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THE THIRD PART

In the oourse of building up the work of the Hebrew Ledies
Hospital Aid Society, I had been advised to do many things, one of
which was.to go to ses Dr. J. Leounard Levye I did not want to go
to see the Rabbie I wms fearful of what he would sey to me, but
Awhen. I was advised to go, I went. |

I explained my mission, told him of my plans, and asked him for
his b.ssistance. By that time we had already established a Montefiore
Hospital Association of Viestern Pennsylvaniae. After listening to me
very carefully for awhile, the Rabbi said, "Mrs., Davis, you are all
wrong and you are too prouds What you want to do is to buy a large
building, an old home, start there and then grow up fram that. But
befqre even that advice, I was :bdld we .did not need a Jewish Hospital.
Just meke arrengements with the Western Pennsylvania Hospital, make
e Jewish ward there by paying so much & year and that wes all. These
good advi_sers did not take into sonsideration that we neede;l more
'bhan-; Just a ward for the gick. What we needed was a place where our

‘young medical men would have a place where they could train for better
and bigger work.

I had already hed an experience with the West Penn Hospital
where I had mede the arrangement to teke our poor sick in and I would

/(},i’d Societys We had no

sooner started to send o en I received a letter from
the Superimbéndent, @ r\is neme was Mr, Howell, in which he

se.id that he never thought there were so meny Jewish sick people. I

pay for them by the Hebrew Ladles

went to see Mr. Howelle I said, "The folks I sent in were sick I oan

assure you they are poor and have not the proper plnce to be sick in.
Now I and my society are willing %o pay for them so what? If I did
not send them in possibly they would have been senmt in through other -

sourcess". "No doubt, no doubt, Mrs. Davis, we will let our arrangement

.- stand as is." 8o when Rabbi Levy said get a ward, I knew what that

smounted to. I made my report of my visit to Rabbi Levy. I also
edded that if we wanted to do anything we have to do this ourselves.
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8o after due deliberation the Board decided to appoin‘b & com=
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mittee on finding a building that would be suiteble for our purposes.
this committee got busy and after proposing several pleces, the More-
wood estate was decided one Mr. Charles Sacks was the attorney in
the case. Mre Henry Jackson, President of the hospital, had taken

a trip to Europe to be away for sbout a year., The Board of Direc'boré
elected me Acting President, in the absence of Mr. Jackson. Mr,
Abrahem Sippman, who was first Viee President, would not act, I being
Second Vice President, was elected so I accepted this duty. | While the
Montefiore Hospitel Association had no money, the Hebrew Ladies Hospital
Aid Society had twenty-five thousand dollarse With this money the
coomittee bought the first site where there was a very large colonial
building which the committee tﬁought could be used very c&mfort&bly
for the time bei.n'g. This was dene,the papers had to be signed so as

I was eonfined with my ninth baby, Albert, at that time, the papers
were brough‘t to my home for me to sign them as Acting President of the
Montefiore Hospitele Later I signsd the contract for the remodeling
and extending of the .0ld home into a Hospitel. We ’e‘nlarged it 30 x 40
feet on the first and second floors and made an entire third floor
with suiteble bathrooms, operating rooms and all accessoriess The
building was finished in April. We furnished it through the month

of Meye We opened it after due deliberation on sbout the month of June.
We haed no money on hand when it wes reaedy to be opened, only about

$600 in our treasury. Our Board of Directors were fearful of opening

the hospital with such a small sum on hand but I contended it would

cost us money to keep it closed for a time. We already had engaged a

Superintendents We had a staff of nurses, we had household help engaged,

so it seemed to me we might as well open up our doors to the sick and

also keep our promise to the publice. The Board saw the wisdom of my
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arrangement so we opened the Montefiore Hospital on June first,

That first day we had a 1life.and & death in our hospital. ihe
death was of an old men sent in to us from the Home for the Aged in
a dying condition. “he same day a little beby wes born in the new
Jewish Hospital which I had worked so hard to establishe By the
end of the month our hospital was running full eapacity and it hag
been rumnning so ever since. I can tell many, so meny, stories in
connection with the Montefiors Hospital, fihe hospital Aid Society,
the work of our Board of Directors of the hospital, the selling of
-rooms, the collecting of money, the working for men members, the
establishing of a staff (I was chairman of the confersnce committes),
the hundreds of details comnected with the opening of the hospital,
but first I must tell of how I sold the Pirst room to my friands,
Mre end Mrs. Marks Browarsky. I said to Dre Sanes, "You sell my
friends the first rooms" "How much must I say?" "One thousand
dollars", I told hime He mearly fell over. "Why, Mrs. Davis, you
will never get that much money for a room from anyone." You see it
we.s when & thousand dollars was e great deal of money. I said, "You
never can until you try." But he would not try so I took Mrs. Browarsky
by the arme "Come with me, I want to sell you the first rooms I went
you to be the first buyer." Mrs. Browarsky was very fond of me so
she said, "Now what and how much do you want of me?" "I want you
end Mr. Browarsky to buy the room number one for ome thousand dollars.®
She said, "You think I ought to do this?" "By all means, you should
be the first one to buy the first room where so many sick people will
get well, with the helpof Gode" "Well, if you say so then Mark snd I
will buy it and Merk will give you the thousand dollars", which they
did that seme daye %hat was only the starte Very soon all our private

rooms were solde Dre Sanes could hardly believe his eyes or ears.
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that same evening I saw a man go over to the table to give & check.

I said, "Please come over here." I took him by the arm end ghowed
him our marble tablets. "You see, if you give us one hundred dollars,
your neme will be pleced on this tablet, smaller amounts Just go into
the book", s0 he changed his check from twenty=-five dollars to one
hundred dollars. I got twonty-five dollars where men only wanted

to give five, I got fifty dollars, I got ten dollars, I got five dol-
lars, I took all I could gete Another sum of money I received not
quite so much nor was it so easys Mrs. Louis Gordon, who was a member
of our Hospital Society, got busy all at once. She said.that if I went
with her éhe could get a lot of money from a man that she Imows but I
must go with her. 8o we made the appointment and we started oute I
said, "Minnie, I don't know this men nor do I know where. Are you
sure you know where you ere going?" "Of course I am sure." So we
started oute We had no autos in those days so we ‘took the streetcar
and we went. After a time I could see that my friend looked puzzled.
I said, "You seem to be loste" "Yes, I am lost, this is not the place,"
In the meantime, I sew there were & number of Jewish names on the
business pleces, so I seid, "Well, since we are here, let us see

what we cen do"so we went into a furniture stors. I told the ovmer
that we were out collecting for the Montefiore Hospital. "Oh yes," he
seid and he handed me a silver half dollar. I sew that I had to say

. something so I said, "Well, you see, mister, you don't seem to under~
stand, we are collecting for e hospitals "Yes, I mow, the Jewish
Hospitals" For a moment I did not lmow what to say to this man. So

I said, "I tell you what, better you become & member of our hospital.
"How muoh is & membership?" "Ten dollars", I told him in fear and
tremblings "All right, I.will better be a member"and to our surprise,

he gave us a ten dollar bill for his membershipe So the next store we
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went into we did ﬁot try to collect any money but rether we asked

for memberships, which we got very readily. When we were through

with thet neighborhood, my friend said, "Well, now I know whers we

have to go." 8o we got on another streetcar and again after a time

I saw that my friend was again lost, but the neighborhood was

familiar to me so I said, "I think I have some friends here." It

wes on Butler Street so we took still another car and landed at my

old friend's store, Mr. & Mrs. Max Weisberge Well, when Mrs. Weig~
berg saw me she mede such a fuss over me that I felt asghamed, sb I
seld, "If you knew what I oceme for you would not be so pleased to

see mes" "Oh, I know that when you go so far out of your way, it

must be something worthwhile." "Yes, it is worthwhile, it is for

the Montefiore Hospitel,I came to you for a nice donation." "Well,
first come on upsteirs, have a oup of tea, then we will talk about
money." The tea was very Welcome because it was getting late in the
afternoon and we had no lunch so we had our tea. We sat and talked
about old times, ebout my:aear mother, about the time when Mr. & Mrs.
Weisberg were married, and then it wes time to goo We all went down-
steirs into the stores Mind they were all working in the grocery
stores ihey were not rich but they were kinde. "Well, Mrs. Davis,

how much do you want?" "I want s hundred dollérs from yous" "All right,
& hundred dollars you shall get"and to my surprise, Mr. Weisberg made
me & check for one hundred dollarse. Just then their son, Harry, came
ins We were all shaking hands .over again, laughing end telkinp, when
I said, "Harry, I just got a hundred dollars from your father so I want
e hundred dollars from youe" "But I just gave $25 last night." "Yes,
1 know, but I want your neme on our tablet. If you give $75 more,

that will place your neme on the teblet along with your father's name."

Without another word he also gave me a check for the $75 so we went
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out rejoicing. Outside we though‘b of another man who gave us $25.

One person gave us five dollars, so that in a very short time, we

had $285 besides linens, memberships, and various other things,
besides making a lot of friends for our hospital. I was ready to go
home when Mrs. Gordon says, "Oh, now I know where my man lives", so
she took me all over the 28th street hille Then she took me across
the 33rd street bridge and up a big hille I was so tired I could
hardly walk anymore for I was heavy with child, so I said, "If this is
not the place, I will not go ancther step." Thanks be, it was the
place her men was in. He was not very nice. After talking to him
for same time, I let her do the talking for he was the man she knew.

I had never met him., When she imtroduced me, he sai'd, "Yes, I know
Mrs. Davise I know Mr, Devis also, but I am sorry, I will. not give
you eny money for no Jewish Hospital." I saw there was no use to
talk to this man so I did not waste any time on him. So we went home,
I was so worn out and worried about my husband because I knew he would
be worrieds At last I reached hmme. I found my dear husband standing
at the door looking up and down the street. When he saw me he took
me in an said, "Oh, Mummie, why do you wear yourself out like this?"
"Piease do not scold me, Pa, I am awfully tired"so Pa almost carried
me into the house. He took my shoes off, he ordered e plate of soup
for me. After I bad rested he asked me to go to bede I rested all the
next day but in the evening we went up to the hospital and turned in
all the money and the records. ihe Secretary, DeAsLs Lewin, could
not get over wondering at my getting so much money. "Why, I live
there but I could only get $5 from all the people I went to ssee" I
tell all this, not because I got so much or so little money that day,
but because that 33rd street bridge seemed so longe I was so worn

out, I was so heavy, the impression made on my mind remaeins with me
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until this day, thirty-two years after. Everytime I ride down the

Bigelow Blvd., I viguslize that trip. I have received many and various
sums of money for my hospital but never did I put in so much effort
end after all, I received mothing but praise for my wonderful
work from this man who disappointed Mrs. Gordon so. ‘
I received the first very large pledge of fifty thousand dollars
from our Vice President, Mr. &. We Frank somes time after., I should
say years afters It came about this way. Our very rich Reform friends
did not want a Jewish Hospital. We had quite & lot of trouble to

convinee some of our very rich friends that a Jeyi§h/ Hospital is not
W At

only for the care of our Jewish people, but g't; was also our contribution
to our city and elso a place where our young jprofessional men could

have the freedom of sending théir patients to a hospi'bal.. Mr. Frank
later became our Vice President. I always got along with him very
wells At one of our Board meetings, I heard that the hospitael needed
eight thousand dollars. The men did not seem to kmow how or where to
get this money. It was for a payment on our mortgagEG. The next day
while I was oooking, I got a plem how I could get fhe money so I
called up Mre. Jackson. I asked him if he had time. He said, yes, to
go aheads I told him I had three ways of getting this eight thousand
- dollars. Mr, Jackson did not like my first plgn, nor my second plan,
but my third plan was goode He said to go ahead, it was a good plan.
I asked if he would help. He sald, yes, he would. After him I called
Mr. g W, Frank, He elso liked my third plan so well he said he would
give me six hundred dollars towards my plan. He also said he would
help meo The next day Mr. Frank celled me. He said, "Mrse. Davis, if

you get me five thousand dollars of Federation membership I will give

you five thousand dollars toward your plans" I said, "All right, it
is as 'good as done." I called a special meeting of my Hospital Aid
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Society women. I explained the matter to them. lIn a few days, we
got the members for the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies and I
got & check from Mr. Frenk for five thousand dollars. My Society
gave two thousand dollars and one thousand I got fram our Board
members. My dear husband gave one hundred; I gave a hundred; my
friend, Marks Browarsky, one hundred; and the other seven hundred
ceme from the other mene Mr. ﬁ. We Frank elways had time to talk
to me. He really was & Very nice man, even though he was & multi-
millionaires 8o ome day, when years later we were talking about a
new Montefiore Hospital, he said to me, "I want you to know, Mrs.
Davis, that I will pledge you fifty thousand dollars towards e new
hospitael™s I got so excited. "Oh, Mr. Frank, allow me to meke this
announcement publice" He said, "No, not now, but when in good time."
When the time came he did give fifty thousand dollars. But why talk
about these big sumse I must first tell you how we worked up our
first little hospitals. When we were about to open up our hospital,
of course, we needed linens so we made & linen shower. This was held
at the home of our Sscretary, Mrs. M. A. Goodstone. fthis was during
the month of May. It is hardly believeable but true that we received
enough linen to last us for some years. All kinds of linen neces-
sary for & hospital all through the hospitals The private rooms,
the wards, the dining room, the operating rooms, the kitchen, doetor
gowns, everythinge. then our good mothers started to give us pillows.
Every pillow was sterilized, put into new tickinge They said.it wes
e great Mitzvah.

When I was in the West Penn Hospital they gave me two pillows.
One was made of chicken feathers and one was made of corn husks. I
felt something hurting my head,when the nurse looked to see what was
hurting me, she found half a dry corn with the husk on ite I could
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not heve such pillows so I .sent home for my own pillows, I then
could appreciate our good women's knowledge of what was good for
the sick.

Seeing how successful our ingathering was, I appointed s permanent
sewing committee, or rather cirele, which provided everything the
hospital needed for years and years and is still going on in a
lesser degree. We opened our hospitel the first week in June. My
baby daughter, Sarah.Helen, wag born in the first part of September,
God bless her, she was then my eleventh childe I was dreadfully
worried and much afraid for I wes alweys so sicke Just as I started
to ery and thought that I still had another twenty-Lfour hours to go
through, I got one spasm of pain, then encther, and another, we called
for the doctor to come at once. Hb had been with me all day but Jjust
then he had to attend other sicke. He knmew when my nurse called him
he had to come at once. What Joy when I was delivered of a little
girl, God bless her, and give her a Joyous 1ife, because she has always
been, and even though she is merried with a femily of her owm, she is
to me a most devoted deughter.

I don't know if I was wise to give so much of myself to the work
thet came to my hands to do but somehow whetever I had.to do, I always
did my very best. fhere was mo-other we.y - the best way.

By this time we had moved from Washington Street to 815 Bluff St.
1 came to that home very suddenly. Pa said one day, "Well, Amnie, if
you want to move, you had better look for & house, either to rent or
to buys Pa did not have to tell me & second timee I went looking for
& housee I had some friemds living_on Bluff Street so I went there
firste ihere were meny lerge houses there. It was hard to get there
but once you were up.ths hill it was very beautifule I looked at

several homes to rente. uhe apents asked me if I had any children. Of
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oourse I had children, What would I want with & 12-room house if

&

I bad no family. Besides the houses did not sult me anyhow., fThen

my old girlfriend, Mrs. Bernstein, told me that there was a beautiful
home for sale right around the corner. A beautiful house - 12 rooms -
lovely bath, tiled kitchen, & fine oellar, a good laundry, every- |
thing that I wanted, a nice lot in front with two treess It was

& big improvement over my home in Washington Streete I seid, "I

love this house but I must bring my husband to see it." My husbend

saw the house and thought that it was good~so he bought it. We

lived there for nine years. fThese nine years were fruitful years.

My oldest son, Allan, who wes & brillient boy, started Harvard College -
at that time Harvard College was not so popular as colleges are nows

He really made a big name for hmself. He was a very brilliant student
and mede the course in three 'ye&rs with a Magne Cum Laude, a very
handsome men but a very unférturate onee Our other boy was still in
high schools The other ohildren atbtended public school, Hebrew

school, dancing school, music, singinge We lived above the normal

L et o e o

dmerican Jewish life. fThis was all my job as my husband alveys told
mes I will try to provide but you must look after the children's
education and I did my best. In addition to my Hebrew Ledies Hospital
Aid Society work I was interested in the Beth fI&madush Hagodal Shule.
the council of Jewish Women, the House of Shelter, the Guskj Orphan-
ege and Home, The United Hebrew Charities. Then I became interested
in the Zionist Organization of America. I got into 'bhis work 'bhrough
my son Allane. He had joined thetr&gr%h “Bion Society at the earnest
request of some of the older boys that lmew him. In fact, they waived

the age limit for hime I was pleased to have him join when he asked

me for I did not know anything about Zionism at that time. But my, my,

what a tremendous amount of work I did for that cause. I was a Sister
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of Zion, my husband was & Dorsha Zion, my daughter, Freda, was

& daughter of Roses of Zion, and my young son, Isaac, was & member

of a Zion Literary Society, in fact my whole family, as they grew
older, became members of some Zion society and in those days how

we worked for that Holy cause, and we gtill are. After more than
forty years, I wish I had the power of the pen to exercise in writing
the value of this greet work for the good of Palestine and the Jewish
peoples I am happy that I can truthfully say that we, my whole
family, have played a great part in the upbuilding of this organi-
zatioﬁ which has yieldeg such tremendous power for good of the Jewish
people in Americe and in the whole world. It came to us from the -
old world. What a power for good it has been and still is end I hope
will always be for Palestine and all the people that go there.

I have to tell of my first big work I did for the Zioniegt! Orgeni-
zetion. About 1898, the Pittsburgh Zionist invited the coming Con-
vention to be held in_Pittsburgh. In makiﬁg their arrangements, they
found they needed a chairmen of the Hospitality Committees Some of
the young people asked me to be that chairmene As I said before, I
did not know much about the orgenizetion. I had never been such a
chairman, I understood that it was a big underteking. I asked them
what I had to do. When they told me I wus appalleds I said I never
could do all that,they asked me to do. UThey said they would do all
that they could to help me, but that they would be lost without me.

I renlized that a great meny people would come to our eity from many
other cities if our young ;monists treated them nice, then our eity
would be nice and our peoplg would be nice. If, on the other hand,
we did not have everything fine end nice then our eity would not be
nice nor would we be fine. I have always had a great pride in my
city when I was very young and now after 66 years invPittsburgh, I

still love my oity and have a great pride in ite I have a little
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story ebout how I love my olitye But I must go on with our Convention,
Well, I hardly knew what I let myself in for. ‘he first was &
reception on Seturday night to all the delegetes and their friends.
Our Zionists did not know how to arrange this. I said, "We will just
have light refreshments for those who comes We will just stand in
line to receive them all with a friendly smile, introduce each to

the other so that they become acquainted.” I had & Very beautiful
tebleclothe I still have it after forty yeafs. I used mj cloth, my
siiver, my beautiful cendlestickse I decorated the table so beauti-
fully thet hardly anyone dered to disturb the arrangements. We

- served about five hundred guestse Iihe late Mr. De Haas spoke. He
wes & wonderful speakere An ardent Zionist, Professor Richard
Gottheil was Presidents. In all we had elmost successful evening.,

The mext dey we served a plentiful luncheon to the delegates only and
Sundey night we held our banquet. It was & banquet in every sense

of the wordy beginning with fish and ending with nuts. I really did
too ﬁuch but at $56 per plate, I made it goods We sold every bit of
Fods T wes told we had five hundred o that dimmers How I did i%

I oan hardly tell, I was too busy, but I did have splendid help from
my Hebrew Ladies Hospital Aid Society. The women were just grande
They did everything I asked them to do from makﬁng noodles for the
soup to serving the tebles and ldoking after the guestss I hired a
cook and a couple of he%gers. Ihey did one part of ths work, my
women did the rest ,aégg;eceived three hundred dollars for all -the
foodse I did my very best but what with hiring dishes and table silver-
ware, peying for the cock, making another luncheon the next day, I
had to ask for a little more money which I received. It was some
work but everybody was satisfied and happy. After that I became a
full-fledged Zionist and workers The whole orgenization knew me for

in addition to the food we had music, speakers, end singing, e very
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enjoyeble affair, The Pittsburgh Convention mede & lot of money

for their works After that I became & great worker for the Zionist
Organizations Whaet my husband and I gave to and for Zionism is really
more then I ean tells During a period of 40 years of giving the sum
counts upe Thers are a number of things that stand but clearly in

my mind that I dide One was the establishment of our Hadassahe

Our good women in Pittsburgh could not nor would not see themselves

as Zionistg. They thought thaet was for the men. I thought the

metter over very earnestly. Fimally I spoke to & woman who was at

that time & Zionists I poinbted out to her that if we oould ﬁf§3535344; fﬂéif/
the women in this great work we could do some goode Mrevddsmen
tried for some time 1';0 start but somehow she could not make & go of

ite So one day %}e@énvited Mrse Richard Gottheil, whose husband wes
the first President of the American Federation of Zionists, Q,Q’l she

knew mee When she came, I arranged & tea at my home which was then
on Alken Avemue for Mrs, Richard Gottheil and her sister, Miss Leon.
I invited 126 women and 125 oame. Mrse Gottheil told us of & visit

that she end her sister made to Palestine. It was bthen thet she first

became awere of the terrible condition of the Jewish sick women in
Palestine, especially so in the city of Jerusalem. Mrs. Gottheil

came back with the determination to do sdnethihg for our people, es~
pecially the women and children, so she wee glad to come to Pittsburgh. ‘
I hed just moved to my beautiful home on Aiken Avenue., Mrs., Gottheil
spoke very fedlingly about our -sisters across the seass. I spdke,
pointing out that what we did hereto help the sick We could also help

the sick over theree After a very fine tea at which coffes was served

with all the sweets and cekes and candy and nuts, 125 wamen becems
members of the Pittsburgh Chapter of Hadassahe Most of these good

women have gone to the great beyond for it is now more than 40 years
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but it was a great beginning, While they lived they were grand,
good women who established something that is going on 8ll thesge years,
this same Mrg. Gottheil and her gister, Migs Leon, at another time
used their influence over another group of wamen of the Congregation
Rodef Sholom where Rabbi Jo Leonmard Levy was Rabbi. With the help
of Mrs. Sol Rosenbl oom, myself and the good will of Rabbi Levy, we
Were able to organige a Palestine Welfare Society composed mostly of
the women of the Rodef Sholom Congregation. ihig Society flourished
for about two yearss fthey did some good but they were not true
Zionist at heart, so they disbandeds Rabbi Levy did ask them to es-
tablish a Chair of Religion in Palestine, but it dig not work. The
People of that group were anti-Zionists, Without the Zionist's ideal,
this society could not lives. I was very sorry that Mrs. Rosenbloom
proposed to disband the society for I could see that with_the proper
person it might have lived. I am heppy to say a great many of these
women are now cool members of our Hadagsahe

At enother time I came to a meeting of the Board where they were
talking about selling the Zionist Institute because they could not
raise the money to pay their interest. I felt very bad about it,
T asked will wo lose much money at this bime., Of course, we will lose
muoh monsy so I said, "Give me ebout & week's times I will see what
I can dos" I started a subseription liste Everyome I approached
gave me his check, 1I only asked for twenty-five dollars from‘each.
I, myself, headed the liste I really had no refusale One young friend
of mine, A.C. Stein, seid, "Mrs. Davis, I don't know one reason why
I should give you the money but since you came for it I will give you
my checke" I appreciated that gheck s little more than the others
because he was young, just beginning his lew practice. He was & hand~

same mane I liked him e lot, We were friends for many years. When
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-,"; ‘ ’ 3 I visi:bed Sen Francisco years later, he 1lived thére. He came to see
me at once at my Hotel, then he took us out. »lin daughter, Sarah, wag
with mes He had his wife and a very finé young man, & cousin of his
from Chicagoe We spent a delightful day with him talking of the past
end looking forward to a bright future. There was every reéson for
‘him to have & bright future with a nice wife and two gr.owi'ng sonse

1 was much ‘g;rieved in later yoars when I learned of his tragic death.
He was ’only o few years olde.r than my sonm, ;Allan, who'also passed
away much ’boo yo&mﬁg. It is such a great loss to the’ world for such
men to dle, who might have been of great use 'bo their p90ple and to
their country, for both were bljilliant men, with fine minds, great
ideals, handsome, useful, great Zionists, but both died, he by his
omn will, my son, Allen, died very suddenly from pnemnon_ia,_'which

he contracted while I was very sick and his femily Wés Just getting
over being ills I never sew him in this illness for I wes in the
hospital,at the time and he was sick at his home. 'I ﬁé&rly 'é.ied -when -
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the doctor told me that my son, Allen, passed away and I ‘grieved for /’/ Zéf/} ¥ f P
4 ‘Mn ::}: p
/
b lae ?L'/ “'my young friend whose check helped me to raise enough money to pay i

the interest and other debts, so saved the building for a great number
of years. When ke property wes high this building we.s vsold for
thirty or thirty-five thousand dollars. SLhere was & great seramble
for the money. Mr. Louis Lipsky came from I\Tew York. He wented the
money' for the Zionist Orgamzatz.on and there were different committess

wan’ced the money for their work. My son, Allan and I and e few of ' ' 3

the old timers and cool~headed members agreed this money ‘should go

- %o the National Fund towards a Pittsburgh Colony which was done, I
| . th:mk it is a very flourishing Colomy. I had ‘done many things. I had
. given much money for this cause. We did this together when my husband

1ived end I had done muoch after my husbend passed awey. I held many
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offices for meny years in the orgenizations I am still e memboer of
the Board of Directorss I am proud of the work I have done for this
organizations Many years ago, I prided myself on the work I had

done to help Mre Pincus Ruttenberg when he was in Pittsburgh in
behalf of the Electric project which he had for Palestine. I did
not know Mr. Ruttenberg. I did not know that he was in our city .
One evening I met a friend of mine, Mrse Morris Kriger, who asked

me to go with her to hear this Mr. Ruttenberge I did not want %o
'gowv I was out shopping for my family., I was too busys "Oh, come
along, I want to hear this man, I hear he is very earnest." "All
right, I go just to please you. My husband is out so the evening

ig my own." We went to the Beth Jacob Shule on Franklin Streets

There were not many women there but & goodly number of men. The
place was not very brighte I knew many of the men and they knew me.
ihere was & man stending on the Bemeh and telking in Yiddish. At
that time, I did not know Yiddish very wells I hardly understood
what.he was saying but all at once I heard some of these men conw-
tributing ten dollars, twenty-five dollars, five dollars and sor on,
There were not meny gave over twenty-five dollars. I thought it was
wonderfuls These men were not rich,*in fact some in poor cirbumstances
but they gave with a free hand. After the meeting was over I was
introduced to Mr. Ruttenberge But before this I was dumbfounded
when someone called out that he moved that Mrs. Davis be elected
treasurer of this fund. I did not want the job, but Mrs. Krieper in-
sisted as did a number of the men who knew me with the result I was
made treasurer of this fund for electrifying the land of Palestines
How happy I was later when I was in Palestine I found that Mr. Pincus
Ruttenberg had brought great light, not only in %el Aviv but also in
Jerusalem, that great historic citys. I had the privilege and the
pleasure to visit the Holy Lend. Ihis was after my dear husband died.

P
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I would wish thet all my children and all my good friends should

teke such & trip as I took but with their partners together. I
elmost lnew the lend through my dear sainted mother who lived and died
there, still I was thrilled when I visited there. Every place, every
town, every institution was known to me. But I really loved the old
oty of Jeruselem most. One day as I was leaving my hotel very un-
expected, I ran right into Mrs.Ruttenberge He recognized at once.

We spoke togsther for awhile., He was very busy with a convention of
some kinde He said that he would send me his secretary to explain
everything to me and show me what he had accomplisheds ‘then when he
ceme to see me we would talk personally like old friends, for he said
he well remembered the tea he had at my home.a dey or two_ after that
eventful Saturday night when I first met hims It seems I invited
him to my home tc; meet my husband and family which he dide He remembered
so well how we all spent & very pleasant afternoons fhe next day he
celled at my home end asked me to help him in his mission. It seems
somebody promised to teke him to a few of our very wealthy people =
when he mamed the men he wanted to see, I said it was no use, these
men were mot interested in Palestine. But I would give him about two
hours of my afternoon as my day was already taken up with my hospital
worke. We .went to see the men that he had the names ofe I was
beautifully received but they were not interesteds I told them that
someday they will be sorry that they did not have the honor of builde
ing up the Holy Land. i‘;&fber two visits to such very wealthy r;len, I
seid, "Now let me take you to some men that I know who would be more
sympathetic to our causes" In a very short time we had received
ebout $350 from people who were true Zionistse tThen I turned Mr,
Ruttenberg over to & Mr. Morris Sando, & plain, simple mane. He went

with Mr. Ruttenberg the rest of the afternoom. I received the money
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they collected the next daye I just do not remember how much they
collected but it was & goodly sume I do believe that was the first
real money that was collected for the Electric work that Mr, Rutten-
berg received which enabled him to start his great work of bringing
electricity to the Holy Land, and so again it shows that from little
acorns great trees grows Many millions has been spent on this work
but none of the latter millioms could have been possible if it were
not for the sum of money received in Pittsburgh through my efforts.
Mr. Ruttenberg had glven me many campliments while in my homee He
thought he had never seen anyone so well-received as I was and he
had never seen anyone asgk for money in the way that I asked for it.
All this time that I gave to my Zionist work I did not meglect my
Hospital Aid Society nor the, Montefiore Hospitale We haé bought the
grounds, we had femodeled the old building, we had added to it almost
&s much ag was the old house. I was Vice President in the absence

of the President, Mr. Jackson. I was Acting President during all
that times I wes also Chairman of the Conference Committee. You
can see that in the beginning we had to meet very oftemns My husband
Wes Ireasurere Most times he would come with me to these meotingse
Sometimes I had to go alones I was then heavy with child. It was
retther hard for me to go out at night, even though Dr, Sanes said
that we should have a Conference meetings. I said, "No, I will not
cell ones" "Why," he asked? "Because I do mot want to go out any-
mores" "All right, we will come to your house. We do love o come
to your home anywey." So I called my committes together. There were
three doctors, four laymen and myselfe We conducted the business

of the meetings After the meeting I served refreshments. We then
spent some time together as we were all friends-in all spent & very
pleasant evening, In a very few days my little daughter, Sarah Helen,
we.s borne We were all delighted that at last I had a little daughter.
After eight boys, God Bless her, my oldest daughter Freda took her in

her arms, looked at her and said, "My late little sister, you came
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lete for me you dear little sister." Yes, she is a dear sigter though
I was dreadfully afraid and dresdfully sick, still Thank God, she is
& blessing to me. I pray God give her a long and happy life full of
prosperity, health, happiness, and everﬁhing good in life., I cannot
and do not have words enough to tell how good and helpful my femily
were to me in my public work end also in my work at homes I will
never forget how kind end thoughtful they all were of mee My oldest
son, Allan, alweys helped mes He always had a chair ready for me.
He ran up and down the stairs for me, in all ways he was as helpful
es could be. nOne day, I was so nervous and upset about my coming
ordeals. My dear daughter, Freda, took me in her dear arms, and sald,
"Never mind, mother, we are all with you so you will have another boy.
See whet e fine lot of boys you have.," "That is it, I do’ not want
enother boy, I want a girl." "0h, mother dear, do not worry. Let
me take you to your room and rest a little." My family were very
good and kind to me. When a little girl was born, we were all very
happye My sister said to me, the ‘nextday when she came to see me,
"Why, Annie, you look twenty years younger." "That is owing to my
little girl baby," I said, *

I did not go out anywhere for more than six weeks. The first
trip I made to the hospital. Dr. Sanes met me. He said, "Well,
Mrse Devis, where were you all this time?" "I was home having a
baby girle" Well, for goodness sake, I never lmew ite" Then Dr. A.
+ Lewin met me and asked me the same question. I told him that ‘_I had
& little girl. "Well, well, a little girl. I never knew it was coming."
Then I met Dr. Ne Jo Weil. He asked the same question. I made the
seme answer. He said, "Well, you do look a little peaked." I laughed
at these men, They saw me very busy all the last year with the Monte-
fiore Hospital but were so unobserving that they did not lmow thet I
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we.s with childe They were fine physicians, speéialists in their
different lines but they hed no eyese I was so happy with my little
girl, I did not mind what anyone saide I was forty-four years old
but I was very active, for at this time I was again elected on the
Board of the Hebrew Relief Society. That Society was just another
source of education for me. There we spent more time going over
cases week after week, not doing anything in the.meantime. I had
charge of a case of poor simple women as I went visiting among the
sick poore She had & little child about three years olde She was
gotting some help from the Hebrew Relief Societye. I looked into
what she was gettinge I found a very large rye loaf of bread.

She had potatoes, but she never had any milk or butter or eggs or
meat nor any of the fruits so I went to the Board meeting of the
Hebrew Relief Society and asked them to allow her to buy these other
things more suitable for & little child, instead of every week the
'same'bread, the same potatoes, the same beans. I am glad to say that
they allowed me to give the order to a grocer to let this poor women
have the things she most neededs In going to see this woman I met
another woman. 8he said, "You are Mrs, Davis." I said, "Yes." She
said, "You ought to know me as wekll as my husband." When she told
me her name I knew her whole family. They were all well-to-do; Yot
this woman and her three children were hungry. Her husband was sent
to a Federai Prison for using the mails in sending out some tickets
for a Woman's Club. However he was not cold nor hungry. I aséed
her why she does not ask her family to help her, "My family know
my situation and if they do not oome to me, I cannot go to them."

A A sl

So I said I would see what I could dos The first thing I did was to :
send one of her children to & Blind Asylum where they treat the

eyes, also teach the patients how to do things, to work with their
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handse I sent her some food,

Then I took up the matter of her husband's problems as he had
already served the grea‘éer part of & year. I wrote & letter to the
Parole Boards I told them that he was & good husband and father,
while he was frees, that he is protected, housed and fed, but that
his wife and children are hungry end much in need of mediocal ate
tention and if it is in their power to pardon or parole him, they
would do a great merey for I feel sure when Pfreed he would again
take care of his family. The man is & good man as I lmow him,

I am happy to sey the men got his paroles It was not long
until they were on their own again. Very wisely they moved to
another town, Some years later I attended a wedding at the Hotel
Schenleys There I saw a fine-looking women sailing down the ball-
room floor smiling all over her face, with her arms extended to me.
"Dear Nrs. Davis, how are you, my dear good friend?", and there
was my poor distressed woman whom I had helped and befriended years
ago.« It made me very happy to see thems They had come to Pittsburgh
to the same wedding. They took me around. They petted me, they
wanted me to come to visit them, 'bhéy promised to give me a good
timees They fully realized that my letter to the Parole Board did
& lot of good, for the Board wrote me that they would teake all I said
under congideration. They also told the femily that wh‘en ‘they had
such & women as Mrs. Davis plead for them that was enough. I thanked
my happy friends if and when I would come to their city I would be
heppy to accept their hospitality. I have not seen them for some
times I am not a great traveler, so I never got to their eity. By
this time their children are marrieds It is better that they do mot
see too much of me, for it would only remind them of a very unhappy

time.
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efanioct

The other case was not so easy. BEven after I got 'l:he& to allow
her to get what she needed for herself and baby, I got a grand laugh
from the members of the Boarde I could not see the joke so they
told me that they would not bother with this cases. They would put
the poor simple mother in Mayview and put the child in an orphan

asylume I could not see the wisdom of such action so I said, "Let

me have this woman and her child for six months and if there is no improve—

ment, then I give up and you can do what you want to dos" Well, they
let me have this case. It was nobt easy I can tell you. The charities
hed made this poor woaman afraid, even though she kmew that I was her
friend and wanted to help her.

The next time I went to see them I found the little girl eould
hardly breathe. I asked what wes the matter. "She has a‘ cold" the
mother said, butAI could see it was something else so I tried to ex-
emine hers I started to take off some of her olothes. Well, I can-
not-tell how meny things that child had tied around her chest so
tight that the poor baby could not breathe. The mother thought sure
I'was going to kill her child but after I sponged the little body,
put a clean shirt on and loose gown, she saw how much easier the
child felt. She was satisfiede I had the doctor come to see the
little girle He said there was not much the matter. I worked with
this case that six months. I gobt the little girl to g& to the Irene
Keufmen Kindergarden. The mother went with her. There she learned
different things-in the end, the little child taught the mother.

I then reported the progress of this case. The Relief Society al-
lowed me to keep one I worked with these two for a few years until
the ohild could teach her mothers I am very heppy I had the power
to help and keep these two poor strays until they could help them-

selvess It took time and patience and loving kindness, also money
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for I also dressed the child properly, but I did accomplish wonders.
I could tell go many stories about the many eand varied cases. Here
I must tell of an entirely different case.

This was & very fine family who got along very wells They
lived in their own little home on Bedford Avenue. All went well with
them until the husband took sicke I put him in the West Penn Hos-
pitale That was where he wanted to be. He was in a bad condition.
He lingered on for some time. The Hospitel did everything possible
but they could not cure him., He wag predisposed to tuberculosis.,
After some time he died. The wife was devoted to her husband and as
they he_td this little house om which they had paid one thousend dol-
lars, she loaned a hundred dollars for funeral expense. I went V'bo
see her during Shive. She felt she had & friend in me. -So after
8 week or two, she came to me and said, "Mrs, Davis, if I could get
a loan of one hundred dollars, I think I could meke a living for my
femily," She had three children and a sister living with her, For
this money she would buy material, her sister would make up skirts,
aprons and other things and she could sell them as hér husband did.
I promised I would try to get the loan for her. I went to the Hebrew
Relief Societys I +told them of this case. I did not ask for & loan
but for a gifte We could tell her it was a 1oén but on the books it
should be a gift for I felt sure she would have & hard time to meke
& living and I did not want them to think that either this little
woman or I fooled theme Well, after talking and explaining a lot,

I finelly got fifty dollars instead of & hundred from the United
Hebrew Relief. The woman did as she said she would. A1l went well
for about six months, then one day she came to me again, "What is
the trouble now},?I askeds She said, "You know, dear Mrs. Devis, my

little girl used to teke music lessons. If she does not get her
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lessons she will forget all tha;'b she knew, I had hoped ‘Ehat she
Will know enouéh music to be able to make her own living by it later
.on=with her knowledge of Hebrew, German and French, she could be a
good teacher," I thought the matter over for e moment, I said, "A11
right, I wiil get your little girl the music lessons that she re-
qgires." She was then ebout twelve years old. I inquired among
some of my musical friends. One good waman, Mrs. Blumenthal said,
"Send the child to me. I will give her music lessonse® I was de~ |
lighted because I knew Mrs. Blumenthal as e very fine pianist, she
heving studied in Europe. MNr. Blumenthal was & very fine musician.
This child would be in a fine musical atmosphere, Sometime after I
inquired from Mrs. Blumenthal how our little girl is getting along.
"She is getting along very well under the circumstancese™ "Why,
what are the circumstances?" "Well, you see, Mrs. Davis, the child
has no piano to practice on." ®For mercy sake, how does she manage?"
"0h, she comes to my studio every day efter I am through with my
other pupilse" ™That will nevei‘ doe" I never thought nor knew

thet this telented child had no piano so now I had to get a piano.

