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AT ..,.The uestlon of what Pittshurg
i has done and. is doing for the Hom-—
Aless Jew, on. which. topic you.

tingd 'y

el

- gradual‘evolution; commencing Wwith

';g'?;"-.:_.j-._-,.';;hospltal1t ‘extended the stranger-in’
the residents:idf-
our communlty; and’ gradually 1ea--' '
.__:f-}f‘;:?-;‘mg to- the formiation of an inStity:"
-r;;[{,"‘jf;,tlon which'deals: Wlth thlS phase f :

“iiprivate homes. by:

'_~.,':‘f;,"g’;-.j?charltable endeayor. .. -

" © i Among the ]eWISh peoPIe; fro

. time immemotial; the matter of ex=

‘-",-i"{,;tendlng hospttallt 'to the -strahger

.- ‘has been a custom handed down:to
oL ms, by

. -day. About twenty yéars aZ0;:W:
St ﬁrst became: necegsary: 1n"P1tt -
o+ 'butg- to" deal .with -this-
oevery fannly resuimg

v .- k-‘ ] *
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it siened me. to write, -has been. 'one« f |
S . a great-deal. |
to Chestnut street, where we rented
a five-room frame house, located on
a high- elevatxon, ‘which seemed ad- -

questlo g
on therHl - -
‘who had any: self-pnde and-‘wante d -
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;'TT_--',‘."to be considered a respectable e] JRRRTE K
.. ‘ment of the community, had to:vol= - - {..

unteer his own home for;that pufs
- pose. All apphcants naturally driff-

ed to the Orthodox : congregatlo ;,' |

- and we were sent in- regular routine -
", to the homes. of the reSpectxye;No -
".unteers. to take out their three: da
.. which were: asmgned them. Thesa >
~ plicant was.not handed his-meals; b
' 'the servant.in. the kitchen, ‘but sz t
" with the family at their. own. Qtabl
" and the same .spn'lt of. hospitality
. was extended whether the: transne t

 was’ to .the “personal liking ofithe

- fannly or not. His, personahty ma e
S ng dlﬁerence whatever; it was:, d *
. hlm and . rt was a debt that had
- be Pald "{"":‘}'*"--'*'-*""

'f Gfadually as the c1ty develope
E .fand grew, rooms were rented 'whéi‘

“the strangers. could sléep’ a.nd ‘the

- ‘people, 'were assugned out onl”‘;i.,_,‘tfo
- ; 1 ;_‘Tthelr meals., |
.. for_yeazs in’ the’ communitys,

A.. .

- numerous’ ineffectual attempts wer
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Secretary PlttSb rg HonSe of Shelter | ) ]
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tor pay thc e,xhorbltant price of $20
a ‘month rent.

rent, and felt we were accomplishing
From there we move

mwably adapted. for our purpose.

“There we. instalied a janitor and his
.=w1fe, and commenced to.serve meals
to.our inmates, paying the couple for
,.'.each meal provided. Soon this be-
came impracticable, owing to the
labor and. annoyance of distributing.

tradition; "and. its’ functlo 5 j,the meal: tickets, etc., etc,, and we

'-f~='-.ha.ve been- cameﬂ on. to. the: presé t -
hen

abandoned:- thxs plan, ‘and com=

menced to ‘set up housekeeping on
- our own account

I"rom there we

-This custom: ex1ste ERS S Bt
’he «. ':' "_.

--;.jmade to rent.3 house;. 1nstell|,, jand o biadd]

