Hostpital, McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA.716,717  He married Janet Papernick,718 b. ca 1932 in PA,719 (daughter of Samuel 
Papernick and Anna Baltrotsky). 

      iii. Norman Moritz, b. 16 Oct 1939 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,720 d. 16 Sep 2002 at 
home, Boynton Beach, Palm Beach, FL,721 buried 19 Sep 2002 in Tree of Life 
Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.722  He married Gloria Jean Klein, 11 Nov 1962 in 
B'nai Israel Chapel, Garfield, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,723 b. ca 1941 in PA,724 
(daughter of William Klein and Dorothy Reisberg). 

 

3. David Moritz, b. 5 Nov 1901 in Russia,725,726,727 d. 18 Jan 1995,728,729 buried in Agudath Achim 
Cemetery, Forest Hills, Allegheny, PA.730  He married (1) Miriam Schulhof,731 also known as Mary,732 
b. 23 Sep 1904 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,733,734,735 (daughter of Samuel Schulhof and Anna 
Jacobs), d. 28 Jul 1952,736,737 buried in Gemilas Chesed Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.738  He 
married (2) Gertrude S. Schwartz,739,740,741 b. 9 Feb 1905 in PA,742,743,744 (daughter of _______ Schwartz 
and Jenny _______), d. 2 Mar 1995 in OH.745,746 

    Children: 

      i. Baby Boy Moritz, b. 4 Mar 1943,747 d. 4 Mar 1943 in McKeesport Hospital, 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,748 buried 5 Mar 1943 in Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.749 

 

4. Israel Moritz, b. 24 Dec 1910 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,750,751,752,753 d. 25 Jan 1990,754 buried 26 
Jan 1990.755  He married Harriet Beatrice Jacobs,756 ca 1935,757 b. 24 Jun 1915 in Aliquippa, Beaver, 
PA,758,759,760,761 (daughter of Jacob J. Jacobs and Rose Zwibel), d. 12 Jan 2013 in McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,762,763,764 buried 14 Jan 2013 in Tree of Life Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.765 

    Children: 

      i. Edward M. Moritz, b. ca 1937 in PA.766  He married Judith Rae Feldman, Feb 1965 in 
Gemilas Chesed Synagogue, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,767 b. 27 Oct 1940 (daughter 
of Max H. Feldman and Marion B. Srulson). 

      ii. Dale Joseph Moritz (details excluded).  He married Estelle _______, (details 
excluded). 

      iii. James H. Moritz (details excluded).  He married Sheila Rendulic, b. ca 1949,768 
(daughter of Frank Rendulic and Helen _______), d. 29 Jul 2005,769 buried 31 Jul 
20005 in Restland Cemetery, Monroeville, Allegheny, PA.770 
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5. Henry Moritz, b. 1 Jun 1918 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,771,772,773 d. 14 Jul 1986.774,775  He married 
Margaret Kardos,776 1945 in Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA,777 b. 11 Apr 1922 in Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, PA,778 (daughter of Bernard Kardos and Anna Kosterhaiene), d. 5 May 2006.779,780 

    Children: 

      i. Bonita Moritz (details excluded). 
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Harry Rosenstein 
 

Generation One 

 

1. Adolph Rosenstein, also known as Abel Rosenstein,781 b. ca 1885 in Austria,782,783,784 d. 1927.785  He 
married Fannie Finestone, also known as Fanny Feinstein,786 ca 1908,787 b. 18 Apr 1892 in 
Hungary,788,789,790,791 (daughter of Morris Finestone and Lena Cook), d. 24 Nov 1963 in Los Angeles, 
CA.792,793 

    Children: 

      i. Harry Rosenstein, b. ca Aug 1909 in Allegheny Co., PA,794 d. 16 Jan 1911 at 717 
Mulberry St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,795 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.796 

      ii. Sylvia Rosenstein, b. 7 Dec 1912 at 344 S.Washington St., Scranton, Lackawanna, 
PA.797 