So I went to & Very wealthy man that I knew and who thought that I
wes & lwonderf‘ul woman and did wonderful work,in fact, he embarrassed
me one day by telling me that he was sorry he "did not know me long
ago for I was such a grand womane Well, I thought that all I needed
to do is to ask him for a check for the piano and I would get ite
Instead he said to me, "Mrs. Devis, I always thought you Were &
smart waman, now I see you are not smart at all." That after I

had told him ebout this child, her heroic mother, her fine father,
what refined people they were, what a fine education was already
started, what could this delicate ohild do in time to support herself.
Put her in SOI;le woman's kitchen, she will be much better off. "Mr,

"Arons, some children are fitted for some women's kitchen, some are
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fitted for musics I came to you for a check = only twenty-five
dollarse I know I could buy a piano for that much. If you can
give me that much, well, if not I will have to see one or two other
friends." Mr. Arons looked at me and said, “Only that I know you
so well I camnot let you go out without anything®, so he took $2.
out of his pocket and laid them on the teble. I looked at the $2.
and said, "I ocame for $26. If you camnot give that to me I cannot
take two dollarss You will please excuse me for troubling you and
I can still remain friendse" I left him stending dumbfounded. In
an hour I had the $25 I neededs I went to CeCe Mellor & Co. and
esked them to show me a piano for $26. "Have a heart, Mrs. Devis,
Wwe have no pieno for $25 but we have one for seventy-five dollars."
"Its no use, I have only twenty-five dollars, but I will look at the
one you haves" They took me upstairs and showed me an old-style
square pianos "Do you want $75 for that piano? Why, I ought to
charge you for taking it off your floor." We laughed and talked.
I told them my story with the result I got the piano, a lovely bench
also. They even hauled it upstsirs for me. Happy? I never saw any~
one so happy as that child and her mother was. In the end, the
little girl became & lovely young woman, independent in the ebility
of making e living by teaching piano. In later years, the mother
remarried to & nice man and raised her other children very well. She
also always took care of her sister-in-lew who was not very strong,
helped her brotherts wife and his children when her brother died and
until they were able to help themselves. I am happy that I helped
these people to keep up the standard of life they had set for them-
selves in the good times.

There are so many cases come to my mind that I had handled in

the nine years that I lived on the Bluff. Some were very pitiful,
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some were sad, some Were even humerous, each Very important to the
epplicant, Right there on Looust 8treet, around the corner from
where I lived, there wasg a little business section. There was my
butcher, Mr. P, Pinky my grocer, Mr, Kramer; there was the plumber
end one or two otherse They all got to know me with great respect.
I wes the President. I could do everything. Whenever there was a
little trouble, they came to me with their troubles. I seemed to
be able to help them out. One day & women came to tell me that the
United Hebrew Charities had stopped paying her rent so she wented
me to get her rent for the amount by that time was only five dollars
& month, I asked her how long they wers helping her. She said, "It
is now seveﬁ years since her husband dieds At thet time her baeby
wes three years old and she had seven children, Now her children
are grown and one girl is a Kallah, 8o I said, "I think the chari-
ties have really treated.you very nice. When all your children were
little, your hands were tieds You could not do anything so they
~ helped you but now you should be able to help yourselfs" "But how,
Mrs. Davis, how?.:®™Well, let us soe. They have reduced you to five
dollars a months If you divide that, it comes to one dollar and a
quarter a weeks. When you divide that into seven days, you get qnly
about eighteen or nineteen cents a daye. Now any woman who feeds a
family of seven should be able to save seventesn or eighteen cents
& day from her expenses. In a short time your daughter will be
marrieds You will heve less expense so you will be able to get along
without charity money. Also it is not becoming that your daughters
young man should know that you get money from charity." "Oh, my, Mrs.
Davis, he must ngz;know;“ "Well, it is better that you stop now. So
go home and be content thet you have come to & time when you can get
along without the cherity." "Thank you, Mrs. Devis." But five dol-

larg was five dollars. She got elong all right,
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Another ocase was ‘of 8 woman who came to me thet I get her a
divoroe. I said to her, "You maede & mistake my good womean. I am
neither a Rabbi nor a Judge. Besides I do not like divorece nor do
I believe in them. 8o you better go home." "Dear Mrs., Davis, I
heard you are such a good womane You help everybody. Won't you
listen to me?" "No, I will not listen." "But, Mrs. Davis, I have
come to talk my heart to you. Pleass let me talk to yous" "Well,
talke" I was very impatient with this poor woman. She did not
strike me right. She told me her husband is & huckster and he
only gives her six dollars e week. She has a little boy. She hag
not enough to buy the child a pelr of shoes or a pair of Pantskis.
"So I want a.divorse." I said, "If your husband had more, would
he give you more?™ "Oh, yes, he would." "Does he try?™ "Yes, he
tries. Somebimes he comes home very cold and hungry." "Well, do
you have something hot for him to eat?" "Hot to eat? Why I look
8% him like on & dog." "$till you want the divorce yet?" I said,
"No; you don't want the divorce. You mesn your husband wants the
divorce." "No, Mrs. Davis, I want it," "Look," I seid to her,
"How can a man have the courage and the willingness to work for
you when you treat your husband like a dogs You do not meke any-
thing hot for him, even a cup of tea. You do not let your little
boy olimb on his father's knee. The child never kisses his father,
And yet you have the nerve to come here to me to ask me to help you
get a divorce. You are not a good women nor e good wife nor & good
mothers Your husband gives you all he ean. He would give you more
if he had it. He never is cross with you. He ought to get the
divorce." She sat there for awhile then said, "Well, I guess you are
right." 8he went away. I never heard of this woman getting a divorce.
Well, these neighbors of mine used to hear of me and my work. 8o

one day, two women came to me. “"Mrs. Davis, you know Mr, Pinks
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cousin came from the old countiy and she has to get married because
her young man sent for her," "Well, let her get married," "But
she can't, She is go poor she hasn't even got a decent dress. 8o
is her young man very poor." "Well, that is too bad, but what can
I do about it?" "That is Just it, you are the only one that can
help them." "“How can I help them? I do not even know them," Mrs.
Kremer said, "I kmow them, these people, and I know you are the only
one that can help by making a collection for them. You know if we
g0 out we will not get the money but if you go, that is different,"
Well, I gave them five dollars, “Here now, you gos You can do ag
well as I." "No, Mrs. Davis, you do this for this poor, young girl.
You know the butcher. He cennot do much but he will give & dollar,"
Mrs. Kramer picked out a doller from her little purse. The other
woman geve a dollars Well, they persuaded me. The next dey I went
among my friends and before long, I had over fifty dollars, That
was not enoughe I had to do the buying so I went to Bennie Neiman.,
He v;ras then on Fifth Avenue, What I bought for that fifty dollars
was enough for Mr, Neiman would let me have everything for almosﬁ
nothing, A dress, underwear, sheets, teblecloths, blankets, pillows,
and cases, towelse I felt I had to call enough. The young people
were married that evening., The next dey they told me that for what
I gave them in cash they bought a little whiskey end some beer. The
butcher gave the meat. I was going to be very cross, But I considéred
I had made them very happy so why scold? 4 few years later, Mrs,
Kramer told me the young couple were doing so well they bought a
house and they had two storsse I was very happy to hear this.

- At this time I was very busy with my dear family., It was during
these nine years I had the most work to do. We had moved into this
beautifulrhame at 816 Bluff Street. I came there with my femily of

seven children, six boys and my daughter Froda. I moved there with
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sorrow and regret that I had lost a dear little boy, such a darling
childe I mourned him for more than twenty years, I mnever forgot
him for one day but when I had other great sorrows the memory be-
came less hurtful but I will ever remember that dear child,

Just as I was ready to move into my new and beautiful home,
my dear mother told me that she decided to go back to Jerusalem
where she had been on a visit about two years before. Mother did
sey that she would go back some day right after she came home but
I never quite believed that she would. I did all I could to persuade
my dear mother to change her mind. I told her she could do just as
she pleased in our new home as she always dide I showed her the
two rooms she could have = a beautiful, bright bedroom and & sitting
rooms I said we neéded her to keep us strong in our religiQn.for my
mother was very feligious. I used every possible argument but it
Was no usee Finally I said, "Mother, dear, I will have to ocall you
to a Dinn Toreh." MYou may do so but it will do you no goode I have
made up my mind there is where I want to live and there is where I
went to die when my time comes." So I saw that it only grieved mother
to have me say anymore. I agreed that she go after the spring season,
It was all settleds She was with us in our new home three months.
My deer mother left us and I never saw her again., This was thirty-
five years ago. How many, many times I cried after she left. Bvery
time I wrote to mother I cried=very often I had to stop before I could
finish my letter to her because my tears would drop on the paper.

I learned a beautiful lesson from my dear husband., Mother left
her little property in my husband's charge. BEvery time he sent her
her money he would inclose ten or fifteen dollars or more to give away

to the poors Ome day I said, "Pé, if you have money to give away, give

it to mes I can give so much among the poor for it was still hard times

in Pittsburgh." My husband looked at me. "You know, my dear, it gives
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mother great pleasure to have money to give to the poor, Here you
can do as you please anyhow," I really felt ashamed that I did not
understand the art of giving pleasure to my mother., After that I
never sent a letter that I did not inclose some money., But I oould
not refrain from saying, "Mother, dear, you can do as you please
with the money, but if you would please me, you would buy yourself
something." But I know she would give so much mors away. Years
later I had the privilege to visit the Holy land in Jerusalem. I
found her name in & year book of the Esrath Noshim recorded wheres
she had given her own money and in another place where she had turned
in money that I had collected from her friends and sent to her, each
name with the amount recorded in that boék. I was given a book to
take home with me and which I value very highly. I am happy to be
able to say that I'contributed in memory of my mother one hundred
dollars to this same Institution and I send money there every years.
There are & number of stories I can tell about my mother while she
lived in Jerusalems This one comes to mind first, I received a
telephone call fram a Mr., Wilson, a non-JeWish friend of my mother's.
He said, "Mrs. Davis, I have three friends who are going to Jerusalem.
They would like to heve your mother's address, also if you have a
memento to send her, they would be happy to take it over." I was
very happy of the opportunity to send a personal message to my mother.
So I hurried over to Joseph Horne's. I bought her some lovely large
handkerchiefs, some fine white aprons, a lovely white lace searf and
e lace bonnet with lovely orchid ribbon bow. I took these over to
Mr. Wilson to hand to his friends who were ministers of the Protestant
Faith, I did expect to see them after they got back but somehow they
sach hurried back to their own towns. I never did see them again,
My dear mother, to show me that she received the presents I sent to

her, had her picture taken with some of the presents on. She had

¥




Pege Thirty-One

the white fichu and her lace cape That picture nearly broké my
heart, I could see that my mother aged very much since she left
homes I wrote to these gentlemen. I asked them what they thought
was my duty to my mother. Was it my duty to go to Jerusalem and
bring her home or was it my duby to let her stay in Jerusalem as

she seems to desire. And as one man, the two gentlemen answered
that they thought I should let her stay in her new home, Jerusalem.
She seemed happy so why disturb her. The third man answered me some
months later. He had mislaid my letter, that was why the delay. He
said the same thing. 8he was heappy where she was. So I never dis-
tressed her anymore with my letters asking her to come back as we
missed her very muche. Mother did not want to come back. So only

in one letter she said that I should never write to her again to come
backs So I answered her and said that if she will not come back to
me that someday I will come to her. I could not come Just then
because I was with child. Mother answered that I must not think of
coming to her until I had all my children raised, then I should come
to her. I will find her in her everlasting place, her neighbors
will be such holy men and women who had already passed away. It was
seventeen years after that I did heve the privilege to visit Jerusalem
end the whole of the Holy Lands But the very first place I visited
was the Mount of Olives where my dear mother wes buried. As she
wrote, about two or three hundred feet from the road rumning be-
tween the Mount of Olives and Mount Morie, right at the roadside is
the Monument of Absolam, the son of King Davide A few hundred feet
away from there is the grave of the Prophet Zacharieh, everything in
good order. I was moved ag I mever was in my life when I saw my
dear mother's tombstone which she héd ordered during her lifetims.
She even had the stone engraved this way. "This is the grave of

Chaia Sarah Jacobs of Pittsburgh, Pemnsylvania, Americe, which I have
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arranged during my lifetime." I only had to put the time of her
decease = the grave, the gravestone, the surroundings in very good
order. After I kissed her resting place I cried as I had cried at
the time I received the cable telling me of her passing away. The
morning of that day my dear hugband left for his office shortly after
he called me and only said, "Amnie, I found & cable on my desk." I
eried out, "Oh, my mother, my motheri" He came to me to comfort me
in my sorrow for I did mourn for my mother very deéply and sincerely.
I loved her and revered her during her lifé"bime. I tried to do my
duty by my mother so I felt her loss even though I had not seen her
for years. Even now, after thirty—five years, we still talk of my
mother. She was a wonderful woman, as one other story will show. We
had an opportunity to sell a right-of-way to the Catholic Church back
of my mother's property. The transaction was so agreeable and carried
out so satisfactorily thet when the Bishop of the Pittsburgh Diocese
wa.s going to Palestine and Jerusalem, he came to me that I give him
my “mother's address. He wanted to see the mother of the children
with whom he had such fine dealings. I gave him mother's address,
then I wrote to Iﬁy mother telling her that the Bishop of Pittsburgh
was coming to ses her and that she should be on the lookout for hims
In due time, I received a letter from mother saying she did not wait
for him ‘o 1001;:' for her to come to her. But she went to see him be-
cause you lmow my dear, he was a stranger in my city so it was my
place to go see him at his :hotel. This from a very relig:‘cou§ woman
end he a Bishop of the Catholie Church. But it was Jjust because

she was so wise and so0 religious that she knew the nice ways of life.
I am also heppy to say that Bishop Canevan came again on his return
to our house to bring personal greetings from my dear mother. My

dear mother died at the age of seventy-four, efter having lived in
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Jeruselem six years, It hag elweys been & great comfort to me to
know that mother wag not sick very long - only three days. Also
that my dear mother had enough money with her to pay all expenses
and even had enough to give out to charity all along the funeral
procession,

The Americen Society to which mother belonged wrote me all +the
details. They even wanted to know what to do with her household,
her clothes, her silverware. I wrote them to give everything to
charity, Al11 I wanted was her ocandlesticks, her ring that she wore
and & breast pin but I only received the breast pin, nothing else.,
As I said, I visited her grave the very first dey that I was in
Jorusalem. I went there just as I would have gone to he? home had
she liveds I also went to see the place where she lived wheﬁ she
passed away. It‘was very nice = two rooms. I took and have a
picture of the place. A young couple lived there at the time.I
visited.This young women's mother-in-law seemed to have known my
mother during her lifetime for she brought me an apron which she
sald my mother gave her, I recoénized the handmade lace. This
woman wanted to give me the apron. I told her to keep the apron
&s I had some of the lace which my mothsr mede and sent to me while
she lived in Jerusalem. I have this lece as yete Someday I will
make something nice out of thig lace for my deughter as a keepsake
from a graﬁdmother whom she lmows only by hearsay. My dear daughter,
Sarah, often saeys she must have been a wonderful womane God gless
mother's memory.

Mother had left & will with my husband when she went away but
sent for it a year or so later. My poor sister was very fearful
that mother give all her little property to the people in Jerusalem.

She sent us another will made out in Hebrews We found a most liberal
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and wonderful document in the Preamble. She sdid, "Since I lived

in Americe and earned my money there in America, I will and bequeath
that my property be divided into one~half to go to my son William
Jacobs and the other half to my daughter Rachel and my daughter
Annie after the following bequests be paids" So much to the

Gusky Orphanage and Home, to the Beth Medrish Hagodal, to the
MontefiorevHospital, even though it had not yet been built, some

to the House of Shelber, some to our burying ground, some to charity
in Pittsburgh and some charity to Jerusalem. The sums were modest
but they were there. I said to my brother and sister, "If we each
add to what mother left, we could have her mname placed on the
marble tablets where there are tablets," so we have her blessed name
on the tablets of the Montefiore Hospital, the Gusky Hoﬁe, the House
of Shelter. We also sent the money to Jerusalem as bequesteds I
even sent more for & little sum which no one seemed to know where

it-should go. I sent it to Jerusalem, knowing that would have been

her wish, A sum of $25 was returned to me from the postoffice which
came to mother too late. MNother had asked that much for tablecloths.
I asked my sister to give half but she did not understand so I sent f
this myself. I was grieved that my mother did not live to give these
tablecloths herself so I gave it in her dear memory.

In this oormection, there is still another story which has given
me great comforts My brother came to Pittsburgh to meke his home
here. Ho needed the money which mother left him in her will, The
only way he ocould get it was to sell the house mother left so he
came to my husband and seid, "You know, Barney, I can get seven
thousand dollaers for the house if you would sell it mow.," My husband
and I knew we could get more if only we would wait a year or so, but

my brother did not want to wait. He needed the money. So one day I
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went to my husband's office to talk to him about this sales I said,
"Listen, dear, when men want o do some crooked thing, they find

& waye Now, if we want to do a good deed, we must also find a way."
What would suggest for my husband kmew that I had some plan in mind
about the sale of mother's property, so I told him to buy thig piece
of property for the seven thousand dollars s give my brother his

share of §3,500, giVe. my sister her share and when in time we gell
this house for more then both my brother and sister would come in

for the additional amount. So confident was my brother that my hus-
bend would treat him right, he wasg very gled to meke the sale on these
terms. This was done without a lawyer, without a witness, without a
note or any written thing. It did make my husband short in his bank
balance for a time. In about a year, my husband sold this piece of
property to the ;same Church and the same Bishop that we sold the
right~of-way to some years previouss The Bishop was very glad to pay
us the sum of ten thousand dollars cash. My husband called my brother
and sister and gave them the additional money = $1,500 to my brother
end $750 to my sister, leaving my smount with my husband., I never

did get my inheritance. One day I said something about this to my
good man, He got so cross ebout what I said thet I never did say any-
thing more for I knew that my husband works and worries in his business
Just to earn money for me and the children. He alweys bought the most
beautiful things. He gave me most beautiful diamond earrings, rings,
diemond breest pins, a gorgeous sealskin coat, & very fine hox;se. He
gave me and us everything that we needed and a whole lot that we could
do very well without = everything for me and the children, for himself
he bought very little. He was modest in his dress. So why should I
cleim anything that I had gotten from my mother, I never made him

cross about this again,

i
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I mourned my mother very deeply for a full year. At this time

I was a Very busy woman. I had a thousand end one things to do for
my Hospital Aid Society and other public duties but my home and my
family hed their full share of my supervision. It was my job to
| look after their welfare, their education, their health, and their
general well-being for in the beginning of time my husband said to
me, "Mema, the children are your jobs I will try to provide for

them but you must look efter them, the rest is yours and true enough,
the rest was my responsibiii‘by. When my oldest son, Allan, was
through High School, it was I thet he consulted. Of course, we al-
ways called Pa inbto our considerations and if he apgreed it was dones
Hebrew school, dancing school, music school, it was I who had to
arrange and pass one. The college my Allan selected was Harvard and
thr;ae of his brothers followed him to Harvard end now his son Laurence
is a Junior at Harvard with the possibility of my other grandson,
Richard Max, going to Harverd. I sometimes question if it was wise.
For: in those years Herverd was much New England with all the New
England repression which did have some effect on these young western
boyss My deughter, Freda, entered the P.C.W. where she studied her
music and singing. In raising a large family, & mother goes through
go much that I often wonder how I can remember anything at all. But
one incident or accident so impressed itself on my mind that I wonder
I did not lose my mind, One day I was sewing in my room where We

had double windows. My meching was in front of the window. I thought
it wes fastened when my little son, Maurice, God bless him, and give
him a long and happy 1ife, climbed up on the window sill between me
and the machine when all at once the double window opened outward and
my little child fell out of that window a distance of about twenty

feet onto a rough, asphalt, I was frantio. I ran down the stairs

o e
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orying at the top of my voice for Mary, my maid, for somshow I knew

I needed help. When I got to the front door, I saw my little boy
lying there in a heap. I thought he was dead. I picked him up. I
heard him say, "My leg", then I thought his leg was broken. I
carried him into the kitechen and laid him on the teble by the window.
I was so bewildered that I ran for the doctor, forgetting that I had
a phones: - ®hen I was helf-way out of my yard, I remembered so I ran
back, called the doctors I must say that he came right away. All
this time. I was afraid to move him. He was very quiet. My maid
brought a pillow and blanket. The doctor examined him but found
néthing broken so we carried him upsteirs to his room. The doctor
helped me undress him. He examined him again but found nothing wrong,
not a drop of blood, only a little discoloration of one cheeke. The
doctor thought it was wonderful, but my next-door neighbor, an old
German woman, said, "You know, Mrs. Davis, the Angels spread their
wings under him." I really do believe that the good God sent his
Angels to spread their wings under him. We kept him in bed for about
two weeks, then he wanted to get up so we let him out of bed. At
first he waddled when he walkeds My husband said, “Annie, I don't
like how or the way Maurice walkse" I said, "Let us thank God that
he walks at alle" It was a miracle he was quite all right in about
two weekse We liked to tease him about his pink eye. My little
Maurice grew up to be a fine, handsome man, God bless him and give
him & long and happy life. While I lived on the Bluff, I helped in
the delivery of two babies, one was my niece who had a very normal
birth without any trouble., Today he is a big, fine men, The other
was my niece's sister-in-law., This young woman hed a mother, &
married sister and three other sisters - still her husband wanted

me to be theres I came end found the room all upsete The patient
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had her head tied up and the threes girls were hysterical with
laughters I looked at them and said, "What is the joke? Why are
you laughing? Get ?ut of here." I was so cross that I was rude.
"Where is Nate?" "He went for the doctor and the nurse", Beckie
said. "Well, first teke off that cloth from your head. Here is
water. Wesh your face and hands, comb your hair, put it up, try
to control yourself and be a good girl. All will be well." She
was not very sicks I could see that but the girls had her all
upset. I then fixed her beds She was not going to any hospital.
I arranged her room. I made her as comfortable as I could, then
the doctor came., In & few hours she was delivered of a nice, little
boy. It was then that I was given a lesson of how to take care of
a baby's eyes. The young mother got along very wells She lived
to have another boyes She had a very'nice husband, She had every-
thing to live for but she died at & very young age. Only this week
I heard that her youngest son is to be married, the oldest boy also
is married and doing very well. What a pity thet a mother did not
have the Jjoy of seeing all this.

I lived in this house on Bluff Street for nine years. I made
friends of all my non-Jewish neighborss When I first moved there
I found that there never was & Jewish family living in that block
so they did not welcome me with my family of boys. My German
neighbor had two old maid daughters. They took a fit about a Jewish
femily living next door to them but they did not take a fit when
they had on the other side of them a good shop-lifter. I heard
all aboub this women Who was found guilty. She was ceught stealing.
She had hundreds oféartioles from every store downtown. Her husband
said he kneW‘nothiné of this. She was convicted and sent to prison

for two years. I did not believe him. I did not think it possible
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that e women would take into her house thousands of dollars of goods
and he not know ite I think he was a German skunk, He let his

wife take the rep f’f)r him. While she was in Jail, he married an-
other women, even before he got & divorce. Well, it seemed at

first that these German women would rather a thief and a rogue than

& good Jewish family live beside thems I let them alone. I minded
my own business. Then it came to my mind that every house in that
block had a spite fence. My, I did not like that so one day I

spoke to my German neighbor, "Mrs., Wolf, why should you and I be
separated by an ugly spite fence. I am going to take mine down.

‘The good qu gives us everything free = the beautiful sunshine, the
cool, fresh air, all free without any charge. Let us ses how nice
this place will be with these fences dowm." "Well, you ;an ‘take
yours down, I will think ebout mine." So the next day, my fence wus
down for I like to do things right off. Well, the next day Mrs. Wolf
came to her door. She called to me, "Why, Mrs. Davis, I can see the
Himmel«" I said, "Yes, of course, you can see the Heaven, so you do
the same and see how nice it will be." The poor benighted people
could not see how beautiful that Bluff could be « The next day she
had her fence down and in a very short time, every fence on that
street was down. We became very good friends. Meny quarrels I made
up between the two sisters and much comfort to the old mother for
they would come to me separately and tell me their troubles. It
became so that they would come to me and my husband with all their
difficulties. They., deérly loved my husband and my children became
their pets. Miss Tillie really should have been a wife and mother,
She played in their games, she played ball, she played cat and dog,
she should have had children. Niss Millie was a real old maid. Well,
their old ﬁother died, then they ceme to me, even though I had already




Page Forty

moved eway. They told me they sold their old home. Did I think it
we.s right? I said, "Yes, I think it was very right. What would

you do in that great big house of twelve rooms? Of course, you did
right." We then had tea. "I knew we would get comfort from you, Mrs.
Davis." And so they would come to me to spend an afternoon with me
and be'oomforted. Then Miss Millie died very peacefully and then
Miss Tillie passed away, her restless soul at last at rests I was
alweys very sorry for them. They were good neighbors. They had all
the requirements to be useful members of society. They had lots of
money, but they did not have the hearts nor the hands to do anything
for others so they lived for self and they died for self without love
or Jjoye Wéll, I lived in +that house for nine years. I was a very
busy women, I came there with seven children and I moveé out of
there with ten children. I really never knew thet I did the work

of three women, I took care of my children. I did my own cooking
andlbaking. I did a great deal of sewing. I made all my owm layettes.
I made very fine little dresses for my beby boys. My husbend always
welcomed every beby es though it was the first., I did my charity
work. I attended to my Hospital Aid work, I helped with our Shule.
I did everything that came to my hands to do. My children were grow-
ing up so I made parties for them. I often wonder how I managed it
8ll., I had only ome girl at thet time so I made parties for my boys.
I was always careful of the children's appearance. My husband always
wanted the childrents pictures taken from tiﬁe to time so I had all
their pictures teken at one time by a very fine photographers I

have some of their water color pictures even to this day. It was a
big job taking them down in relays but I loved thems I worked in my
gerden, I always had a garden. I even influenced my neighbors to

meke gardenss When I moved in my present home, there were not any
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flowers on the whole streete I made my garden. I worked there when
I could, so that 1ittle by little, the whole neighborhood had beautiful
gardense |

I seemed to do so much that one of my younger friends came to
see mes .In the course of conrersationdﬁe expressed her doubt thet
I was not a good housekeeper. Well, I burned up. I took my friend
by the hand. "Come with me and I will show you whether I am a good
housekeeper or nots" I merched her upstairse I showed her my bed-
rooms. I opened up my cupboardse I opened up my bedss I took her
to my cellar, to my laundry, my parlor and library, beautiful and
well-stocked with bookss I had e very large dining room and fine
kitchens I showed her my garden. "Now go and tell my friends and
your friends what you saw here &nd tell them that I have time for my
husband, my chiidren, and my friends. The only thing I have no time
for is pleying cards or to sit and gossip", which brings me to &
little storye.

One day I had something to attend to for the Hospitals After
lunch I dressed and went to attend to my worke. In going to a street
car I had to pass some of my friendse I hed a number of friends liv-
ing in the same Bluff Street. So, Mrs., Diamondstone called over to
mee "Well, I see you are going out already." I said, "Yes, I am
going out.". About two hours later, I was coming backe. I had to
pass her house again. This seme woman called to me again, "Oi, you
are coming back now." I stopped, "Look,"I said, "I went oute I
attended to my hospital worke I did some good, I assure you. What
did you do? You sat hererocking and gossiping about ﬁe and others.
You commented on all who passed. You are-not dressed as you should
be in the afternoon. My dinner is done, 1 agsure you, but have you
your dinner prepared? So you better go in, fix your hair, and then

prepare your dinner end don't telk ebout me and others." I left her
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I left her literally with her mouth opene A few years later I met

her et a reception, She said, "Sey, Annie, that was some going-over
you gave me that time." I had completely forgotten the incident but
she remembereds I hope it did some good but I fearvnot. Mr. Diemond-
stone was a friend of ours, He wag a brilliant man, well-reéd, a

keen mind, but somehow not successful in worldly goods. His family
end my family were friends for many years. His wife was not a great
help to him, either mentally, otherwise how could she be. Well, after
living there for nine years, I found it was very hard to get anywhere
from where I lived for in ome direction we had.to walk up one hundred
steps to get up to the Bluff, and in the other direction, we had to
walk about seven blocks to get to a streétoar. This was before auto-
mobiles so I commenced to look around for another home. When I did 80,
I wes surprised to see how meny of my friends had moved away to East
End or to Squirrel Hill,

I bad e beautiful compliment given me by an old lady, a Mrs,
Levenson, "Mrs. Devis, you have e derling daughter." I said, "Yes, I
have, but whet did she do?" "Well, you ses, every time she meets me ¢ ome
ing up these terrible steps, she takes my bundles from me and carries
them to the top of the hill., She is the only one that does this lovely
things" My deughter Freda, of Blessed mamory,‘was a great help to me
and e great comfort during her dear 1lifetime. Such & short life but
such a beautiful onee I had always hoped end thought that she would
take my plece and be a mother tq my children. I had never hoped to 1ivé
to seventy—six'years though I used to think I was a strong women. 8till
I did get very sick many timese When I wes sick she was such & tender
nurse to me, When the children were siclk she was such & great help to
mee She was a dear daughter. I had her for thirty-three years, then God
took her unto himself. It was my daughter Freda that helped me to find

i s
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my other beautiful home but before I must tell how I got so dread-
fully i1l. I ettribube this illness to these one hundred steps. The
story runs like this. Ome day I met a cousin of mine, Mré. Dora

. Levenson. We stopped to greet each other, then she said, "You know,
Ammie, Max is Very poore He and his family are really suffering
hungers" "Oh, that is dreadful, we must do something for him.," "I
thought so too, so I thought I would buy & gold watch and we could
make a raffle at ten cents a chance", she saide "No, that is not a
good plan," I said. "We must not go to any outsider to ask for help
for our cousin." "Well, you are smart, what would you do?" "I tell
you what, I will start the lisgt with ten dollars. We have a number

of cousins. We could go to them and if each one gives us five or ten
dollars, we could make up a sum of money and start him in a little
grocery store for which he is fitted as she really told me.," "Yes,
you are right, so I will give five dollars. My sons will give five
doilars.“ I said, "I know my sister Rachel will give five." So right
there and them we started and in an hour we had ebout thirty-five dol-
lers. The next day we made up the rest so we had one hundred dollars.
"Now you have to hunt up the store," I said, "but you keep the money."
So we parted that night after Yom Tov she would get the store. I de-
posited the money in the bank on Fifth Avenuse. In & few days it wes
Rosh Hashomahe I again met Dora in Shule. She turned to me and said,
¥You know, Annie, Max had nothing for Yom Yove" "My goodness, why did
you not give him some money., You know we have_oﬁe hundred dollars for
hime You should have given him some money for Yom f%ov." "But this
money is for & store. He will take money for a store but not just to
eats" I felt very bade Here I was all dressed up in a new outfit en-

Joying the beautiful singing of the Chazan and & cousin of mine and




Page Forty-Four

his little family were in wante I felt very bad so I said, "Right

after Yom Tov I will give you'the money for you to give to him., He
would not like to get this frem me. If you will need more money, we

can gel some mores" So the day after Yom Tov I hurried. I helped the
maid straighten up the house. I put away the children's good clothes.

I arranged for my dimnner. I watched the clook that I should not be

too late for the Bank. I got dressed. I hurried down these hundred
stairs. I got into the bank just before closing time. I got the

money end just then I got very sicke I could not see. There were &
number who spoke to me but I was too sick to answer. All the time I
we.s wondering what to doe I kmew I needed a doctor but there I was

on Fifth Avenue, a street busy with men., dJust then I remembered that
Dora lived right across the street so I started for her-hbuse. I just
landed in her kitchen when I collepseds I commenced to floode I bled
so much all over their kitchen floor they laid me down on & couche They
wented to give me Brandy. I said, "No, send for the doctor, send for
my sister, send for 8 carriage to take me home and give me a drink of
lemon juices" The carriage csme in short order. My cousin came with me.
I gave her the money for Max so in case I died she would have the moneye
I found the doctor in my home. He attended me at once. After he msde
me comfortable end safe,AI said, "Thank you doctor for coming so quick."
"I em thenkful also. If I had been a little late, you would not have
been here to tell the tale." I was ill for weeks. But Max got his
stores He still hes ite The store bought with the money that I nearly
lost my life getting to hims It is now forty-five years ago that I got
this money for him, Strange to say, I have never seen him though we
are friends from a distence. Once in awhile, I get & kind greeting
from him. Just lately I met e brother-in-lew of his. He +told me all
ebout the femilys They live across the river on the Hill. Maybe that
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is why I do not see thems I am often asked, "Mrs.,, how do you manage
your family? Do they ever get sicki?" "Of course, they get sick just
es any other family of children."

I well remember the time my son, Isansc,took sick with what seemed
& little colde He was then in high school so he did not want +o go to
bed until the weekends I had him in beds I had the doctor to look
after hime The doctor said, "If he stays in bed until Monday, he will
be all right", so he stayed in bed until Mondeye. He then insisted to -~ - — -
get up and go to schools He said he felt all betters He went to
school four days, then he ceme home sick againe The doctor did not
seem to think that it was anything serious but a day after he developed
poeumonie and wes very ill. While I was teking care of him, my Meurice
took sick, then Albert, who was then the baby. These three children
were very sicke I took complete charge of Itzies My daughter, Freda,
‘took charge of the two other children and every afternoon my sister Ray
camé over to helpe I asked the doctor to please let me have e nurses
He said, "You are doing very well with Isasac, and the other two are too
young to take kindly to a strange nurse. We will get along as is."
Just when Itzie passed his crisis I got up in the morning feeling pretty
well. I attended to my three children, gave them their medicine, sponged
them down, filléd their ice caps, brought them their refreshments. I
made their beds. I had everything ready by the time the doctor cames
The doctor said, "uhe children are getting along very well." But he

looked at me and said, "You look tired." "I am mnot feeling very well

Just nows" M"Well, no doubt you are tired so go to your daughter's room,

lie down for & couple of hourse I will sece you in the afternoon." Well,

the result was I did not get up for about two or three weeks for I also

i
1
i

wos stricken with pneumonia. I was very,very sick. Of course, then

we got & nurse to take care of me. She was a fine woman, & good nurse.
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For days I knew nothinge 411 I did wes sing some silly song that

I had heard years ago. My dear daughter said it was awful to see me,
my eyes either olosed or glessy, singing that songe uthis lasted for
five dayse. In the meantime I could not retain anything but & bit of
ice and then they got me some chempeagnes It seemed thet I could not
retain anything else. I was so sick for in eddition I was with child.
the doctor feared a misoarriage so he had me part way in ice and my
ohest and back in a warm jacket. Thenm I started to ask for my sick
babiess My dear husband, end the nurée were afraid to bring them to
me but one day as I was go uneasy, the nurse brought each ons to

the door of my room. I did not see my big boy for ebout three wesks
though we were on the seme floor of the house. Well, Itzie got well
first of all, Then I got better but I was very weak, but the 1little
ones did not do so welle At last my Albert, who was then the baby,
got better and was well enough to get dressed but Meurice still had

a ?emperature so I could not dress him, He oryed so harde. He wented
to be dressed. ihe nurse did not know what to do. So I said,"Yes
nurse, we will dress Maurice aiso.“ She looked at me as though I

had lost my mind again, But I knew what I weg doing. The child was
very sicke He wes so weak he oould hardly ery, so I thought I must
do something to quiet hime We dressed him in fresh pajemas. I put
his stockings one I got his little felt slippers. I put a warm bath-
robe on him, then while I held him in my arms, I had the nurse make
up his bed completely with bedspread. By that time, he was tired so
wes willing to lie on the beds I covered him up with covers. He was
content but sick and very hungry. He always wented six dishes. fThe
nurse did not understand how she could bring him six dishes, when. .
the doctor only allowed him e Iittle orangeade or lemonade or a little

Junkete She would bring him e little orangeade in one hand and lemon=-
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ade in the other hende iIhat poor 1ittle boy would throw himself
around the bed and ory he wanks six dishes, so.I had to go down-
stairs even though I ocould hardly walk., "I will show you how %o
make six dishes."™ I had her take a tray, put a nice doilie on it,
put a little glass of water, then a little Junket in & fancy dish
with a plate under, then a little milk in & little baby cup, then
orangeade, then a 1ittle lemonade, then & 1little olear jelly. fhen
I put a nepkin end spoons, then I sent the tray up. He would look
et the tray and count one, two, three, four, five, six, then he
would give e sigh of contentment and take a little drink for he was
not eble to teke more but he was satisfiede It wes then I realiged
what the doctor meant that a little child doss not always thrive
under a nurse's caro. .

In due time my family got better. I wes better though I could
hardly walks One day my dear husband came home very quiets I looked
et’hime I could see somothing was the metters. I looked ageine, I
saw one of his arms hanging down. "What is the matter with your arm,
Barney?" "Oh, nothing, I fell and I must have hurt my arm, so what?t"
So I sent for the doctors fhe doctor examined his arme "It is not
broken but I will bandage it for Mre. Deviss" I was so weak and nervous
that I sterted to crye I felt that hard luck was after mee My husband
took me in his arms. "Now, now, Memie, everything is all rights I am
all right, you are all right, the childfen are all better. Now be
& good girle Don't cry." So 'l started to smile. I felt that was
the end of my trouble. I was very happy. My Allan was coming home
for his first vacation from Harvard, I mede him a steg partye If any-
one wants what big boys can be then make them e stag partye I never
made enother one. %he next year I made & lovely Halloween party for
my dear deughter Freda and her friends. They went downtown in the
Helloween parsdes They had a lovely times Ghen they came home for a

good midnight snacke Ihey danced, they sang, they played the piano.
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the party was a great successs I had the table beautifully arranged.
It looked lovelye. The next yeer I made a lovely party for ny son
Itzie, His friends were not so nice. After I had everything so
beautifully arranged, they fell on that table like & swerm of locusts
and in less than no time the dining room table was & messe I was so
annoyed with them that I never forgave thems I was alwmys doing
something for my family, for my friends, for my organizations.> I

mgde & beautiful reception for the Zionist Organization.: Mr. Jacob

De Hass was the honored guest. There must have been about 150 people
that evening. Mr. De Hass wag & fine speaker and a very ardent
Zionist, He was young. fThen the cause was young. We had to do

great things to arouse the people. I never could have done all these
things if I did not have the cooperation of my husband and childrens
In that home on the Bluff, three of our children were borne. My huge
band always wented to celebrate the Brith Mellia with a fine dinner.
Qné'oi‘my'bOys is nemed after my doctors I was very ill so after all
wes over he wanted the baby named after him. My name is & perfectly
good Biblical name. What is your Hebrew nome, doctor? Aron he gaid
but in English he was called Albert. So he came to that dinmer %o gee
that we named the baby after hime My family told me afterward that
the dinner was fines The doctor stood up to toast the mother and the
childe He did say then that much as he edmires Davie and his family
of boys that they were the nicest children he ceme across, but I never
went Mrs. Devis to have another child, that it might cost her her life.
My Albert is a hendsome men, bright, fine, I will tell ebout him later
one Ihe last entertaining I did in my home on Bluff Street cams about
in a strange waye. My dear husbsnd had a sister living in Oklahome

whom he had not seen for more than thirty years. One day he received

e letter from this sister asking if be were not her brother. She had
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found hie name in the Jewish Encyclopedia and ehe thought he might be

her brother who had left her in the old country so many years @go.

They corresponded and found thet this Women was his eister. My dear
huebend went to see her in her hows in Oklahoue. There she asked him
to invite her deughter Isabella to visit us. Had I known what s lemon
she was, 1 would have left her out weat. But a8 my husband asked me
to invite his eister's daughter, I could do no less. Well she came
end stayed et my house thirteen weeks. I never met such @ girl. She

Just set there to be entertained. My dear deughter Freda invited enother

girl from Cleveland, Ohio, and ehe stayed about four wWeeks.. I helped

my daughter all I could to entertsin these two girls. She had meny
friends = both girle and young men - 8o she invited them to help her
entertain her ﬁwo visitore. They did have a very fine time. I think
the first cloud showed in my sky from that time. I will come to thet
later. After they left, I firet realized What & buey and hard thirteen
weeks I put in. I never had euéh & lezy, disagreeable person to deal
With in my home but I went through with it and when they left my home
wes heaven. 8till as I went about my work, I found that & great many
of my friends had moved away. It came to me very forcibly. One day
when I went to call on one of uy dear friends, Mre. J. N. Wolk, Just as
I got off the car I met a gentleman who tipped his het to me and eaid,

"How do you do Mre. Davie". Before I went another ten feet, I met

.another friend and before I entered Mrs. Wollk's home, I must have met

ten or more men and women thet I knew in the city. They'had all moved
to the Bast End. After my vislt, on going home I hed to walk about

eight blocke. In that epace I did not meet & eingle person that I knew,
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I then mede up my mind thet I must move. My dear husband egreed with
.me+. Then begen & hectic time looking for housdés. I had set a me X imum
Price that we ought to pay for our next howe. I was shown homes from
$35,000 to $65,000. I got very cross with one ortwo of the men Who
showed me some of the homes. I had told my 8gent that my limit was
twenty thousand dollars. That was &ll thet I .could afford to pey.