18 j‘_:i itor,- and ‘run an- institution,. but: t e
'.: -";eﬁorts were not .CrQWned Wlt ‘”Su
fcess_, for the reason that ther was .
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e mstltntlon Fanally; U
(LI years “ago,- ‘this perplexxng probi
.+ was tufned over to theowomen of th e
”Hlllz adlStl“;th for 'solntlon. I‘t’“ o
“vdeermed: -1‘nn¢tﬁhe sphie ere :Of" woina.nts
wor‘;.j;:,'.;j}"‘pa'rt‘iclnlarl(yi ‘since: theyi hatl. -
s demonstrateq their sittcess’ in 1
5 i ning. £ harltable gani:

anothen i aorganxz
tlon--wanglu fma]ly ‘they dec dcd.;t@% e
E“W’Vhi’:ﬂi tt(‘Z(i‘ﬂ.lfdsti) Oﬁé }ih¢ thex W ,‘)r? T

o !housmg nd: tEeedl‘n

; 5 ?a Home: conducted for that; PUrDOsE,.
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L Lance’: exh\lbltedf by us; and’ we red ly
had to argue: wn:h our: friendsitoss t-
i'tempt 'to” ‘convinge. t‘hem;*thatu
a,\jwere perfectly 'sane*and: menta ly

s well - batanced for: dreaming’ 4*?1; ,P it

n. wtmg into; executlon an.idea 50" 1§~

stohire:a’. sultable Janltor and‘sr
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Jthe strange nﬂ '

“eated” at "1625 Locust street,
The Instntutton was
i Whenl recall the ﬁrst feWr months: . dedicated W1th the proper ceremon-
*’I marvel at’the: patience: andiendyrs

! purchased

< ot enough ‘money:and: ergamzatl f e

e ';-'-'
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moved to Stevenson st1 eet, wj1 ‘re
e rented another small house, pay-

ing:$25.00 a month rent, and by that
: time the ‘movement was fairly. well

estabhshed In October, 1906 the
©:present quarters of the Home lo-

1es——aevery one.gave hiberally and

~ cheerfully to- the cause—and its
~gates were ol)ened w1de to welcome

the stranger. -

- 'Thie Home is equlpped wnth a nice
kltchen dining-room and readlng--
‘room, 14 beds for the use of the in-.

| We managed to get
. ‘enough money together to.pay the:

WETC.

rf‘1onai‘y But ‘wee? dreamed};;drea s, ‘mates; and a bathroom and laundry,

}"ll"

i »and saw visions, and went:

i iworked: *“'".;.!f-?hen the: people ‘tealit

fff

ed’

xi‘

,m,..wthat we were Setiousin’ our: dims;
the: ovement: would:®

wpeeud 1,
r"‘.'lllL

B fband that

tf\

"'Qj:ﬂ% "4 thgejth fe;r ,’ wth ’1
bk “comrnetfc‘ed
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iceased laughmg b
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tq, have B httlem‘co ﬁ-~

ahead ind - We: have spent considerable money

.-t'!-r-‘

“toimprove the sanitary conditions

“of the ‘place and make it more suit~
,ld able: for. our work. :The building is
‘ =modest and. unpretentious, but withe

.....

inits -humble 'walls many hungry

i 0 r‘dence, ‘which’ »they ,»,.demonstrate ltll’i .and;Wweary travelers found a refuge
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. that' welcomed them and made them.
. feel: that they ‘were not- altogether

&

~outcasts, but were still regarded 'as
;humanbeings, whose miseries had
be allayed
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spcakmg of the calibre of the

classes, and L wﬂl endeavor to ex-
’plain the various types so that the
community generally will under-
.stand concerning them. To the
average person who ‘1s fot actively
1dentihed with charitable work so

that he comes in personal contact

“with the recipients of relief, it 1s
~hardly conceivable to him how a per-

son'can be so bereft of earthly pos-
sessions as not to have a roof over
ln head. And yet this ‘class forms

iseparate and distinct element in

elf, b
S}}Fn st is the case of the VCry
‘worthy individual who . comes to

-~ Pittshurg in the hopes ol secunng

work.
b

_newspaper reports of our pr osperity.
I‘;equently s very last dollar 1s
spent m transportation, -and he

- imagines that as soon as he arrives -

here a position will be awaiting him.
H
h

ﬁnds hlmsclf pennlless and

?