    2. iii. Hilda E. Rosenstein798,799 b. 7 Nov 1917. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Hilda E. Rosenstein, b. 7 Nov 1917 in Scranton, Lackawanna, PA,800,801,802 d. 27 May 1987 in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,803,804 buried in Hillside Memorial Park, Culver City, Los Angeles, CA.805  She 
married Harry Feinberg, 22 Sep 1935 in B'nai Israel Synagogue, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,806,807,808 b. 
10 Jun 1913 on Carpenter St., Greensburg, Westmoreland, PA,809,810,811 (son of Simon Feinberg and 
Dora Miller), d. 10 Jan 2001,812,813 buried in Hillside Memorial Park, Culver City, Los Angeles, CA.814 

    Children: 

      i. Allan Feinberg, b. ca 1937 in PA.815 

      ii. Stephanie L. Feinberg, b. 24 May 1941 in PA.816,817,818  She married Stephen Bradley 
Rose, 25 Dec 1960 in Clark Co., NV.819 
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Max, Freda, and Bernard Weiss 
Generation One 

 

1. Harry Weiss, b. 30 Mar 1883 in Austria,820,821,822 (son of Marcus Weiss and Sarah Hertz), d. 10 Sep 
1939 at B&O RR crossing, Lysle Blvd., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,823,824 buried 11 Sep 1939 in Elrod 
Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.825  He married Anna Weisz, also known as Helen Wies,826 ca 
1904,827,828,829 b. ca 1885 in Austria.830,831 

    Children: 

    2. i. Ruth Weiss832,833,834 b. 18 Dec 1905. 

      ii. Max Weis, b. 26 May 1908 in Allegheny Co., PA,835 d. 7 May 1909 at 414 Mulberry St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,836 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, 
PA.837 

      iii. Freda Weiss, b. 13 Mar 1910 in Allegheny, PA,838 d. 20 Mar 1910 at 414 Mulberry St., 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,839 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, 
PA.840 

      iv. Rose Weiss, b. 23 Feb 1911 at home, 414 Mulberry Street, McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,841,842,843 d. 6 Aug 2002.844,845  She married (1) _______ Rubin.846  She married (2) 
_______ Cotsen.847 

    3. v. Samuel Weiss848,849,850,851,852,853 b. 1 Jul 1913. 

      vi. Bernard Weisz, b. 21 May 1915 in Allegheny Co., PA,854 d. 22 May 1915 at 312 
Mulberry St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,855 buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.856 

    4. vii. Nathan Weiss857,858,859,860 b. 23 Dec 1916. 

      viii. Lizzie Weiss, b. ca 1917 in PA.861 

    5. ix. Freda Weiss862,863 b. 18 Apr 1919. 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Ruth Weiss, b. 18 Dec 1905 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,864,865,866,867 d. 29 Nov 1971 in Hollywood, 
Los Angeles, CA,868,869 buried 2 Dec 1988 in Torah Chaim Cemetery, Gibsonia, Allegheny, PA.870  She 
married Samuel C. Levine, 30 Nov 1930 in Detroit, Wayne, MI,871,872,873 b. ca 1906 in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny, PA,874,875 (son of Nathan Levine and Esther Mary Swartz), d. 26 Sep 1979 in Syracuse, 
Onondaga, NY,876 buried 28 Sep 1979 in Beth Abraham Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA.877 
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    Children: 

      i. Norman J. Levine, b. ca 1931 in NY,878 d. 19 Apr 1994,879,880 buried 22 Apr 1994 in 
Shaare Torah Cemetery, Whitehall, Allegheny, PA.881  He married Barbara Ray 
Seigel,882,883 b. 30 Feb 1934 in PA,884,885 (daughter of Frank Seigel and Pauline 
_______), d. 23 Dec 2010 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,886 buried 24 Dec 2010 in 
Shaare Torah Cemetery, Whitehall, Allegheny, PA.887 

      ii. Male Baby Levine, b. 13 Apr 1933 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,888 d. 13 Apr 1933 in Montefiore Hospital, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,889 buried 15 
Apr 1933 in Shaler Heights Cemetery, Shaler Heights, Allegheny, PA.890 

 

3. Samuel Weiss, b. 1 Jul 1913 at 141 Mulberry St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,891,892,893,894 d. 24 Sep 
1990,895,896,897 buried in Tree of Life Sfard Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.898,899  He married 
Dorothy Jacobs, 18 Oct 1945 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,900,901 b. 8 Mar 1922 in California, 
Washington, PA,902 (daughter of Max Jacobs and Elsie Lang). 