Well one day I got & call from thie men. He had just the house I wanted .
He took me out end showed me & very fine house. I did not think to
88k hom how much it was. This house was on Aiken A venue. I looked
around at the neighborhood and everything looked well to me: Suddenly
I asked him how much do they want for thies house. He esid $35,000.,

I said, "What do you mean by taking me out here to eeé aihouae for

that Buch. You know I can not afford such a price. NoWw you take me
home." He said, “Now that you are here you might see the inside of
the house." "No,'I do not went to see it. I know I will like it

but I can ﬁot-afford it, so take me back home." A bout a year later

I, or rather my daughter Frede, sew an advertisement in the Sunday
paper for a quick sale for twenty=two thousand. She showed me the ad.
I said it could not be but we could easily find out by calling up the
real estate office. It was Monday morning thet I called up the offices
They had & men out tosee me that same afternoon. Sure enough it was the
same héuee I looked at last year. I could see it was a very house, so
this time I went in. I found it in very bad repair. I made arrange-
mente to take my husbend to see it. He alsosavw it was a very fine

house and could be mede into a very fine home. That was on Tuesday and
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on Thursdey we bought the house after secing Mr. Bhanon. I pointed |
Aout to him thet ﬁhe'houee needed a great deal of repairs so Mr.
Shanon.let me have five hundred dollars for repairs just beczuss I

said, "Now listen you two big men, I love thie and I know I cen make

it lovély but if you get mad at each other I will lose my house. _

Now you two come together on the price and let me have the house."

Both men laughed and said all right, you wine. It really was the _

most satisfactory transaction. In the epring of 1909 we bought that
house. I knew then that I had become quite & personage for my husband
sald to me. "Now you can go ahead and fix this place up the Way you
went 1t." 8o I got & couple of firws to tell me what end how to do.

It was interrible repair. Ireally do not know how a nice ferily could
live there in such conditions. At last I mede arrangemente with a
decorating firm by the name of Hd fman. .This firm undertook to do all
the worke We made en entire bathroom. The mester bathroom wes terrible
8o I had all the fixtures taken out, & cupboard taken o ut, ths wooden
floor and mainecoatin& replaced by'fine tile and juat & corner cupboard
put in. Also & fine sink with built in looking gluss with two el ctric
lights and an extra large tub for my husband, because he was & large man.
I bad the partitione teken out of the back sitting room. I héd.a‘bay
*Windgw put in to give us more end equal light, I hed a'blank wall teken
out and a baéutiful arch put in. We really enjoyed thet part of the

house. Then we had all the plumbing fixed, all the electric lights

changed end fixed.Ths woodwork in that house.was grand and the mantles

R

were fine. Then we had all the walls cleaned of the plester and the whole

house was decorated beautifully. We had & besutiful music room, & very
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dignified library, my dining room was old English, my kitchen and
pantry were painted, the center h&11 wes beautifully decoraied, all

the bedrooms were made like new. I did have a little difficulty

With Mr. Barbritre, the menager, but all the workmen were with me and
they did what I ssked them to do. We had all the floors done over

to the grain - beautiful floors inlaid. We do not have such floors

any more. The whole downstairs was muslined first, then painted and
docor&téd. I did heve trouble with Mr. Barbritta. He was an

Italian and wanted everything in heavy colors, but I wanted light, fine
deco-ations. After I hed himt ake down some of the heevy decorat ions
of the music room ceiling, he saw that I knew what I wanted and
instructed his men to give me the colors I wanted. In the end I had

& most bsautiful homs. At lest we cume to the outside. . I wanted &
White paint on the porch and he wanted a dark green. I asked why

I couldn't have white. “Well you see, 'We Qould have to give anextra
cout." "Well give it an extra coat." 8o he made it wvhite. After it
wRS d;ne he loved the whole house. ﬁaper I had & driveway put it. We
built & garege end I had a fountein in my beck garden. I took down the
old fences and made our yards like a parke My neighbors sew how lovely
my house looked so little byrlittle they all used light paint. Of course
| all this iook & great deal of monsy but my husband, who was & very
clever business men, approved of everything I did. He only did not
want, nor did he have the time, to looka fter this kind of work. He let
we attend to everything. After the whole house was done, it really
looked like new. Then I had to look a fter the furnishings. I selected

ruge. Mr. Beck of Joseph Horne's was very much interested. He sent

i
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out enough rugé to lay in a dozen rooms. I only needed three and a'
hall rug. Well, we selected so well that I still have them and they are
Btiil very fine. I bought fine lace curtaine also at Horne's. I

did not buy much furniture e I used the most of what I had_from my -
old houss. After we had settled down, then I errenged to get hangings,
1t pays to buy good goode. The hengings were lovely and I still have
theme I &am using some in my living,room and in my dining room. The
réat I have put away. I think I had said that Iwas & shy and timid
soul, but my work smong the poor end assoclation with hospitals, doctors,
Bisters of Charities and all kinds of people has helped to broeden me.
It hae enlightened me in dealing with my husband end children and

hae taqght me weny things thet I would have missed haed I Just hidden
behind -y Bhyness .

In my other house I had all‘my children, I hed many aggravations.
end I had meny contentions with my dear hmsb&nd es he no doubt had with
me. I am one of those women Who know I am not perfect. I know I had
88 many feults as had my husband. The difference wes that I did the
~ahouting and my husband wes tolerent and more‘oaey going, but for all
that we got along very well. We nevarzzhted, We never eald hareh and
cutting words. I never let my hueband go out of the house that I\did£'t
.80 to the door with him. In that other home we had a gfeat deal of
‘happineae, a great deal 6f Joy. Both my husbend end I obeerved our
religion in & beautiful menner. Our obeer&ance of the Sabbath was
beautifully done. We both gave to charity. We gave personal service.

I have written so much &s to what I did in my life but I must sey that

my dear husband always did hie share, not in so meny details, but he did

T
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hie share. Right here I must relete one of the many kindnesses he

did «hen he was still very youn;. We were married only & few years at
the time. A young man of my husbend's friends died very unexpectedly,
He left a young wife and & 1ittle child and no money even for funeral
expensess Bo my husband together with another friend mede a very
quiet collection, starting the list with a considerable sum. They

got enough money to pay all his expenses for funeral, dooctors and houe,
with three hundred dollars for ﬁhe wife and little girl. They gave one
on¢ hundred dollars to the young widow to go to her home in New York.
The other two hundred was left with my husband for the little child.
My husband deposited it in the benk. No one knew of this money but his
friend 8o0l, who had moved to Chicago where he died a few years later.
This money was in my husbend! & possession for more than twenty years.
When my husbend heard that this child wae to be merried, he sent her &
check for about four hundred dollars. It was like gomething from her
dead father, for it really was e if he had sent it. It was gotten in
his neme and save for his child and she got it when she most needed it.
When my dear hueband passes away, we found meny such little bankbooks
Which were in hie safe keepihg. No one knew anything about them. It
had always been my husband's embition to be like &n uncle of his in
the old country. This men had what would be called a free loan trunk.
In thie trunk he would keep the collateral which the poor people would
bring to the amount of three dollars and over. He never charged any
interest to the hundreds of people who came to lend money from him,

for loans of one dollar for shabbos to ten dollarefor other needs.
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Well Pa started out with such embitions but the loans here would slert
with fifty dollaers to hundreds of dollars. It did get very heavy for
him. He had one men who alwaye came for & hundred dollars. My husband
would give him the hundred dollars end in due time he would pay back,
but his very paying back cost us meny tiousande of dollars, a logs of
two years business and = great deal of aggravation. At another ﬁime

he lost $1500.00 by & man to whom he vwas most kindf It almost ruined
him for it came at & time when we were going through & panic - it wes
in 1892 and 1893. We wers really going through a dreadful time. Pa
had arranged to get fifty dollare a wonth from hie supposed friend,

but he never paid. So one day I thought I would g0 up tot heir house
end have & talk with his wife, whom I hed befriended so much when she
wes sick. I esked her to try to at least pay five dollars a weelk,

She sald she could not do so as she did not heve the money. Just then
thelr mueic teacher came in and right before me she paid the musio
teacher but she had no money to pay a debt thet was given her to keep
her out of jail. I left. I could then understaﬁd why my dear husband
got so bittér for e while. We went through this panic. ‘Then it was
that we n@ved and lived in this really lovely house for nine yeers., 1
really have & very lovely story about my husbend. He loved to éive
money to our shule, The Beth Medush Hagodel. On the High Holidays, he
always bought one of the Mitzvahe, the one where the Holy A rk is opened
end closed & number of times during the Musof Servicee on Yom Kippur.
Then he would present this Mitzvah to some of the old men who could not

afford to buy this for themselves. He did this for wany yeers, in fect

until we moved away from thet neighborhood. At nother time he wented to

td
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buy Mefter Jonsh also on Yonm Kippur afternoon. His men friends ganged
up on him so they raised the bids to eight hundred shillings, which
meant about one hundred dollars. He did not care. He Would have given
more for he was used to reading this Mafter Jonah year after year.

After Shule wae over, they all got around me. What do you think, your
Barney blew himself today, did yousee him? I said, "Yes, I eaw him

and I heard him. I hope we all live until next year and my Barney
should do 80 again." The men looked at me. We thought you would

be ready to scold h;m. We allteased him and told him that you would.
‘No, I would not swld my husﬁand for giving money to our Shule."

We all laughed together and went home very heppy. Oh, I could tell

meny lovely things that myvhusband used to dos He had an o0ld man
comeftoihim for twenty-five dollars. I somehow did not like the old

man but I never interferred so I would give him & 1ittle book and every
time he would bring me a dollar I would mark it do¥n in this book. This
went on for years. One day I got real woes with this old wan. He came
real early in the moerning. I did not want.to Wake my husband up so early
but he came downstairs and, of course, he gave the 0ld men the twenty-five
collars. After the men lefé, I said, "I bet that old men banks this
money thet you gave him and then he co&as here every week and I ha;e to
bother with hims" My hueband looked at mey, "Woll, if thet is the only
way he can seve & little money, wny not help hime" I then felt that

my husbend knew all the time that was whet he did. I really started to
write about what I had lived throughe I am now seventy-six yeare old.

I do not know how long I will live. I have been told meny timee that

I should put down in Writing some of the stories I had lived through.
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So just ltely Isterted. I hope I will be able to write down many
.events in my life. My life has been & most eventful one. I have been
rich in much happiness. I had great, great sorrows. I have been very,
very ill. I have done big work. How I ever 1lived through all the
things that happened to we, only the great God Almighty knows, I do not
know. My heart breake and my mind turns when I think end try to
0l wrend’
remember. I will Come back to the time whenwe bought our third home.
We s0ld our first home in order to buy our second home and we sold our
second howme in order to buy our third one. Thie was the very beautiful
home on Alken Avenue near Center Avgnue. We moved in afte; I had the
house renovated,and made very beautiful with fine decorationsf I bought
my Oriental rugs from a Mr. Beck at Joseph Horne's - three beautiful
rugs and a very fine hall rug. They were so fine and good that I still
use them in tnis my fourth home. From m& carpets that I had on Bluff
Street, I had made ruge. These carpets were so grand that I still
have one and it is still very beautiful, though it is more than forty
~ years old. I heve one set of dishes for & table of twelve that are
fifty-eight yeers old - very fine Lemoge chihe. I tell my friends and
family thaet when I serve dinner in these dishes that I em®ally honoring
them. I still have my first set of eilver, a very fine old pettern, I
love them but they are so lerge thet I bave had them at parties more
than I have used them at home. Well, I can not tell all tnat I heve done
in the nine years that we lived on the Bluff. But this I dorknow, we
axpanded, We grew better and Ligger from a very modest young couple to

& very substantial femily. My husbend's bueiness grew and we wre getting

along very Well. I amthankful to God that I can say that our chagities
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grew also. My family aleo grew so that at last we bought our beautifyl
howe on Aiken Avenue. After having all the alterations mede and efter
having all the decorations ﬁiniehad, we moved into our beautiful home

in April, 1909; I then bouéht very fine rose point curteins end very
fine hangings. I was very happy. I loved every nook and corner of

that houee. Then was the first cloud over my horizon. My dear

daughter Freda by that time had a number of suitors, all very eligible
men, but one wae more persistent. My dear husband did not like him.
Idid try ina very gentle way to talk her out of the thought of him.

She was such a darling girl. She was Worthy of the best inliife, just

to tell how good she wes. When 8he gradusted high school she wanted to
go to College. My son Allan was at Harvard so, of course, the thought
was that she would go to Welleley. When we talked ebout it I felt so bad,
I said, "I don't know what 1 shall do when you go wWay." She kissed me
and eaid; "I won!t g0 8way Tfrom youy I will start right here at the
Pittsburghfcollege for Women." I often wonder if her dear life would
have been prolon:ed had she géne away. My dear darl ing daughtéf-Freda
did not live a long life. But she lived such a beautifﬁl life, she

was just like & queen, 'Well we went to the Pittsburgh College for Women.
I made all arrangements end my daughter sterted college. When she came
home she said, "Why meme, they are only just beginning where I had already
finished. You know in some of the studies I am two years ahead. LI
went to the Dean and asked her to advance Freda to the higher class.

The Dean said it was true that Freda wes far advanced for their Freshman
Clese. I said, "Well you might give her credit for her advanced wopl,"

"But you see, Mrs. Davis, our Freshmn Class is 80 small this year, I can
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not do thate" "It ie too bad but I can not make my daughter unheppy
for more thag ahyear Just to enlarge your Freshman Cless." I came

home and we t alked the matter over with father. We decided that as
Freda wae very much interested in musié, she could tske her musical
education dt the colleges P. Co Wo really had a very fine muscial
department. I spoke to her music teacher, Professor Gittinge. He

wes the head of the PeCofs musical department. He thought that was
just what she ought to do, so she started her meical w ork in earnsst.
There she advanced eowell thet they presented her with a gold medal.
She aleo started her singing end in due time became & very fine singer.
And this dear girl was rushed by the men that she finelly merried.

He was very persistent. BShe liked him and he promised her everything.
I must sey thet he did treat her like the queen that she was. We
announced her engagement thet summer and she was merried on Sept. 6.

I made her a most beautiful wedding. I had wanted to have the weddiﬂg
at the:Schenley Hotel, but et that fime hey had no facilities for

& kosher wedding, eo I had a Marque mede out in my gardenand had if
ell covered with olimbing roses with & center square filled with flowers.
The talbee were most beautiful. It wee done by the Schenley Catering Co.
The bride was so beautiful it was breath taking. The ceremony was
performed in our music room and everything wasgrand. I did not know it
then but the man she married wae not wo rthy of sueh e fine good girl.
They went to Europe on their honeymoon. At firet Ireceived lovely
letters from my dear daughter. Leter her husbend wrote that ny dear

one was ill. Here I was thousands of miles away from her and my dear
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deughter was ill. I did not knowwhat I should doe They were then in
the city of Vienna where there were the'best doctors who could and did
take csre of her. In the next letter I received word that she wes better
and shortly Ir eceived a letter in her own handwriting, which made me
very happy. My dear one wae away for a whole year. Her husband mede
the honeymoon & pretence for going to Europe but in reality he went
there to take a‘special course in nose and throat work. Well that

year was sort of uneventful. I looked after my femily end I did wy

hospital aid work. Iwas still president. I worked for the Montefiore
Hospital and Iwas busy with my cherity work. I had one case that was
& very hard case. This was a youﬁg f&mily. The wife was a beautiful
Woman with lovely brown eyses and most gorgeous hair. BShe was the
Christy type. "Her:husband wae a nice looking big man. They had

about éhrae children. Ireceived word that a young Woman wese.wandering
around the streets. 8he did not know>where she lived so the police
wanted to send her to Mershelsea, which is now called Mayview. I had

& doctor go to see her. This doctor knew her and he also knew what

Wes wrong with her. She had just given birth ﬁo & baby. While she was
in the hospital she was quite all right, but when she came home her
home was B0 poverty stricken, she had no one to look after her and ehe

had no nourishment. Her husband used to go away in the morning and

‘did not come back until night and then he used to réag her unmercifully, i

80 that in her weakened condition she lost her mind. A fter we found
her I had her taken care §f. 1 sent her milk, butter, ¢ggs and other
food, both for her and her family. She got better. After thet I
found that ehe left herhusband end went to Boston where she had her

family. Bhe took the beby but left the boys. Of course, being a nen,
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her husband could not take care of the children, 8o the United Jewish
Relief put the children away somewhere. This lasted for some time
until at last her husband went to Boston and brought her back to
Pitteburgh with them. Time passed. I.do not know how they lived
until I wee called ona gain to take care of this poor Women. 8he was
to be confined bur for some reason of her o wn, she did not went to go
to the hoppital. Bhe was delivered at home of twins = two lovely little
girls. I wish I had the gift and the power to desoribe the condition
of that home, of that poor Woman and those dear little girls. I took
my nice fur coat off and I clesned up the best I could. I épened up
the eink &s it was stuffed. I mde her comfortable and by that t ime it
wes nine o'clock. I asked her Where her husband wes and she did not
know. " He told her he had to etand with é push cart - that was how he
we.s meking ﬁis livings The dirty lazy loafer, to me he was the most
contoéptible person 1 ever met. He was so big'and strong and yet he
stood here on the corner of Logan 8treet and Fifth Avenue for years and
years. Well our Family Welfare Society sent her to her people in Boston.
They sent the boys to ﬁome:eform school and the husband end father was
relieved of all responsibility. This went on for years. I could not

- do anything &8 that was not my branch of chaerity work. One day about

. twenty~five years later, I; ent to see about another case. After I was
through I saw a womn hovering around me. I stopped and asked her if
she wanted to speak to me. Bhe said, " Yes, I ses you do not know me, do
you Mrs.« Davisl" I looked at her mcre-cloaeely. "You are Mrs. Neumen
are you not?" ;Yee, my dear Mrs. Davis, I am thﬂthunfo rtunete women

thet youwere so kind to when I had my little girle. Oh, how are they?
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Thank God they sre all right. Gpd took them to himeelf end I thank God
every day." I then asked her ebout her other children. She told me
that two oi’ her sons were bad. They learned how to be bed when they
wereplaced in the Reform School. Now they are out=-of-towne The third
boy is good. He tekes ocare of her. Her huébarid and ehe never divorced
but they have not lived together for years and years. I have again
lost track of her. B8he no doubt went to Boston again but what & wreck

that once beautiful women was and what & wrétched life she hade I hope

God is good to her now. Ly o ;/. 0{4{‘ “‘j*
Well, after the year was over, I received word thet they were on
their way home. I could not wait so I went to New York to meet my
dear one. 8he was so good to me. God Bless her memory for the love, the
joy end comfort thet she gave me and to every one that knew her. Her
life was & sweet one but & short one. Why, oh why was it .God'e will
that my dear daughter had to go so young and I who had lived énd_ suffered
shoulld be left to mourn my dear one. W ith the marriege of my dear
daughter, I thought that now I would have great joy, and we did have
great joye My eon Allan hed already graduated from Hervard. I went to
his graduation with my daughter. It wes & wonderful event. They
certainly knew how to arrange the effairs. First, of course, wge the
graduating exercises held in the Chapel with all the dignetaries who
‘bad different degrees conferred on them. Then the claes, they looked
quite subdued. Dr. Charles Elliot wes really a great men. When he
spoke, ond knew thaf. & great man wae speaking. The whole affair was ’

very impauing. After that wes the outdoor affairs.” The march to the

Stadium the 8nake Dance, the ;difforént receptions in the fellows' roome
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then the reception and the dance of the faculty and their wives and

last but not least the grand ball, which was arranged months before.

My Allen had & very lovely reception in his roome The elite of Boston
soclety were there with their daughters. Allen was a very handsome

and brilliant young man. He had weny friends &nd they ell came to

with him well, aleo to meet me andFreda. After our reception we made
the rounds of the other receptions. I met the boye of the Gold Coast,
a8 their place was called, and I met one of Allan's friends with his
wother and father., His father was of the Kunn Leob Compeny of New York.
We became very friendly. They were very nice in spite of their great
wealthe I could have become very friendly with them had I or my children
beon self seeking. But you know those sad words of tongue and pen.

The saddest are these it might have been. Before I ame to Boston, it
was arranged that I let my cousin, Max Frank, know when I would be in
Oambridge so that he could arrange his daughter's wedding the week
after Allan's gradustion, as they also wanted to take part in all the
grand affaire. After that we would have time for the wedding festivities.
The wedding was to take place in a Hall in Bostony,« Everytning was
ready, the guests were theep, the Rebbi was there and then something
happened. The Bridal Party did not show up so Iwent back to the Parlor
where the bride was. There I found them ell in tears. I was scared.
What is the matter? This wae what had heppened. The bride to be

. was the adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank, who really were the
girl's sunt end uncle. They hed taken her When her own father died

®ad to help her mother who wes very young and very poor. Max had

no children so they thought this e very good arrangement. Time went

R B i e i e
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on &wd the child's mother married. She prospered and she haa other
children so she did not mise her little girl until this first one was
about fourteen years old. Then the real mother insisted that this
girl should be-told of the circumstences. In fact she wanted this told
to the child two years earlier, but I edvised to weit until the ¢hild
was older. At the age of fourteen, the father-uncle told the whole
mztter to his young adopted daughter. 8he seid, "I only have one mother
and father and they are you. I love and honor yoﬁ and mother and A unt
Lizzie, but I do not love Aunt Rachel, Who was her real mother." That was
the way the metter stood until the day of the wedding. Then the real
‘mother insisted thet she march with her daught@r to the wedding camopy.
The bride B&id,‘"l know no other mother but my mother Beckie and I will
walk with no other mothere” There they all s tood With all the guests
welting and no bride. I séid "Youare all wrong. The style is that the
bride walks with her father. fhe bride's mother walks with her brother
and the real mother should walk with her husband. It was so arranged in

a jiffy. 1t wee a very fine wedding with a lovely dinner and dancing.

Many years after my cousin Max died and his wife died. The reel mother

came to see me and she brought her dsughter with her and also her grand-

daughter. It was & surprise visit, a very pleasant Burprise, espacially
80 since they told me that it was only through my tactful arrange:znt
thet a great deal of unhappiness was averted.

When my son Allan wae a senlor at Harvard, my other son Isamc was
ready to go to College, eo no other college would do but Harv&rd; 80

he also went to Harverd. I had two very frightful scares during thet
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year. One was my son Isaac. He took cold during thet winter end wap
again stricken with preumonias I thanked God that Allan was there to
look after him. He got better and then Allan took him eway for a few
Weeks for convelescing. He got all better and went back to his studies
&nd.was getting along very well. He finished his college course.
Isaac waes not the brillaint echolar that Allan weee It took hip the
full four years where Allan made his in three. I know thet Itzie, as we
called him, washampered by three or four boye who alwaye hovered around
him like =& loﬂ of flies. I have alweye folt that they hampered him in
his work. He is and slways hae been a kindly end easy going men end
they took edvantage of his good nature. After finishing his college, he
entered Johns Hopkin Medical School in Baltimore. My dear husband and I
saw himestablished there in his medical work for thet was what he wanted,
He wanted to be & doctor. At the same time my daughter Freda was
studying misic at the Pittsburgh College for Womens. The other children
Were at echool. My David was at High echool and then he entered the
university of Pittsburgh. My son Max was at High echool and the other
'childreniwere at public school. They were all etudying Hebrew, music and
dancing. My good husband provided for all these expenses, When my deapr
husband died, I counted out that we paid fo r Hebrew lessons aithé; to
private teachers oy to Hebrew Schools for more than twenty-five years,

and when he died I continued for many years more because’ we believed
in Hebrew education, in all kinde of education.

Here I have to g0 back to my son Itzie's Bar Mitzvah. He was very

Well prepared in Hebrew. Al] was Well until Imad hig English speech




Page sixty-five

which his teacher prepared for him. His teacher, Mr. Morris Rubin,
made 8 most literal translation of the days portion in which & very
harsh expression wae used. I seid "Mr. Rubin, can't we turn this
sentence around and sa y 'Blessed be the children who ere mindful of
the honor of their father and mother' instead of the terrible sertence
that you have written here?" “If yox;l do not like my speech, which I
prepared for your son, then-heﬂwill have to do without, for I will not
write another." “Oh well, then my son Allan will write & speech
befitting a nice };oy without eany ugly expressions.® There were no
offensive words in it and my Itzie conducted himseif in & most commend-
able manner. In this connection, I must refer beck to my oldest son's
Bar Mitzvah which was held in the Beth Hamedush Hegodal and was the
first public Bar Mitzvah ever held there. My husband was so happy to
have thi:a Bar Mitzvah for my Allan was a fine Hebrew scholar. He sent
for his father to share in our joy. We had a most beautif‘ul Bar Mitzvah.
He was a brilliant boy end he grew up to be & brilliant mRn, very
telented and handsoue, something & mother would went. But I lost him
at a very early age. I will write about him later. Grandfather Davis
hed the joy of his life. It was the first time that he vieited us. We
hed a fine dinner. I had all my friends rejoice with me. In ’hhoae days
e friend was a friend. It wae much better than it ie today. Now if I
want to call on any one of my friends, I must call up to see if I may
come or would I be interfering with your card game or do not éoma today,
Come some other day, until there is bardly any friendship left. 8till
I cantruly say that I nave reteined my friendehips for many years. I

had & perty given me by eome of my friends about eixteen years @go, on the
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eve of my going on a trip to Eurgpe. It was lovely. One after snother
8tood up to toast me on our friendship. One was of fifteen years standing,
another etood up to our twenty~-five years, another to our thirty years,
thirty-five years and another dear friend stood up and eaid, "Go on, I
know Annjelee for more than forty years, since she Was a littie girl."

1 had the joy of hearing her 88y to me, "You know Annielee. W ho is
Mree Da vie? I know Annielees, to me you deserve to be Mrs. Davis

for it was you who opened up my brain, my loving Annielee." I loved
those expressions and now sixteen years later I stil} have some of

those dear o0ld friends, though meny, mény have gone to the é}eat beyond.
My very oldest friend that I havg cherished since ¢hildhood, I juet lost
this past year. Oure was s friendshiﬁ of sixty-four years and she

waes & dear eoul.‘ 8he also had gone through great trails. Many people
have told me thet I have opened up their brains. I think it was because
of & great deal of patience: that I have with P eople and possibly it

is because I have the knack of teaching. I have years back told & man
thet he should move his private office from e back dark, damp place to
;thp frﬁnt of the bueiness place. At firet he could not s;o how he could
move hie desk from where it was. I took him by the hend and showed him
if he would meke hie offige right in the front, he would have light and
gir and be able to see his customers. After he moved his office, he
gaid to me, "I can't see how dumb I was all these yearse." Another man,
& big businnéa men, who wes very friendly with me, took me to his
mprivate office to talk some matters of obarity over with him. After

We Were througn, I looked around his office. It wae way back of the

store and poorly furnished, no light or air. 8o, I said to him, "you
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know Mr . Leghman, I don't like your otfice. I don't like where it is. TYou
should have & fine office Where it is sunny and br:i.ght and airy.* He
leughed &t me. I said, "Don't laugh, you know you are much nioro*in your
office than you are in youz' homo and you should have every comfort.* Well
1 went home and forgot &ll about my telk with him for some monthe . “'Thcn
I went to see him again and he met me at the door. "Come on, I want to
show you sonlmthing." He took me up in theelevator to the second floor. We
walked & little way“thon he opened up a door. Now, howl do you like this
office? I wae flabbergaeted. I was ushered into the most luxurious office
I ever saw. It was beautifully decorated and it was furnished with a fine
bit flat top deek and char in one/ corner of the room and the rest of the
room w%, furnished with fine easy chm.ra, & rich Oriental rug on the floor .
with 2iasa ¥indows and fine hangings. It wfm & room that a men could be at
ease for & few minutes or Whenever he would be able to uu. his office.
Thet suite me fine. This is the kind of an office you should have. Well I
heve it now. Bit down and tell me what ydu want. I told him I wanted
some money for my Babies Home and some money for my poor. He gave me one
" hundred dollars for the poor and & membereship to the Babies' Home for
fifty dollars a year providing I would not bother him with tichets, I
promised 8o he was & member of the Home for a great meany years at fifty
dollars & year. I am very glad that now it seeuse the men have go;xe in
! ?fcr fine privete offices. I saw many very fine rich ones in the last
E.‘t‘.w yours.,

A great meny others have told me I have opened up their brains.

Among them was & Polish girl who lived with me and worked for me for about

five years., When she came to me she was so dumb that my famlly said, Mother
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what are you going to do with such & dumb bunny. First we will let
her thaw out for she was frozen, then we will feed her up &nd then we
will see. The next day she washed. Her ¥ashing waes 8o well done thet
I said if she does nothing else but wash, I am going to keep her. But
mother, how will you talk to her? lcll, if aho does not know English,
1 will lesrn Polish. ' Would you believe it - I learned Boikish. It was
@ grand mixture of Polish, Russimn, 8lavish and Lithuanien. We had
many & laugh on how I said'thingn,. but I swid them. I hed to t each her
how to dress from the skin out. Itaught her how to do other work of
the house. Bhe could wash and irpn, but I had to teach hor'ovcrything
else. _Sho was & big girl or women but she had & gentleness about her
thet was refreshing. When Iwas sick, she woyuld say, "Come on, Missie,
I rubbie you", and true enough she would give me a rub!down with her
big hand and fingers that it seemed %ot ake all the &ches and paine
out of me. I asked her how she knew to do this work 80 Well and she
said, "I hed a 11ttio mother like you. She always sick like you, B0 I
rubbioaher and she feol better." That was so. After five years, when
her brain was op ened ﬁp, she ttqloug\ht she would take a vecation. Then
she got married. One of the other things I teught her was how to save
her money. 8o in addition with her brain, she had money to go home With.

. After her I had snother P olish woman, but the only thing I can say about
her 18 she was most faithful. She was with me only two years but in
that two years she took full charge of my baby Albert. He was her
baby more than mine. It seemed that only when he was deeping tiat she
did not have him in her arms. I really do not know how she did the work

for every times you looked at Mary she had the baby in her arms. Every
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time you lookod at Alb ert, he was in her arms. I do ‘believe that he
filled hcr poor atarvod heart with the love that she would have givon

to her children. When ahe left me it was to go home to her family

of four children thet she had i left in Poland. Oh; I have many ntorion
I could tell about ny meids and other help. I never had any t rouble
with thems I could always call om them to help me out when I needed oxtra
help. I sent her away with meny things thet I thought she could use .
She was very grateful. I never rexlly had any trouble with help. I

had one woman who served me with mids for more than tWenty-five yeare,
80 that when one- mald left we would call her up and she would get me
@nother. I had one colored paid who served for more than B urteen years.
My present maid, & most faithful darling girl, is with ue more than
eleven years. I ap urging ‘her to get merried snd have children for

she is fitted to be & good wife and mother. I know I will lose a good
girl, but she should be married 80 I am doing all I can to help her young
man along. But she says ehe does mot war.zt to get married, Bhe is bappy
here and hae & good home. She has money in the bank whioh I taught her
to save so why should she Worry. Bat ehe does not realize that tiﬁe

1s passing and she is getting older. I would like her to be happlly.
married. I have seen may mnrriagos that were started very modestly turn
our so well. ,

I must tell of one of my cousin's daughtora merrisge. That wes before
my Albert was born. My cousin Lizzie told me all about this wedding and
edrnestly asked me to come to the wedding. We bought this girl a lovely
bedroom suite. It was this gift that made it possible for the girl .to

be married, so I had to go to the wedding, even though I knew I wag ip
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- my las£ days. My dear huabaﬁd looked 8t me. I said, "Dear, if I did
not go to this wedding, they would not understand and they would feel
§ery bad, 8o I got dressed in a nice black silk dress. I used to

Wear & lace scarf with it but thie day when I buttoned the waiet, it
buttoned up to the last one which surprised me very much. My husband
came to the hall end I was feéling fine. After the ceremony we all
sat down to & nice dinner. After the dinner the dancing started.

1 eat down quietly but nothing would do but that I join them in the
dance. I felt good end not wvanting to offend, I joined but I did ﬁot
ptay very long. After a little I ssked my husband to teke ge home.

I badethem goodnight. It was then about twelve ofclock. I went to

bed and slept about three houre. Then I wWakened up and called for the
doctor. He came after & while and said the baby will be born in a

few ho;ré. But inetead after & few hours I was very sick. From Thurs-
day night through Fridey, S8aturdey and all day Sunday, the doctor

hed to give me what he called whiffs of chloroform. He aleo had to

use forcapt. It ‘was the firet time Iwas so dreadfully sick. The baby
was etill born but his heart wae beating so the doctor and the nurse
worked over him for more than two hours until he started togasp and cry.
After I was atterfbd to the doctor left. The baby started to cry. He cried
for more then a day and & half. When we told the doctor how the baby

| cried, he said the baby had every reason to cory from the boating he

got in bringing him to. But he must not ery so much 80 he gave him some
medicine which put the baby to sleep. He slept for about three days.,

We thou ht he would surely starve. We did everything to weke him ﬁp.
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We bathed him. We washed his face and gy%g With cold water. We shook
Him. We dressed and undressed him. We would try to feed him. On the
tﬁird day he opened up his yeé, such beautiful eyes. The peor little
thing got so thin. He looked &round as mach a8 to @sk where I am .

He was so weak that We could not have the Birth Melah that first week.

I also was very sick the first week but after that I got along very well.
On the second week, the doctor surprieced me by saying, "Mrs. Davis, it

1s justtwenty-one yesrs since I had such & troublesome. delivery. With
that other child the folks called him after meé 80 Iweant you to name your
boy after me. You know mine is ﬁ perfectly good Bible name. What is

your name in Hebrew? I know youa s Albert only. My neme in Hebrew i
Aron. We intended to call our baby Hireh. We then called him Aron Hirsh,
or Albert Hirsh Davis. My dear husband was 80 heppy that we both recévered
80 Well. He arranged a very lovely Birth Melah., I was told that they
had everything from soup to nute and for the first time kno#, Dr. A lbert
Blumberg came to the Brith. He also reproved my husbend for not giving
our baby his full neme, Albert Blumberg Davis,'but wy husband explained
Why 8o he was satisfied. At the dinner the doctor stood up to toast the
mother and babyve He said, "Much as I admire the family of Davie, they
are all such fine fellows, éo interested in.one another, still i do not

_ ¥ant Mre. Davis to have snother child for another child would be her
death." Well I recovered very well. My baby, God Bless him, got well
and gr;w up to be & fine men, so handsome. He is a bright and brilliant
boy and men. I will write about him later one My poor Dr. Blumbegg'on

Whom I depended for the health of my children and family, also I
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depended on his help fort he Montefiore Hospitel work, for I am free to
eay that it wee his encouragement and assistence that made the Montefiore
‘Hospital hossibles. Well thie men in the prime of his life wae killed

by & railroad train after he hed been to Braddock with another doctor

in consultation on a case. The train killed him. He had turned to

8&ve his friend so he was hit. He never knew what struck him. !
thought thet now all my work would fall, but it is wonderful, one man
dies and nother takes his place. 8o after poor Dre Blumberg passed away,
ve started our work with three doctors instead of one and our work went
on. As for me, my family and I did mise our friend and docpor for he
wae our frisnd. He was very fond of my hueband. One day when the
doctor was attanding to ona.éf the children, I was teasing my husband.
He would not eat any chops because of & goat that we had for children,
which we thought wes a nennye A occorfing to our Jewieh law, & nenny
must not be harmed, so my mother aold it to a butcher;when my husbend
heard that mother sold the nenny to a butcher, he would not eat any
chops, though he was very fond of chopy, for fear he would get some of
our P et nanny. &o this day I wag teesing him about it and the doctor
looked &t my husband with real affection end eaid, "Well wouldn't you
rather have him that way than have him callous." Yee, I would rather
heve him just @ae he is. frhis same doctor persﬁaded my husband éo take
‘our life insurance. It happened this way. One evening as my husband
was coming home, he met his brother Charlie beatlng his horse. They
had a few Words. My good man was o aggravated that by the time he came
into the house he was very sicke I was ecared. I didhwhat I could then

ran for the doctor. I told the doctor what I did., I asked him to come

gy
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right away and he came &t once. By the time the doctor cems, my husband
was much better. After talking and telling my husband how to take care
of'himsalf, he said, “"Say Davie, do you carry any insurance?® My

husband sabd no. Weli, I don't think that is wise. You see, Davie, you
have & little family. You are out every day and that in itself puts

you in danger. You should protect your family by insurance. He explained
everything so earnestly thet the next day after consulting his cousiﬁ;
Rabbi 1. Davis, and being assured that life insurance would not be agaeinst
the Jewish law, he took out his first policy. It wes a0t a large sum

@8 insurance goes these days, I am happy to sey thet he lived {o be able
to use the money himself. In later years he teok out another poliey with
&nother compeny. Thie was left to me When my dear husband passed away.
It was muach, muc less then people judged. I would rather have been with-
out one cent if I could have saved my dear one all that beppened. All
this happened yesre afler Dre Blumberg died. I have reason to remember
my family doctor kindly for the meny times he came to us just when I
needed him in our various atteocks of illness, for hie great fondness for
my husband, for the good advice he geve ue. After he died we were lost
for a time. But I had o have snother doctor eo I called on Dr. Goodstone
to treat me and my family. I ema great believer in having & doctor in
attendance right in the beginning of an 1llness. I think the old way
eflhaving @ family physicien was Very goods  While living in the home on
Bluff Street, I had twWo more babies. Thank God, though I was very sick
With my youngest boy whom we called Bennett Geiéhon, after his grandfather

¥ho waes & good man, the good God let me have my Bennett for thirty-four
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years, then he took him so suddenly, in Just one~half houre The doctors
had no chence to help him. My dear Bennett hardly knew what etruck hime
Fhen I came to him that night, the doctor would not let me go up to him.
He said, "Bennett is gone". Gone Irepeated. I did not understand, for
just'thatqevening he was in my howe. He looked so grand. I patted his
shoulders. I told him thet he had such fine shoulders. Iwanted him

to stay for dinner for his wife had just left the day before to vi?it
'with her sisters. He said, "No mother, the old men is alone and he is
expecting me so I had better“go homes" A 11 right, some other deye My
Bennett then took off his hat, b ent d8Wn to me and kiesed nw: just ase

he had done hundrede of times. It seems he went ﬁome and hed his
dinner with hie children end his father-in-lew, played around wi@h his
little-boy end his little girl until eight o'clock. Then he got his

car and » ent to the store in McKeesport. He was ther until ebout eleven
o' clocke Then he went home. He hardly got upsteirs when he said, "Help
we undress, I am sick." They put him to bed and eent for the doctor.
The doctor hardly reacﬁed him when he died, 8o that when they phoned to
us and when we came he was gone. I had the joy of him for thirty~-four
years. I also hed theresponeibility of him, the pain of him end the
trials thet & mother hae from fine upstending children, for I was left
3w1th ten fine children when my husband died. I also had his love, honor
and affection. God Blese his memory. After my Bennett wae three years
old, I had my last baby, a little girl. God Bless her and give her

long life. 8he is such & bleesing to me. We hed wanted a 1ittle girl
ell the time. W hen she came to me et last I could herdly believe that
I pad a little.girl. My oldest deughter Freda took the baby in her |

dear arme and said "My dear 11ttls sister, you came too late for me",

-
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for you eee there were twenty-two yeare difference in their agss, but not
withétanding that she is the most dear beloved sister. Thank God she

ie also the most loving and devoted sister and daughter. I can truthfully
say that no mother ever had a finer or better daughter. Just as her
older sister wes. For my oldest d aughter was & most devoted daughter.
Without her help end encouregement I never could have done the great
amount of work thet I did. God bless her dear memory. When the baby
wag about three months old, we bought our beautiful home on Aiken Ave.

1 was then forty-four years oid. i had atteined my full growth. I
absumed all the responeibility of remodeling and decorating our home &s
my husband wanted me to. He could not bother with our contrattor or
fuee with him over colors and design. Nor did he bother about the
furnishings. 1 did the hest 1 could with my own furniture from the old
bome, which I ueed with good teste. I did have to have three new rugs.

