Terdiman to put JUC

By JO MIARKS RIFKIN
Staff Writer

As a student at New Jersey’s Drew
University, he dated “almost every Jew-
‘1sh women there.”

But then, that’s why David Terdiman,
the new executive director of Pittsburgh
Hillel’s Jewish University Center, joined
Drew’s Hillel.

“I’ll admit it. Initially, it was to meet
Jewish women,” he said.

Later, 1t became more, and in his se-
nior year, Terdiman was actively in-
volved as an officer in the organization.

- So it doesn’t faze Terdiman that Jewish
students join campus Hillels for, well,
whatever reason. And he’s determined to
work with the administrations at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon,
Chatham and Duquesne to obtain reli-
gious, social and cultural programming,
although 1it’s not just about “doing Jew-
BISh=

“If there are 10 kids who want to watch
a football game and eat pizza, I’ll provide
the pizza,” said Terdiman, who wants to
‘reach all of the roughly 4,000 Jewish stu-
dents at the four schools.

He also hopes Jewish students from
- community colleges and other higher ed-
ucational institutions will become in-
volved. If a Pittsburgh kid from UCLA is
home on vacation, he can come here too.

“We’re not going to say ‘no’ to anyone,”
he said. In fact, Terdiman plans to be in-
clusive and pluralistic when it comes to
the branches of Judaism.

Terdiman, himself, grew up Reform in
an Orthodox, shomar Shabbos house (his
mother is a Reform Jew; his father, Or-
thodox) in a “very J ewish community” in
Bergen County, NJ. -

- “We want to find all klnds of JeW1sh
kids and get them into the fold,” he said.
That means reaching out to them, he
added. “We’ll go to them if they won't
come to us.’

Although he’s grateful to the Jewish
Federation and Edward and Rose
Berman for Hillel’s sleek new Jewish
University Center, he said not all events
will occur there.

“It’s an amazing building, but it’s not
about the building; it’s about the stu-
dents,” Terdiman said.

Student centers on campus, residence
halls and student lounges will also hold
Hillel events. Hillel will seek out Greeks
and jocks (student slang for athletes),
leaving few stones unturned when wel-
coming Jews.

Terdiman expects considerable part-

nering with the local community: the

JCC, synagogues, the federation and the
Kollel. He foresees river.cruises and stu-
dent retreats at the Emma Kaufmann
Camp in Morgantown.

He’ll go to the Student Affairs Division
and the Dean of Students, just like he did
as the interim executive director of Rut-
gers’ Hillel. |

Helping Terdiman establish his goals
will be a Steinhart Jewish Campus Ser-
vice Corps Fellowship intern. A recent
‘Jewish college graduate, Leah Abrams,
like other Steinhart interns, will help cre-
ate stylistic and charismatic events out-
side of Hillel during her two years of ser-
vice.

This is all taking place during a “Re-
naissance” in Judaism on campuses, said
Terdiman. Today, the kids are, for the
most part, more Jewishly sophisticated.
Many have had the experiences of day
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school or youth group backgrounds, or
have been to Israel or at Jewish camps.

Birthright, the program sending Jew-
ish students to Israel for free has “turned
Hillel and other Jewish organizations
right onto their heads,” said Terdiman,
who has visited Israel several times.

“Expectations of Hillel are higher than
in the past,” he said.

Terdiman has two major goals for
Pittsburgh’s Hillel/JUC.

First, he wants to increase the level of
fund raising so Hillel can introduce new
programs. ;

Second, he wants to get all the Jewish
students on the four campuses involved.

Using his own background as a guide,

the 33-year-old Terdiman, said that col-

lege experiences are lasting experiences
that students carry with them throughout
their lives. He wants Hillel to be one of
those experiences.

- Terdiman previously served as both a
Hillel professional and college adminis-
trator. Prior to his one year Rutgers’ po-
sition, he was executive director of Hillel
at the University of Hartford for three
years.

Before his Hillel affiliation, he was the
North American director of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations’
KESHER/College Education Depart-
ment and director of campus youth ser-
vices for the United Jewish Federation of
Bergen County. He has also worked on

- campus as an admissions officer at Drew

University and Manhattanville College.

He holds a master’s degree in student
personnel administration from Columbia
University’s Teacher’s College.

As far as helping students with de-
tailed Judaic 1ssues, Carol Staitman, Hil-
lel, The Jewish University Center board
member and chairman of the group’s
search committee, said the area has
many rabbis who can help with the Juda-
1C plece.

“The new model for Hillel doesn’t have
to be a rabbi,” said the wife of Rodef
Shalom Congregaton’s Rabbi Mark Stait-
man, noting the shortage of rabbis na-
tionwide.

What she and the committee see in
Terdiman is a man “with the right skills
and right motivations who is going to
make an impact on the community.

“David 1s going to help us put Hillel,
The Jewish University Center on the
Pittsburgh map,” and end the confusion
between Hillel the day school, and Hillel,
the college campus organization, she
said. ‘

‘The fact that Terdiman had Hillel ex-
ecutive experience was a plus, Staitman
said. “All he has to learn is a new location
and a new building.”