    Children: 

      i. Harry M. Weiss (details excluded).  He married Adrienne J. Moss, (details excluded). 

 

4. Nathan Weiss, b. 23 Dec 1916 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,903,904 d. 12 May 1991 in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, CA.905  He married Jennie Hirshberg, 16 Dec 1944 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,906 b. 23 Oct 
1910 in Louisville, Jefferson, KY,907 (daughter of Joseph Hirshberg and Margaret LaVelle). 

    Children: 

      i. Marjorie Weiss (details excluded). 

 

5. Freda Weiss, b. 18 Apr 1919 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,908,909 d. 5 Mar 1990 in Forbes Center for 
Gerontology, East End, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,910,911 buried 7 Mar 1990 in Beth Shalom Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA.912  She married Herman Isadore Podolsky,913 15 Jun 1947 in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny, PA,914,915,916,917,918 b. 29 Dec 1919 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,919,920 (son of Hyman 
Podolsky and Anna Hymavoitz), d. 11 Apr 1992,921 buried 13 Apr 1992 in Beth Shalom Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA.922 

    Children: 

      i. Adele Hope Podolsky (details excluded).  She married Daniel S. Moriarty, (details 
excluded). 

      ii. Marcia Lynn Podolsky (details excluded).  She married Lawrence Roy, (details 
excluded). 

      iii. David A. Podolsky (details excluded).  He married Lynn P. Bonacci, (details excluded). 
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      iv. Howard Jay Podolsky (details excluded). 
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Sophia and Margerite Zlotziver 
Generation One 

 

1. Adolph Zlotziver, also known as Aron Zlotziver,923 also known as Carl Ward,924 b. 9 Feb 1872 in 
Austria / Galicia,925,926,927,928,929 (son of Libby Zlotziver and Esther Hannah Chottner), d. 26 Jul 1935 in 
Liberty Boro, Allegheny, PA,930,931 buried 26 Jul 1935 in Tree of Life S'fard Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.932  He married (1) Ella Pollak, 7 Aug 1898 in Allegheny Co., PA,933,934 b. 21 Apr 1877 in 
Russia,935,936,937,938 (daughter of Jacob Pollak and Elizabeth Schoomer), d. 9 May 1922 at 1723 Tacoma 
St., Port Vue, Allegheny, PA,939 buried 10 May 1922 in Tree of Life S'fard Cemetery, Versailles, 
Allegheny, PA.940,941  He married (2) Fannie Hausrath,942,943,944 b. ca 1881 in Galicia / Poland,945,946 
(daughter of Zelig Hausrath and Mollie Sheitz), d. 20 Mar 1966 at Woodville State Hospital, Collier, 
Allegheny, PA,947,948 buried 22 Mar 1966 in Homestead Hebrew Cemetery, West Mifflin, Allegheny, 
PA.949,950 

    Children: 

      i. Baby Zlotziver, d. bef 1910.951 

    2. ii. Herman H. Zlotziver952,953,954 b. 17 Dec 1900. 

    3. iii. Morris Zlotziver955 b. 8 Jul 1902. 