1 consulted my dear husbend ebout whet I should buy. You use your

own judgment he told me, for he had great confidence m me. He knew

1 would not over burden him. Ho I hought three veryb eautiful Orientsl
ruge. One for the music room, one for the library and one for the hall.
Theyw ere so good that I am still using them after so many yeers. They
8till look rich end beautiful. My dinlng room was old Englishs I

Just bought & new sideboard sndtable. I had fine chairs and a be&ntiful‘
ghina closet which I &m still using. I did have & very imposing dining
room With its great mehtle, fine windowe snd beautiful decorations. I
hed to sell my dining room suite affer using it for more than twenty years
begause my present dining room is much too smell for the old suite. When
I woved to my present home, I had to buy & much lighter suite. It is &

very lovely room but nol nearly as i{mposing a&s my old rooms In my
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litrary I had open shelves for our booke, I had given my one bookcase
to my son Allens The etﬁor, & very large walnut oase, I gave to the
Sharieh Torah Shule. I had oalled the Reverend Rebbi Bivitz to s sk him
1f he could use & large bookcese for their Beth Hemedush and he said
thet he could as they hed & great number of books. ' I gaked him to
pleasehave one of hie mex got & wagon for it and I would pay for the
bauling. Well the day came but instesd of & \‘mgon three very nice

old men ceme to mee the bookcase. I wanted to temse them so I said,
"Oh, you came tos ee if it wam w:arth while to take this bookcese." I
took them into my library and showed them whet I wanted to pive W y.
They were overcome. Why, we will make a Holy Ark out of this because
it ie very fine and larg§ n_r;o,ugh for what we want. I said if you

will ma ke & Hﬁly Ark, I will pay for any ad justment ;lt would require.
They tc;ok the case and spept about‘fiftean'dollars to make & platforme
When I went to see the finished work, I was 8o plessed thet I told them
to buy & fine reading table also. Well that had to cost & great deal
more 80 the president Qaid, ‘ure. Davie, if that ie too much for you

I will give you & partner. i aald I have & partner, I do not need nor
want another partner. I told them to go ahead and have it done, then
let me know and I would pay. When I came home I said to my husband, "You
know, d ear, this day I made you my partner." "Ig that so,"he said, "How
‘much will it cost me." I looked at hin andﬂsav; % little smile hover
sround his wouth and éyoé. I told him it would cost about one hundred
dollars. That ie cheap to be a partner with yoru mydear in such holy work.
This Ark served the Shasrah T orah 8huls for meny years, or shall I By

until 1 mede a new Holy Ark in loving memory of ny son M&x who died at

R
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such & young sge. He was such & lavving Bons duch & loving end faithful
brother and such a fine man. He was & greet business wen and a great sipgex.
L hed much joy between these pericds. I also had much, xﬁuch sorrow. How

:I ever lived through my great sorrowe I do not know for I heve hed great
capacity for joj and elso for grief and pain &s well s sickness. I do
nothing by halves: When I am sick, I ar very sicks When I am well, I
forget my sickness and I em.very %ell. When I do anything, I: have to

do thet work w;all. ' ‘ .

We moved into our beautirful ha,me on Aiken Avenue. Our o boys were
at collega and medical echools My daughter Frede was married. My dear
hueband got interested in & little congregation called B'nei Israel where
services were held on the Sebbath Day. It wes a very prinative plece,
very unbecominé to the people who lived in the Bast End. One evening

~ When my husband wae going to & mesting, 1 said to him,’. ."Barney if the
men ¥Would want me to help them, I Would be willing to do what I could.”
He was very glad to hear me say that for he wes not at &ll pleased with
our place of w;brahip. My husband yeported what I had seid. The little
group of men were very glad to receive this meesage. They wrote me a
letter telling me they would be very heppy to avail themselves of my
services., I 1mmedia1;oly called my friend Mre. J. N. Wo}k, or Annie Wolk.
After talking the metter over we decided to call the other women of the
Eact End together to organize a Ledies Auxiliary to the B'nai Ierael Con-

grogation. e called s meeting of about tunty-four women. Only eeven

came. We toughl gsven wae enough to start with, even of these seven there ¥

- %ere some Who could not see the nesd of such an Auxiliary. Mrs. Wm. tolk

WA
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sald if our Shule needed anything we could make @ collection to buy what

wae needed, but I esaid that did not bother me. What I meent wae that we

' help the men to esteblish & permsnent organization, not only to buy a -

few things but eleo to work with the men to help them do the greater work
for the benefit of the Jewish Gammur-xity of the East End and to have &
place of worship befitting our children and ourselves. The result of this
Ladies Auxiliary is that now after thirty years with their help and
encouragement, we heve & most beautiful eynegogue, and a fine Sunday
religious school which was started by the 1 edies Auxiliary. It is

to the credit of our children thet they came to thet crude place that
we first had. I got our little Shemes to supervise. I got my dear
departed daughter Freda to teach. Later I got my son Jacob to teach.
I difi everything possible to have our religious school lives I am
very‘happy to eay that from that little echool that I started so meny
years &go, tuousands of children have learned the first principlgs of
Jewish education. My friend, Sarah Bernstein, bought a i:aino for five
dollars thet could still be played, so with the help of the piano, we
learned the firet Hebrew song which we still sing. I wae president of
thet Ledies Auxiliery, which we later nemed 8isterhood, for twenty one
or twenéy—fi\m vears. I bad eeked the women tor elieve me but somehow
they ineisted on my staying on {ux'hil in shear desperation I sa;;d, now
my dear good women, you make me feel very bad if you do not elect some
one else. I aseure you I will met ever attend & meeting and that will
mak: me feel very bad, but if you elect another woman for president, I
will halp slong with all my might. So after asking me &gain and again,

my friend, Mrs. Scheinmen wes elscted in my plece. I gave up my place
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after t wenty~ five years. I am very happy to say that now the Sisterhood
hee been and still is & grest fa;;tor in s¥®ngthening our hold religion
and aleo'a great help to our congregation and our bsautiful Shule.

My |dear husband was very earnest in the promotion of the idea of building
& 8hule in the Eaet End. At this time the Jewish people Were moving

in that direction. It is very sad that he did not live to see the fine
accomplishment of his idea. My dear husband only lived to see our
oldest sons graduate from college and our oldest daughter Frede married.
Our other son Itzie, God Bl-ess him, had entered medioal school at

Jolne Hopkine The other children were all very young yet, foo young

to be helpful. It was the first or second week in July, 1913, that

I had any inkling thet there was anything wrong with my dear husbend.

On thedt day hc wes 88 well 88 ever - & tall, handsome, upstanding wan.

I eat with him at breakfast and we chatted together for a while. Just
then 1 remewbered that I nmeded money to pey for a tuition that I hed
iven for a scholarship to & little cousin of mine. I said, "Barney

1 need a lot of money today." "ihy more toomy than any othernday." Yell,
you see, I heve to pay for Jc;nng}‘a tuition &t the business eollege;" He
gave me & check without & word. I eaw that it was not enough and I told
him eo. He gave me enother check whici was plenty. I kissed him

. goodbye at the door as was my custome ver since we Were married. He
attended to his business all day feeling well. In the evening he came
home hunting me ell over the houee until he found me in the kitchen
looking &fter my dinner. As was his ocustom after greo{.ing me, he sat

down with hie paper until we all went into dinner. Everything was well.
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The children were ‘good and lovely. Sfter dinner we went out and sat on
the porch. My son Allan, My Freda ahd her busbend went to & coneer£ whide
the other children stayed around until ae time went on each one went to bd
@ll but lemsc. All at once and wit.hout. any warning, my dear one said,
"Annie, I am sioke" I got greatly alarmed. -I seked what wee the matter.
He said, "Lay me d;wn.” I laid hin on. our lerge swing. He eaid, "sit

e up.';' I had ;rderod‘ice and I had ordered them to oall a doctors I
mwhe vae Very sicke W¥e got him upstairs and to bed and then by that
time D,-.?&E.%"’ came. He gave him eomething and went am’ay saying, *You
knovw, Mre. Davis, I do not sttend such ceses.” I wae wild with fogr.

At lest my older children came ho;na. They called Dr. John 'B’oicc'.

The dootor came and stayed with my husbend all n ight administering to
him. In the morning my dear husband showed signs of improvement 8o the
doctor"un’c home+ He wae ‘back 8t nine o'clock and found my husband

much better, eo much better that my husband wanted to get 'u;-). 1 persuaded
him to stay in bed until he wae better. He seid he was better eo I had
to tell him that 1t wes his heart that went bed. and he juet bad to stay
-in bed until he got 8ll better. That great heart‘ that suffered with
ovwryb_ody's pain. Thet great heart that wented to help and was always
ready to help anybody thet needed help. That great heart was stricken.

1 did not know how bad at that time. I kept him inbed for five days.
‘;_--Ho wanted to go downstaire and it was then I hed to teil him again that
he was very sick and he must rest just @8 though he had & broken leg.
Aftor that he stayed in bed for about tend ays getting B‘oronger everyday.
Bo he thought he was all better. One morning while I was getting his ‘

tray ready, I met him on the stairs. Oh my dear, why did you get dressed.
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Iou ses, I was just coming with your breskfast. I am &ll right, don't
worry about me. There is nothing the matter with me. I did not want to
eroee him so I eaw With him while he ate his breadfast. He sta jed home
thet day but the next day he went to hie office, so I thought it best

to letl him go to his office. A few days later I msked the doctor to
let me teke my husbend to Atlantic City, for the few times he went to
Atlﬁn‘hic City he seemed to enjoy the trip and regained in health and
8pirite, that was & year before he took sick. I could sse that he
needed the reet snd chenge. At first I could not pereuade him to
coneider & trip but when I maid that 1 wae tired a;ad wented to go 1o
Atlantic"f}i'by, ot firet he Would not listen %o me and told me if I

felt so bad that I should take one of the children with me. We argued
about that for a few days. &t last I said that I would not go if he
did not take me so at lesst he consented to teke me. I always felt thet
this trip really prolqnged his life for a year, that wae wh§ I seked the
doctor to let me taI;e my dear ons to Atlantic Oity know ing how he
enjoyed going fishing with & number of men whom I had owerheard planning
to go fishing early in the morninge. I spoke up and asked them to invite
Mro. Lavis es I felt sure he would enjoy ihe trip.i They were pleased to
do so. Tk next day at sunrise they were off with plenty ofprovisione

Por the day. They stayed out until late in the avening. They were

,leden with fish and a1l sunbruned, but heppy. It was the first Time

1I heard my hueband laugh since we came. After that we had @ splendid

time. We went 8¥Wimming every day. He loved the oceen. My friends
remarked how well he looked. We came home much refreshed. We were plenning
%o goa gain in a week or two When this terrible unfortuna_te’heéxrt- attack

odme on. 1 begged the doctor to let me take him sway to Atlantic Gity,
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say what I would Dr. Bbice would not let us go. After a wee;k or two

my husbsand showed merked lmprovement so the doctor told me to take my
husband to Cambridge Springs and I did s0 &t once. There we fo und two
men &t the hotel whom my husband knew. They were splendid company so

We 8 tayed there as long as they were there. While We were at Cambridge
Springs, my husbend hed one or two little sick spells but he en joyed
being there with these men. I made friends with the younger people.

1 well r emember t wo young girls. One was a beautifyl Amorican girl
from Pittsburgh. She could teke -care of herself. The other was a
little dmmigrant girl who could i;afdly speak English. We would’go out
togehter. It was too f;unny for warc_ih. I WOul;i welk with a little

sawed off and hammered down little men. The American girl paired off
with a  Very nice looking young merried men and this 1ittle lmmigrant
girl alwaye palred oi‘:t’ with this sporty men who was more then twice her
age. 1 was scared and so was another women tlat wae there. We talked
the matter over and decided tot alk to hie friend who was more .Berious
minded. We ssked him to talk to hisfugnd and to vern him that thie child
was a little imuigrent girl and thet she was fascinated and did not know
the ways of the world and that he should not harm her. I anp glad to say
thnt his friend had already warned him. His answer was that he wes sorry
for the girl and wanted to show her & good time. She wae to have left
‘;t.hat week but she was having such & good time she prolonged her stay. We
ﬁere much upset. ALl at once these men decided to leave. They were getting
their auto ready to leave %3 thout one word to her. I did not know w het
to do. Ieaw she was very nervous. Should I talk to her and 8poil her

beauti_f‘ul Summer romance or should I let her eat her heert our, for I
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saw that was what she was doing. I debated with myself. I decided tmat

I wouldsepak so I called over to her and took her aside. Iy dear,? I
said, “I don't know if I have the right to speak to you for what I want
tosay u}ill ht:‘lr‘b you, but it is better now and be done than to £o on
hoping and be hurt for a long tiume after.“ kre. Davis, I know whatever
you will say to me will be just like my own mother would say if I had

one. Sp I told her to let him go out of her life, thet he wae not for
her and that he wae not free and that he only’meant to give her a good time.
He was going to his. bueiness and as I eeid worst of mll, he had his own
lady~love in P ittsburgh. By that time I felt so bad that my t eare
mingled with hers. I ‘ne,var fell so bad for anyone in my life as I did
for this poor girl. Then she turnsd to ne, took me around as I took her
into my erme. Sh? said, "Thank you Mrs. Davis, I was in & fool's Paredise
for & little while but I z;oe you are right. This men 1 eft without even
8aying goodbye to me. I mean nothing to him." S8till I felt very bad,
What right had I to blight her romence. I wezz‘t to my husband. Bermey

I did something dreadful juet now. I told him whet I had done. He enid,
“Don't worry, my dear, you Wers right. You did the right thing nov before
iaating harm would come to this ppor girl." I was muchr elievef for if my
hueband eaid I was right then I was sure Ivas righte A bout twenty- five
years luter Irecieved a callefrom the Mercy Hospital where there was & woman
petient who wanted to see me. 1 did not know‘ who thie person was but ss
she was sick and wanted to see me, I surely must go. Iwent to the
hoepitel with & friend, Mrs. Slea.ainger, ¥ho knew this sick womsn. When

lcame into her room she turned to me, *“Do n't you know me, Mrs. Davisl"
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I looked &t her. There she wes & fat 1ittle bright eyed women and

. even though her sister-in-lew was present, she procesled to tell them

the story of how I saved her f rom herself end shethenked me most heartily.
She told me how ehe married & very nice men. She hes & fomily of five
children. B8he has & big store where she Worked so hard that she took
slck but when she comes home she will give & nice present to her Shule
in thanksgiving that she ie better and thet I made it all possible. After
ehe began tospeak, I was reminded of the whole scene. I could see the ‘
little girl in thie fat little women but withou£ the hurt look in her
eyees Bhe wae very hnﬁpy. We hed quite a little chat the;a I went howme.
To go back, my husband and I stayed in Cambridge Springs @ day
longer then he wanted ‘to g0 howe. I % elephoned home to esk whet I should
do and Iwe told to keep my busband away ae leng &8 I coulde My son
Alln end my o n-;in-law came out to see us and when I told them how
ﬁnh&ppy Pa was since these two friends Left, we then decided to go to
Mount Clemens. We were in Mount Clemens only & few days when my husbend
egain wanted to go home. 8o I« aid we will not ssk any questions of
snyone, but just come howe. Ho We took the train home snd arrived there
just on the day of our thirtieth @nniversary. My husband wes eo glad
to be home With his wife and his children that he took each one"in his
arme. Oh, it is eo good to be home without a lot of outsiders hanging on.
My dear daughter Freda had prepared & fine dinner in honor of our
eanniversary, even tnough we were not Bupposed to be home, 80 we all sat
down to  dinner. We were all very bappy. 1 did not know whet was

hanging over me. I did not know thet though my husband was apparently
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better, he waes not well. He did not believe himself, so after & day

‘or %o of reet, he started toback to his office. All eeemed'Well.

In the meantime I had & talk with my son A llan. He wase a bridliant

men and he always‘ sald that he would teke up the law &s his

profession but in hie second year ﬁt college he was invited to the
Bakese dozenbecause 61’ his record in English for he wes & fine English
achelar. His writing wes superb, even in high school. In thie clase he
wrote a play called "The P romised Land". It aroused great interest

and even wekened up f;he cold blooded Nev; England Professors, so they
encouraged Allan to keep on with his writing until k'xe final:ly graduated
in three yeere inst.ad of four. After he ceme home he ssked his fether
for a year in New York to study the sbage right on the premises. I
objec:éed to this but his father said if wants an extra yesr let him have
it. Whike in New York he kept on writing plays. They were fine but it
is very hard to get a play.produced. He made contect with Henry Miller.
Mr. Miller asked Allan to reamd his playg. Of course Allan eent him the
play which Mre Miller kept & whéle year and then sent it back. Allan's
play was called the Iron Door. Mr. Miller produced & play very much like
it but called it by another name. He still kept on writing until he

received a callfrom the Jewleh Educationel Alliance in New York. He

took up this work very well. They made a great fuss over him bui he

“Was not content so he left at the end of the year. He came home and I

begged him to give up the writing end take up the law. 8o he went back
to Cambridge. He finished his first year in the law for my seke. He
ceme howe for hisvacation but kept on writing. He wrote mny pleys. BSome

were produced here in Pitteburgh, some in New York. He made just enough
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meney to keep him going. I wes very much dieappointed. Somehow I

knew he could do better in the law than in sanything else, He had =&
“brilleint mind. He wae & great oretor. He was steady, honsst, good
looking and ebove all & fine scholar both in Hebrew end in English.
While at Harvard, he won three scholarships wortht wo hundred and

fifth dollars each. He would not accept the money becauge it was
written thet if & man did not need the money he shouiél not teke it.
While there were many wen. who Were much wealthier than my husband who
did take every cent, my son Allan did not take any mwoney. He won meny
speaking contests which netted him quite a sum. I s&till haive a very

. beautiful evening coat that I bought' with the money he sent me that he
won. At the Educational Allience he did not 1 ike the work so he
resigneds The men of the Board of Directors of that Institution were
all mfxtti-millionaires. He did not like their bardness nor their point
of view go he got outs EHe went back to his stege work. Thatwas where
he wae when Dr. McCormick called me one day to esk whers he could get in
touch with Mrs Davise. I naturally thought the doctor was asking for my
husband. After a while I understood that the doctor meant my son Allan.
I told him he was in New York. The Chéncellor said as he was going to
New York thet night he would look him'up if I gave him Allan'a address,
Which I dide In & few days wer eseived word from Allan that he \was
engeged to come to Pittsburgh to teach english at the University of

- Plttsburgh. He would be home soon to take up hie work here. We were
@ll very happy. Allen came home and started his work at the Univereitye.
He Was very much liked and respected both by the Faculty and by the men

whom he taught. I do not remember how long he taught. He wes meking
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his 1iving and he was doing his wrifing, st1ill his father wes not estisfied.

He could not see & career int eaching or whiting. He really wanted him

to be @ lawyer. 8o just when hewss getting better from his first heart

ettack, I had a talk with Allan. I pointed out to him that iime. was

‘possing. He was not settled as yot @s 4o what would be hie 1ife work.

After talking with Ailan for e while, we 'agreed that as law school wes
to start in Beptember, he would take up the law, but he would z;ot give
up his writing. I said that was quite &ll right. I would rather

have himwite helf a day then sleep half e day, for lew school only tekes

helf & daye worke 8o after I had it all arranged with Allen, Pa W alked

“in and we told him What we had decided.lhFsaid no, either he goes to

e

lew school or does not go, this thing of Writing one pert of the day and
stgtdying the other would not do. I eaid do not be unremsonable. If
Allan hes promised to etudy law, I know he will study..law.’ ‘ﬁhat he

does With hie leisure time we shouldlet him do. Well after we had gone
over the plan again, Pa agreed. ¥We were all very happy; Tt was in
the middle of the week. My second son, Isaac, had gone back to his work
at Johne Hopkin. He was in his last year of medicine. My dear deughter
Freda wee married. One day when Fa 'a.orria'd, I eaid, "See, Barnéy", we
roally_'have no reason to worrye . Allan is going to f£inish his Taw coursge,
Itzie 1;111 soon be & doctor, Freds is merried and sooﬁ, soon we will have
great l_fmppinesa from our ohildren, but it seems it was not 't;o be. On
Saturday evening, P came home. He had all the children around him.

He was'rondy to meke Avduluh. My little niece Anne was there also. ‘Pa

took her near hime. Pe said the prayer. We ¥Were all gthered around him
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and as he 1it the brandy everybody waes gathering the money out of the

lighted brandy flame. We were ail very heppy. Nothing made my husband

80 happy as having his children sround him. It wae hie custom every

Q

AF.riday.ovening before Shabbos to gather the little ones around him end

give hhhm their allowance. The baby got a nickel, the next one got
tenocents and the older hoye got theirs in accordance with their needs.

It made him very happy always to give. How can I tell ell the lovely
things that ho'.,ga've use One day he brough a lovely brooch for me.
Ancther time it wes beattiful ring. When I was much younger end

before I learned to do my ewn shnp/}-)ing, he bought me & very.sxpensive
seal coats I had & pair of dismend earrings and one day I was s urprised
with & string of very fine pearls. I always loved pearls and a],waya
wanted. them but I alwaye ncodedthinga for the fami]’{ either for our boys
or for our deughter Frod&, 80 I let the pearls go. This day he brought
me the pearle I was so surprised that I did not know what to suy so Isaid
the wrong thing. The pearls wers besutiful but small, the string was too

smell when I put t hem around my neck. I was disappointed at the way

I looked. ¥ ithout thinking I said, "Barney it is too late. I am too

old end too fat." I never thought of the disappoiﬁtmont to hime After
it was too late i thought of a dozen waye I might bave improved this
etring of paarla bui it wam too la't.o for me. I never wore pearls myself
but I bought my oldest granddaughtors t¥Wo lovely strings of pearls. I
alsa bought my owndesr daughter Serah s fine string of pearls. Weheve
8ince added largor pearle to har string so that she has & very valusble
string. I evenstarited three ilit"cle strings for my little granddaughtere.

My dear Bueband was very heppy 't.imt he ¥as sble to give. He gave to the
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B'nai Isresel Synagogue, he guve money every yesr to three Shules for matzos
far the poor. He sent money to Europe for all the thirty yesrs that I
knew hime At first he sent this money to his grandfather to distribute
it and aleo fifty rubles for his own personsl use for pocket money.
When the folke in the old country found that my Barney sent money, then
they nskéd thet he send money for the old Shule, for the Talmud Torah,
then for sunts, for cousine and ae for his landsleit, they of course
muet be helped. This was his pleasure.

One of the quietest cesés of giving was done by both of us. One
dey & little men canme to me. “You=arc Mrs. Davis ?" I said, "Yes, 1
am Mree. Deviee What cen I do‘for yous" "0h, I heve & 1ot‘;f-trouble.“
He proceeded tottell m#chis troubles. It seoms his son, & boy of about
sixtesn, was driving & junk wagon and & lot of boys ran after him
toasiné him and running in ffont of his horse. 8o he grabbed & bottle and
threw it into the crowd. It so heppened that he hit & little boy and
cut his head open. They took him into the Montefiore Hospitel snd put him
in & private room, gave him all the care and med;cal attention that
could be given, Bo that in & short time the child was diecharged from
the hospital us ocured. The father of the child waee not satisfied, so
he started trouble for the other boy and had the boy arrested. W hen they
came to trisl, the two fathers cams together to arrange matters, so Mr.
" Harris undertook to pay the nurse, the hoepital and the docotrs. ¥hen
¥r. Levin eaw that Mr. Harris undertook to do all this, he was not
- satiefied so he backed out &and threatened to put tﬂe young boy in jail.
Mr. Harris pleaded to go to Rabbi Ashinsky to meke all arrangements. They

went to other men but somehow Mr. Levin would not come to terms. At
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last they sgreed that if I would take this matter up, ail would be well.

I did not know either of these men, but it seems that they knew me.

We talked it all over againe Apgein Mr. Harris agreed to pﬁy all e xpenses,
but Mr. Harris was & poor man o he came to me to gﬁarantee 8ll the
expenses to Mr. Levin. Then Mr. Levin would let up on thie sixteen year
o_ld boy. 1 did not know what to say. We counted up all the eXpenses .
There wae $90 for the nurse, $95 for the hospital, $150 to Dr. Finkelpearl,
wbout the same to Dr. Lowin,l $10 to Dr. Seigel and $8.00 to & drug store.
1 did not know Mr. Harrie so I called my husband in. Ie xpleined every~
thing to him. After hesring @ll the trouble, he said to me, "You go
ahead and fix the matter up for these two men." But that wasunot 80

easy. Ag soon B8 Mr. Levin saw thet Iwas wiliing. to gusrantee the debt,
he changed his mind and would rather'send the boy to jail. I said, "see
Bers, b-&r. Levin, you can only have one of two thinga.' Either let me
help this men to pey &ll your expenses or go ahead with the trail ;.nd

put this boy to jail. You can not heve the two." W ell, if I agree where
will he get the money to pay. He hes no money. My doctore have to be

p &id. I turned to Mr. Harris. What do you eay. Dear Mrs. Davis, if
you do thie for me, I will bring my wife's jewelry and you can keep it
until I pey you all back, so I said to my Berney, what shall I do. - His
Jewelry isn't worth very much. ' There is about $500 invol ved. h\ly husband
laughed and said, "This is your case, not mine but go ahead snyhow."

But thet did not end the matter.: You s e Mr. Levin wanted an agreement

so I sent them to my lawyer. Thie men told me afterward that he would
not handle acase like thwt for $500 no metter how the other poor men wanted

to plesse Mr. Levine Mr. Levin would thresten him until at lest the
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boy got scared and ran way from home. Then I hed another msn on my
hande, the men who gave the bail stood to lose:the $500 if the boy did

not come back. Well, after & lot moretr uble and aggravation, Mr. Levin
finally did ;ign the agreement that if I paid all the money due hie
doctors, he would withdraw the charges. Poor little Mr. Herris did
bring me hie wife's Jewelry, such & sorry lot they were not worth any-
thing for it wae not even good gold. My Barney had a good laughiat me.
Now what ere you going to do for money. Oh, all right, first you say

go ahead and now you lsugh &t me. You'll see, I'l1l manage i’t-‘.. So 1

told Mr. Herris to bring me two doilars ovory week. -I gave hin a

little book thet my huebend always gave to his ceses. kr. Harris wes
very grateful. He brought me the #wo dollars every week so et first

I paid "the nurse in fulle Then I called the doctors #nd asked both

men what they would take for their bills. As I knew them and they

knew me, they 1aughec'i and sald, juet what ever you :;an get we will take.
So I said all right. I peyd the drug store and I #1so paid Dr. Seigel.
That 1oft the hospital and the two doctors. It took about & year to

pay thet much. The hospital and doetore Were reallvy very fine. They heard.
of &ll the brouble I had so they thought the joks was on me. As the

Holy Déys Were coming on very soon, Mr. Herris asked me to lend Ir‘m;l hia
Jewelry so thet his wife could go to shule. Bince the little bit of Junk
wee not very much to me but meant a great deal to him, I gave him hie
Jewelry. My husband and friends Bgiin had & good laugh at my expense .
But my little man fooled them, he brought the two dollars feithfully every
week, only he asked if he could pey this to my husband's office as I 1ived

too far away. 8o I would save up ten dollars and pay one mn, then save
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ten dollare and pey the other men. Anbther yeer was soon here. I was very
sorry for the poor man so I asked my friends how much they would teke
for their cleim. Meke it half. It should oﬁly'h@ve been half. It
toék & long time but at lest I had it all paid. I never did pey the
hospital end someho W they never bothered me so I did not bother theum.
af last i peid &1l the claims end I felt relieved. In & day or two
1 got a call from Mr. Herris. What is the trouble now. Well the
trouble is his horee died and he wanted me to get ® loan of fifty dollers
from the Free Losn Bociety., I had some trouble to get this loan but at
last I hed my wen all fixed. His boy ceme back, his wife had enother
baby, and his friend got back hie bond. All was well, when the Loan
Boclety came one day to sue me for a little balence that Mr. Harris still
owed- them. My husband loved to tease me &bout this case. I said let
them sue me, I'11 tell them something. I spoke to Mr. M. Jackson, who
was the treausrer and I told him to let this poor little men alone.
S0 the balance of $15 was never paid. I had all this trouble and
aggravation because my dear one was 8o good. 1 could tell marny stories
of his kindness to other people, not always did they pry him back, but
he remained kind to the last.

Well, on this day thet he ceme homes, We all gethered around him
eaad he was handing out the Buéposed money from the flame of the Avdulah.
We were all very happy, never thinking that this would be the last frolic
%e would have with him. After dinner, st which I picked out little
tid bits for him, he asked why I ms so. good to him, 1 eaid, "You know

dear, we have only one papa, so We must p ot him." "We went in to¢ the
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library, it was a bheautiful room. I think my husbend loved this room
best of all the houss. He always sat there. We had e large table desk
there end we had very large cheirs. Th:re was & very fine old leather
couch and the room wes lined with open shelves for our b;oke. Pa was
very proud of our booke. I hed put up our beautiful rose point lace
ourtaine snd fine bangings just & few daye before. A fter I had it

2ll done, I tunred to my husbsnd who vwes. sitting there and I seid, "I
really love this room, I love every riook and corner of thie house."

He looked around andsaid, “Yes, it is fine, but you are not athome
enough, you &re too busy with your hospitel, with &our Shule and all
their work." I wes ready to get real cross with him but Iz-oalizea

he was not so well. 8o I said, "oh Barney, don't worry, 1 am geing to
give all this up soon. Now let us go over to Freda." "No, no, I am
too ti;od, you goe" I did not want to go snd leave him, so I started to
say again as I hav; said many times before, just let me finieh this

year then I will give up. A4ll right my dear. After we had calmed d own,
I again said, come on, pas I waﬁt youvto come to Freda' s with me. ‘Ho
said again, "No, you go and givovhor_my love. I will go to bed snd take
& good rest. " I went to my daughter Freda's home end we spent & very
plessant oveAing. She had such & beautiful home. She wes so efficient.
8he could meke her home look so grands I had bought her very-fige furniture,

g grand bedroom, & bheautiful dining room, & fine music y cm with her own

Steinway grend pilenc and very fine lace curteins for which I peid forty

dollare & pair and e besitiful orientsl rug. Her hall vas 80 beautifully
furnished. She had & gozy den with bookcasss full of bookse, fine

pictures and everything to mske a girl happy. I hope she was happy.
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My husband did not lilke his son-in-law ec he did not vieit his dearly
beloved daughter very often. I mde my visit then came home. Well,
%.hare I wes with my hueband, with my sone, with my two deer daughters,
for by this time I had my baby girl Saray, God Blees her, I hed ny
beautiful home and I hed my work. I aleo did do work inside my home
even though I had two meide and & Jaundress. I still hed enough to do
to kesp my howe in good order. I had to be very careful of my expendi=-
tures for I fully realized that my husband had enough to do to provide
for ue without me being extravagent. I remember Well & talk I had with
Mr+ Robert Lewin. He stopped o ver one déy and we talked about the
expenses of an automobile. He said, " You know, Mre. Davis, it costs
me ten thousand dollers to live a year as 1t is . I laughed and said,
"It odete us more then ten. tnousand & year to live, and I have to be
verycareful atthet because you ses Mr. Lewin, you have only four children
end we have ten ohildren with three boys at college - tWo &t Harvard and
one at the University of Pitteburgh." 'H'e hed & Hebrew teacher in our
home. He had the expenae of music leéaona. We paid for Sunday religious
schools, and dancing schools. Of sourse, we had more than ten thousend
& year expenditures. I knew it very well but I bardly think that my
hueband knew how much it cost him %o keep us going. You see, he was so
liberal. He guve us all we needed. I was the more practical. I knew
| every cent that I gent, even though I did not get an allovance. What
money 1 reeded I epked for or took it myself. I often teased my busband
by saying that I was the poorest rich Women thet ever wse. I remeber
well one day I needed money in the morning, so Without disturcing my

husband, I went to hie pocket and %ook what money I needed. I really
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did not look to see how much I left. After breakfast my husbend kissed

me goodbye and went to town. He got on the street car and when he went

to pay his car fare, there wes no money in one pocket and then in the

other pocket . he found no money , not even s nickel. Fortunately the
conductor knew him so they both laughed. The conduc;tor said, I know
you Will pay the next time. When P s came home he said laughingly,
“Ma, the next ti;ne y§u teke my momey, you miy take all I have but do
leave me one nickel for my carfare. Why I almci;ithad to walk to town
today, only the conductor wes so understending. I.guese hia wife some
times does the same," Iy husbandts goodness is 8 imply beyond belief.
I could tell meny a‘bc;ries of his goodneaa. I will do s0 &8 I go along.
In this wey we grewfogether, living in low ng kindnees. Then in one
day al.l this love, this understanding, this helpfulness was taken away
from me, leaving me eo desolate, so shocked, so bew:.ldered and eo alone,
even though I hed all my ten children sround me. I was alone for the
man who was my husband, the wen who was more like & father to me. He

had been t sken away in one emall day. My God, my God, how could I

live without him. He was so th oughtful, he was so good, so kind end

80 loving., The men to whom I looked up to, the man from whom I learnsd

~how to live a full life. He was teken and I was left along. It_all
happaned o quickly, so sukdenly, so unexpectedly, like & bolt from the
-bluse I shall never forget that dey for in his very last momente he

tried not to hurt me when I ui:einderstood him for a moment. ~On my God,

how ocan I put down on paper what and how I lived through that awful day,

I knew I held him in my @rme evens fter the doctor closed his dear eyes .

D
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The doctor tried to take me away but I could not leave him until I was
glven something to drink. Then I did not seem to know very much. It ise
now twenty~eight yeasrs since thet awful day. How meny, megy times I

have lived through that day. It comes back to me time &ter timé. I have
suffered so much eince that day. I thank God thet my dear one did not
live to go through that pain and suffering that I heve gone through in '
these twenty-eight years. I know how hard it was fﬁr him to go through
the little triels of the illnesees of the children and myselfe He
euffer;d with all of we.. The reverses in businees, the unkind return
for his kindness that he extendéd to others, éll this made him suffer,

so how could he have gone through what I have g;;; thro ugh. I have
often been called & wonderful woman. I don't know why 1 am a wonderful
woman. 48 it because I have & great capacity to suffer both physical
pain end mental pein and keep all the pain to myself when I wanted to

g0 out among the hilde and cry and cry. That is not wonderful. I
learned through bitter experience.. Ainumber of my very good friends
foiled me in my most pitter hours and trying times. 1 asked why they
neglected me so in wmy most bitter sorrow. They erid do you think it is

& pleasure to see you in your sorrow. No I don't suppose it is & pleasure
to see me sorrowing for my deer one. Anobher friend whom I had knownsinee
childhood, Béid to me about a year after my great loss, "A nnie I feel
quilty but you know I could not bear to see you When you were so bitterly
crushed.” I looked 8t my friend and I smiled, for by that time I again
learned éo smile. But you forget that a visit from you to whom I could
talk about my desr departed onc would have been & comfori to me. Well,

from these two friende and & great many others, I learned the old seying,




“Smile and the world smiles with you, weep and youweed alone.” I

bardly needed such pointed sdvice. I tried not to show my grief to

anyone, not even to my ghildren. My griei‘ﬁaﬁ my ofne. My joy I

shared with everybody. As I he d told my sister ysare before when she

came to ell mwe 8 bout her ¢hildren, I said, "Ray why.dd you te'{.l ne

these things abo ut your children that should be your knowledge and no

one elde. If it is uhpleasant, do ﬁot tell enyone, but if it is fine,

then you cen and should shout it from the house topé." Sé I have

regulated my life. My sorrow 1 keep to myself, my pain no on; can bear for

me, 80 1 try to bear it myselfs I have wanted meny, many*times to go

to some mountein top rand there to ery and cry at the top of my voice until

I drop dead. Then I think have I.the right 4o do such & dreadful thing.

No, I have not the right. ‘The good God hee decrsed these trials for me

and I must bear them the best way I can. I must be thahkfui to God for
His goodness to me, for having glven me my dear ones for the time He granted T

to them to me, and when He decided that He wanted they, He took them unto “

Bimself. I have been and & +ill &m a very forﬁunate vom&ne I have had

great gifts given to me and I cherish my gifts from Gode But I ean not

help but say He took His fifbs awey from me too soon. So at times I am

bewildered. 8hell I be thenkful to God for the greet glfgs He .hes given

me, or shall 1 lament thet I lost such wonderful gifts, tmet I was not

deemed worthy to have such riches, for who was 80 rich @s Iwas. I had &

devoted husband. I had & Erilld&n& gon. I had euch @& besautiful loving

daughter. I had other grend sons and I have my other daughter. We had
plenty for our neede. No this could not last. So after a most bes utiful

Saturday evening, When we were all gathered & round, Pe made the Avdolah.

+
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1 was busy serving dinner. I served my husband s special portion of

'white meat. He turned to me and said what is this, am I the baby.

No, you are not the baby, but you sre our only daddy. We all laughed.
After dinner we s&t around in our bemutiful library. The younger children
went to bed &nd the older children went out. All as welle We were
planni#g for the holidaye which will soon be here, so the evening passed.
Later we went to bed and hed a good nighte sleep amd reet. About six

in the moming Isew my hueband could not‘aleup so he got up, bathed,
shaved and d ressed himeelf. I asked him why he was getting up 8o early
end he said he could not eléep éo he théugh‘o he would go downetaire, and
I should turn over and to to sleep. I eaid, all right, tell tho‘maid to
11gh‘h1 the gis and make you & oup of tew. He went down and I had hardly
dropp;d off to ali;ep When my maid came ;Lnt;o my rooms I was terribly

frightened. I esaid you must'tot scare me so. I did not meen to scere you

.but Mr. Davis is sick. 1 hardly heard what the said. I grabbed my

dreesing gown snd flew downstairs to the library where my husband sat. He
was d eathly pale and when I took hishande they were ice cold. I eried,
“Barney dear, don't give up, I will help you, don't give up." But he
eaid, “Uall the children, call a doctor, I am dying." We called the doctor

and in the meptime we moved the couch over to him end 1aid him on it« The

doctor omme &t once and he saw the aitack was very serious. Hewanted my

" husband in & more comfortable bed. He was a big men and the couch wes not

big enough., W¥e commenced to pley how we could get him inbed. I thought at
firet I would lend & siretched from the hospital. I wae afraid he would be

scared so Isaid to the doctor how mbout bringing & bed down from upstairs.
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Thet wo uld be fine, 80 Rt once we cleared the roomy, put & bed in it end
without dieturbing him one bit, we chahgod him from the couch to the bed.
He sort of stretched out his arﬁa and legs end seid that wes fine. I
really did not know how I tended him but I mede him comfortablee We sent,
word for my son Itzie et Johne Hopkins. We oalled for his brother but
hie brother would not come no matier what wse eaid to hime My dear one
euffered 8ll day. He eeemed to know that he was dying. Only for one
‘little woment did he ley with hie eyse closed. I zat on his bed. I
held him in my arms where he seexed to find comfort. A t sbout ten
o' clock that night he opsned his eyes and said, "I am dying' and then
hé died in my arms. I oriedgloud, don't leave l;xe Barney, &on‘t leave me.
The doctor ¢t ried to take me away but I t’:ould not let him goe He was my
husbande He wes like & father o me. I never knew my father but I knew
hie fatherly love. I was orushed. I cried es I nwexj,criedwin all the
thirty yeers that we lived tdgether, in good times, in herd times, in
slckness, in trouble, in all kinds of times I did not ery. But as soon
es my dear one died, I started to ory and I havelf"been crying ever since.
I pray to my dear good God, who helped me through all these years, thet I
will have no reason to ory any mors. The thirty years that had past were
years of joy, of comfort, of progress, or growth, of illnees, of “trouble,
.of money losses, of panic and even of death. For in tixose years, in our

POt

“hendthue ... lmournsd.him.deept yy-but_gi-tbat.time-I had my hueband's arms

early daye, we lost & dear little boy. Such-a-goed. child, so BHELL g B crmrmwi

to sustain me. Then when my dear mother died, it wae he that told me the
sad newe and it wes he who comfobted me. Ineverything I did I looked for

hie approval. If} he eaid, it was good, I knew it was good. If he said

i3t
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he did not think it was good, then I would not do so. Oh yee, we often

had our differences of opinion. %e often had disputes« We both hed minds

of our own but we never said a hureh word to one another. If he had one
opinion and I hed enother, he would say, all right have your way and I

can heve mine. We really never had personal dieputes, but we often
disagreed on public metters. I w&ll.remsmber vwe did not agree about the
Hebrew Ipstitute. My dear husband was much in favor of e large Hebrew
Institute. Iwae in favor of & smeller one with & board of directo rs

of Hebrew education for a number of schoole in different parts of the city
and & school in every Shule in the city under the direction-of the Rabbie
and the educationsal committee,.but no they must have & large school to

house all the children in the city. We differed on that subject very

mucha. ~ We aldo disagreed on the things thet I was doing end sometimas

We disagreed on what he waes doing. But after all we had emch other, so

whet do outside things metter. When Imalized he wes no more, I waé
desolates I had no one I could go to for & word of comfort. At first
1 wee like one who hed lost her soulc. I wore the deepeet of black. I
herdly knew when I was goken t&l ; was dazed. But God is good to the
fellen ones. My two younger sone simply e ouldered the whole responsibility

of their father'e business end the family: My other sons, the obder ones

- Were finishing their professional educational training. These two younger

onee Were the only ones that knew anything about the businees. They were
very young to heve such e responsibility but they did their work renfully
end well. They made it possible for us all to live in the seme smnner &s

we lived when fether lived. Just think, I let #wo young boys do all the
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the work for the whole family. One was twenty, the other was eighteen.