L ! ’

stranded, and 1s soon compelled to
seek admission to the House of Shel-
ter.- It is very hard indeed for this
class of unfortunates to have to ap-
‘ply, and frequently he goes around
. for days fighting against it, but fate
Etlalmpells him to swallow lus pride,
a

a(ll

rfus appetite upon eating his first
theal is indeed a tragedy.. Strange
to relate, the man who is really and
arnestly looking for work, and is
1ot cho:cy about what he will do to
¢arn a l:vehhood usually succeeds
‘in finding He 1s enabled to do
‘this very frequently by reading over
the advertisements . in- the daily
papers. that are  delivered to the
Home, as a cour tesy shown our in-
btitution by every néwspaper in the
ity of Pittsburg.  As it is some-

fimes a matter of from one to three

veeks until he O'ets his first'pay, the
eal charity comes in tiding him over
luring this period, and. we invari-

bly have him stay with us until
that time, Indeed very fr equently
our ]amtress gets up at 5o clock In

the mornin

peop}e that apply to us, we might breakfast before he goes to work,and
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sub-divide them ' into six distinct- a

He is attracted to this city
the numel ous mills and factories
located in this district, and by the

1s very soon disillusioned, and

d when he does apply, he is actu-
. starved, and to watch his raven-

21

to provide him with

-lunch 1s given along. There are
many 1 this city today who are
fairly comfortably situated who owe

“their first start to the help received

from our institution. On Sundays

“they frequently make us a visit, and

there remains with them a fecllnrr of

tenderness towards the Home that

befriended them in their greatest
- need.

The second class is the sick and
disabled, who are indeed to be pitied,
for slclulcss s a dire calamity when
there is plenty of money with which

- to combat it, so picture to yourself
- the fr:endless and penniless who are

physically unable to work. We at
all times provide them with medical

attention, having a score of willing

1)hyslcmns who have offered us their
professional services: in a few in-

- stances we have had to extend hos-

pital treatment to some. The sad-
dest of all, however, is the transient
consumptwe and there is scarcely
a week when we do not have him
m our midst. We are powerless to
do anything very tangible for him,
as we have no local Jewish hospltsl
where he can be treated, and owing
to hus being a transient, he is not
eligible to the Tuberculosis Camp at
Marshalsea or to Mt. Alto, the Sani-

tariam conducted by the State. V ery

frequently, even though these places
would stretch a point in his behalf,
we would not want to avail ourselves
of them, for many of this class of
unfortunates are in this country less
than two years, which would make
them a case for deportation if they
became a public charge. Usually
they are en route to Denver, where
they fee!l the cure awaits them, and
no amount of pleading or reasoning
with them will dissuade thcm from
attempting to get to Denver. “Hope
springs  eternal  in  the human

breast.” Many times we have known

of people to use up their very last
dollar for transportation— against

the advice of the local chari 1ity, where.

they came from—and in that way
they travel from city to city, stop-
ping at every House of Shelter en
route, unfil their  destination
reached. Sad indeed is their lot!

The third class is that of the fami-
lies, consisting of men, women and
children, who have a particular des-
tination in view and come lere
stranded. Scarcely a month elapses
when we do not have a few of such
fannhes These cases are very try-
ing, and it is usually up to us to ge
them financial assistance hefore the\
can be induced to leave the institu-
tion.

1%

The fourth class we are obliged
to shelter is that of the deserted
woman, who comes to Pittsbury in
the hopes of locating her missing
husband.  She usually gets here
handicapped with a few small chil-
dren, and pitiful indeed i1s her situ-
ation. If we had a uniform law in
this country making wife desertion

a penal offense so that the man could
be extradited to his home city, much
misery could he obviated on the part
of the wife. Of course, in such cases
it 1s a moral obligation on our part
to see that financial relief is given

her so that she might return to her
home city—of course unsuccessful in
her efforts and broken in spirit.

The fifth class is that of the pious
Jew, who makes a living by selling
wares of a religious nature, such as
prayer books, Tallis, Holy pictures,
or occasionally preaches a sermon in
an Orthodox congreg atton. Of
course, tins “sermon’ is only a guise
for begging practically, but it is a
more dignihed way ‘of putting it

r
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