    4. iv. Rose Zlotziver956,957,958 b. 4 Aug 1904. 

      v. Sophia Zlotziver, b. 9 Jan 1909 in Allegheny, PA,959,960 d. 18 Oct 1910 at 1722 Tacoma 
Ave., Port Vue, Allegheny, PA,961 buried 18 Oct 1910 in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, 
Allegheny, PA.962 

    5. vi. Pearl Marion Zlotziver963,964 b. 4 Aug 1910. 

      vii. Margerite Zlotziver, also known as Ethel Zlotziver,965 b. 23 Oct 1911 in Allegheny, 
PA,966,967 d. 10 Jul 1912 in McKeesport , Allegheny, PA,968 buried 10 Jul 1912 in Port 
Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.969 

      viii. Leonard Zlotziver, b. 31 Oct 1924 in Port Vue, Allegheny, PA,970,971 d. 2 May 2010 in 
Hollywood, Broward, FL,972,973 buried in Fred Hunter's Hollywood Memorial Gardens, 
Hollywood, Broward, FL.974  He married Kathleen Maureen Griffin, 1954 in Dade Co., 
FL,975,976 b. 24 Jul 1925 in NY,977,978 (daughter of James J. Griffin and Mary T. _______), 
d. 5 Mar 2008,979 buried in Fred Hunter's Hollywood Memorial Gardens North, 
Hollywood, Broward, FL.980 

    6. ix. Esther Zlotziver981 b. 5 Mar 1926. 

 

 

Generation Two 
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2. Herman H. Zlotziver, b. 17 Dec 1900 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,982 d. 21 Jan 1985 in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, CA.983  He married (1) Fannie Reiss, b. 14 May 1900,984 (daughter of Noah Reiss), d. 22 
Feb 1959 in McKeesport Hospital, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,985 buried 23 Feb 1959 in Tree of Life 
Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.986  They were divorced on 20 Mar 1947.987,988  He married (2) 
Rose Gross, 4 May 1950 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,989 b. 5 Jan 1899 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,990,991 (daughter of Isadore Gross and Sarah Simon), d. 4 Aug 1980 in Dade Co., FL.992 

    Children: 

      i. Lillian Zlotziver, b. 13 Feb 1922 in Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.993  She married Harry 
Arnold Blumenthal, 17 Mar 1946 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,994 b. 28 Feb 1918 in 
Baragas, Hungary,995 (son of Tony Blumenthal and Sarah Blau). 

      ii. Joseph Edward Zlotziver, b. 14 May 1926 in Barberton, Summit, OH,996 d. 12 Aug 
2017 in OH.997,998  He married Lois Jean Kauffman, 15 May 1948 in Clairton, 
Allegheny, PA,999,1000 b. 9 Jul 1926 in Swissvale, Allegheny, PA,1001 (daughter of Daniel 
Kauffman and Muriel Oberdick), d. 2015.1002 

 

3. Morris Zlotziver, also known as Murray Zlotziver,1003 b. 8 Jul 1902 in PA,1004,1005,1006 d. 15 May 1941 in 
Queen of Angels Hospital, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1007,1008 buried 18 May 1941 in Mount Zion 
Cemetery, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA.1009  He married Bebe Harris, also known as Bebe Murray,1010 
b. 19 Aug 1906 in MN,1011,1012,1013 (daughter of _______ Harris and Gertrude _______), d. 6 Jul 1990 in 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1014,1015 buried 11 Jul 1990 in Hillside Memorial Park, Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, CA.1016 

    Children: 

      i. Roslyn Eleanor Zlotziver, b. 28 Jun 1931 in Los Angeles Co.,CA.1017,1018,1019 She married 
Jerome Herbert Kreeger, 28 Feb 1951 in Los Angeles Co., CA,1020,1021 b. 30 Oct 
1920,1022,1023 d. 1 Feb 2010 at home, Laguna Woods Village, Orange, CA.1024 

      ii. Richard Allen Zlotziver, also known as Richard Allen Murray,1025 b. 26 Nov 1934 in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1026,1027 d. 20 Aug 2001.1028  He married Irene Munoz, 28 Nov 
1963 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1029,1030 b. ca 1939.1031 

 