The other children were too younge Theyw ere still at high echool and at
public school. Some were teking Hebrew lessons, Sunday school, dancing
and music. At first I was eo crushed I let the household go on ite own |
way. My Blessed daughter Freda took hold and did everything for me iﬁ
such & perfect menner that I hed no trouble with my family. Every child
seemed to understand my condition. Ap time Went on, I egein started to
live, but what & life. Though I had all my children about me, I was slone.
1t was esinful of me to be that Way tut %hat wae how I felt. I 4id not know
how I could live. I did not know how the sun could shine. ‘How could

&ny one laughs My pienc wae closed the whole yeer. My children did
everything to comfort me. My oldest son Allan wes e great help to me
mentally. He was & thinking men. He would reason With me. He would
comfort me in meny ways. He knew how to talk to mes But I was eoc rushed
that for meny monthe I hardly knew I lived. It was only the reel; necessity
of looking after my family thst I did not losé my reaeon. My dear daughter
Freda wes 8o kind, so tender with me. I cen ever bless her melﬂory o I
had alwaye thought of her es the mother of mine when Iwas gone. I so
wanted to join my husband. But the dear God willed it otherwiee. Whoever
thought that I a broken women would live and my dear loving daughter Freda,
Buch & grand good soul, would be called away and leave me to mourn again.
Such was my life. I tried very hard for the eake of my diildren to keep
going. The need of my heart and sould made me go to Shule., I always went
to SBhule with my husband. It really was througﬁ his efforts that we had a
8hule in the Bast End at #11, for when we moved to the East End we found

& Minion with & very emall membership. They paid dues in & room on Penn
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Avenue over & stores. My Barney pointed out it was not becoming to us,

to our religion or to our children that we keep on‘thﬂt way. The men
lietened to him withrespect and so resolved to move to Collins Avenue
where for the first time we felt we hed some semblance of a Shule. It

was to this Shule that I went to get some soothing for my hurt heart.

One Sabbath morning es I was coming out, I was stopp;ed by & nen.

He said to me, "Mre. Davis, you know this men has no place to go to eat.

I was embarrasa;d for a moment but I st once said, "W hy he can come to

my home if he‘wants to walk so far, for you see my home was. about &
twenty-five minute walk from the B8hule. He will walk all right, seo I
brough£ him home. This wes right before the high holidays. He stayed

with ys for & whole month. It seems the congregetion engaged this mn

for their reader for the holy days. As he lived in town &nd his wife

wes @abo ut to become & mother, they could not move to the east End.

Hle would not ride on the Sabbath so he had no where to goy 80 I took him in.
At firet my children said, "Oh me, what did you do to ue, you epoiled our
koly days for us.* I eaid, "Wo listen my dears, when you bring me coinpany
I take them in and tremt t hem Withr espect. Now I invited this man and

I want you to treat him with respect." They said all right mother, you win.
I must say I wes never sorry for hoiné kind té thet man. He was very young,
very learned end he wae very poor. He came over from Palestine and in

time he- wee married eo he wes very happy to get this positione. After the
holidays he moved to the East End. Tﬁroug;h the o;fforta of my son Allan, he
had hie py raised eo that he had enough money to live on. ﬁo really was
very talented., He spoke in Yiddish though he knew English very well. 4s

time went on, everybody called him Rabbi, so he thought it was time thet he
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became & Rabbi. He wae learned coming from the great Yeshivehs of Palestine.
He went to New York where he gtood his examinetione and he was ordained
Rabbis W e of the congregation were highly pleased to have him, so he

wae with ue, for & great number of yesrs. The troubld I had trying to
Americanize him, his wife &nd his household. My son Allan became vice
prosiden£ of the SBhule, with William Levy as President, so Allan helped

@ great deal. Allan wanted Rabbi Neches to start to the University of
Pittsburgh as & special student, but thet plen did not meterielize till

much later. Rabbl Neches was really likeamble, which ie a blessing. We
always liked to have h':lm at our home &fter thet first time. -

80 one thing after anbthei'r took my attention. 1 started to work
again. The Hospital Aid'Socio.ty would not elect another President in my
&bsence, then the Shule ﬁork called me back and so I tried to go back to
do the charities that Iwas used to. It waé & greet help to me. The men
and women Were very kind and thoughtful of me. I in turn gave them my
best effortssc.Jometime a fter Rabbi Neches came back f rom New York, he
invited some of the men and women to his house for Brochah, Which mesns
bleseing. We 2ll went to wish him Mgzel To@fon becoming a Rabbi. ‘Wo
really had & very nice Congregation of people who knew each other. We

wers all old timers so we enjoyed %o go to the Rabbi'e house. He showed us

~his Smichah, which means diploms. We all rejoiced with him. I was picked

-out to have trouble from & very ne® man who moved to the Eest End. This men

never did anything for our Bhule but for some resson he got very croes with
Rabbi Neches. I being so good to the Rabbi and his family. This despicable
min wrote a great number of Rabbis in New York to discredit this young mén

by seying that I being & widow was befriending him too much. I did not
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know my neme was being used. Bomehow thies metter came to the kncwledge of
my eon Allan. He immeciiatcly gent for this men to come to his office.
There he made this man retract in & letter to everyone thet he had written
this despicable letter, to tell them what he said before was & falsehood.

I did do every thing I could to meke the life of Rabbi Neches and his family
better. I was often asked Why I interested myself so much in thie young |
man. I told themwe did not heve too ueny lesrned men in our midst so

that if I could develop this men and hie wife, I should do so. I think

I did a good plece of work. When my Allan was Vice President and Wm. Lovj
wap P resident, we all worked to elevate the stendard of opur Cc;ngrbgation.
We did everything to make & better sppearance, especially so on the Sabbath
and Holy days. Allan suggested to the men thet they buy the Rebbi a resal
Sunday mr.;i'ning suit and a mghl silk hat, which they did. The officers

aleo dregaed in formal clothes. This made such_a fine sppearance that the
rest of the Congregation dreesed more fitting f?\r the Sabbathe The standard
hes s omewhat gone down, which is & pity, for I still think we ought all
dress in our beet in honor of the Sabbath and in honor of our holy religion.
Our non-Jevish friends and neighbors always look after their appearance when
going to Church, which is good. I myself love good clean looking people,
well dresced when in Bhule. Well this Rabbi was getting along but poorly,
even though his salury wae raised from time to time. Rabbi Neches in the
meentime mede many friende but aleo meny enemies. He came to me one day

to ask my sdvice. What ',ahould he do? He had received two calle, one from
Los 4ngeles and one from Columbus, Ohios He did not know whet to do. Here

he was getting along but he hed meny peo‘plo Who were meking his life miserable.

~.
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Yet to pick up now and move away seemed very hard for he already had two
echildren by this time. After I heard all he had to sky, I emid, *You
take up & new position. I would not advise you to go to Los Angeles, but
go to Columbue, Ohic. That is not so far away from home. * *Why do

you tell me this Mrs. Davis? I thought you were a friend of mine."

"4t is becsuse I am a friend that I tell you to go. You were born and
reised in Jerusslem iﬁ the old city. You eame to Amrica and settled in
New York among your own pecple. You spoke the same Yiddieh. Then you
came to P itteburgh and sgein settled smong Yiddish apeaking people.

They are very good people but they &re not real Americsns. You did not
develope among them. You &re young, you will heve to mingle with thw
oocon{ generation of America. You ceme to ue &nd you heve developed here.
You have improved here but you still have much to learn. You do not

quite understand our ways, you think we are asking too much of you. Now
is the time for you to transplent yourself to enother place, just =e

ve transplant & little tree so that it can grow bigger and better.* After
thinking this over for & while, he said, "I think you are right. I will
accept the position in Colhmbus." I knew I2til) hed & 1little work to do
for him. I had spoken to Mra.,N;ahas pmany times, temching her how she must
do to grow with her husband. Iwent to their home to see what t;xey should
take with them and what they should leave or sell here. Thier household
was very modest and plain. I said, "Rebbi, you must not take ;nything'
along to your new home." He aaked m; why and I told him, "Here we know
you sre & poor men, bu; you must not sdvertise this fect in your new

position, keeides, it will cost you a lot for shipping thie household.
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"If you esll, you will be able to tuy the right furniture.' The Rabbi

aoould not understand my advice. PPresenily two men ocame qin to invite

the Rabbi to speak for them. Ase they looked sround they saw that the

Rabbi wes gettir;gr eady to move, so one of the men said, "Rabbi, if

you Will permit me, I would advise you no’é to ®ke any of irour furniture

alonge" That is what Mrs. Davie wae saying to me, but I do not under-

stand ;lhy. Well, you see here you heve one browntable, & yellow chair,
your books ere inwardrobes each of a diff'erent make and color. You ¢en
eell all these and with the money thet it will cost you to ship these

_ things, you can furnish & nice pl zce. So Iwent through the house

with Mre. Neches. I pointed out te iwre that she should not teke anything
but the ruge, her nice bress bed, spring and mettrese. Bhe saw the wisdom
of my advieo better and quicker then her hueband, the Rebbi, could. Then
I went -to my Sisterhood and asked them to give me fifty dollars &8 a gift
for the Rabbi's wife to buy an outfit for herself so thet she woul d be
presenteble in their mew position. I aleo went to her mother to mek them
toa ssist thie young couple to mmite the beet appearance int heir new
congregation. I &m vorj happy to say the people in Columbus were very
understanding. They rented & nlce house for the Rabbi, they furnished it
very nicely and the Rabbl gave them good service for about five years.

The call came to him again from L os Angel es, so he moved there: I visited
them .1n Los &ngeles some years later end found him getting along very well.
Hie family were almost grown. The Rabbi told me that finally he did enter
college and took & specisl course. He sdmitted t hat while in P ittsburgh
he was s till very young 8nd did not realize what & great help such s
oourse would be. Rabbi Nechee &lways called me his second mother because

1 was the mesans of establiehing him 4n his 1ife work and melking him end
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his family's 1ife eo much finer and bhetter. He al ways addressed me as
. his mo-bhor-when he wrote to me. I was ropuid for my work by the progress
he made in L os A ngeles.
Well in my very mourning for my dear husband, I had to plan and

study how I should menage my family., Here I was with then children.

My two older sons were going into professions, ome in the law and the
other in medicine. The next two were still very young. David was twenty
and Max was eighteen, but they were the only ones who knew mnything
about the business. I had many sdvisers. Some said, you know Mra. Dﬁvia,
you have quite a responsibility. You ought to teke in e p;r‘bner, & man
:ho would take hold and carry on. I looked st my friends end vco(n |
wishes and shaking my head said, "No, I do not want & partner, I will see
what S'I should 6e." A nother friat;d #aid to me, Mre. Davis you have mede
a success of what;vor you have uzxdertgken, 8o why do gou not t ake hold
of your business yourself. I am sure you couldrake & success of it. You
are not Bo old - you could do ite. I again looked at my other friend

and said, "Thank you, I will think about it." I did give this much
1thought- 1 felt I could learn to be @ business women and possible meke
good but would it do for my sons Who Were &o in earnest. No, I Would
rather have my sons good business men with me in the background, vthan
that I be & business women and my sons in the background. So I gave my
sons all my confidence and let them menage the best they knew how. Thank
God 1 have never been sorry for my decision for they proved themselves
trustiorthy, steady, fine business men. Of course there were mistakes.

There were worriea, but always there was a fine feeling of confidence
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betWeen us all. We did not always see eye to eye, but I felt it was their
.Work and it wae their job to find the way, I well r emember the first time
they needed money from the bank where we al ways dealt. My sons only
needed s smell sum. The banker wanted them to borro® ten thoueand dollers.
He said they needed to carry & big balance aleays in their wccount. Ten:
thousend was much too much for them to borrow so I Went to see Mre
Mchldowney, the president of the bank. I hed & good long talk with him
and told him my ckroumstances. I told him what I did with my husband's 1life
insurance. I told him he was myvbanker and it was his duty to take care of
me. I do mot want m large balance, I only want to see that our bills are
paid. Well, I am willing to give &ou all the money you want. But I
only want twenty-five hundred dollers, not ten thousand on which we‘ will
have to psay interest. When the time comes thet we will need more mone yy
we will be glad to mvail ourselves of your kind offer. But you still will
not have any balancs. What do I care for & balence. I am not trying to
work for & balance. You see Mr. ¥cildowney, 1 am dealing with two very
young mene. 1 do not want to overburden them or'apoil thems I do not
know whet effect & big balence will have on thems In & month or two we
will have lots §f‘ money, then we ®ill be able to carry a big balsnce. I
do not know if I was businesslike to tell you the whole truth Mr. MoEldowney.
He mnewered me, "You have sown the best s ense of bﬁsinesa by confidin‘g in
your banker. Yo; are all right Mre. Davis." We shook handé and from that
time on we had no trouble with the bank, unti;l & long time after we got too i
blg for his bank, but that is another etory in my life. ,

Ag time prssed on, I began tegather up the loose ends in my life. 1

commenced to go out. I $arted my work of the Hoepitel Aid Society end the
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Montefiore Hospitul. My son Allan wee in law school &8 planned. My son
'ISaac was at Johns Hopkin Medical Schools. They had to be taken care of

with dignity and reepect. My soms David and Max settled down t§ be real
business men. The other children were still very young, ranging from

about five years old to sixteen. They all had to be looked after. They

had to be educated in Hebrew, in music. I med so much to do that I often
eaid I.had no time to mourn for the mwan who wes like & father to me. He
took such care of us all. Now I wae alone. I had to d ecide what to do.
Before long I hardly knew how time wae possing, I received-a letter from

my son Itzie telling me he would soongradumte From his medicel school and
would I permit him to sannounce his engagement at the aame.time. I did

not know what I should do. Here he was just out of school and he still

had to put a year in as an interme. He did not have & cent in hie pocket.
As 1 thought the mﬂtﬁer over, I wrote him yes, he could announce hie
éngagsmaﬁt if he was sure that she waes the girl he wanted to mérry. 1

knew ﬁp_had mny girle before this one. I was told that Iwas crazy, that

I did not know w hat I wae in for, but I sa;d i would not put a straw in my
son's way. So it wes arranged that we coms to Baltimore to the graduation
andithe engagements No one knew how I felt. Here I was in Baltimore alone-
my‘husband wee not with me. I kﬁaw ho¥ he would have loved to be there for
it really was his desire thet his son should be a doctor. I have often said,
half in fuyyp, that I wee a good sckress. When the lights were up, I leughed.
When the lights were down, I eried. Many, meny times had this bsen wso in |
my life. I cene homé. I should really write about the affeir, but how can

I. I wes 8o bewildered as it was only nine months after my dear one departed.
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I took pert in all the affairs in a dazed sort of way. Iwaw the young
girle I saw the mother‘and father. I saw all the other members of the
family but I herdly knew what was going on. I t was only much later that
I began to realize what was going on though my femily hardly knew what

L was going through. Well my son came home and even though I was the
mother of the Montefiore Hospital and even though my Itzie worked there

8ll through the vacationse, when it ceme to an intefnahip, he asked me if

I would paré if he would apply to enother hospital. He had two reasons-

first the Montefiore was too close to me. It would be too hard for me

1f they refused him. Second, the Montefiore was & small hoap}tal with
not much room for mny internes. There were other reasons also. I said,
"No, my son, go where you will be most happy in your work" So he entered
£he Ste« Frences Hospital where he did very well and where he was liked
and higﬁly respected. Later Florence and her mother came here on & visit
so 1 mmde & very fine reception for her. All my friends camz to wish me
Joye Before lesving for homs, Florence and hor mother asked me what I thought
of an early marriage. I said, "You see my dear, Itzie is not & free man.
He still hes a year's work to do. It ie better that youwait the yeer.

I know it will be herd but it is better thet it is hard now rather than

after, for he would be hampered during his studies." They listened and

-

‘my son was married just a few weecks before he was though &8 an interne.

I was never sorry for what I advised nor what I have done. God Bless them.
They are & happy couple snd have two lovely daughters. One is married,
the other is not merried yet. I staked them to their homeymoon. When
they came home I had them in my home for about six monthe . I could not

have them live where my son had his office so they waited for & new

v
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-Bpartment that was being built on Oenter Avenue. Thank God my son mede
very good in his profeesiont They have had some troubls but whe is there
that does not have some trouble in life. My son hed made good in his

general mediocal work end now he ie meking good in his epecial eye work.

- I willceme to other phases of his work and family., In the mean time I was

compelled by force of circumstances to pick up my life and work both for‘
my family €nd for my charities. What would I have done without work.

Work wae the saving grace. Without work and the obligation of my work, I
migh’t have lost my mind. I could mot have stood all I heve gone through-

Who wes and is eo rich in all phasea of life as I have been and I pray to

the All Mersiful God that He grant me peace and rest now in the last days

of my life. My family and all my beloved ones and all who have loved me
oan comfort themeelves when I lay down my work, when I cam called to the
great beyoud, that I have hed & pgreat good liiu I have been rich in all

things that meke @ 1ife rich. I have had great love ahowered upon me by

?“my hueband snd children. I heve had great respect showed me by friends

and co-workers. I have had great apprdciation shown me. People have bsen
kind to me. They sorrowed w:".thb me In my sorrows. -1 han.,re hed great loges,
“have had great Jorrows. I heve had grest illness. iy femily have been i1l
end I went down with them in their sickness and when some of them died, X

don t know why I did not die with theme I pray God I be spared from now on

and I pray God that the Gates of Hesven be open to my prayer for my dear

I

children and wy children's children. I thank God for His great gifte to me.'

He has given me fine children. I thank Thae Oh Lord, my God, for they great

good gifts to me, and I pray Thee my God thet these gifts continue to the
end of my days. I pray to God that my children continue to be great good

men and women to the end of time. A men.

C N
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What I went throush after my desr husband died, only God Almighty and

1 know. 1 have had all kinds of expereinces thet I never deeamed o f£. While
my’hueband lived, I had the joy of moving into my firet home on Washington
Street. I had the joy of fixing up the home and joy of havingvnew things and
living in my own howe. I had two children by thet time, & boy end e 1little
girle I hed my dear mother with Qﬁ, eleo my brother—inplaw. Through them

I had many trials. My dear mother almost set herself on fire. I‘had
dangeroug illneeses of myself and children. It was a great joy to come back
to normal ageine. To me life was joyous. Every child thet wae born to me was
welcome. I loved life and I tried to meke the best of it. I <could &lways

seée & silver liningi;when times were bhad, I had great hope that t imes would
get better. I could always see the goode W hen we moved into our other new
home on the Bluff, I wes very heppy for we moved into a better neighborhood,
a finer home. We improved our mode of life and &ll that wae & joye Then |
the hope end ambition of having my oldest eon start to Harverd Oollege. A %
that time boys did not go to‘college 80 commonly &8 they do now. They Were |
sslected with care and hed to heve certain ability, qualifications and finsnces.
Well, it wae my husband's embition thet his sons and daughters should be highly
educated. In thebeginning of time, my huebsnd seid to me, "Annie, it is

your job to teke care of the childrente §ducation. I will dry to provide for
Lhem but you must teke care of their schooling." I think we both lived up

to our agreement, so that when Allan wes aalécting 8 college and chose Harvard,
I thought Harvard was not t oo good or too expensive for him or hisbrothers
following him. Itzie followed him efter he got through High Bchool. My dear
daughter Freda went to the P enneylvanis College for Women end so on until

all my children were through, four boye at Harvard, two at the University of
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Pittsburghs my youngeet daughter Barah eleo went to the University of.:
Pittsburgh. I kept up the stendard thet we set for ourselves in the
be;ginning of time. My Allan made good at the law once he entered it. He was
en honest men éa well es a talented one. He was & thoughtful men, s men
Whom everybody trusted. He did sc well in the law that when he died he was
@ rich man at the sge of forty~three yeers, leaving a young eon who is now
et Harvard. My dear husband did not have the Joy mor the sorrow that I had
from our eon Allan. I had &ll this after ﬁy dear one pessed awéty. ‘We had
our disappointmente But while we were together we were always hopeful, always
looking forward, so after nine years in our Bluff Street homs, Wwe moved to
our beautiful home on Alken Avenue. It was not so aaay for our BLuff Btreet,
home was &lso & large beautiful home. It tool me three years before I found
what Iwented. I did get & very good home for & most reamsoneble emounts Oh,
I can hardly tell all my experiences, the times I had in that thres years
with egents and home ownere, even though I had set the limit of about twenty
thousand. dollers, I wes show: homes for fifty, sixty-five and even to seventy-
five thousand dollare. I got socross one day I said, it wae no use. I &id
.not want to see any houses for more than twsnty thousand dollers. I felt
that was enough to pay for a home. I &lso told them not to Lbother wmy
husbend & he wes & busy man and had no time to go looking &t houses. If
they had something at my price, I would look at it. If it suited me, then
ﬁfa would take uy huband to see it, I remember right at first the house in
which we lived for twenty years wes s hown me. It looked ver;y‘gdod 1o me but
1 had fdrgotten to agk the price until I was right there, then I remembersd.
How mucp is this house? ‘The sgent said fhirty-five thousends I looked &t

the men. 1 wae very croes. I thought I. told youlv‘lht I wanted to PeYe "\'Ihyﬁ_

.
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did you bring me here. You like the location, the house looks good to you,
why not come in to s ee the inside. Yes, this house suits we very much but

I do not want to pay eo much so I will not go ine You teke me home end
don't bother me unless you have & house thet suite me et my price. So I
continued to looks I am very glad I em not as lazy as some women are in
most ceees. I remember I went to see & young friend of mine who lived on
Forbee Btreet. At first she paid forty-five dollers & month/rent, thet was
all it wes worth. When people started to move to Squireel Hill, ithe rents
got higher and higher until tnis same house which my friend was paying
forty-five dollare & wonth, in the course of time this young wopen was p&ying
two hundred and fifty dollars e month for the seme houses I said, "My dear,
for that am unt you could live in & twenty thousand dollers howme" éhe eaid,
“Well you eee, Sem hes no time to go looking at hou ses." I said, "Ehy
should Sgé g0y you éo yourself. Oh, I would not go, whet do you think I ams
I think.you are a silly women. It is good to go looking. You would learn
something.‘ I have no time because as she told me she had her card club and
other social sffaire to attend to. I never hed time for cards. I never
epent time foolishly, but I did not live & dull life., I was busy &ll the time.
.First with my howsehold and then with my charities and hospital and hoapital
aide Well, I kept on looking until one day my deer daughter Freda se¥ in the
Sunda y f;pﬁr this seme house advertlzed at 8 much lower figure. See mother,
thie house is only $2200A00. I eaid it could not be.:cAs it was on Monday
morning we called uﬁ about it and sure enough it was my house. In & half an
hour I wes on my way to see this houses In two days my husbend bought it.

It wes & fine home, he could see, but it was sadly neglected. I could see at

]

once that it needed a lot of repaire. I sald to my husband that he muet prepare
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to spend & lot of money to meke the house presentablé. He esaid if I buy

it 8t my price, I could do much. I esked the & ent toteke me to the owner.
I'said, "Do not be afraid, you will get what is couwing to you but I want

to see the owner.' Well he took us to the owner's office. Right &t once

the two men were at odds. I said, "Now look here youtwo men. I like that
house. I want it, but if you do not calm down, I will be left without &

howe and the agent without his commiseion and you without my money." Tgey
both looked at my husbend though I wae talking out of turn to bell ény one
that you like what he hes to sell. The other men thought I was rather nice
to tell hiw that I liked his house énd wented it but at & reduction. Ina
very short time he saw Iwaes right« The house needed a lo} of repair, so he
said, "I will allow five hundred dollars for repairs.” &y'husband said all
right« -There and then the mpers were drawn up and never was e transsction
more &greeably arrenged. We became friends to the end of time. In @ short

- time the tenant moved out. We really paid them for moving & little sooner
80 that we could start clesning, painting, decorating and putting in & new
bathroon. We mede a big fine aréh, a fire place in one room end we really mede
& very fine job of it. I wae very happy there. There we Were in & beautifyl
home with our ten children, all well, all handsome young men end & beautiful
daughter. Well reespected and busy, I with my femily and my outside work,
gnd my husband busy with his businees and the children with their Bchooling.
But there ie always a flaw, my son with his Writing, my dear daughter with
her beaus. Of the many men whe c ourted her, she selected one whom she }iked
best.. I”of%en wished he had never been born. The one greaf fault he had was
that he wes & great lier. He could not tell the truth. We nor my dear one

knew this until after. She never complained but I often hesrd her chution by
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him by eaying, " Now Simon " and he Would retract what he said. He wes &
physiclan. My hueband did ﬁot like him. My oldest son did not like him,
but he was very persistent. I had ssked him not to come to our house.,

1 even eent my daughter away out of town but he always cems back and by

‘his lies persuaded her. My deughter was pucha bove him in charmcter, education

and baokground, but as I said he was very persistent so he won out. One
day my dear one told me she bmd wcoepted him. After a while we aﬁnounoed
their engagement. That wes & preat disappointment to my husband and also .to
me, bui since she wes heppy, we accépted him and .made him our own, not
knowing that wes the first step to shortening her dear 1ife. My dear
daughter Freds wes warried to Simon S8eegmen on Septomber 6, 1909 or 1910.
I aleo was merried on Beptember 6, 8o she chose the same day. To me it wes
& very happy &nd prosperous days To my demr it wae & most unfortunste day.
At leae;'f; I think so or is it 'tho ‘hurt in my heart that makes me think so
unkindly of her husbend. I mede a very boautifulvvoddihg.i Af firet I
wanted the wedding st tllao Hotel 8chenley, but on considering the mstter,

I found I could not have & real Kosher dinner, even though 1 paid e very

‘bigh price. At that time it was unheard of to have Kosher weddinge at the

Schenley Hotel. 5o upon eonsulting with my florist, I deciied to build &
Marque in our garden yard. It wae a beautiful garden with roses climbing and

& fountain in the center with the most gorgeous eilver sand china and fine

‘erystal. It reallywee like Fairyland. The coromon" was held in our music

room. 1t wes very fine and very orthodox with Rabbi Ashinsky officiating
under & lovely white Batin canopy with & background‘of flowers and plents.
The bride was most beautiful. Everything wes grand. Little did I know

how short & life she Would have. I was happy in wy ignorance. It is good
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and wonderful that we do not know what is in the bagk of us. My dear husbend
let me do all the buying. I bought my daughter & moet beautiful trouseau,
fine linen, fine clothes, fur coats, both eumﬁer and wintaf, 89 she wasg

going to Europe for her honeymoon &nd later to stay there for a yewr with
her huebsand for & special course in the nose and throst work. Everything
was well for & while, then we heard that ny daughter w;s not well. She was
giok. I never knew just how long but finelly she wrote she ®wab 21l better.
Finally they came home. IWnt {0 meet them in New York. I was so happy

to have her back with me. They stayed at our home for some time until

- he started to get @ practice. Then they rented a very nice house on Hob art
Street. I did all I could to furnish thet house beautiful. I consulted
With my daughter and I told her~§hﬁt I could do and what I would do. She
was satisfied so I bought & grand bsdroom suite with a fine -rug, & grand
dining room, a‘lovely mislc room, & spare room and & den. Every room had a
fine Oriental rug. All her husband bought wae & bookcase With some books.
Everything went well but my husband 8till could not like him. I could not
understand it. My dear daughter was & fine housakeéper with everything in
order. Bhe wae & grand hostess and & lovely singer and paino playaf.' She
Was & queen among Women, both Jewkeh and non~Jevish, for she hed many Ohristiaﬁ.
friend¢. BShe was a most devoted daughter and sister, e ver ything & Twother
¥Would want. I had in her but for such & little While. ﬁy God, why did I not _
go in her place.A But I was happy. She and her husband would coms over to our
hows every Friday evening and it was like minshine ®When she was there. So
they settled down. I hed persumded my #on Allan to finish his law course,
Which should have made my husband beppy but Iveaw that all was not well with

him. We had juat decided thet in a week or so we would go to Atlentic City
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my son on his feet, 8o to speak. He had a fine training and it did not
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when suddenly he was etricken and éasa&d away in one day. I was s0 unprepared
for esuch & shock. But a8 I said, I had to bear up for my chikdren 's sake.
Thoy were young &nd they had to live. I had no right to blight their lives
vith my sorrow. So Wwhen wy son Issac +wanted to get mérried, I helped him

to get mérriod. After his marriage he juet had.to wait until patients

came to him. A doctor ie hampered by professional ethics. This was rather
hard on him. I thought if he could get & position &s & school doctor

thet at least would be doing som@thing, 80 IW'ont to inquire how &nd whers

tec go. 1 became tongue-ﬁied ~ 1 could not speak. The man looked at me and
1augﬁed,1and said, "Mrs. Davie if it were for some one else you wanted some
thing, you would knéw, but because it is for yourself you don't know how to - N ﬁ
talk.” He was an understending men so he told me what to do. Thank God my
gon did not need any oneé fuvors. He found &n opportunity to _get @ poeition
in a aéoge ag @ store doctor in Keufwen and Baer's, where Gimbels is now.

He did need five hundred dollsrs for the ssme, so I wrote to his father-in-

law to give him pert of that moneys Wsll, :

celled me & fool and & few other things becuase Isaid we should A¥ip these
children. Theye were his as well ae mine. I did get very croes and I tore
up his letter. Isaw that it would be good to help my son by glving him this

money, so I gve it to hime I am very glad that I did because it really put

take long for the people to recognize thet he was & fine medical man. He
soon hed & fine practice. He wap ;n the generel medicine for nine years then
he went to Europe for & year to study the eye epeciality., 1In this he elso
became an expert in his line. He has been practicing the eye speciality

ever since. He is Thank God one of the outstending men in our city. He
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makes & very fine income, He is & mogt loveeble men &ni & moet dutiful son.

He hee & lovely famlly, two deughters and & loving wife. God Bless them all.
After the funeral of my husb:nd, my children observed sereices at my

home for a week, Then Allen entered law school at the University of Pitteburgh.

He just had two years. He did very well in hie law course. dJust before

his examinetion, he took sick with the flu and he was 111 for about three

weeks. It worried him & lot eo thet evsn though he wae still in bed, he

started to review his work with one of the othsr men. It did him & lot of

good for he passed his Bur examinatione end in due tilme was sdmitied to the

Bar. He stiarted his law work and did very well. He was well known to be

@ brillient wen with a good mind but he etill had the bug of writing in

him and Ahe kept on writing. He hed written meny plays. In the meantime

my othertwo sons David and Mex kept the business going and &s they grew older

they improved the buéiness. They hed no trouble with credit . They hed no

trouble with their bank. We were getting along very well. My Jacob gradumted

' high school and went to Harvard. He was & splendid scholar. The other

children wers attending achool, and I wae going on with my work. Ti@e pagsed.

Even though I did not want to be president, thé women out of the goodness

of their héarts elected me time after time. I hed then served eighteen

years, then twenty. 1 told them that wae «ll. I Woula not serve any more.

Even in old Russia & men esrved twénty vears. I think thet was enough, so

in ell I served my Hebrew Ladies Hospital Aid Soceity twenty years and that

wes eénoughe By that time there wers two sspirants for the office. One was

Mre. M. Goodstone who was my secretery for all these years and the o£her

was Mre. He Finkelpearl. It 18 too much for me to tell vhet had tranepired

enough to say Mre. Finkepearl was elected after Mrs. Goodstone withdrew.
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1 did not mind very much but I wae dieappointed bezcause I knew what a splendid
worker Mrs. Goodatohe wag. Bhe was a faithful secretary to me all those.
twenty years. I aleo knew Mrs. Finkelpearl wee a flash. 8he vas & good

telker and the women admired her for the way she expressed hersslf. I am

corry to say she was not the success they all thought she would be. 8he

kept her dffice for ten years but it wes not with the love end reapect hhat

was & hown ﬁo me. After she wes elected fgr her tenth year, her very friends
told ber not to hold her office any longer. 8he resigned in the middle of

the year. OShe became embittered and she separated herself from all her

friends, for she found them wanting,then she became 1ll end it Was too dreadful .
Ohy how can I tell of these years. How can I tell all I had gone thrﬁugh.

There I was with my femily of boye. Trus, my two oldest sons ﬁere exsmpt, but
wy two :udlness sons were drafted. My third boy, Jacob, was at Harvard. He

Waé not yet of age. He wrote and msked me to consent to his enlistment. I
wrote and told him that our country hed arrenged how our sons should go to the j
army. I willingly ﬁould abide by the law thet wae passed but I did notwent
him to go one day sooner then he had to, but he did‘not listen so he enlisted
snyhow, but they found him ineligible bescause of his eyes and also because his
one arm was & trifle shorter than the other arm. I was véry gled. He was very
young. I dreaded to have my boys go, but if they'ﬁust: they must. -I did not
do.&nything to keep them.out. My son Mex for 8Ome reason élwaye se.id he wanted
to be & dough boy, but after Isew the plctures of the dough boyf and how they
were pecked like sardines in e box, I could not bear the thought of him bsing
pack@d; besides he wap such & fine upstanding wen, so eapabls, he really

was worthy of & high position. I attribute the success of our business in = ;

large measure to his ability s @ good bueinesswen end for him to be & dough
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boy nearly set me crazy. 8o when I found out that at the Schenley Park they
had opened up & training scheol forofficers, Iwrote to my son Max and asked
his permicsion to meke application for his entrance to this school. He wae then
on one of his long trips. After I hed written two or three times to him, he
gaw how distressed I wes. He at last wrote me and said "well mother dear, if
1t will nmeke you feel better, you can do what you like while I au away." I
made the apglioation for him end he was accepted. I wrote him to come home
to be ready to enter this training echool right when it opened. He did so.
They geve the men intensive training. I say men for the wholo compeny were
very fine men. The training took six weeks and et the end of that time his
number wea called. He was transferred to Cemp Wedeworth. It neerly broke
my heart to see him go away. In a day or two after he left, we received
word thet he was recommended and &ccepted at Camp Lee Training Schooi’for
offic;}s but he was already st Cam:s Wedsworth. I did not know what to do.

I consulted with my son Allan. In the meantime I EciéVed 8 letter from Mex
that he wes sending his trunk homwe. 1 was stunned as thet means thet hie
company is going scross. I did not know whet to do. W%e telegraphed him
getting no answer. We phoned him and no answer. At last Isaid to ny son
Allan, I want you to go to Cmmp Wedsworth with the trensfer papers. Allen
sald, "Mother you want m: to go." I said, Yes, I want you to go to him.

So in a very short time Allen was on his way to Mex's camp. Ali;n.wae just
in time. The reason we could not remch him wes becauss his compagy was in
éuarantine. My Allan accomplished his transfer to Cesup Lee where he trained
and was egainr ecommended to be & Leiutensnt in the Army. At this time I

do not remember hovw long he was im thet Oamp, but just as he was finished with

his training, the Armistice wes declared. While I wae so taken up with his
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welfare, I received my son David's csrd, so Iv rote him to come home at the
same timz. I notified the draft office thet David wes not home but was way
out wemt and that I ‘t.ele;graphed him to come home. I expected him home in &
few days. My son Allan was pad the age but he volunteered and was accepied.
He prepered himeelf to leave hoge. I still do not understand why I wes
perf'ectily wi“lling thet my Alblban go to the Army, even though I knew he was

to go abroad, but I was so fearful about my younger son. I asked Allan
about it and he leughed but could not give me the ansver. Maybe he was so
mich older and wae so self reliant thet I did not worry eabout him. Allen
had already closed his office, bought. his outfit end was already to go with
his company on FA day, November 12; but fbﬁe dey he was waliting for wae the
day when the glad news came that the Armistice was declered just one day
befores We were all very hap y for him, but I know he wes diaappoinlt.ed as I
was., While &ll this wes going on, my son Jacob came home sfter finishing his
College. He went into the office and teok dirge of @ll the Wwork. 1 often
wonder how he did it. While at cellege he did- not heve & cere in life, just
to lock after himself with ell the finences teken care of by the office.

»But when he hed to teke care of the office and take care of ell the ‘businees‘,
he did it as if he worked there all his life. Thank God Max and Devid came
howme not‘ long after. My son Maurice wae &t the University of Pittsburgh
when the call came fo r more boys. szas then interested in work at the
Congrese of Women's Clubs. I was & member of Directors and wae friendly with
Mre. Armetrong, the president of the Congress. Bhe was & very fine woman, @
DR, I was doing big work for the War as I was Presidept of the Hospital
Aid Soclety. I really did more than the other clubs. Mrs. A rmetrong said

to me one day, if I hed a son, I would not let him go to the Army. I said, "Oh

~
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Mres. Armstrong, you mist not sey thete" "™Well at lemst I would rather have
him go in the Navy." Wikt difference &oeg that mke, one is as dengerous

88 the other. She ;aid, "Well at lemst he would have & cleen grave " Her
wor&s 80 impressed themseivea on my mind that when it came to Meurice to

go in tréining, while he wae at’;ollege,_l asked him to go up to the Navy.

He transfefred:from the University of Pittsburgh ?o Hervard College where
they trniﬁed boye for the Navy, where he was for two years &s & gob. The
horror I hed for the werwes so great thet I could visuslize our boys being
shot down in grest numbers. I thought being president of a Hospital Aid
\Sociaty, my ébligations weré greater than any Sthert I had aﬁéed Oroes
Committee. The chairmen was a frail little womn. She wae aleo much

océupied Wwith her own business. She could nét do the work still would not
glve up the chairmenship because she loved the work. So thinking over what
shell I do as we needed anm octive chairmen. So I divided this work in

three perte and appoi nted three chairmen. One Dr. Luba Rebin Goldsmith

for first aid, one for knitting end one for linen and bandagee. I must

gay we had the most efficient committes. We did the best knitting. Our
older women knitted the finest socks ss they were expert knitters. My

Red Cross Chairmen worked very well togﬁtherf Ko sent cuses and coses of
linen and we sent cmsee and cases of goodies for the soldiers - candy, chewing
gu, cigaretth snd 11t tle personal presents. We became so well known in our
city for our Red Oross work thet when the spidemic of flu- struck us, we were
¢alled on to provide orangs juice end soup for the sick. We mede gallons and
galloﬁs of both. 1 do not know how many hundreds of gellone. Because by thet
that 1 wae stepped in sorrow ﬁnd sickness. My dear daughter Freda was very

nicely settled in her own home. Her home was very bsautiful. 1 helped her
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to buy it. I even loaned them the money in order to do so. I would have
done anything to meke her happye &he was happy the firsttwo yearse They
w;ro happy in spite of her two old maid sister-in-laws and in spite of her
mother=-in=law. They were not in the same class.as my deughter. When eh§
complained that she could not stand them, I advised her to go to see his
mother to’p&y her respects to the old folks, ﬁhan leave. But that wee

easier eald then done 80 she would.come sway from their house & nervous wreck.
Thie went on for some time. So one .d&y'wq erranged to go on & trip. My

dear daughter Freda, her husband, my son Mex and myselfs That was & terrible
trip. Her husband was deapicable. Ve ‘jusi’o had one hell of a~time. On the
fifth or sixth day, her husband tock the Wheal early in the morning. The road
was very emooth. He drove like & devil and he vode right into s Ford car
that we had seen off end on during our trip. The little car plunged d&m 8

ravine and wy dear one and I were soered almost out of our minde. My son

Mex Jumped out of our cer so fast down to the people and got them out of their

car. I thought one of the women was dead but no, thank God, she wae only
shocked. Thé other women was scratched by broken glass. The man was not
hurt at =ll. B8imon and Max took the people to a hospital. My dear daughter
wes qulte unnerved. We went back to the hotel. It wes o terrible place so

I hed her 1lie down on the porch in the air, My dear girl wes very nervous &s
I was, but it affecteé us differently. I got over my nervoueness but my dear
one tookreal sick. I gave her a dedative but it did no good. 8he cried and
oried- I laid her down on the porch sWing and for & while she quieted down.
Bhe apparently got over her fright. Her husbend mede all kinds of excuses but
in her heart she knew it was his fault.‘ He was so stubborn, so self willed,

80 ptrong like a horse. What he did wagright. He was never in the wrong.

e
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It was the first fim@ lsaw.him ee he wae. We finished our trip. We were
bound for Atlentic City. When we got there I could see my dear one was not
well, g0 after a few daye we went home. For a little while she scemed
better but not long after she knew she wes not wéll. When she spoke to her
husband, he could not see anything wrong. He himself was like iron so he
did not:béliwve sanother. BShe went to her brother Itzie. He said &t once
she was & sick girl eand to go home and go to bed. He would see her in the
worning. When he came in the morning, her husbsnd lsughed and said, there
was nothing the matter with‘Frada. And since when didlher brother know
more then he, Simon. I don't know whet hie motive wee but hé consﬁantly
disguised her symptoms. My dear girl was getting worse end worse. About
& yoar passed. Atllastwwe decided to go to Philadelphie to §ee Dr. Reesman.

There too he did not tell of her nervousness but he consulted the doctor about

& baby for there were no babies as yet« I wae there but the two men ignored

we altogether. I don't know what lies Simon told to Dr.Reesman but'I do know
he himself broke @ll the rulee and directions thet Dr. Reesmen had advised.
If her huebsnd hed deliberately set out to kill my desr girl, he could not
heve done better. Instead of letting her rest as advieed, he took her to
his sister's ho@e in Beaver Falla. W hile they were away, he dragged her
from one place to another. He vwas es strong @5 s horbe and he did not believe
thet my dear one wéa i1l. A1l this time she should heve been in bed. My God
how can I describe the heartless ithings he did. With his f&lse'laugh end
his unbelleving mind. May the good God repay him in kind for whet he did
end for what he did not do to help my demr daughter. This went on for some
time until on Beturdey morningshe called me up and when I enswered the phone

she started to cry. Iwas greatly alerued éo Isaid I would coms rizht over,

~
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which I dide I found her very much upset. I asked her what was the Matter.
Shq seld she wae sick but her husbend sgain said it wes nothing and laughing
went to his office without lettimg me know and without getting her a nurse
or giving her any encour&gement, just left her along. While I was there she
was taken with greet pein and while I wae tel .phoning for him to come home
and bring'dnother doctor with him, she started to flow and I could see thet
she miscgrried. I nede her as comfortable ae I could. I also saved what

she expslled. He then came home and brought Dw. B. B. Wecheler with him.

[

But again denied the true state of her hesalth. I told the truth of what
hﬂppen&df He shook his hesd but Simon told him other things so he listened
to Simon. My dear girl wes sick for about & week. Then he began to urge

her to gst ready to go to Atlantic City. 1 said, "Simon, if Freda was one

ef your patients, you would take betier care of hef- What is your hurry to
to to Atlentic City." He thought it would do her zood. In spite of my
better judgment I let her go. Bhe ceme back worse thean when she went BVay.

1 took her home. I tried to hilp my dear one but it seeme everything I did ,
he did not agree to. I had & nuree But she was not so good. I could not
discharge her and he would not. I was cereful of hie honor but st lest I saw
I had to bave help so I called Dr. Senes. When Dr. Banee came, he was
shocked gt my daughter's appear&nce, Again he told the doctor e lot of lies.
Dr. Banes said we will get better of her wies than we will heve to look efter
her heart, for he judged that wae the most metter with her. With the car# ghe
received at my home, she did get better, then she asked me to take her home
88 ;t‘wae too hard on Simon. 8o I let her go %o her own home. It wae in 4he
beginning §f the flu epidemic in 1918. After & few days at howe, my dsar one

gol sick and after about & Week of illness, my dear daughter died in my arme.

~
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Oh how terrible it is for & mother to see her dearly beloved daughter die. It
was only in the last day that he called in other doctors. Dr. Milton Geldsmith
Aid not knows O ly Dr. McKelvy underetood how bad she wes. He told me and

us how gravely sick she was, but it was too late. Her husbend did not

believe nor know for he went to sleep and slept while I end my son Itzie

and thé ﬁuréebstayed up with her. 8he lost .consclousness. There I was. I

saw it alle I lived to ses my desr loving daﬁghter close her dear eyes,

Those beautiful eyee full of love snd truth end honor. I had always hoﬁed

thet she would take my plece and b & mother to my children. I wanted

her tot ake hy plece. 8he was so good, 80 helpful end she wae so capable.

I wes crushed. After my husbend'es death and after my dear daughter died,

I did not know what I was. My famlly took we eway from thet sed sight. | |
They promised to bring me back the next day but the next day I was |
raving, einging and talking. I was out of my mind end very neer death nyself.
In thet dremdful time my doctor steyed with me all night. He just wemt home
for a feat and came back. After two or three days I found & men sitting et

my bedside. I ssked who was that funny little wen end they told me that he
wag my doctor. Then Irealized and Iwented to go to my daughter. They told
me I was too sicke I msked to be teken in an ambulance but I wes too sicke
They never thought I would get better, that I would live, but I lived and so
wany young women have passed away, espacialiy 80 Women who We}e with child or
after childbirth. I did ﬁot want to live while my dear one passed away.

My dear son Allen tried to comfort me for he loed her dearly. B8he was to
him the desrest sister, so in his own grief hetried to comfort me. He sat

et my bedeide night after night when I could not sleep &nd quoted the Jewish

philoephy. He quoted the Christian philosphy end he also told me of the
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unbelievere philosphy, but I found no comfort. My other cbildren did &ll
they could to help mee They got we nurses, one nurse after snother hed

to leave because they were sick. One little Jewish nurse was called to

her home because her people wsre sick. I ssked her what she wanted me 4o
give her as a going away gift. Bhe apked me for a prayer booke I was
pleased to give her a very nice prayer book thaet I hed. She nursed her
femily then went to the Red Cross ranks and there she died doing her duty
for her couﬁtry. May her soul rest in Heaven. Bhe wes & dear girl. 1

hed another dear little girl. She was like & doll dressed g}l in blue and white.
Iwanted to know who that dear little giri was. Bhe was so pretly but she was
B good nuree even though she wes not = graduste as yet. I was so happy to
learn thet she got better for she slsc took sick. It wee & dreadful t ime.
My-ais%er who Wee 80 good to me during my illnees and my d eep sorrow, took
sick end my son David who had just come back Ffrom Detroit was s0 guld to be
_home for this epidemic was bad there. I got up out of bed to greet him. We
had our dinner and he set down. I looked st him and saw that hevwas sick.
My son Itzie who was 96 busy &nd attentive to me and hie wife was to heve a
baby. Her mother came on from Baltimore and took eick end was taken to the
hospitel. His wife was taken to the hospital and she wes delivered. She
had a little boy. They were both very sick. The hoepital doctof; thought
‘she was to have en operstion but my eon sdid no, they were sick with the flu,
B0 he tried to do all he could tut the little baby died. His other baby

wag left on the street so my neice took her in and cared for her for about
two weeks. The epidémic wes draadful." Well thenk God the rest of the family

gol better. My deughter in law Florence would have been killed if her husband

-
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Insisted thet ehe wae eick. It was & Gods mercy thet he held out. Of course
1 did not know &ll this at the time. I learned of &ll this efter I got better.
Just ae my son David got better, Ireceived word that my sister needed & change
of air, o“a:gl)avid needed a change, they induced me to go &longe. I did not
want to go. I did want to get well, I did not want to live, but as David‘ hed
to get well and Aunt Ray had toget well and If I did not go they would not
g0, 80 as sick as I was, they mede me believe thet it all depended on me to
get them well. About Pebruary we all went to Atlantic Citye I took .sick

the third of October and I wue still sick in Pebrusry. My sister and David
recovered vai-yrapidly but Iwe etill sick though mud bét.‘oer. “Devid had to
g0 to New York. He gald he would leave us in Atlantic City end he would come
back forus on his way homs. I started to cry. I wes afraid to let him go
though my sister was with me, 80 he took both of us with him to New York.
David lowes to tellthis etory. He héd no time to meke reservations. Here

he was with his sick mother and old sunt in New York's finest hotel. They
hed no rooms. David told them he did not care for himself but he must have
room for his sick mother and his old aunt. The clerk said waiﬁ I'11 eee what
I cen dos After a while he ceme back with the keys of the bridal suite. That
wee all he had. David tock the suite. Well it was & eight to see us, two old
ladéea, one very sick, i n the most gorgeous rooms that we ever hed. seen in
all our lives. 8ister just gloried in such grandeur, but it did not metter
to me. We came home. I was very tired but the trip did do something for

me. I got better from then on. I a&grin commenced to take interest in my
home and in my outeide work. You must not think I did not do auything

between the time my husband passed away and the time my dearly beloved
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daughter pesesed away. There &re eo meny things I did. I will heve to
gtop to think. If it were not for the menydemands on my time ¢nd my
natural t endencies to respond to &ll the demsnds, I do belicve I might
have lost my mind. Just think, I had such a God given child f rom the
very dgy of her birth. OShe was & bleseing to me end to all thet came
in contact with her. My first child wae my son Allen and my second
child was my daughter Freda. 8he ceme to me without much pain. We
were so delighted with our little girl. My husband went to Shule

that very day to name her. 1t was Shabbps end he nemed her after his
grandmother who wae a‘very good woman, so very kind to the 1on§1y

grandchildren.whose mother died and whose Wather was in America. 8o

he named her that day and while doing so, he donated the sum of seventy~

six dollers in her honor. He also brought home with him a number of
his men friends to Brochach. He wus 80 heppy. My dear deughter
Freda grew up to be & beauﬁiful girl as well as & very good daughter
and a fine woman. ®Bhe was a fine example for all her girl friends,
by whom she wés dearly beloved. Bhe wes among the first girls to be
& member of the Zlonist Organization. B8he was one of the first
Sundey School teachers. 'Even at this late day, I meet men and women
Who were in her clasves at the Beth Medrish Hagplel. B8he belonged

to the Young Ladies Relief Bociety, also of the Montefiore Aid Society.
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Being very musical, she wes & member of the Tuesday Museical Bociety
and-the Wednesday Music Club. When she wae merried ehe became &
member. of the Hebrew Ledies Hospital Aid Society. Bhe was very
religious sp she kept & strictly kosher home. Bhe was & fine

Hebrew echolar, having studied Hebrew with her brothere. Her letters
in Hébrew end Yiddieh whioh ahé%wncte to her grandmother in Jerusalem
gave my mother great pleasure. When my Berneti!s Hebrew teacher
left him six weeks before his Bar Mitzvah, 1 was greatly worried
about.. thie. My daughter said, "Don't worry, mother, I will coach
him his Chent for his Mafter.® “She wes everything & mother could
wish for and showed great pro;uae for & grand life. 8he was teken
avay from me « from all of ue, for as the Rabbi said et her Memorisl -
Services at the Tree of Life Bynagogue, she was & great loss to our
city as well. It was well known that I could not have done all the
great amount of workwere it not for the encouragement and assistance
of my dear daughter, as well &2 my husband. 8he often said to me,
*You go mother, I will look after the salads end desserts." Even
‘;hough I alweys kept enough help, she slways was ready to ftelp the
girle. After she was merried and settled in her own home, she hed
her o¥n charities and social responeibilities. Bhe always helped

ny ma:ida when she came over to see me. She would bang up the
child;'ens‘ clothes, wash their faces, eoe to their hends. B8he wae
always héz;pful,. elways kind. 8he was & lovely singer. The house

“was £41%ed Wilh her pueice The A lumighty took her from me to heve

her in Hie garden of Eden. I was left so poor without her. No Wonder
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to me, for he had sold everything that belonged to my daughter, even to |
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I was sick 80 long. The wonder ie that I could live et all. I could

go on and on extoling her velues. Very often in my great sorrow,

I would blame her husband for her untiwely passing ewey. He wep not

worthy of her. He was not deserving of such a wife and maybe thet

is why the good God took her. 4e & doclor, he did not help her. He
vap very selfish and in hie selfishness he did not sec ho¥ he was
mistreating her. 1 pray God to grant me the pover to forget hime.

He was so false to me. After ii was all over he lived at my home.

Ve all gave him our sympathy and every consideration, but he constently
lied to me and to us. When I a}eked him whet he did with hie housshold,
he said, * On, it is ail 'Ehere.' 80 one day when 1 felt I had to

have eoma“consolation. I went t; eee Mrs. J. Leonard Levy, the Rebbi's
wife, to esk her what I should do to help me in my great sorrow, for els
also had susteined & great loss in the loss o her husband, Rabbli Levy,
& most &ble man &8 compared to ithose that folloved him in his pulpit.
He wap & great men for bad it not been for his work &and ebility and
accomplishwents, neither Dr. Goldenson nor Dr. Freehoff- would have had
the place nor position which he so ably filled and left. No, ehe could
not help me nor cénaple me. I just had to bsar my sorrows Being in |
the neighborhood where my dear deughter lived, I thought that I would
go over to her home Where ehe 1t1ved and died. I had expected :oo find |

her home intect es Simon said it was. W¥hat & change it wes. He lied

the last pisce of furniture. He sold everything in the first week of

2t
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mourning, sold everything to the women who bought the house. It broke

my heart that they had taken evepything, her silver, her linens; her
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ruge, her plctures, her diamonde, and all the ‘eime telling me thet he
could not sell anything, sitting st my teble, eating my food, sleeping
. in my home and scting so falee. The only thing left wes the pienoc.

He could not sell it for it was @& grand plano &nd no one wanted it.

It wes too fine. I never dreamed that one could be so felse. He wae
the greatest liar thet ever drew breath. I hed been unable to go to
her fuher&;,' and I wae too sick to go to the cemetery for months.

Thie one thing he did for me, he took me to the last resting place of
my dearest dear, knowing how false he was to me. How I ever lived
through that ordeal, I do not know, but a8 I lived through the great
loes of her own dear self, so I lived through the loes of all she
possespsed. Everything wase hers, he brought nothing from home. I do
not want to put inw riting e lot of things that would explain my
attitude tovarde him end his despicable family. May the good God
repsy him and hie for what he did to my dear one. On thie day,
January 24, 1941, efter so many years in which I have suffered great
losses, in w. ioch I have been eick so meny times, I want to thank God
for ell Hie gooinese. I pray to God every day tiat He w11 let the
gates of heaven open to my preyers, that He grant long life to the rest
of my children and grend children in health, in happiness and in prosperity.
., That they all live efter me, and that I have the daving grace to have
my beloved ones escort me to my last reeting place according to our

- custome end traditions. I will try to be ready and unafraid teo go
when my time comee. I am olde God granted me my full three score years
aLnd ten and now He is giving me additionsl years. MNay my lest years

be as helpful tot hose I love es my first years were. I have tried to

help meny, weny others. I have been told I have helped otherss I have

.
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often been told to write down sume of the many thinge I have done, but
hov cen I mAke them interesting written down ae when I tell of the meny
" thinge. ‘I heve not the power nor the gift of writing. But there are
some thinge that one must telle. They must not be forgotien. 8o I

will pess over & great many years; Yeare of grief, of sorrow, of
heartache, aleo yeare of joy, of happiness and of eccomplishment.

I will have to come back to my own 1ife leter, but now I will tell of
two or three lives that I know I have mede full end complete.

My youngest deughter, Sarah, esked me to shop for her new little
baby. They were to come home the next day from the hospital to her
own'beauﬁt’ul home with her neibﬂ-by whomse she Welcomed ao-w eli. Her
husband, her oldest little daughter, Mexine, & re there to welcomé her
home« BShe hes her nurse to help teke care of them for the first few
week:s". I thank God every day for all my blessings. While I was looking
over the things that Sarah commiseioned me to buy, & young Woman ceme
over to speak to mes I was delighted to see her, for aheb was one of the
children that I raised in the Jewish Home for Babies and Children. She
also wae there to buy for the blessed event that was coming in sbout
%o months. 'Seeing hex then. took me back about Pifteen years to the
time that I firet became president of the Jewieh Home for Babiee and
Children. I did not know much about this Work, bui the out- going
president, Mrs. M« A. Goodstone; asked me so earnestly a yesr to >tuo
before to help her in thie gréat and nobl e work, eo I allowed myself
to be drawn in at first as Ohairsen of the Ho uss Gommittee; Then I wae
actuslly, drafted to becoms Preeident. It wae # trewendoue job I under-

took, espcially as we had & very inefficient superintendent and bed help.
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I found & great number of children, boys, girle, littls babies, from
the ages of infancy to blg girle. It was the girle that bothered me
most. I gave the man thirty days to ehow me some improvement in the
establishment. Afterthls thirty deye I found many, meny things wrong

o I discharged this man. He tried to meke trouble but he did not
9ucce,§d. ‘1.. took stock of the most precious = that wae the boys and
girls. {1 found ebout five or eix outstanding children among them.

One was thie yo\mg,; womén and & few others. The first thing I engaged

& new udperi.n’oendent and this tock some wesks. I could not allow this
place to be left without proper care, so I hired a very fir® men for
thirty days. He did not know how to conduct such 2 home, but as I

had & religious supervisor and a few s I was aesured that all
would-be well. The firet hard tesk was to take all the girls to &
women doctor. There lére all kinds of rumors. I will be ever grate-
ful to thie doector. After a thorough exemination, she told me thﬁt all
wae well with the children. Of course Iiecame greatly interested in the
human side of the work. The childrens' welfare came first. The aspect
of the home later. Were I to tell all that I had to do in thet first
year, 1 could write & book about it. But I want to tell about these
three or four girla. A s BoOD as we engaged our superintendent, he was
& very young men who was married about a month after he arrived in
Pfittaburgh; I toock up the educational condition of the children, for in
that first month I found that Mr. Bell, the men I discharged, lied to

me about their grades. These older children were really good, nice girls.
1 talked to them about what they wanted to do. Like all children of

their ages, they wanted impossible things. I let them finish their
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public school and then they started high school. They were given

Hebrew lessons, then I started them to Sunday religious echool. 1

got tutors for those that needed extra help. I had young ledies cowme

to play for them and they learned to dence. I gave them all edvantages
80 that they come to me with all their problems. When they were in

their last year of high school, they told me one wanted to b& a teacher,
for she dearly loved my daughter Sarah ¥ho was thedr Sunday School
teacher. The other wanted to be & nurse like the nurees we had in

the Home. I saw that they were talking like children. I took them
around and said, " You know I am your friend. If you have confidénmces

in me, I will'ddvzae you to your best advantage. You eee, my’dears, you
are mow sixteen ysars old and you have no money. To be & teacher, you
have to go to college for four years then ithres years to = training
school, then you have to wait for en opening in some schools The seme -
holds good for you who want to be a nurse, for the standerd of mursing
is now very high. You have neither the time nor the money to do this.
Neither have 1 the money to do this for youvfor so many yeare. I would
advise you to let me take you to the Iron City Buﬁiness College to

teke training for a business course. 1t will take you about one year
and then you could bs out on your own." I still remember how the great
big teare came welling up in their eye;, how my own heart contracted and
how my own teare started down my face. We all had & good cry, then 1 aeked
them to try to trust me as Ireally wanted to do the best for theme After
their high school gradustion, I took them &8s I promised. Inﬁ years time
they finlshed. Two girls were very bright. I am very heppy to say thet

they both got poeitions = Leah at Joseph Hornes, one of our fine stores,

N
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and the other s & bookkeeper for an auto company. They both worked up
from the very lowest pay to about thirty dollars. Leah held her position
for yesre, even after she was married. The other one, Gertrude, was

not quite so lucky. She took sick and we put her in the Montefiore
Hospitel where they took the best care of her. The doctor disgnosied the
case 28 & ‘tubsrcular kidney. They operated and she became cured
completely. I went to see the doctor and he told me thet @Gertrude must
not stay in Pittsburgh. She must go to Arizoma. "Why, deoctor, that

poor child can not go sany where. She hae no one but me and us of the
Home, no father or mother. Her little brotheris still at the Home.

How can she go so far awey. Bhe will die of lonliness. Herel can do a
lot for her. Wid she say she will go when you told her?* No, ehe

said that even if Mrs. Uavie tells her to go she will nc;t. go. I had

a talk with my little Gertrude. I told her if she promised to take care
of herself, I would help to take care of her. 8o that was & promise.]

L got her & nice home to live in. We puid beard for her until she started
to work agein. I went to the man she worked for end asked him to get a
rug for her feet, also to ksep the office warm, otherwise she would heve
to get another place. Her boss liked herwork so much he did all I asked.
She work there until she merrisd. Oh yes, she merried a very nice young
man., When Gertrude wes to be narfied, I inquired from Mrs. Weitzman how
she was for clothes end thin.s. Mre. Veitzmenwas sorry to say thet Gertis
séen‘b all her money fool iehly, also did not take cere of her olothes, se
thet really she had nothing. Neither had her young men, though he wes e
very nice young men, end very capable. He had some money, but lost it all,

the eame a8 & greet meny otherse I went home and thought the metter over.
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I decided I would somehow relse e c¢ertain sum of money to help these

tWo young people in a nice way. So I decided to mske & nice reception
.t.o announce her engegement. I invited ell my friends. I +told them

I wanted them at my reception but I also wanted them to send my little
girl nice presents. 1 did everything to meke e very fine affaire I

had the house beautifully decoreted. I set a very beautiful table with
all the fine refreshmentes I was very happy by the personal ettention
of all my friends and some of the people of the Home. I received a

sun of money from & clue of young women to buy Gertie & ocoat, twe dresses,
underwear, shoes, silk a_tool;ings ’ handkerchief_s, a bag, & het and every=-
things that mekes up & girls coetume. When the affair wes over my ‘
home looked like & store. I was highly pleased. Viit;h a little effort
and a g_re&t deal of kindness, I wes able to set this young girl up in
life without the grinding poverty that she would heve hed to etart 1ife
with. Ineddition, I went to the board meeting the next week and reported
ell thet wae done. The women were very glad. But I seid es a board it
would be nice to give Gerile a nice gift = a rug would be very good. 8o
they all pitched in and I bought her & rug that ehe is still using.

I personally gave her & pair of fine sterling silver candlesticks, which
she told me she uses every Fridey night. My little Gertrude expx:aased
herself very beaut‘ifully and is v;ry grateful for this goodness to her
from me and the otherladies. 8he married dnd in dué time she hed a
lovely boy. A few yeare leter she got a litile girl. The little femily
come to see me from time to time. Her husbandis & very fine men. He is
meking good in hie position and some déy they will be very well off.

And on this day when Iwas so happy with my daugher's recovery, and home~
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coming, I met the other young girl. Legh. who aleo merried e very fipe
young man, after he finished his law course. This day o which I write,

I 'met Leah in the infants department where she was buying for her coming
baby. It mede me very happy to see her look so well and Bo prosperous.
8he made me promise to come to see her When her baby came. There we eat
reminiscing about the time we all oried together and about their schooling.
Bhe admitted thet I was quite right knowing what was best for them. Leeh
told me about her brother Oarl. He wae doing eow ell at the University
of Pitteburgh. He ies in his Junlor year. Through the kind efforts of

my dear daughter Sarah, we gqt him inte the Pi Lambe Fraternity. He did
do well thet he wee elected president. Before he Pinished his Work at
tﬁe university, I hed a telk with him. I found he had & tough time with
money metterse. | I thought it too bed that & young fellow should be so set
about the ways and meanse. 8o I tock him down to the benk where I thought
these two children had & little money for years and yeers. Leah told me
it was no use to inquire for this money as the bank closed end her money
wae lost. Her husbend hed looked into ths matter and the benk said there
wae no money. But I could not give up so eesy, so I made en appointuent
with Leah and we went to the bank. After a good deal of searching, 1
found there was three hundred and fifty dollars coming to hen Leah
received a check of forty-five doliare at once and the rest of the money
wae given to her from time to time., I felt thet Carl should have some
mo;'zey algo. Bo I took him with me and againafter e great deal of searching,
we found that the benk had about three hundredand fifty dollars of hie
money. I made & demend for this momey. The men in charge said thet since

Carl was etill & minor, that I would have to get & court orderor wait until
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Oarl wast wenty-one yeers old. Ay hie birthday wee to be shortly, we
thought we would wait. I know that getting this money was & real @od
aeﬁd to hime I could tell many, meny storiee about my work in the
Jewish Homs for Bebies and Children, but I must go back to my own life.
How I worked, how I tried to raise my family, how constantly I advanced
in my work for the Montefiore Hospital, how I helped in the work of the
Congress ofiWomen's Olubs, how I worked and helped the B'nai Isredl
Congregtion and the B'nai Isradl Sisterhood. These thinge I did with the
encouragement and ase;‘.atame of my dear daughter Frede and my sons. How
i ever could do aixy thing after my deer daughter Freda passedgwsy, I do
not know. I could not realize the great calamity that had overteken me.
1 was too sick to see my dear one after that one lest look the day she
died. The good God was good to me. He took 8ll knowledge ewey from

mee I Juet laid there. I wanted to die, I wanted to die with my daughter.
i was selfieh, I wanted to escape the heartache of my great loss. I gust
moaned end muttered while the dreadful disease was taking so many young
ppople. I just suffered. My son Allan tried with his knowledge and hie
learning and his wise worde of consolation. David and Max with their
steady industry and reeponsibility to bueinees and with the help of God,
for He is good, for Hie tender mercies endure forever. Time is al‘ao a
great hea ler. Ase I grew stronger ~and better, I again picked up the
strande of my life. I used to say thet if my husband had lived ten maxre
yéars, I woula not heve mourned, but it ie not so, the ten years passed
end I mu:ss my husbend just the same. Then my dear dsugher died. It ie now
a great meny years and I still mise my dear daughter. 8he whom I hed

expected to take my place, to be the mother of my femily. B8he would have
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been suoh & grend mother with her dear arme around me. I can still feel
their pr.easure'. My son Isaac was & great comfort and joy to me. God bless
him with his desr femily. He could not do very wuch for me as he was busy
with his oWwn family. O;ly when any one ofus weresick, he certainly Qae &
grest help and comfort to ue all. I think I worried more for him then
neceseary. He lived on Center Avenue all these years. My dear daughter
Freda helped to buy and furnish their home. They lived very happily.

There they had their firet teby. God blese her. We czlled her Barnette,
Barney for shart. She was nemed after my dear husband, Barnett. After
their other baby came and went, time passed on end God gave them ancther
little girl baby. I did nét 'Ut.in'b them to iive in such close quarters.

As I eaid, their eecond baby came right at the time when the epidemic

wae 8t ite height. I wes sick, my Fréda just paseed away, Florence,

God Bless her, had gone to the hospitel %o be confined, hermothar came
from Beltimore end took sick and was put in the hospitel. In the meantime,
little Barney wem left on the sireet so to s peak. My son was beside him-
aelf with ell his ev¥n trouble and trying to help those that needed his
asslstance., A nlece of mine saw this child and took her in. Itzie after

& day or ®o looked around for his baby girl and found her at my niece's
house. They were rocking her to esleeps The more they rocked, the less
pleep., Finally tfxey asked Itzie how does he put.'the beby to sleep: He
gaid to put her in her erib, turn out the light and the baby goes to sleep.
Théj triadb this end it worked all right. Well, thank God everybody got
well. My David came home. He was so glad to be home. We had our dinner
and David rested after dinner. I looked et him and ee/ something wes

wrong. I esked David, " Are you i11?" He sa 1d no thet he was only tired.

- -
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I took his pulee and found it very fust, so I sent for the doctor.

The dootor found him very eick. He wae ill for about tendaye. Thanks
~be to God, he recovered very nicely. My sieter also got sick, then

one night I received e cell from my eister that she was very sick. It
was then I tried to pull myself together. The doctor said that we
should all go to Atlantic City. I went ﬁnd ve all came backv ery much
refreched. I grew .etronger a8 time paesed on; My little girl was
getting older a8 were all the boys and they needed my care. My little
girl does not ramember her father at all and she remembere her sister
only & little. Freda ueed to call her little sister "my late little
sieter, you came to late for me.* The year after my dear k-zueband died,
my Albert took sick with pneumon&a. He was & very, very sick child.

I wae wild with> terror. 1 had nursss for him. The night nurse could
not m‘hnage him end day and night I ueed to get in bed with him and

hold him in my arme to quiet him. He wes very delirious. One day he
wanted oherries, ancther dey he wanted a dog and when he was verybead
he wanted to jump out of the window.to eave his baby sister. This day
hewas very bad, he bhad been talking all day and all night. I san’o for
the doctor agein. The doctor did not know what else to do, so he gave
him & sedative. It seemed he hardly had the stuff down thet he fell
esleep in my erms. He slept for mbout two hours and we could all see

~ that he was better. His color got better, and hi\a breathing wae better.
I did not dare move when he opened his eyes. We saw that his reesoning
mind came back to hime I thanked God for his goodnsee to me. A lbert got
better and 1 again commenced to look about me. I eaw that the place

where my son Itzie lived was getting orowded. My Florence wes to have
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another child.’ She was much afraid of a hospital snd her own home \
was amell and crowded. Hez" mother, who had a very large home in
Baltimore, wuld not invite her to come there. I said, "Don't worry,
Florence, my dear, I will give you my room and you can have your baby
in my home." 8o it was arranged. She came to me about nine o'clock in
the morningQand her baby was born about twelve o'clock. She waes a
dear tiny three pound' baby, God Bless hers She is now twent y~one
years old and is looking for a nice young man. I pray God she gets
one that will be worthy of her. |

I was é.lwaya doing 8o mething for somebody. If it was not in
my oWn home, it was for someone outside of my howe. We brought over
tWo cousins from the old country. One wae Leon Ginsberg and the other
Looﬁ Eeterson. We kept them, senmt them to school and we taught them
the Americen way of life. Then Eli came. He did not etay so long
but it took monthe to get them on their own feet. Then I had Rabbi
Samuel Cohen from the Theological Seminary of New York. Then as my
children became older, each one brought me one or another of their
friends. BSome were very fine, some not 8o fine. I remember one
gentleman came here to leocture at Carnegie Music Hall ~ timt was when
my husband was etill with us. This gentlemen was a great friend of
nmy Allan. Mre Percy McKye, a writer, a poets Ireally did not know
¥hat a great wan he was and how much greater he was going to be. i
But he was a friend of Allen's, so I welcomed him. He could only stay
for the evening. He did not want to see &ny one, only to be with Allan.
S0, I made my usual dimner with Mn MoKye as our guest. We all sat dowﬁ,
Pa, the children and I. I never saw anyone enjoy & dinner so well. It

was very pleasant. We allt alked, we argued & little and our guest felt
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quite 8t home. He did not want to move from the table. Then When we
woent into the library, he did not went to move them there. He wee so
" content that Allen had to remind him two or three times that he would
be late for his lecture. In the course of our cénvereation, I said,
“Nr. MoKye, do you know you ate & perfectly kosher dinner end without
butter.® *I nover uiseed & things I enjoyed every bite and your
delighti:‘ul“family are the best ever. " I only regret that I have to
hurry away.' He left that night. I x;ever saw him again though he kept
up his ﬁ;e;adship with Allen to the end.’ I had in my home another of
my Allan's friends. His resl name wae Will Wright but his_book name
was‘ S, 8. Dines. He aﬁayeé. wWith ue three or four days. He only came
for one day, but ae he eald, he enjoyed being in my home. He was &
very handsome fellow. He eaid he loved my home, my meals, ny family
and m-y little baby girl, but he was & pig. My Allan told him eo in &
very curt, short letter. Later he wrof.e & letter of apdlogies to Allan.
1 have had some of the very fineet men and women in my home. I heve
had some thet were not 8o nice. One of the nice young men was 2 friend
of my son Maurice. They came homs from Harvard. It seems tiat he is
from a vory‘formal home where they have butlers and menwaiters. I saw
that he enjoyed the soup we eserved and he leoked longindy at the tureen
that 1 was serving from. Ia sked him if he would like & second helping.
“May I," he asked?" *Yes, you may and welecome.* I never saw eny men
| ;njoy hia dinner s(; ‘;ell. I never ha(il such a éood tasting dinner ss I
had here. May I come &gain dear Mre. Davis, I feel more mt home here
than I do at my own homs. Thet was the wey I always econducted my home

then and that is the way I donduct my home now.
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To come back to the time after Freda was born. My son's apartment
seomed awfully cruwded so I commenced to look around for house for my
son Isaac. I really do not understand women of today. They cen buy
coats, dresses , they can spend money right and left, they meke beautiful
parties, they spend lots of money on meking elaborate luncheons and
dinners, but when they ought to meke some change in theix howe, or
to go iobking for a home, one would think they were aeked to do the
vmoat impoesible worke As for me, I love to do this kind of work now
ae I did yesre ago. I looked for & house for my sons I found one
on Liberty Avenue. It seemed to me %o be & house of groat possibilities.
1 do not remem er the deteils, tut after looking the house over, my
son decided to buy it. I was rather fearful for they did not cerry
our the plan of getting en income from the house, but when 1 heard my
son aay, “Mother, you don't know what it means to me to have euch
fresdome here for the little ones,” it mwade me feel that I had done
right, After Living there for eome yesrs, I sew tiat while the houss
¥ap worth €11 he paid for it, it was not the house thet this little
family ought to have. So, I again looked around end found another
house on North Negley Avenue where ihey ere living at the present time.
In looking for & house for him, I got acquaintédwi th & young pen from
& real estate office. He showed me some very nice houses. As‘ I had
an order from my sister to hunt her & howe, I_ told him to look eround
-~ for me. I got very much involved with him in e deal, but that is enother
etory. 1 went looking for & house for my sister. I found a very fine
house on Millvale Avenus. I inquired about the house and found that the

egent was Leonard Aronson of the Aronson real estate committee. When
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I inguired about the house, he said, there were two houses and that I
would haQe to buy the two. I explained to him thet I needed thie house
fﬁr my eister who wae living in Orefton in her own house, but she wanted
to come back to Pitteburgh. B8he very foolishly left herself without &
house the year before. I called her attention to the feot thet she
should stert in the summer to £ind herself a house. 8he said, *Annie,
that is your job. I can't go around locking for & house, you will have
to do thie for me.* I wae a broken and busy women, but when sha.said

it was oy job, thoz.‘lgh she had & young lady daughter, a son end a daughber-
in~law, I thought and felt it was my job.  Well, the houses were cheap
and I thought we could f£ix them up and sell one and my eister conuld live
in the other. I sent my son ‘Allan to negotiate with Leonsrd Aronson, we
%ere friends at the time. They met in my son's office, whichw aa the
same building, the Union Trust Company, &8 the Aronson's of' fices.
Leonard said it is now five o'clock and the girls have left the office.
Let tﬁe matter rest until morning. Sure enough in the morning Leonerd
called my 4 llan and said thet he had sold the houses for more money.

My eon said how could you do such a thing, to dubl e croes me for a

few pal trie dollars. We hed.this deal closed last evening and now you
tell me you sold the houses. Allanwas & 8 oross @s a bear. He tole him
never to speak to him egain as he did not want to talk to any one so low.
I was very croves 00 Ivas very anxious to have these houses, so I
inqv;lired Who bought them. Iwas told that a Dr. Mishkin bought them.

1 knew Dr. Miskin. I knew him as not & very good doctor at that, but as
he knew me, I wes sure he would let me have the houses, either one or

the two,sepecially if I told him the circumstancee. Bo, I went to the
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doctor's offi;e and told him my etory. He eaid he knew all ebout it

but he wanted to make esoms money on the deals I suid, & 11 right, I
vould p ay him a good days business if he would let me heve either one
or the two houses. Hoc seid mora lly they belong to you, but I waﬁt
money. Whét do you call & good daye bueiness. I said, I will give

you five hundred dollars. He laughed at me and told me to send Allan

to him. I would not send A 1la n to him. I knew A llan would not deal
with suck ¢ fooks and I told him so, I told Allan atout my conversation
and he said, “Mother, how can I talk with such thieves.” I thought

that was etrorlg languege not knowing all the facts, but _1ater I found
out that this Miskin wes a blind for the Aronsons. When‘they sold a
house he would buy it instantly foi'moro money. The person Who bought the
propert in the first place would become anxious and pay more than
Miskin and the Aronsons would divide the profit. But ae I would not
sive more than the five hundred dollars, for once they were left with
the two houses on their hands. When I was leaving the doctor extended
hie hend to me s&'ying “Goodnight" but I would not take his hand. I said
“Doctor, I would ﬁot egake hande -with you after what you have done." “es,
';.he houses are yours morally, but youe eel have them." You ean lo el.::‘them.
I left his of fice and I never spoke to him nor to Leonard since then. 1
found out in later years that he was called a stool pigeon.

After that experience, 1 still wes looking for other houses. I
found o ne on Nar th Negley Avenue. My eister loved it and lived there
in comfort for meny years. My son Alllan made all the arrangements for
her. 1 loaned her the money Which she paid on the house. I had to wait
three yeare for the repaymsnt. My banker ecoldedr/qg)r doing this but I

folt 1 hed to help my sister live in a nice home and there she was very
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happy. She lived in & beautifulihome and she died there. After thet

her daughter lived there until she lost it by not paying the texes, the
interest and so forth.

It was during end through these t ransactions thet I met a young

men 4 did not know how to take. Hs was a young end handsome men. He
trailed after me for some time. He showe me some property which I said
ebma were good and some not so goods Then one day he eaid, "Nrs. Davis,
you are the mother of a number of sons." I said, * Yes.! Wéll. ‘could
Yyou find room in your heart for anothergaon. I wa;ut to Be your son if
you would adopt me« I eaid all right. f’le became great friéqu. I told
my femily about my adopting a nonw=jew. The jihad 8 good laugh here.

1 was & good orthodox Jewish woman adopting @ non~Jew. I did not mind
thelr laughter. I kept in touch with this boy for & long time. We

would have many talks together. He had no mother and seemed to derive
great- pleasure in celling me mother. One dey hesaid, *Mother Devie, I
want to ehow you some property." I sedid all right. He took we to 8t. James
Streets There were two lovely Oentar Hall houses each worth twenty- five
thoueand dollers. One would be sixteen thousand and the two could be
bought for thirty-thoussnd dollars. I looked the houses over. They

Wore beautiful but how could I buy 8o much property. He said, "Let us buy
these.” I know I could sell them for much more in about four weeks." 8o
I gavehhim five hundred dollars and ke gave five hundred dollars hend mone y
and in four weeks I would have & profit of about four or five thousand
dollars. Well, when the four weeks were near, my adopted son who was eo
fond of me, fe}l in love with a very wealthy widow, ran eway and got

rerried and went to live in Oalifornia. There I was witht wo houses on
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my hands. My own sons did not know anything ebout my money project.