4. Rose Zlotziver, b. 4 Aug 1904 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1032,1033,1034 d. 16 Dec 1986 in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, CA.1035  She married Samuel Greenwald,1036,1037 b. 27 Feb 1896 in McKeesport, Allegheny, 
PA,1038,1039,1040,1041 (son of Bernard Greenwald and Sara Juskowitz), d. 11 Jan 1980 in Los Angeles, Los 
Angels, CA.1042 

    Children: 

      i. Sylvan Greenwald, b. 2 Aug 1924 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1043,1044 d. 8 Sep 1997 
in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1045,1046,1047 buried in Eden Memorial Park, Mission 
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Hills, Los Angeles, CA.1048  He married Phyllis M. Greenfield, 9 Nov 1947 in 
McKeesport, Allegheny, PA, by Rabbi M. N. Stiskin,1049 b. 4 Aug 1924 in McKeesport, 
Allegheny, PA,1050 (daughter of Max D. Greenfield and Leona Berkowitz), d. 7 Jul 
2016,1051 buried in Eden Memorial Park, Mission Hills, Los Angeles, CA.1052 

      ii. Eleanor Greenwald, b. 11 Nov 1927 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1053,1054,1055,1056 d. 11 
Aug 2004.1057,1058  She married Harold P. Levine, 11 Aug 1957 in Los Angeles Co., 
CA,1059,1060 b. 1927 in NY,1061,1062 (son of Nelson J. Levine and Bessie Silver).  They were 
divorced on Mar 1969.1063 

      iii. Louise Greenwald, b. 30 May 1930 in PA.1064,1065  She married Louis Kripple, 15 Mar 
1959 in Clark Co., NV,1066,1067 b. 22 Nov 1932 in Los Angeles Co., CA,1068,1069 (son of Jack 
Kripple and Ruth Segal), d. 21 May 2005.1070  They were divorced on 17 Nov 1978 in 
CA.1071 

 

5. Pearl Marion Zlotziver, b. 4 Aug 1910 in Port Vue, Allegheny, PA,1072,1073 d. 25 Dec 1998.1074  She 
married Jay Joseph Roth,1075 also known as Joseph J. Roth,1076 14 Apr 1933 in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, CA,1077,1078,1079 b. 25 Sep 1911 in New York City, NY,1080,1081,1082 d. 7 Sep 1988 in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, CA.1083 

    Children: 

      i. Elaine Roth, b. 17 Jan 1934 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA.1084  She married Morton 
Edward Goldstyn, 24 Jun 1956 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA,1085 b. in MN,1086 (son 
of Morris Goldstyn and Sima Ruffe). 

      ii. Arlen Lee Roth, b. 12 Nov 1935 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA.1087  He married (1) 
Sheila Diane Viller, 5 Mar 1962 in CA,1088 b. 16 Dec 1941 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles, 
CA,1089,1090,1091 (daughter of Aaron D. Viller and Rose L. Coslen). They were divorced on 
Feb 1973.1092  He married (2) Jacqueline Altier, 20 Feb 1982 in Virginia City, Storey, 
NV,1093 b. 26 Feb 1930 in Chicago, Cook, IL,1094,1095,1096 (daughter of Daniel Altier and 
Lillian Serena), d. 3 Mar 2019.1097 

 

6. Esther Zlotziver, b. 5 Mar 1926 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1098 d. 24 Sep 2009,1099 buried in El 
Camino Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego, CA.1100  She married Edward Gerald Zwibel, 19 May 
1946 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1101 b. 30 Apr 1920 in Clairton, Allegheny, PA,1102 (son of Abraham 
Zwibel and Rebecca Broder), d. 20 Jul 1971 in San Diego, San Diego, CA,1103 buried in El Camino 
Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego, CA.1104 

    Children: 

      i. Alan Howard Zwibel,1105 b. 6 Apr 1947 in PA,1106,1107,1108 d. 15 Oct 1999 in Charleston, 
Charleston, SC,1109,1110,1111 buried in El Camino Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego, 
CA.1112  He married (1) Dorthy Helena Shadburn, (details excluded).  He married (2) 
Ketta Katherine Kearns, 10 Apr 1976 in Clark Co., NV.1113 
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Jennie and Meyer Zwibel 
Generation One 