But the time came when I had to confess. I did so in fear and trembling.
But my sonse » God Blese them, were not near ae hard es they could have
been. They said they would eee what they could do but first I should
go to Mr. Childe from whom I bought the houses end ask him to telke

these Babk. i would be willing torforfeit the thousand dollare hand
money Which we had given him. Ul expleined the whole matter to him,

how Mr. Denney su&denly and unex;;eotedly gét werried and moved away

and as I was not in the. real estate business, I could not handl® this
property so I would ask him to teke these back snd he could 'kcepp the
money. He looked &t me and turned the conversation to verious other
subjects. Then he looked up at me endeaid, "I'11 tell you what you
should’.do." I said, “Yess, tell me.* "Well; you don't pay me. I

will sue y:)u so I wili get my money.'} I looked at the men to see if

he were in earnest. He seemed malic;.cualy in earnest. 8o I said, " ur.
Childe, I thought I had explained the situstion to you. 1 wes willing
to loose the thousand dollars to you. If I had wanted to be sued, I
would not have come here. I also thought I wes talking to & Christien
gentlemen but I see you are neither e gentleman nor & Chri etian, so I have
nothing more to say to you. Good day." I saw he was squashed. I came
-home and told my sone the result of myaviait.. They put the houses up
for sale. I am very happy to say that whiie they had & 1little trouble
and worry, they got sll their money out and some profit on the trans-
action. A s for my Denny, I never heard from him since that first

messegothat he got merried and wes very happy.
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I could go on and ontelling of all the fool things I did. Bome
are very interesting and helpful to lots and lots of people. I never
spered myself or my money. My one thought was if I could help any
one I wanted to help them and I peslly did help. A nd such Bﬁor;'se came
to me reallystranger then fioction. One day & little woman came to me.
I saw she was heavy with child. 8he said she was just coming homs
from work - she wes & copk in e restaurant,=- and she thought she would
come to me before she went home to &k me to help her to the hospital
when her time came. 8he told me her story. She had six other children
end she was baving trouble with her men. He left her and mé_rried
another women efter she .boreA 8ix children to him. 8he said, “Mrs. Davie,
he iz my husband just as if I stood under the marriege oanppy‘with him
before & Hebbie L know no other men but 'him and now he left me. Not
only that but he took one of my boys away from me." I told her not to
dietress herself by telling any more of her story.‘ I promised I would
teke care of her when her time came, which was to be in about six weeks.
1 took her neme end address. Also I told her to t elephone me when she
needed my service. In the meantime I investigeted. Allshe told me I
found was the truth. 8he worked very steady @s & cook. She took cere
of her children and no 6‘bher men cawe tossee her, only her man @& she
called him. After he married, one of the eociml Workers took thi‘a
nwoman and this men into court. Without much acio, the judge gave one
of her boye to her men, recognizing thet this man was the child's father
as were all her cther children. This unfortum te wWomen wes not bad, she
mad & bed bargain and was without the law. A week later she came to me
again. Bhe told me her man end his wife were moving to New York end

taking her boy with them. She did not Want this other women to heve her -
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boy so she kidnapped him and has moved to enother part of the citye.
She wanted me to know her new address. 1 hurriedly told her not to
give me her new eddrees. I explained to her that she could get me
any time she needed me. I was sure the social worker would come to
ask me where she lived. If I did not know, I ecould truthfully say

1 did not know. This poor little herassed women understood me and
went away contents In & dey or two, sure enough the sociel worker, a
Miss Nafxna Oppenheimer, an old meiden lady, came to me to &sk Whers
Mre. Horwitz moved to. I told her truthfully I did not know. You
promised to help her, didn't you, she said. Yes, I did and I will
when the times comes. Now see here, Mre. Davis, I wili peport you

to the judge and he will cite you for contemffof court. Then we
willz;.eee. Miss Oppenheimer, why don't you let up on thie poor w"oman.
She  is with child. We are taught that e woman with child should be
kindly dealt with and bamanity ehould prompt us to be kind to & woman
in such condition. Ipstead you hound her and she had to run awey from
you. You &s & woman should at least leave her until after her ordeal
is over, then you could cerry out what you think is your duty. 4e it
ie you are meking it nice and plessant for two able bodied people who
vronged this women whether in the law or under the law, she is the one
®¥ho suffers mentally and phyeicajlly. Now you let her alone for the time
being. No, Mre. Davis, I will not let her alone. I wWill put her in
Jail for kidmepping. You know where she is and you have to tell me.

I againsaid that I did not know where she lived. Frankly speeking, I
¥ould not tell you if I did know. I Would not be a party to such

oruelty. I again asked her to let up for the present t.ime,'but not,
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she went away from my home vowing she would have the la w after me.
I said to go shead. This social worker, what did she know of love for
e ﬁﬂn, 8 child or any one. B8he was & social worker and she did not
evén understand thet her first éuty was to help the oppressed. This
plain, modest Mre. Horwitz, &s ehe said, she loved this men &nd lived
with him ae his feithful wife. She thought she was merried to this
man forever. She wae worn out with child bearing and work, but he,
thé scoundrel, left her as soon as he got & younger and stronger Women.
I must say I never heard from Miss Nannle nor the Judges I think the
Judge was more understanding. A few weeks after, Mre. Horwitz came
to me again to thank me for my kindnese to her, also to tell me that
her sister came on from New York and was taking her and all her children
ho me wi@h hsr'wha:a ehe would have & good home. This sister had more
love and cherity in her heart then all the sociel workere put together.
I could tell many stories of social workers. They do not knoWw the first
principle of social work. I must not teke the time to express the
contempt I have for most of them =~ Jewish and non~Jewish.

To come back to my son Itzie and his dear little family. One
even1g$~1 went over to vieit them. All was well. Iwee much better
in health. Iwes doing my work outside end in my home. My family
vwere well and the businese wae goi;g goodf I had lived to become
normal what with eall the love surrounding me and us. My son Mex waes
‘Ehe most loving son. His one reesponeibility wae his mother and his
sister and his brothers coming next. ‘He was & large handsome men with

8 golden voice. To hear him sing wae & treat. He eang &e netural es &
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bird singer, & most naturel tenor voice. ¥hen hie friends would say tlet
he should have his voice trained, he would laugh and say he would
rather be & good businesesmen than & bad singer, but he wae both. I
attribute the success of our businese to the fact that David and Mex
were such & perfect team. David wes the finance men and Mex was the
go-getter. He was full of life, of laughter and of song. I shall
never for_geﬁ the firet iime I heard him sing. Iwae buesy upstaire doing
something when I heard such beautiful einging. I wondered who it

could be . A fter Ifiniehed I mme down and asked who was here singing
sobeatﬁfilly. They told me no one was there. Then who was singing.
Why thet wae Max. I could not believe it, so I had him eing for me.

He léughed but he sang. Ivweas amnzed as it seemed his voice came to
him all at once. He had great initiative ability. O ne Sabbath
mornin‘g I was to Shule end there I met two men and two women from

New York. They ceme out to our Eset End Shule. I saw that théy vere
strangere eo I spoke to them. They complained thet our city had no
kosher resteurants end they had no Where to go for dimnner. I said thet
is 8o but if they would come to x‘ny home I could serve them & perfectly
good kosher Bhabbos dinner. They were very glad to avail themeevles
of my invitation. Just before 1 started for home, I ealled up to tell
my meide to set the teble extra nice &nd to serve the Bhabbos dinner
“at lunch tire. When 1 came home everythingwas so perfect. I told
the girls how pleased Iwae with their work. Thet is not our work,

that wae Mr. Max. He looked after everything. We just did what he
told us to. While he was not & very handy men, yet he had pride in
hie home, eo he directed that all should be arranged fine. I brought

my friends home and we really had & very nice dinner. I was highly

e T
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pleased that my son, who wes such & big businese man, should take

enough pride in our home to direct the girle to do things sc well. When
he ceme hﬁme the house used to liven up with his music and his personality.
Yo that evening when I wee visiting my eon Itzie end his femily, I got a
call from howe that Iwas wanted &s my son Mex came home sick. He was not
very well. I vent home at once. I found my son very sick. He bad juet
come off the road and he wae tired. I could cee he was very sicke.

My doctor eon came right with me. I @ t once tried to make him comfort-
able. I got hot water end washed his hands end face. I bathed him

end put cleen clothes on him. He stretched out on the bed and eaid

“ liy it is good to be home." We called in mnother doctor to see him.

it was night and he w&ﬂ'ext;emely tired out from the train. He had
traveled & great distance to get home. Dr. Banee did not do very mueh
for him. He thought he would see him in the morning. In the morning

he seemed tofeel better. My Max thought it was too hard for me to
attend to him, so We called in & nurse. 8he wes splendid. Sﬁe
attended him most faithfully, but my Max did not seem to get better.

Dre. Samee called it influenza of the intestines. In the morniné he

'wes better and in the afternoon he was worse. A fier & fow daye the
dootor thought the hospital wes the place for him, 8o he sent him to

the Weet Penn Hospital. There they had exray p ictures taken. fhey
then found he had & bad gall bladder on which Dr. éanﬁa proceeded to
operate. My children did not tell me all that ailed my Max. After

the operation I could see my Max was not getting along. I tried to see
Ur. Semes to telk to him. He seemsd to evoid me until one day I

stopped him in the halle. I got & hold of his arm end said, "Doctor, my

-




my Mex is not getting along." "Ohy; you see too much end you Worry too
miche® I do not mind the wo;ry: but I do not want to cry. Never: mind,
méthe;, Max will be all right. With thet anewer I hed to be content.

We had thenuree from home and she was fine. We had another nuree end she
wes & devil from hell. Bhe would come in the morning all starched up.
How are you Mr. Davis? She would look &t him firet then at the chart.

I wish to God I had thrown her out together with Dr. Johneon, who wes
Dre Semes aseistant. They were terrible and between them they let my
dear loving son die. I was blind and I did not understand. I did not
know he was so dangerously sick. My family hid everything from me. The
doctors told me my son was getting along so well they were going to

take out the stitohes, which they did that dey. It was after two weeke.
When I told the doctor that my son did not eat enything, he said that
wa.e allﬁright. Max was fat, he could live on hie own fat for & long
time. My God, whet kind of people sre theee doctoras? Well, it seems
the night nuree left him in fair condition. In the morning we got a
hurry call from the day nurse thet my Mex was in shock. Whatever
happened we do not know but I know it wes neglect of that ehe devil of

8 nurse. She must have left him by himeelf. He ®mughed and his whole
incision 6p§ned ups They took him to the opersting room. Dr. Banes

and the other docto rs worked over”iwim ;bout two hours.. Then they
iarought him to hie room. His dear syes were brights He seensd to know _ :
evérybody and everything. He in his big hearted way tried to make peace
with one another, for in every family there is always some one wWho is not
at peace with the others. We did everythinlg 1o please ‘him. I wae numbed.

I did not know whet to do. I prayed to God to teke me if ond must go, but
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epare him. Oh Lord, my God) I eried to God, I did not want to see my
son die. I thought that if I preyed hard enough God would hear me.
‘God would hear my preayer. I did not want to see my son die. But the
good God did not hear my prayer. It is true I did not see him die.
I was with him a8 long &8 he knew me. ‘I held his dear hands in mine.
I. tried to give him all my strength but nothing helped, even Iringing
other doctorse from Baltimore did not help. I held hie hande until
he beceme unconecious then the femily took me eway. They were too good
to me. They took me awey while he lay dying. I should have stayed
with him. He was e0 good to mee He was 8o good to his brothers. He
wes 80 young, 80 handéome; He could have done so much in this world.
Whet he did for me and his brothers, only the good God knows. He gave
freely of hie money. It was he who made it poesible for Itzie to go
to Eu::poe ¥ith his wife and two children and to take up the speclalty
of the eye. It was h;a money that paid for the whole yea.r; He needed
nothing for himeelf. 4 clean room, & clesn bed and clean clothes, that
wag all he wanted. He was not a night club zens Music singing wes
his plea.suré. Teking care of his mother and of his brothers wes his
responeibility. I do not think I oan do juetice to his cherecter. He
LY good'. Only one time did he show eny interest in e girl that I know
of. He was taking me home from someWhere and this girl.waa with me so I
took her along. She was a beautif&l girl. I got acqua inted with her
\'rery recently but I loved her. 8he in turn loved me. I would have given
anything had he followed up that short aoqueintance but it seews it wae
not to be. My eon Max passed away end in & short ime this young beautiful

girl took sick and died in a few days. There too the doctors made &
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mistekes Bhe wae treated for & hesdache end in reality it wes spinel
meningitie. When the doctors found out, it was too letes. This beautiful
girl died 8o I had to mourn for the two of thems I will ever remember
how she ueed to kiss me .when he mete Laughingly I would eay to her if
only the boys knew how beartily" she tould kies, they would coup her off.
When ehe wes so desperately il1, I went to shulé, I had prayeré sald for
but just aé in my o wn son's case, nothing helped. When I think of

all the things that he and my other sone made possible for me to do.

I gave big money to our beautiful ehule once and agein. It wasmy Max
Who urged me to teke a trip to Europe, but as I had given away such a
goodly sum, I did not go that ysar, but to my sorry I went to Europe they
next year. My family thought it would help me in my sorrow. The yﬁar
he died‘_I wae With him to New York and to P hiledelphiss There he wanted
to buy we a suite of furniture for eleven hundred dollars, but on second
thought we did not buy that furniture, but eame home end bought a |
living room euite for e'ight hundred including tables and a chair or two.
He wes & big man with & big heart and fine mind, &nd the only thing I have
left of him is hie pictureand the memory of him. How I lived through
the agony of losing him I dod not know, but I }ived. The trip to Europe
¥as & great help. There I was on my mother's grave. There I oried my
heart out. It was in Jerusalem that I erected & beautiful ,monumeﬁt for
him and his father in the form of a very fine stone gateway to the great
Etz Hyam Yeshiveh and Telmud Torahs. I feel that is a fitting monument
for them as they were big great men so I me de a groat blg monument for
them. I also geve in his dear name to the Jewish Home for Bables and

Ohildren. What pitiful thinge these are. How can I or any one do justice
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to him or his memory. While he waes sick he wWould ask "Ma, how much did

you do and get this day.' It gave him pleasure to know that I was doing

some good. ALl the while the ehadow of death was hovering over us. He
was very proud of my work for the Montefiore Boqpiﬁal. I did so much he
Would scold me & little. At the séme time he would be very proud and
alwayé shut hiseyes to what I gave away. In the ei;d I had to give him
to God. With a great cry 1 gave my son Max:to God and in my paim and
solfiskmess I p rayed to God not to ever punish me any more. My God,
wy God héw 1 wae punished. I never thought thet one persoﬁ could ever

be able to bear what I have borns. Oh, I have had trouble'even before.

My Mex knew it wae coming to me but in his goodnese of heart he did not

warn me+. I often wonder if we do right by shielding our beloved ones

by kegping them in ignorance of wmat is coming. I was kept in ignorance
and this came to me like & streak of lightning from heaven. It was so
hard that even now after all these years I can not write down what it

meant to me - the disappointment in wy ol dest sons marriage. Well, he
married the women he wanted, not tha woman he ahbuld have married. I was
very unhappy for some time. I went to two Rabbis to ask whet I should doe
Rabbi Goldenson, who held the position in our Reform Temple and who every-

body thought was a learned man, advised me. I know now and I felt then

. that he advieed me wrong, without heart, without wisdom and without the

law. Bo I went to the other extrems. I went to the 1 ate Rabbi Sivitz.

lwas afraid to go to him at first. He was such a staunch Jew, so strict.

He etood so etrong for his principles, like the Rock of @ibraltar for his

‘laws and his principles. A fter hearing me, he eaid, “Pake him back, he
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is your son. Take him back. He is & fine man and you will yet have
great joy from him. Take him back." This from an ultra Orthodoz Rebbi,
from Rabbi 8ivitz of blessed memcry: This advice gave me heart. I was
never sorry that I did take the old Rabbi's advice. My eon A llan was
my eon to the end. He was & great comfort to me at a time when I néeded
comfort most. Whem my Max pessed éway, when.I wae 80 lost in my

eorrow and grief, it was Allan who talked to me, who tr ied to comfort
me. I could not be as free and easy with my son' s wife. There alwayse
was & shadow between us. Even when my'eon's son was born and even
when I attended my little grandson's Birth Melah, I heard m; son A llan
name his child Eliea, the prophet the son of Elyia.

His son is now at

Harvard where his father and uncles were before him. He ie & fine boy,

handséme and goode I hear from him every now and agein. Hy dear son
Mex tried to make friends of ue all even on his death bed. For his dear
sake 1 tried very hard to be friends. My God how I tried. We then
and there offered our hends to each other. I think he died econtent. I
was not with him when he died, I d4id not hold him.

How ean I write of the greét pain of heart and mind 1 suffered
in the loss of my dear children, my dear dau:hter Freda then my dear son
Max. 1 gave my Max to God with a great cry %mat welled up from my

heart. I asked God to spare me any more t rouble but no, some years
Chase b - Larary

after thet I lost a dear little grand deughter. The little dear Just

pa ssed away like a little bird without a struggle, without knowledge,

without pain. The pain was all in my heart for I had to suffer with

my son Jacob and his dear wife Florence. Poor girl, ehe hardly rea lized
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what had bappened to her. Here Iwas trying to help Fla ence, then

my Bennett and hie wff‘e took sicke I was so busy trying t;o help

them that I almost forget my son 4 llan and hie family until eome
daye after as Iwas working in my kitchen cooking for the Sabbath.

1 remembered that I had not spoken to my son Allan, so I said to
myself I must call him up as soon &s Iget through. But noj Allen
always said that if you have a good q.tmpulse you must carry it

through eo I dropped all my work and called Allan. The girl

answered that he was not in, but just then he came in. I heard him
at the door. I B;Soke to him and asked him how he was. He ‘sort of
reproached me that I had not called, tiet did I not know that hie
family was sicke I said I did not know, I was busy with Bennett

énd hie wife, eleo with Florence. But how are you all now. They
were better, thank God, so we spoke togehter a little then said
goodbye. I did not know that thies was to be my last goodbye to him
for 1 never saw or spoke to him again in life. Per it was thet same
night that 1 got eo sick I thought that I wae going to die. I wanted
my & 1len as well as all my otherchildren. It wae then I was tol d
that Allen oould not come that he was sick himself. W ell, I felt better
in the morning, I even wanted to go to shule, but since my family were

8o worried I did not go. In spite of thie precaution I got very ill

80 the doctors decided to take me to the hospitel. I did not know what

was being done until I found myself in & hospital room. The doctors were
puzzled but I commenced to get better. My Allan insisted to ssnd me
hie nurse end also his doctor. I would ask this doctor how my son ws.8

and he said he did not know who would get better first. We were both
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dding so well. The next day I asked Dr. Hutley, “How is my son today?"
'I am sorry to eay that your son just passed away.. My eson Allanl
Allen, my son! I cried to God .again and agein but he did not answer me.
He often used to say his name should have boen Eligah in English for
that was his name in Hebrew. But I knew my son had a good name. Rabbi
aiviﬁi of blessed memory loved him like & son for he was & great
scholar both in English and in Hebrew. He ief‘t a great 1ibra¥-y in
which there were many Hebrew works. He willed this to his son end

if for any reason his son could not héndle thie library, it was to be
given to Harvard University together with his ﬁitinga. ITreally do
not kn§w What was done with all his worke and all his writingse. Had

he lived he woﬁld bave been & great men. Many people hold hi-s memory
ingrqat honor and respect. He wae not in the law very long, but he
did meke & fine naws for himself. He wae honeet in hie dealings.

One dey one of his clients asked him to buy & piece of property iﬁ

his own neme. This men geve him $65,000.00 in cash. A llan said,

“Mr. H. come up to my office and 1 will give you a receipt for the

money." Mr. H. said, "Did 1 asek you for a receipt.” Allan laughed,

" No, but I have to givb you one asnyhow.* "No you &on't‘, when I ask

you for a receipt then you will give me c;ne." So Allan made a -
memorandum , called one of the girls to witnese it, and put the money
in the safe. Mr. H asked him why he did that and Allan answered to
aafeguard such & men like you. Well, he bought the property and
trensferred it to Mr. He in due time. That was long before he died.
Ano‘ohef time he came into court and there found a great number of

Jewish men and women, s bout fifty. He Btopped and asked them what the
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trouble was. They were all talking at one time so he said to please
tell him one at a time. One crowd cureed end called names &t the o ther
crowd. The other party cursed and talked against the other. He

finally got the stories out of them. It wae shameful. I know for

I hed had a hard time with this seme crowd for about three months.

They said they would abide by what I would decide. They bad & sum of
money which reélly belonged to the Jewish Home for Babies and Children,
but they did not want to give it up. 8o one part of this crowd took

the other part to Uourt. They were making such a scandal of this metter
that it was & diegrace for the Jewish people. 'He felt ashamed for them,
8o he said, “Listen people, you are all taking the name of the L ord God
in vain. Now let us calm down end see what we ca n do about this."
When these people heard this American mén, this fine lawyer, this young
peraen say to them that it was a Chillul HaShem to cause such shame to
come to the Jewish people, they etopped as though petrified. Then as
one they said, “Go to the judge end see What you can do." He went to
the judge and asked the judge to permit him to arbitrate this matter.
The judge said that he would be pleased to heﬁagd:uﬁ these people so

he took them into the Judges Chambers right there and then and arranged
this mwatter to the satisfaction of everybody. From & very large sum
of money, there remeined in their treasury about two thousand dgllars
Which they turned over to the Jewish Home for Bagies and Children. By
the time they paid for printing end other debte, there remﬁiﬁed only
about eighteen‘hundred dollare, which they then turned over to the Home.
These men and women often told me that their blochpgan cold when he told
them that it was & Chillul Heshem, & desecration of the Holy name, 80 the y

decided to agree to what he told them. They ever blessed his name for his -
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guidances How can I tell whaet & men my son wae. He wae & Zionist
from the very firet. He wae only about fifteen years old when he was
invited into the Zionist organization. He really wes too young but

the age rule was euspended in hie favor for he was tell for hie age.
When he went to Harverd College, he tried to form a Zionist organization
there, but finding the boys there did not understend.:. : the Zionist
ideals as well as they shou!d have. They did notrespond so well so
he sterted the Menorah Society which was open to all ehades of Jewish
ideals. This orgenization: seemed to have attrmcted the college men
80 théy organ'ized aﬁd elected A llen &s the first president of the
Menorah Society at Harverd. This Society wae so well t hought of et
Harvard that it became & netional sociéty throughout 3'.11 colleges and
is s¥ill etrong even until this day. He wrote his firet play .called
"The Promised Lend" at Eervard in 1903, which was produced and which
éot him great accléim. Ivery often wish it were not sgfor from that
play h§ went b6 others. He was talented es a speaker & nd writer. He
did ell he could to direngthen the Zioniet work. He gave of his time
and his money until the very end. He was known for his Zionietic work
ag well as his Jewish work. . From the play "The Promised Land" he wrote
other plays. He wrote eight or ‘ten playe, each of which.earned\him
enough money to go ahead and write more. 'He wae & prolific writer.

' He wrote eseays and he wes & poet, but for all thet his real money cems
from the law. He wrote & Eook of peetry and meny other workevwhich

he left to hie son and to Harvard. He was vice president in our

B'nai lereel shule. There he rasied thedewish etenderd 'very high.
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He was elected one of the first delegates to the Jewish Congress. I will
never forget that election. Eight mén were nominated, four to be
.elected from the eight. Awmong theee were Rabbi A. M. A shineky, Mr.

Sol Rosenbloom, & multi millioneire, Louis M. Avener, who was president
of the Zionist organization of Pittsburgh, Morrie Neamen, Mr. L. I. Arons,
also & very rich man, Edgar Kaufmen of the Kaufmenn Dept. Store, Mr. Adolph
Edlis and sllan bavis. He wae the youngest of them ell. I do not know
why but they all put up & hard fight to get elected. A 1llan Would count
them all out and always found himself in fifth place. At Ffirst Edgar
Kaufwann wented Allan to team with him, but after he got all of Allen's
ideass; he said he would run alons. Allan felt very bad for he was sure
he would not be elected. But the dey of election came and he wes
elected by a greet majority. Before Allan reproached me for not doing
anything for hime. I was his mother, I could not do very much. Only

one time I hed & perlor meeting at my home. Many friends ceme and I
said to them, "Four men are to be elected, vote for my Allan as one of
these four." .‘30 it seems the men and women liked the way I spoke and
they voted i‘er Allen and he got the election by & great mejority. As

I seid, Allan himself put forth a great effort. He sew he was weak

in the Hill District so he went out among the people who did not know

~ hime A fter they heard him speak there was no doubt ebout whom they
Would vote for. He was best qualified to bs their delegate for the
Jewish Oongrese. In connection with this election, I have to tell some
about myself. I had mede it & rule from the beginning of time tiat

When any one of my children had to eppear in public, I alwaye went

alonge I did this when Allan wae & little boy et school. W¥hen he spoke,
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I was there to hear him. When myd ear daughter, Freda, sang, I wap with
her. When the children went to dancing school and they had & dance
carnivél, I was there to see it. Whenlmy Jacob debeted on the 8ingle Tax,
I wag thers to hear him. I always went along to hear and to see what
my children were doing. A t schocl, 8% college, at high school, at any -
and all performencee. 8o wheh my £llen spoke on the street corners, I
wes there. Not on}y I, but I got my daugher} her hueband and some
o£here to tag along. Once I heard twWo men speek to one another in
Yiddieh, "Who is thet men Davie? Oh, did he speak wonderful, I never
heard anymone better. I did not underetand all he said, but he spoke
wonderful." He made four speeches on four different corners, but he
never repeated himself once, not a single line at eny time. I &leo
thoughtlha spoke wonderful. ¥ ell, he won. In fact he came éut ahead
of the other three. He was & born orator. He started wheh he wee very
young. I remember well when he spoke &t a very lérge meeting of the
Herbrew Ladiee Hospitel Aid Boceity's first annivéreary. It wee held
et the Beth Hamedush Hegodal, the place was crowded to the doors. The
Rev. Massalensky was the principle speaker, so there wes a great
gathering. Yet thie boy wae not efraid to stand up end speak to this
vast crowd of the acoomplishment of the Jewish Women in times paet end
to the present time. In later yéars he spoke at the dedication of the
firet Montefiore Hoepitel where Iwas given the name of Mother of the
Montefiore Hoepitel. Btill later he epoke in behalf of the Irish cause
in one of the largest theatres. The place wae crowded with standing room
only. He compered the Irish cause to the Zioniﬁﬁfcauae. He was épplauded

’

to the echo. He geve himeelf where he could and later When he hed it ha‘
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gave of hie money. Many timee he gave me goodly sums of money to give
to the poor. My Allan died much too young. He was just beginning to
'be helpful. At the start of the Jewish Federation, it was Allan who
wrote all the letters and some of the speeches for Mr. Irwin Lehmen.
He alqé wrote the play by which the committes tried to stir the hearts
and open the pockete of the rich Jews of Pittsburgh. He was & favorite
of Rabbi Sivitz for hie krowledge and his charities. I could tell
meny stories of his kindacts end hie gifts that no one ever knew of,
but wha"o ie the use. A fier his father died, he waﬁ comp.letely out

of the business and in a sense out of the family. We would not yeild
father's place to eny one.' I had much heartache from him even though
I had much pleasure and honor from him. He did elways honor me. At
his hPme whenever he had some di%iﬁguiahed guests, he always had me
come over. He always treatedAnw ®with love end respect. Even when he
was 8o Bick and Iwes sick, he wanted to come to me but the families
would not let him. Hie doctor said it would befatal for him to leave
his bed and his home. I often thought, God forgive me, howw onderful
it wouid heve been had he died on his way to see his mother. But no, 1
did not have the honor and my eon did not have the honor to heve died
for me. Ae I write, I remember ell the little nice things he did and
said, even when he was very little. One day my dear mother wes telking
of my sister. She said, "You know, I can not go there so often. It
te too far to walk and I do not Mve the carfare al.l the time." 8o my
boy, who wae then about seven years old, said, "Grandme, I wiil give
you & nickel When you go to Aunt Ray", and with that he tooic the nickel

out of his pocket and geve it to mother. AsI eaid, he died much too
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yourlg, et & time when Iwes bowed down in grief at the loes of a little
grandchild, my son Jacob's child. We were &t the beby's funerel. This
ohild died from the oversight of the doctor. The child took sick end
her mother, Florence, sent for the doctor. He said it was nothinge The
next day Isaw it wéa something veryserious. We sent for the doctor
again. Iasked the doctor to get & nurse but he again ssid it wes
nothing. I asked him to get e nuree es the mothér could not nurse the
baby, but the doctor eaid it wae nothing. I helped to take care of
the baby. The doctor said I was needleesly elermed. A t last I
preveiled on my son to calnlA in ancther doctor, but it was teo late,

cur little Carocline died. Whenwé were &t her funeral, Allan said,

"You know, mother, this is not & bad place to be buried." Iwae
horrified at whet he said, 1ittle knowing how soon he Would be laid

to reet not far away from my little grandchild, and later her deer
mother . My poor daughter-in~lew hardly knew whet hurt her. I had to
take care of her. Then my youngest son Bennett toock eick and his

wife took sick, so Iwas busy with the two little families. I hardly
knew I‘Was overtaxing myself. A few days passed and I hed not heerd
from my son Allean, until ell &t once I remembered I hed not spoken to
h-im for aoma_daya. I wes 6t that time preparing to stuff & duck for
Shebbos. I saidto myeelf ”A3f~-eoo;x"~.aa I getthrough, I willeall Allén."
Then I thought, no, I muethcall him right away, my son always said if”
you have & good impulse, you must tarry it out riéht sway. So Iwashed
my hende and called hie home. A sirange woman anewered me and said.
that Mr. Deavis \ve.soqt. Just then he came in sc he took the receiver end

said, "Hello mother, how are you?" “I am&ll right." How are you &nd

-~ - - -
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your family?" He answered that they were better now, did I hot know
_4het his family was sick. I eaid that I did mot know s Imas 6o faken
up with Florence and egain with Bennett that I did not know &bout his
family. He eaid they were all better now. That was about one o' clock,
wetelked & little then said goodbye. I went to Itzie'e house for dinner
that evening. I esat down to the meal, but I did not feel good. I
said, "You won't mind if I do not eat & full dinner." They eaid, *If
you don't feel good, don't eat.' After & while Isaid, "I thimk I will
go home and you cen all go to & @vie.“ So I went home to bed. I
féllaeleep end in the morning Ifelt mich better, ao mueh b;thar. that

I weanted to go to Shule. But I remember thet the children always
preached for me to take care of myself, so Idecided to stey inbed.

I oft:‘og wonder which wox,ltld have been better, to go to 8hule end teke
sick tbere, or stay a‘o» home and take sick at home, for that ie what
heppened. I stayed in bed and mj meid brought me & tray. I just hed
a;alittie fruit and coffee. I felt much better. About one o'clock my
Florence came to see how Iwas. I am much bettér, I even wanted to

to to Shule. As we sat talking, I became violently eick. I did not
know what had heppened. Florence immediately called my son Itzie.

He came right eway and called other doctors. It seeme I mas very sick
but they did not know what heppened. They heid & consultetion and
~decided towait & few houre. They came together later in the evening.
After looking at me for some time, they decided to send me to the

hospital, e ven though they did not think I would live through the night.

b e .

In some of my lucid momente I eaw my children, but I did not see Allen.

Where is A 1llan? Iwent Allan, I cried. They told me he was sick just
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a8 I aw and could not come. Inas too sick to understand, so lagain
asked for Allen. 4 t last my son Itzie agreed to let me be taken to
the hospitel, e ven though the doctors did not think I would live. I
was taken to thellagee. Ny family stood éround, I was surely going to
dies But I did not die. I commenced to get better every day and
everyday I would inquire how my son Allen was. His doctor, who used
to come to ses me even though I did not like him, said to me one

dey, "You are botn getting better, the question ie who will get up
firat;” I was very happy to hear that Dy son wees getting better.
Then cgme that awfyl day, January 1, 1929 when I waeked the doctor,

" How is my Allan today?" The doctor said, "I apg sorry to tell you
;rour son juet passed awagr." Never wae & sentence more bitterly
pronounced. How Ilever got—over the shock, I do not know. I only
'cried;‘ my son Allan, Allan my son, until my night nurse told me I wag
erazy. Of course, the shock nearly killed we. pydear family atAyed
With me all thet night, They thought et novw, I must die but no, I
could n’o’c die, the pain, the despair was too greet to let me die. I
- did eol‘want to die. I could not stand that awfyl desolation. I had
to give my son Allan up, my firet born from Whom I had expected so
much, from whom I had suep great pride and from whom I hed such great
Borrow and such great pain. Oh, the pain, and the disappointment, but
I was getting over a grest dea} of that, and now that terrible great
pein that no mother canget over, and I, I, who bavessuch a great
capacity for both Joy end pain, I md to try to get accustomed to this
groeat pain. Iwaes t0)4 that while Iwas inquiring for Iy 8on, he was

inquiring for me, hie mother. It seeme he wae getting better everyday
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as Dr. Hutly told me from day todlay for a week, so that on Bunday

"my son got up preparing himeelf to come to see me, infact thet sedd

he was trying to shave himeelf, tut his wife persuaded him to go back
to bed. He did so and never got up egain. I do not know what had
heppened to him in that short time., I only know he was gone and I
never e&W him por spoke to him from the time I called him &t his hone
beforerl took sick. I was too sick.to be told enything at tket time,
but later when I was getting better, I asked Dr. Hutly what had
heppened to my son and he told me that my Allen was reinfected by one
of hie family. I did not know, nor do I know now what he meant by
that statement. No one was ellowed to see him or go to his room but
hie wife, so it must have been she, for ehe did have the flu before he
wae sﬁick. 1 emtempted to say any number of bitter and unkind things
but true thinge about his wife, tut what is the use, it only hurts to
remember them. All I know ie that from the time he got to know her,
Ifelt I had lost the pride and joy of my son. I know that he tried
to make up to me all that I hed léat of him but‘ahe stood like & shadow
between us. She was not e fit mete for my son. I tried to sccept her
for his dear snke. I went to his home where he always made me the honored
guest. He offen;gave e money £o give away to the poor, not oniy five
or téﬁ‘dollare, but muchgreater sume. One time he gave:me aikty-five
dollars to give to the poor for the high holidays. It was & little
herd to find the right families to give this money to. Had I wanted to
give this to an organization or imstitution, I could heve done so at
once, but I knew he wanted to help some self-respecting family, which

I did. I know the people bleesed him for his kindnees to them.
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He elways paid for e scholarship to the Hobreyv Inatitute' énd also slways
peld towards the Rabbi Sivitz Talmd Toreh. Charities have changed so
much in these last years. We do give freely, but we do nd give personally.
It all goes through sows social worker who neither uee their heads nor
their hearts in doing charity. I can tell so many stories about the
inequality of charity that once I would etert I would not know wlhen to
finishe But to come back to my Allan. I cant ruly say he was an
unfortunate mwan in m@ny things and very successful in others. He was

e member of the B'nai Israel Synagogue. He did his utmost to help in

the collecting of money. He was a steady sttendant of theSynegogue.

The congregation thought verywell of hime He was alw'aya called up

to the Torah when present. I remember how well end dignified he looked
thet Rosh Hesonah when with his Talis on his shoulders he repeated the
blessing in pure Hebrew in such & fine menner. This men who loved his
mother, who was such a great comfort to me in my hours of despair and

Who wanted to come to me even thoughd eath was hovering over him. He
tried so hard to meke up to me in so meny intangible ways. He tried

to cover all ill feelings and he was making & success .o'"'f what he tried

to do, for he never lost the love andAreapect thet he had from our friends
and aae.ociatea. This young end robust man of forty- thr‘ee died in one
Week, o r was it in only a day. I do not know for my loss was so great,
my grief so deep end irreplaceable and my despair so great, and with it
€11 I wes so sicks My nurse told me Iwes crezy and I tixought I was crazy.
I wag dreadfully frightened. I sent for my son Itzie, Bless him God. He
came to me early in the morning end he put his dear erms eround me and

asked me what is the matter, what wes 4t I wanted. I said you know Itz,
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I am crazys Who told you that. Oh, I know, the nurse told me that, so

I want you to get somebody to teke oare of me and youwetch that sowebody.
He said,"Don't worry mother dear, I will take care of you. You &re all
right, there is nothing the matter with you." 8o he sort of reassured

ne and_reaaoned with me. Then they put me to sleep. I knew hothing
thet day but when I woke that night I saw a real pretty girl sitting

in my room. I wented to know who she was and I ’was told that she was

my night nuree. I do not know anything about my eon'e funeral. My
doctors and nurses had me under opietes the Pirst few days. ﬁy femily
watched me very carefully. They gave me every attention, God'Bleaa ﬁhem,
but they never told me anything about my son. I wanted o to hear all
about him, how he wae sick, how he got better and how he died. They
never told me any of the details. I only know when I go out to the

¥est View burying grounds, thero he lies with an open book for hla

head stone, which ie right and proper for he was & man of the Book. I
lived on in spite of my sorrow and in spite of my illness. After a t}me
I asked to be teken homs. Upon consultation, the doctors allowed me to
be taken home. An there again in thet bea utiful home, I mourned and
bewailed the loss of my Allan, my child, for to me he was my child even
though he was a man with élchild Of his o¥n. A gain I could not rise

up out of mydespair until one daey oﬁe of my physicisne end also & friend,
Dr. Dan Jackson ceme over to my bed and really talked right into my ear.
He said, "Mre. Davie, you have a great burden to bear; for your-childrenls
sake you mast strengthen your shoulders to bear this burden.® I looked
8% him hardly knowing what he said. 5o he started ower again‘and repeated

what he had eaid and then added that he wanted me to go South for the rest
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of the winter. Ur. Jackson started ﬁe thinking and in thinking I
realized that I owe something to my living children and for their dear
sakes I must try to get better. My dear daughter Sarah, who wes then

& student at the'U%ivereity of Pittsburgh, got everything for me gnd
took me to Hollywood Bsach, Floridaf_ I will never forget the sensation
when she took we to my room. I got off the elevator and as I started
towalk down the hall I could nqt walk. My dear one elmost carried we,
8till I cried I could not walk. I will help you mother dear, and she
did, God Blees her with all that ie good, for she was good to me. I
went to bed there in thet beautiful place and was inbed for’two Weeks.
My daughter was my devoted nurse. She never left me even th;ugh there
was light, music and leaughter, but she took care of me. A t last I
was commencing to get better. A ¢ that time I had the n&cest kindness
shown me by twWo of my young friende. Very unéxpectedly I found Mr. &nd Obse
Mrs. Seder in the eame hotel, or I should rether say they found me.
Really; they were very nice to me. They would come in with & most
cheerful “Good morning, Mrs. Davis. How are you today?® It was most
hearteniné- Thie they did for twoweeks. They would bring me foolish
little trinkets. I don't know When I appreciated anything more then

I did their kindness. They'alss were nice to my daughter. After I was
able'to go 40wn to the sun deck, I met others whom I knew. We all
talk and think thet only the poor need to be looked after. That is
true for the poor are doubly sick because they are poor. But the well~
to-do or the rich need a friendly act shown them also, for when one is
111, one is poor indeed end needs to depend on & second person to help

him. It helped me & lot to have my friends so nice to me end I appreciated
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it & lot. When I was well enough to walk, I realized that my daughter
Wes & young person Who should have better companionship then a sick and
sorrow ing mother, 8o these f‘iien&s Who Were young asked me to let my
daughter go out with them. I fully realized that we had both been
housed__in a ho'belbedroomr for weeks. I hardly know &nything more
depressing than a hot;e'l bedroom to be sick in. I tried very hard for
her sake to smile when I would rather heve dried. I emiled when heart
ached so for my son. There I was Where there was lsughtbeér, .music

and gayety. W e so admire good actors = I think Iwas a greater
~»,aotres;i than all of them for I have laughed and smiled when my hedartt
was br;aking with pain and grief and sorrow. 8o, for her dear sake I
“W.s‘;niied .and said 1 wae enjoying myself and told her to go out and enjoy
" herself. Ske met, among others, & very nice young men, who became very
Atten’oive to her. He was nice. He lived in Miami, Flopida, which was
about twenty milee from where we were. He off‘ared.her his car, but she
very sensibly wefused to take it, for she understood that she must not

‘place herself under obligations, so as I got better but not much sironger,

i rented a car so that she should not miss the use of & car. As time went
on, he becamc more serious. Iwae scared, I did not know what to do.
1 was afraid to say anything and I was afraid not to eay ahythizfg. My

. friende went home. The Hollywood Hotel clo sed but my femily insisted I

i
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~stay in Florida a while longer as the weather at home was still very cold,
B0 We moved to Miami Beach. It was even wo rse there for he was in closer

touch with her. Somehow I felt this young man was not for my dear

daughter and strange to say the people at that hotel called me aside to

tell me to be ecareful, that my daughter wae & beautiful girl and I should




Page 175

hold her back. This young man was really all that one could esk for
. but no one thought he was good emough. I was in a gueandry. One day
he invited us both to dinner. We went early for my daughter wanted
to buy eomething so she went into a store and her young men went to
a drug store. I sat in the car weiting for them. As I sat there I
8e¥ & man coming toward me. I thought what a funny little men that
wae., When 1 looked sgain, thera it wes %ggiﬂiself. I was shocked.
When we got back to our hotel, I told her of my impreseion. She
laughed and said I was foolieh. It was all very romantic but I hardly-
knew what 1 should do. I was very thankful to hear her laugh for
that éhowed me she was not very serious. At last we made ready to
go home. 1 was much benifited by my etay in Florida. The sun and
the c.oean does something that no doctor or medicine can do. Time is
also & great healer. My household and my poor cases aga'infclaimed
rﬁy attention so I again took up the burden of life. But eirange as
it seems to me now, I did not want to go back to my beautiful home,
so 1 wret.e the children that they should sell the home and get me
something different. 1 told them I did not want to go back to my
home where 1 had been so happy at first and then 1 had suffered so
much t!’iere. 1 had susteined such great losses in thet home. ‘I‘did
used to say that I loved every nook and corner of i't..‘l but I ..got 80
afraid, even though my Allan did not die there - he died in his own
home, & most beautiful place. Mt cost him & lot of money and it cost
him & double amount to remodel and redoecorate. He bought the most
beautiful pensive furniture. I think he told me it cost hima bout

forty thousand dollars. He had & most valuable library which he
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willed to Harverd if hie son did not want or could not house it. I

~really do pot know what they did with the library. His wife sold that

gorgeous howe for almost nothing. 8he turned everything into money.
1 do not understand how women can be that way. The men work and worry
to provide and their wives as soczﬁ as the nman diss all they want is
the mo‘ney'. money, money. His wife gave me é little book of his poems.
That wés all she gave to anyons. Uhe got money for everything. As

I said, time is a great iaee.ler. 4 had to give up mourning for the

sake of my family. I had & responeibility - how best to teke care

of my daughter. 1 must not say one word too much, and yet” I must

not be dumb altogether. 1 was mighty glad when the time came to go
home. Lt wae like getting our of & fog. 1 came homs, but I had no
home’to go to, 8o 1 againwent to @ hotel until we bought thie home
where I am nowe I had hoped and preyed that with the change of my

home I would have better luck. But Who am I to complain though my

heart is egain. I try to coneole myself with the tought of the

mény meny mothers who ory for their children. It ie said that the
troublc; of meny mekes one's trouble less. But I do not think: 80,
Each one hae to carry their own burden.s;‘é..z‘zd to e;.\ch‘the pein is their
own to bear. I wonder, I wonder how it is possible for ome to ;bear
80 muche I who tell my children tiet I was & shy, timid soul’' in my
youth ahould) grow up to be sostrong, sorresponsive to sll the ills of
menkind. I often wonder how I wae eble to do all the things thet I did.
I aseisted at birthe, I assisted at deaths end I saved some people
fromdeath. But I could not save my son. I sent men and women and

children to various hospitels in the citye I took men out of jeil
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who were so frightened that they would not go out with anyone else

but me because they trusted me. Itestified at & murder triel for a
poor little women who was acoused of killing her husband. I knew

her to be & good, kind, charitable woman and I eaid just thet. It
must have helped her for she wes acquitted. I lomned money to people
to staz;t them on their way of making & living. I helped eave a colored.
women from prison. I helped people to buy their hoges. I helped
people to furnish their homes. I sent young girls end boys to
business colleges, I paid for them myself. I got free scholarships
for young men to universities. I got a speciel scholership for &
Rabbi. My Allen outlined what courses. They needed special coursee
in English. This they got free of charge. I helped to bury a

Polish little child because the Church would not or could not do

this without money eo I gave the poor distracted mother money. I made
collections for poor brides snd helped them toget married. I walked
miles and milee delivering baskets to the poor. 1 shall never forget
how tired and worn out I wae when I was through. I helped blind
children end grown ups toget t heir sight. I have helped the deaf to
hear. I even spoke to the deaf end dumb. When I say I have done these
‘bhinga, I have done them et my own expense, &t my own personsl service.