 

1. Charles Zwibel, Hebrew name Asher Antschil (Zwibel),1114 Hebrew name Anzel Zwibel,1115 also known 
as Anshel Cwibel,1116,1117 also known as Nathan Zwiebel,1118 b. 12 Jan 1883 in Zloczow, Austria / 
Golegura, Austria, Galicia,1119,1120,1121,1122,1123,1124,1125 (son of Israel Meyer Zwiebel and Annie Grosskop), 
d. 14 Jun 1964 at Jewish Home for the Aged, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,1126,1127,1128,1129 buried in Tree 
of Life (Elrod) Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.1130  He married (1) Yetta Katz, also known as Jety 
Katz, also known as Katie Katz,1131 ca 1903,1132,1133,1134 b. 10 Apr 1883 in Austria, Galicia,1135,1136,1137,1138 
(daughter of Ben Katz and Jenny Selter), d. 19 Mar 1930 at home, McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1139 
buried 19 Mar 1930 in Tree of Life (Elrod) Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.1140  He married (2) 
Ruth Schoenberg, also known as Reginie Schonberg,1141 28 Jul 1931 in East Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
PA,1142,1143,1144 b. 9 Aug 1905 in Sinna, Czechoslovakia.1145,1146 

    Children: 

    2. i. Benjamin M. Zwibel1147,1148,1149 b. 2 Apr 1905. 

      ii. Meyer Zwibel, also known as Max I. Zwibel,1150 b. 10 Apr 1907 in New York City, New 
York, NY,1151,1152 d. 6 Jul 1914 in Versailles, Allegheny, PA,1153,1154 buried 7 Jul 1914 in 
Port Vue Cemetery (aka Kesher Israel Cemetery), Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.1155,1156 

      iii. Jennie Zwibel, Hebrew name Chaya Shindil,1157 b. 29 Apr 1909 in Bronx, New York, 
NY,1158,1159,1160 d. 16 Jul 1911 at 423 Sheridan St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1161,1162 
buried in Port Vue Cemetery, Port Vue, Allegheny, PA.1163,1164 

    3. iv. Louis Eric Zwibel1165,1166 b. 6 Jul 1911. 

      v. George Zwibel, b. 14 Mar 1914 in Wall Station, Allegheny, PA,1167,1168,1169 d. 20 Oct 
1926 at home, 2105 Colfax St., McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1170 buried 20 Oct 1926 in 
Elrod Cemetery, Versailles, Allegheny, PA.1171 

    4. vi. David Warren Zwibel1172,1173 b. 10 Oct 1915. 

      vii. Sally Ann Zwibel, b. 13 Aug 1940 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1174 d. 27 Mar 
1998.1175  She married John P. Long, 25 Jun 1957 in Winchester, Frederick, VA,1176 b. 
ca 1935 in Elizabeth, Allegheny, PA,1177 (son of George M. Long and Agnes M. 
_______). 

 

 

Generation Two 

 

2. Benjamin M. Zwibel, b. 2 Apr 1905 in New York, NY,1178,1179 d. 19 Dec 1974 in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, CA,1180,1181 buried in Beth El Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ.1182  He married (1) Sarah 



The Jewish Cemetery in Port Vue 

Page 76 of 125 
 
 

Cahan,1183,1184 b. 17 Jan 1908 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny, PA,1185,1186,1187 (daughter of Abrahim Cahan and 
Kreine Zlatopolsky), d. 7 Nov 1960 at home, 4570 E. Calle Tuberia, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ,1188 buried 
in Beth El Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ.1189  He married (2) Ethel Barth,1190 also known as Etta 
Barth,1191 b. 14 Mar 1913 in Chicago, Cook, IL,1192,1193,1194 (daughter of Adolph Barth and Fannie 
Lochowitz), d. 17 Aug 1989 in Niles, Cook, IL,1195 buried 18 Aug 1989 in Westlawn Jewish Cemetery, 
Norridge, Cook, IL.1196 

    Children: 

      i. Yita Zwibel, b. ca 1931 in PA,1197 d. 4 Mar 2012 in AZ.1198  She married Fred William 
Harrison, 12 Jun 1955 in Cudia City, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ,1199 b. 28 Dec 1931 in 
Jefferson, Washington, IN,1200 (son of Fred Harrison), d. 15 Nov 1989 in Marion, 
Hamilton, FL.1201,1202 

 

3. Louis Eric Zwibel,1203 b. 6 Jul 1911 in McKeesport, Allegheny, PA,1204,1205,1206,1207 d. 9 Dec 1974 in Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ,1208 buried 11 Dec 1974 in Green Acres Memorial 
Gardens, Scottsdale, Maricopa, AZ.1209  He married Mary Jean French,1210 b. 29 Oct 1922 in Ottawa, 
LaSalle, IL,1211,1212 (daughter of Marion Harley French and Josephine Boyd), d. 24 Oct 2008 in Phoenix, 
Maricopa, AZ.1213 

    Children: 

      i. Linda Lou Zwibel, b. 2 May 1949 in Phoenix, Maricopa, AZ,1214,1215 d. 2 Nov 2009 in 
Eugene, Lane, OR.1216,1217  She married Kenneth John Falcone, (details excluded). 

      ii. Joan Zwible, nickname Joni,1218 (details excluded).  She married (1) Russell L. Hahn, 17 
Aug 1974 in CA,1219,1220 b. ca 1930.1221  She married (2) _______ Alexander. 

      iii. Susan Zwible (details excluded).  She married Dale Kepler, (details excluded). 

      iv. Thomas Zwibel (details excluded).  Partner David Reitan, (details excluded). 

 

4. David Warren Zwibel, Hebrew name Daveed bar Yosef,1222 also known as David Warwick Zwibel,1223 
b. 10 Oct 1915 in Wall, Allegheny, PA,1224,1225,1226 d. 18 Jun 1995,1227,1228 buried in Agudath Achim 
Cemetery, Forest Hills, Allegheny, PA.1229  He married Helen Hirsh,1230,1231 b. 10 Jul 1917 in PA,1232,1233 
(daughter of Anna Hirsh), d. 26 Mar 1994,1234 buried 28 Mar 1994 in Agudath Achim Cemetery, 
Forest Hills, Allegheny, PA.1235 

    Children: 

      i. Barry M. Zwibel (details excluded).  He married Lois Cohen, (details excluded). 

      ii. Marlene Zwibel (details excluded).  She married Randolph Peterson, (details 
excluded). 
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Postscript 
  
The Jewish Cemetery in Port Vue is the second project by the authors to research and document 
abandoned Jewish cemeteries in the McKeesport, PA, area. The first report, The Cemetery on 
Rippel Road, completed in November, 2021, presents a history of the cemetery established by 
the Ahavas Achim Congregation. It is the intention of the authors to preserve the names of those 
buried in these infrequently-viewed locations, and to provide a framework for keeping them alive 
in the collective memory of the Jewish community.  
 
To guard against inaccuracies in this report, two genealogies were developed by two genealogists 
working independently, using different methods. The results were merged, and any factual 
disagreements resolved using primary source evidence. Birth dates and locations are excluded 
from this report for persons believed to be alive at the time that the report was created. 
 
The text herein is a summary of the research done during the course of the project. In addition 
to this report, a virtual cemetery has been created for the Kesher Israel Cemetery at FindAGrave: 
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2745113/kesher-israel-cemetery . For those wishing to 
conduct additional research on any of the families listed herein, you will find many of the cited 
references, and more information, attached to a “Kesher Israel” family tree at Ancestry.com: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/179494534/family?cfpid=102441269618 .  
 
Should you find an error in this report, or have need of further information, you may contact the 
authors (for the next few years, at least) via email at KICem.PortVue@gmail.com . Comments and 
additional information will always be welcomed at that same address. 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2745113/kesher-israel-cemetery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/179494534/family?cfpid=102441269618
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