Each one of these cases have very interesting stories. Some tine I

will tell these stories for soms are very interesting. Bome are very
' )

ead and some are pathetic. My eccountant alwaye telles my children
that I give away much too much for my capital. I have placed many
homeless children in childlese howes. I have worked for institutions.

i have worked for the Hebrew Insiitute end have given good money there.
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I have worked and am etill working for the Free Hebrew Talmd Torah,
founded by the late Rabbi Bivitz of Blessed memory. I have had built
‘and given a beautiful Holy A rk at & great cost to myself and before
that my deer husband wee my partner in bui lding an Ark and P ulpit
Wwhich the President of the Shule thought wo uld be too expensive for
me, 80 he offered me a partner. I eaid no, I have my own partner. When
1 came home I said to my dear hueband, “Barney, I heve this day mede
you my partner." Well, how much will it cost me. Oh, not ec much.
Well all right,NI am willing to be your partner, in whatever it is.
That wae one way we trusted each other. I have given eway my
beautiful book ceses totwo Shules, 8o & third Shule called me up
and seid, "Mrs. Davis, are you going to give ue & book case alse? fe
need Qhe~v;ryt>ad1yw" So I gave them & lovely book cese. I have paid
big money for bindiné gresl volumes of the Talmud. I have hed marriages
in my howe, beginning even when I was very young. I have even ﬁad
Birth Melehs in my homs, other than my own children. Thet is & story
in iteself. I have nursed my non-Jewish neighbores I have beenvcalled
end at all times answered the call to csme and save very sick little
children. One from ppisoning, one from convulsione end one from some-
thing elee. My God, my God, how can Ir emember to tell how many, meny
thinge‘l have dones I have hought so many horses endwegons for poor
men that I beceme known as the horse buyer. I have placed men to work
in our beautiéul Schenley Park until now I feel I have & pert in that
perk. 1 have bought end given away plencs for pébr children and also
to inefitutiona. I have worked for the Council of Jewieh Women and held

office there. I have worked and given mich money to Zioniem. I have
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and 8till am giving end supporting &ll the institutions and orgenizat ions
in our city. I have lectured in all the towns in and around our city,
for Sisterhoods, for Ledies Auzilieries, for the Council of Jewish Woﬁen, ’
and for the Mizrachach Women. I have worked for the Congress of Womens
Clubs. I have worked very hard for Womens votes. I have & lovely little
story tot ell about this Womené votes. I have worked for yeers for the
Beth Hemedush Hagodal Shule and brought in much money. 1I have worked

for the Jewieh Howme for Babies and Children end wee president there for
seven years. I worked for our B'nai Iarqel besutiful Shule and gave
much money there. I have worked for the B'nai Terael Biséérhdod end

was president for twenty-one years. I contribute yearly to the Children's
Hospital, yearly to the Pitteburgh Free Diepenaafy » the New Future
Asaoéiation, The Volunxeere of America and the Improvement of the Poore.
I have worked and established the Montefiore Hospitel, both the first
and the second Montefiore Hospital, also the Hebrew Ladies Hoepital

Aid Soceity and was president there for twenty years. I founded this
eooiety as well a8 the Myntefiore Hospital., I an deing called the
Mother of the Hospitel. I gave much money to the Hoppital. My dear
huaband gave the very first five hundred dollara to the Montefiore in
the very beginning of tize. I was its firet Viee President. A t
another Iwes ecting preeidont of the Montefiore Hospital for one year.
Oh ny, how can I remember tO'tell all end each of the private and

public worke that I have done. All andeach of these thinge entailed
plannihg, work and personal éervice as well ae expense, for I never

asked for expenses nor did I everr eceive any wore than & "thank you'.
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I have tried to do my share of religious works Through my encouragement
end planning, my sisterhood established Kosher dinners at qeddings and
banquets in our finest hotele. I have worked for our cemetary. I
collected the' mwoney With some assistence of my friend, Mrs. Rosenfield,
| We .pu‘o up & fine fence and fountain. I have had strects geaded through
my efforte. How can I say in thie emell vey of what I have ddne,

for each and every one of the tngs I mention hae & & tory of years

or effort end work. 8ome of my privele cases I have worked on for

four, five and ten yesrs. I am happy to say thet all my work

brought about heppyresulte.. I loa ned money to families s;nd only one
of these did not pay me back the sum of two hundred dollars. I found
that they neverpaid back. I have mised thousands of dollars for hundreds
of different ‘purposes. Thanke be to God, I never asked for money from
enyone that I did not give of my own first. Above &ll I have born and
raised eleven lonely children. God Blees them and ‘give them long

1ife. I lost one little fine boy &t the &ge of five. But the

hardest pain of all was the loee of my grown up sons and dayghter. I
cantruthfully eay thet I attended to my children'b needs to the utmost.
I nursed ell my baiaiea. They were not bottle babies. I nursed xﬁy
babies.through 81l the childish milmente. I went with my children to
all their entertainmente. All their joye were my joyé, all their
difficultiea! were my difficulties. I shopped for them, I was always
howe to have lunch with them at &ll times, as I am now, &t this k te
dey, at home 1ookizig after my grendchildren. While I have élwaye
thought I was a strong woman, I ieve been numeroue times sick unto death,

but with the help of God, I would get better. The births of my children .
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were very severe. I seemed to be worse with every child until with

my eighth child L suffered very severely for forty-eight hours, &nd
with the other two lwas very eick for more thant wenty-four hours.
Somehow the ood God helped me and let me 1 ive through pneumonis,
through sicknees, through trouble, and through loess of money by panicse
But what is all that compared to the loss of e dearly beloved daughter,
to & fine strong loving and beloved son, Max. I’ who had. such and
8till heve such a strong feeling of responsibility to my Pllowmen. I
also have a strong nature to love as I dearly loved my husband, so
Idearly loved all my children, end to lose euch dearly beloved sons

in the prime of their lives wes and is indeed & hurt that is not im

my power to express. I only know I have been crushed and tbewildered.

1 say . "Thy will be done" and in the next breath I eay "Why, why ehould
this h&;ve happened.” I.even went to some of the R&bbié to make some

of myb. ewildered théugﬁts clear to me, but I found no consolation. I
just had to work out my owne alvetion for I elways hed to remind myself
thet I have other children. God Bless them and give them long life

in happinees and prosperity so I xﬁust not distress them my sorrow and
my pain. It ie enough for them to know when I am physically ill. They
oiet not know how 1ill I em in my heert end mind. After losing my son

" Max at the agé of twenty-nine, I lived, I worked, I sorrowed and I got
used to other; trouble end diaappoi;xtments. I thanked God and preyed thst
2ll my other children be spareéd. Then my son Allan paaaea away. 1 was
very ill at that time, still Iwae not ill enough not to know what a loes
I sustaineds Ouly I and my God knew what I had suffered from all my

loet beloved children, for though they were men and women, to me they
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were my children. A nd so when thie last calemity happened in the

. paesing away of my youngest son, Benneti Gershon Davia, 80 young -
only thirty-four. He was so etrong, so handsome and so full of life.

I pray to God and I pray that God will hear and grant me my prayer that
my children will be spareéd to me. That they live to be as old as I |
am in ﬁappineas end in good heaith, without any of the triele and
tribulations that I heve gone through. It is enough that i have
suffered all this. I hope and pray for them ell that ihey be epared
because they are such fine useful men and women. They san and do

such kind good acts in their way, :Ever since mydear husbfnd died,

it was my children who looked after my welfere in every way. They have
suffered through me and with me in all my trouble, painend suffering.
Thet. is why I heve made such & great effort to beer my losses, I did
not went to distrees them more than their own sorrow would distress
theme Often I have felt if I could only go but on some high hill or
mountain, lift up my hends to Go@ end cry and cry end cry'oﬁtlloud
until my heart would breef. But I always restrained myself. How

did I ever do it? How did I ever do anything? I, a little old woman
without any education, with & shy timid nature, I hed to be a tyrant
very often. BSometimes the children call me a battle exe. I am not
naturally & hard hearted women. I am not & battle axe but it must be

. my eense oflreeponsibility thet mekes me do all the things I have done
and am &1ll doing. I have protected young girls with bébiea. One I
sent away, out of the eity, a deserted woman. God forgive me but it
wep best. The results showed it was best. I have letters from people ~

men, women end girls = who haeve thanked me and blessed me for belping
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them the way I did. But all this did not save my Bennett. He passed
'away 80 very quick we could not realize how it all happened. My son
David does not say very much, but at the loss of our Bennett he cried
6ut, he went wild. Only once did he express hirmself. "Mother, you
don't know, but I lost more then wy right arm®. Well, i lost more
than my right arm, I lost & eon, my youngest ;on. No more will 1

call him my baby boy, thet ie what I used to call him. He was very
patient.with ﬁe for meny years, thenwen he wes & great big men, for

he grew very tell, he said to me one day, "Oh ma, how long #ill you
call me baby boy?!" When Isaw he wass omeﬁhat annoyed, I etopped.
Bermett wes & great historian. He knew more histqry then all of us

put together. It was very interesting to stert him off on the pages
of history. He mmde men and events live for ue when he told us of the
ware of the past, - in France, in.England and in America. He knew of
Germany also. He was just at the age of development. All his 1ife

he wae sheltered. When he wae sent to New England to teke over a
businese, he told me thét it was & great experience. The trip had
enlightened him end broadened him in that short tiﬁe he broadened more
then he would have &t home. &and thie young eon of mine went out just
like a breath of air, in less than & half an hour, 1 eaving & wife and
tvo emall children. God bless them and bless them. How can one refrain
‘from asking, ;hy, ?hy? Just a bout two years before my Bemnett passed,
his wife's brother died by his own hand and under very suspiclous
circumstancee. My Bennett went to Etfe,brough his brother-in-law home,

gave him a decent burisl and arranged his ineurence for his wife and boys
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go that they mey have decent living and the boys & good education. He
even went so far as to move the little family todecent living quarters.
I was really eurprised and highly pleased for my Bennett did everything
as hie father would have done and s his father did do in hie early life
time. Oh my, how cen I remember all the fine acte of this young eon

of mine. In one minute the bell rang and my son David got the meesage
that Bennett was sick. When I ceme there fifteen minutes 1at9r, I wes
told he was gone. Gone? I did not understand! I was struck dumbl

I was bewildered! I was crushed! My Bennett, my Bennett who called me
his sweetis pie, who came to see me even on that fetal day,.whom I
patted on his shoulders and told him how fine he looked. it was only
about six houre before. But what & difference eix hours mede in my
life.I It made me poorer by one eon. It made me desolate. It made ume
afraid. It left me without mind, without memory. I heve heard people
bemoan theiw lot because they lost mohey, or they loet their home,

or they lost their income, or they could not buy themselves the lovely
.things they craved. To me all these loseee are like & joke. For in
time all these can be recovered. But once one loses & child, that

esn never be recovered. Only in God's own time when there will be &
resurrection. This one thought, this one hope'ia end has been my one
great help to me and & great comforting thought. Following my
Bennett's pessing awaey, I wee sick in heart, mind and body. It wase only
the greét kindness and goodness of my children that mede me try,to
respond to their loving care. I felt that I owed them some gratitude
vfor their cerees I could not let them know how I wanted to close my

eyes and fall esleep. For what is death but sleep of & deeper &nd
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sounder nature. Sleep until the end of time, all unconscious of the
terrible pain that gnaws &t the heart in the loss of & beloved child.
I pray to God that he spare my dear onee such paeine Yes, I know

they have lost a dear brother., I know what th&t loss is for I have
lost my only brother, but he wazs & men who hee lived & full life

and at his paseing out, he séid, * I have nothing to complain of for

I have hed & full life." I hed also lost my sieter. She died in my
arms. But we were oont;nt to let her gov. 8he had also lived & full
life with much pain end sorrow, with driale snd tribuletions, and with
much sickness, so that when she closed'her eyes &t the aée of sevent y-
one, I and her family could truly say "Thou art a True Judge". But a
young man who has just commenced to live end to realize how to live,
end was planning to live well, my God that is hard to reconcile one's
self to. It is now over & year since this dreadful. loss came to me.
How wonderful nature is end time is e greet healer. I have dlready
begun to be able to ses people, to go out shopping end merketing.

Iou eee I heve e family at home who still seem to need me and my
directions, eo I try to strenghhen myself, to leugh, to telk to them in
their own language. My Jacob, hie little girl end his boy Richard still
seem to need me, so I must keep on and on even though I am tired, very
very tired.

I go bﬁok to the time when my son Jacob merried a lovely girl,
Florence Bacharach of Philadelphis. ﬁe Were all so happy. Her family
were very happy and highly pleased that their dsughter married & man
from & fine family, a Srilliant man, e college graduate with fine native

good eense and nature, alsoc a fine Hebrew education. Heving graduated
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from college with high honor es he did from high school, in spite of

~ the fact that he and & coupls of hie friends would get into mischief

every now and again., Dr. Bumstein would send for me to tell me ebout
their troubles, for I elwaeys had to teke care of his friendMalcolm

as well. One day I said, "Dr. Bumstein, that is not feir. Malcolm
has & perfectly good fathe;', why do you not call on him?" *Well,

you see Mre. Davis, you can do so much more with these {aoyé, that is
why." Their misdemeanor was not very serious, but required a
reprimend, 8o I had to help Dr. Bumsteind A t the same time, it wes
Jacob who won the silver cup for his echool in his debate-with another
high school. From this he went to Harvard. Thanks be to God, I had
no trouble with him while he wes away. Only once in & while he would
agk my permission for some foolieh thing, but when I said no, it was
no. He was & brillient scholer. He mede e Magna Com Lauda. In his
last yesr &t college, he asked me let him enlist before he was of age.
I eaid nos 1 explained to him that our country had pessed a law as

to how the men were to be drafted.. I was willing to abide by that law
but I did not want any of my sone to go to the Army one day sooner then
their time called for. He finished school and came home. Luckily he
came just when we needed his most. My eon Max wae already in ithe Army

and my son Devid was called and was meking ready to go. The other

- boys each h)ad their duties. Maurice and Albert were too young, though

Maurice was & college and was treining in the Navy. Itzie was a doctor
and had & little family. Allan wae already passed the Army age with a
family. Bo thet the office, our business, wae being left without & director.

When Jacob came chome, he took up the work of our business ell by himself.

A

ey
i
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It wes a bréeve and daring thing to do, but I trueted himes I trusted

"my other sons. Than God he did very well until the othere came back

homs. Everything he did well. I well remember how he took hold of

my sister'e property. My dear sister tookcare of her property in ;.\
haphazard way, so she was always in the red. 8o one day when my
doctor ordered me to bed for a couple of weeks with e very slow heart
condition, I had 'hinﬁ to think about her fj.nancial condition. I
figured out thet she wes not getting ase much as five per cent on her
property, so 1 called her daughter Anna and explained that everybody
was entitled to at least six per cent ont heir money invested. I tried
to interest her in her mother'e #fairs so that she would do something.
She said to me, "You know Aunt A nnie, I can't do anything. Mother
would not listen to mes" So I had to talk to my sister myself. I
askqd her if she would ziaiae any of her rents es I knew end she knew she
was not getting what she was entitled 'to. She said she might raise
them & doller or two. I saw thet she did not know nor understand the
rentiﬁg condition so 1 told her to turn thie natter over to Jacob.

At firet she was loathed to do 80, but after due condideration ehe

let Jacob do what he could about the handling of her property. Jacob

did not know either, so he went to the Chamber of Commerce and a‘eked

~ them about the renting and how much certein kinds of property were worth.

They explained to him everything sbout the price per room. In no time
he raised the rente accordingly. He allowed ny sister as mu.é:ll as ghe

alwaye had and had enough left for repairs, beckt axes, back water rent
and back interest. I really thought he did & wonderful piece of work.

He did it well and with good judgment. He kept this up for Isome
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years until he hed them all clesred and then turned the matter over to
sister. In this wey and with the same judgment‘he mede friends end

in thie way he met and fell in lave with his wife and in due time they
merried. They were very happy. She was & darling, good girl. S8he
understood him and they gét along very well. In due time God blessed
them with a baby boy. Her family was very heppy. To grendfather |
Bacharach, the boy was precious becsuse there Were no boys, only girls.
He used to come here ¥ery often end enjoyed hie steye with hie daughter,
son~inw~law and grandson. Then Flarence had another bebye. This time

it wae & little girl, juet & darling little girl. They neamed her
Caroline. Bhe was & sweet child but one day sbe caught cold and my
daughter called in a baby sp ecislist, Dr. Pr ce. He said it was nothing,
she will be all right. The next day I saw thet the baby was worse so I
called the doctor again and egain he said it waé nothing. The next day
1 ealled the doctor in the ;norning and asked him to come over and bring .
& nurse With him. Hegot rether tross with me and I told him that the
beby' 8 mother was not & good nurse and to be sure to order & nurse. He
came and etill insisted thet I wes unduly alarmed. Them &t my ineistence
he called in & Dr. Riener. This doctor agreed with Dre Price. But the
baby got Wworse, so my son celled Dr. George Feildstein, hut it was too
lete. The dear little baby died that day, after suffering ebout five days.
I always felt the doctor did not know what wes the metter. I do not
know why we are sc efraid of our doctors. Why we do not ta:ke things

in our own hands. Why did I not cell & nuree myself. We ask these

questions after it is too late. Thie was juet another sorrow thet I
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went through, the losing of e little grand child end seeing my son
Jacob and his wife go through their first greit sorrows My poor Florsnce
dil not know what etruck her. She did not know how to take it. I

tried to help them = I tried to help &all of them.

Juet at thet tiwme, vhile 1 wasbusy with this stricken young femily,
my son Bernett and his wife ook siok, 80 I did what I could to hebp
theme I cooked for them for I kne# they all needed sowe strengthening
soupe. I wae eo teken up that I did not know who spoke tome o r who I
epoke to. Then one day I remember thet I had not heard from my son
Allan. Even then I wae busy cooking for the Sabbath day. I‘aaid to
myself that just as soon as I got through, I would call Allean up. While
thinking this, I remembered that Ailan always said, if you have an
1mpulaé to do & good deed, do not loy it off but carry the géod impulse
out. 8o I stopped and called Allan up. He told me hie family were il1,
did I not know it? I explained to him why I did not osll him and I did
not know that his family were ill. After Iexpleined to him thet Florence
wes 111 and thet Bennett and hie wife were sick, Allen said thatit was
all right and he understood why I did not call hime That wae the last
time I spoke to him in thie life. My A llan took sick thet night end

I took sick thet same evening, though We Were both normal whin I 8poke

1o him early in the afternoon. But I must go beck to my son Jacob, God

Bless him. 4s,young pecple they recovered after a time and started a
normal life again. They had their 1ittle boy Richard, God bless him.
Ve thought they were content but it seems Florence felt the lose of

her little girl more than we thought or know. In the meantime her
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father and mother went to Europe on a trip. There in Europe father
Bacharach took sick. Mre. Bacharach did noet know what to do, so she
took him to Vienne where whe wae sdvised to have her husband operated
on &t once. But she was 'Eerrifiad 80 instead she took him home. We
all eew he was doomed. Mr.lBachﬁrach was very skek for the better part
of a year. Florence went to see him numbrousstimes but elways ceme
back with little comfort. He lingered on in great pain for & léng

time but &t lest he passed ewey. He was & good men, & gentlemen.
Though -he was the esecond generation born in America, he was very religious
in a sense. He never did business on the Sabbath day while away from
home, nor did he have his business open on the Sabbath at the homs
office. He was & striot man and attended Divine Services every Sabbath
day.l Also he wae & very charitable man, God rest his soul. I went to
his funeral and there I saw how Well he was thought of. There were
about & hundred men at the evening services. Rabbi Max Kline conducted
everything. That wae the next great sorrow that over shadowed my son's
home. But every cloud had & silver lining. Some monthe later, my
Florence gave birth to snother little girl. Jacob and Florence were
very bappy ®With their little girl. It eeemed as though their loss

had been regained. They nemed thie baby efter the grandfather-Solomon,
o0 they celled her Suzemne - it wes es close @s they could get. They

- ¥ere very happy. Everything in their home wes grand., But when Flarence
went to see her mother, she élwaya cameé home like she wes beaten.f:For
@ long time I did not know what wae the matter, but one day she let it

oute Hermother and sister thought it wes outrageous for Florence to
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heve another baby 2t & time when her father wae so sicke. They made

- her feelvery bad. One time she thought she would take the beby aleng,

thinking it would soften her mother's heart when she saw what & beautiful
beby she had. But no, they would not have it that vey and again showed
t‘heir disspproval. Florence cams home hearteick. She then took up eome
public Work for the Coyncil of Jewish Wouwen and alsc for the Jewish Home
for Bebies end Children. On thet fatal day I called her up and asked
her to come to my house to help arrange something for the Jewish Home
for Babies. B8he laughed and said, "Why mother I have a Congumers' League
meeting et wmy house, but I think the Babies Home is more i;nportant, 80

I will coms to your meeting et two. " Bhe then went out to do some
marketing. It seeme while she was in the etore she got & severe chill and
cougfi 8o she came home and went to bed., Her maid called me up to tell

me she could not come &s she went to bed. I thought that wes very wise

"and I told the girl to call their doctor, which she did. When I ceme

over a little later that afternoon, my heart sank. My Jecob came home
from the office. He celled anothsr doctor end I saw what preparation
they made for her comfort. I saw at once my girl wee very sick. My

son called in enother doctor and snother doctor, but it wae no use.

Bhe wae getting worse, so my son telegraphed for her mother. We ;en‘c for
for a man from Philadelphia. Dr, Reese came and looked et the patient.
he said ehe has & fifty-fifty chance. Dr. Bimonton eeid to me, "You
pray for you are & good WOman,'Mr‘a. Dovis." I said, " Is i‘t; as bad as
thet?" He said, "Yes 4t is. We were wild. Here wes & young women so

full-of life. ao-ntrong, 8o happy and with everything to live for,

end in four ehort days she was gonee Whet terrible words, she wae gone .
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She left a griefe-stricken men with two little children. I really cen
not tell how things were. I was sgein struck down. I loved this young
woman. She was such @& fine person, so understanding. 8he was dear

to me like & daughter and in no tiwe I lost her. I do not know how

I lived. I did not know how my son lived. I did not know how the
children lived. I do not remember her funeral. I only knew that I
felt if only I could go and show and holler at the top of my voice,

meybe I would feel better and that terrible stone that wee in my heart

end throat would be better. But at the ssme time I knew I must not do that,

80 there I was = I had to comfort my.aon which I did the be;t I knew

how. In my bewilderment I did not know nor say any‘bhing about the
children. It must bave been & day or two after the funeral I sat sheking
from side to side when I heard someone say something &bout the children.
They did not know what they would do with them. I do not know if tlat
wes the way it was said or who eaid it. I turned around to them end told
them not to worry about the children. I will take them and care for them.
There wes & hush for & moment and that finished ;;he problem. They have
been with me ever eince. I loc;k at my little granddaughter sitting at
the pieno. A picture came to me how she‘lookad. Another plcture came to

me how I first got her. A forlorn little baby without a mother. She wes

- only eighteen months old, a helpless little baby not knowing whet heppened

to her, but I,knew. 4&nd there was my little boy, so little, so helpless.
Thenk God they were too small to know, but I knew. Now thenk God my
boy ie soon to be eixtéen, 8 big tall boy at the age of the cuff and
collar golng to hie firet dance. How I did it I do not know, butI do

know I gave them all the love and attention I gave my very own children.
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They came to me two little worme. They are now two young people. When

‘they were little, I went to their kindergerten parties and I sat in

their little chairs. I would never let them feel they had no mother.

I was thelr mother. I made them parties. I pede them picnics. 1

- often felt foolish among the young mothers but there I wes with them

and I keep thie up until tiuis day. Though letely I am unable to do

ae much personally as I used to, so I get my daughter Sarah to do thinge
for me. When it comes to reports or any difficulty, then I go myself
to straighten mettere out. I must express my appreciation to my
children for their cooperation in this, my responsibility. There is
only one thing I resent from thems When esomething arises they tell me
to whip thems Thet is one thing I never could do even when they ae
children deserved it badly. I never could hurt them for I ever have
before me that they have no mother. Their father is occupied with

his business most of the time so I do not trouble him. Thank God they
are good children, but they are children. I am now old. I have raised
my own femily. My baby was twenty years old. I had already forgotten
wWhat to do and how to do things for the little ones. Bo I put myself to
the tesk of learning.How meny times I was chagrined and at the same time
amused when my son's friende came to see the little ones. Thay‘would'
say, "Why Mre. Davis, the children look fine# How did you think they
would look? Yes, but they are looking fine.‘.They never thought of the
work and worry it was to aeé to 1t that they should look well, bshave

well, sleép well and go out among people Bo that they grow up welle I

never left them alone at lunch or &t dinner. When I am sick they bring
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their table near my bedeide and when wven no¥ I am busy in my room, my
little girl brings her lunch in my room to eat. She doee not like to b
AlOng. It is my belief that children should f rom their very babyhood

be treated like people, then in due tiwme they grow up like real people.
When it was time for Richard to start Hebrew school, 1 started him.to
Hebrew School. W¥hen it was time for Richard to start 8unday School, I
started him to Sunday Bchool. Later when it wee advisable to have
Richard leern dancing, I telked to him and showed him the advisability
of knowing how to conduct himeelf in polite society, so finally he went
to the dancy school. It wae not easy but with kindly persussion he is
doing right wells I had to teach Richard to go out end fight if need be
and not to be afraid to get hurt, but not let any one teke advantage of
him. \}?1ano lesgons ceme very hard. He did not want or like the teacher
80 he Would not teke the lessons. I let him alone for one year. One day
I saw him listen to Suzi play, which she does very Well. I asked him

in an off hend manner, how about it Richerd. You know you like music.
Oh yes, I like nusic but I will nottake from Mre. F. You do not have to
take from Mrs. F. You can have another teacher. BSo Mester Richard
started his mueic with his favorite cousin, Bamette. He did very well
for a time. I did want him to know and appreciate good muaic; to love

~ muslc and be able to play for his own pleasure, but it was no go. After
he really mastered the keyboard, his father allowed him to stop. After
1 had rput in ;o much time and patience. It was not easy but when I saw it
¥ae no useVI let go, even though it is egainet my best judgment. - I hed t,

do &1l the planning end thinking for the children. Their father's businees
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tekes him out of the city for weeks at' & timg, so he/hardly able to do
much plenning. I have to do all for the children. ThenKGod they are
really getting along veiy well. Richard's Bar Mitzvah gave me quite a
turn. After going to Hebrew Bchool for about five years, without any

i protesi, without eny trouble, even I knew he was not progreuiﬁg very
well. I went to the principal, Mre Savege and Rabbi Lichter, not so
much for my own boy as for other boys whose mothers complained to me.
After ; great deal of talk as to the whys ah& vwherefores, Mr. Savege seid
the scihool needed another teacher, but the school needed more money. I

asked him how much he heeded and he eaid three hundred dollers to finieh

; the semester. I will get the money for you in a few days. You get
| the teacher. But instead of getting another teacher he allowed the
8ame ';;eacher to teach these eame children, and 6f course they agein
did not progress, even.though 'I.geal'e the three hundred "dol‘iara thet same
week. This went on 'unt:i.l the time when Richard should have started to

study for hie Bar Mitzveh. 1 felt quite satisfied that ell was well,

but when I examined Richerd, I fat:hd he could not resd the Hebrew and I
was struck dumbe. Here I was working end getting money for other
childron and my own child was being neglected. It mede me sick at

| heart. 8o I again met with Mr. Sa.va.ge and the Rabbl. I asked what

wag the matier here. Are you try‘lng to shame me before the whole

Oongregation?’ I who have worked for our Oongregation, I who have given

80 much monsy to the Bymgogue and to the Hebrew Sohool, and my

grandson ehould not know Hebrew nor could heread & word of the Bible.

o e

They told me not to worry that they would tske Rickard in hand and that

he would know his P arshe end his Mafteu, even though bgys’ ere never e .
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expected to read the Mafteu. Well, how dan I tell you all I had to go
ﬁhrough before Isaw any progress. I must sey I never had eny trouble
with the boy. He never refused to attend his Hebrew School. My son was
away most of the time and when I epoke t:. him &bout the matter, he se.id,
"Mother, it is in yourhands. All I want is & very fine Bar Mitzvah."

8o you. can imegine what I hed to go through. I went to Rabbi L icthér,

I told him or rather asked him what I had done to him' or the Shule or

the Hebrew School that they so neglected my grandchil& and they seemed

8o unconcerned about the whole metter. They told me agein I should not
worry thet Richerd will be able to read and deliver himself 'Well. Thenks
be to God, Richard studied end he learned very well both with the chenting
of the Parsha and the singing of the Mafteu. The reason the other boys
never had Mafteu was because they could not teach the boye that particulear
chant. B0 my daughter, 8mrah, God ble s her, went to Chazen Bloom.

She learned the chant and in turn taught it to our Rickerd. He did very
well both in his reading of hie Persha, his Mefteu and also & fine Hebrew
speech. We had some fine parties after all my trouble and hearteche. I
¥ill never forgive elther the Ra£b1 nor Mre Savage for I have found that
our Holy Religion carries on not because of their efforts but in spite
of thems I hold the entire Rabbinate responsible for the ignorance of
our people of the beauty of our Holy Religion. First I mede a fine
dinner for Richard and his boyfriends, then we had a light luncheon at
the Bhule on SBabbath with plenty of wine, liquor, ceke and other drinks,
thenwe bad a fine family dinner and on Bundey evening we had s lovely
reception for my son's friende &nd mine. Laughingly I o ten eay it wes

like a Polish wedding, but really we were all very happy. This couming
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May Richerd will be confirmed in his Bunday School, Plemse God. It is
all very gratifying. I em putting all thie down in detail bemause you
know I am not so young nor 80 strong &ny more. Everything I do now is
with great effort physically. But thank God I gave my songreat pleasure
and my grandeson & fine memory. He will always remember his Bar Mitzvah

and I hope in turn he will meke his son's Bar Mitzvah. I am sure it

[ENpr——

was very worth while. Thie will sound ;illy but it is worth while to
put down. During this period Richard thought it would be good to go
to Bhule every Sabbath morning @s he used to before his Sunday School classes
took place on the Sabbath dey. So he was away from his Sun’da‘y School work
four Sabbath days. &fter his Bar Mitzvah his teacher, Rabbi Rothchild,
marked him a zero in his work. My son could not understand how Richara

) would“desmrve a zero 8o he went to his teach¢Bnd Rebbi. Jacob asked,
“Is my son so dumb that he deserves & zerol" The teachers and Rabbi
ﬁothchild eaid no, but he wae absent from school. But you know he was
attending Sabbath Services and also studying Hebrew. But thet did not
intérefxt thems But my son®id that wae not fai. Give Riémrd his
examinstion and if he faile I willsee youa re right but if he does not

fail, then I want that failing mark erased from his records. Richard

i
i
o
v
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came out With high marke. I still have my duties towards the children.
They have no mother and their father is eway the greater part of the

year so 1 mus} shoulder all responeibility. Can I ever forget the

fright 1 bed with my little Suzi. She ies & sturdy little girl but
as all children she would take sick every now end again, which would

upset me very much. One day the doctor saidSuzi had bad tonsile

g
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which should come out. 8o they erranged with the hoepital to have this
done. My Jacob, my dear daughter and my déctor eon told me thet Suzi
was staying at echool for her lunch. I never suspected anything. I
sald all right for suzi would ask to stay for lunch at sohool Bo that
was nothing new. About middey my son Itzie called me and said, "Well,
they ara.cut.“ Who was out and he laughed and said Suzi's tonsils are
out. I could-not say anything for e minute or two., I was very glad
to hear this, but still I did not think they should have done this
without my knowing, but thank God they Were out. She got along very
and the next day ehe was well énough to be broughﬁ homs « .Everything
wes fine. Buzl was in bed near me. Bhe started to walk and on the
fifth day she wanted to get dressed so Is tarted to dress her. 8he
wag feeling 80 goods Just then I sew her change color. I asked wes she
gick aﬁd she said yes. I laid her down right across the bed. I did
not want to move her end immediately called the doctor. He was just
getting dressed and would come right away, but I did not wait, I
called the other doctor who opsrated on her. He said to me in a very
crose menner tobring her to the hospital. I told him she was too sick
and I could not move her. He again said bring her to the hospital.
take a cab and bring her to the hospital. Then I let go, I told that

men the hoapital wae for the sick end not for hie convenience. My

- little girliwas too sick to be moved. Bhe wes bleeding too much end

too hard and that he muet come right away., In the meantime I did what
I oould to stop her bleeding. I was afraid she would bleed to desth.
I was scared but thank God I had enough s ense left to do such things

a8 applying ice to her throat, giving her ice and before leng the doctor
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came. He 8t once clamped the wound and stopped the bleeding. Then
her other doctor cams. They then told me thies often happens on the
fifth day, but why did they not tell me thet at first. Doctors

should caution their patients. How can I tell all about the trials
and tribulations that I went through and am still going through with
these little ones. It is now eleven yeares since their mother died.

I never forget for one minute that they heave no mother so I must be
more than a mether to them. Thanke be t§ (od they are now on the road
1o & good and useful life = with school, with music, with dencing,
with religion, with Sabbath services, with culture and with loving
kindness to one another. I could write on and on of the parties I
made for them, the picnice and other affairs. How I hed to teke the
right care of them. I had to etudy how to correct them and yet not

be offensive to them or to their father. How many times I could not
go out because I wWould not leave them alone. Where I go I alwaye teke

them along if at all poseible, even though it ie hard on me. I have

to go to the dentist with Suzi because I want her teeth to be perfect.

I go to the doctor with her. I do not let her go alone. I had to have
& dispute with my son. I did not trust the men he selected, yet he

put the responeibility on me to see that her teeth are well attended. 8o

I called two others to advise me. I found my judgment wee right.

A ll)this time I kept on with my public work and the work I had
to do with my own femily, for even though my fenily are upstending men
and women, there is plenty of work to do for children, for to me they
are still children. When one of them is sick, I suffer with thems When

one ies troubled, I amt roubled also. When they are doing well, I am
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doing well also. I go through all their trials with them. They have
only one me to trouble about. I have meny triale to go through, being
mother of them all. I really hive not the gift to be able to write out
all I have gone through with my dear femily. God:bless theme I could
not do otherwise. I have just now rebuilt end remodeled our play room

end kitchen. I am very happy to have done this. I am only sorry 1

’did not think of this sooner, but once I thought of the imprévement, I

had it done, even though I am old everyone merveled é.‘o mee I bave to
meke ail decieions. Just now I have to decide to let Suzi go to Camp.
I do not like Campe but my son was bombarded with letterd about the
benefite of camp life and as my eon seems to think it will be good for
Suzl, so in spite of my prejudice I have consented to let her go. It
wey be very fine fo r those children whose mothers are lazy and
irresponsible, who have no patience with their children, so they ®send

them to camp where the ch:ildren ere regimented by & whistle. A whistle

“to get up, & whistle to go to eat, to go to play and & whistle to stop.

It ao!b‘appena thet I do not like such & life for & child who can not do
anything without being told, so I am not strong for camp life. Last
year 1 arranged thet their father thke them on a trip for two weks. They
hed & grand time. They learned & lot, they met some very 1nteroeting

people, saw meny interesting and historic sights and came home very

happy having been with their father on very femilier plenes. They came
. H

back much wiser than when they went away and to this day & year later,
they etill speak of one thing or another that they experienced.
Richerd met and epoke to Mr. Knudeen, the director of National producticn.

Ho went right up to this gentlemsn and told him that he, Richard,was a
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great admirer of hie. They shook hands and Richard told me, "Grandme,
Mr. Knudsen got red in hie face when I told him I sdmired him." Now

no camp could give such en experisnce to & young boy or girl. 1 will
let Buzi go thie year and I hope she will enjoy her summer. We shall see.
1 bave another little granddaughter next door to me. I would like
Dorothy to go ealso. She 18 my other son's child. My son Meurice

just moved next door to me. I em very happy they bought the house.
Leona wanted & home of their own and as I am a believer in osning

the home, I urged them to buy. Very wisely, they put the house in

very fine condition by decorating and remodeling complot.e;.y before they
moved in. It looks very besutiful. I must say Leona had a good deal

to do while all the repairs were going on. I heard her say, "Mother,

I lc;'ve this house, I love it." That is verygratifying for I feel I
have great influence in makiné their lives happy, much more so than

it would have been had I been indifferent. But, thank God, I was very
sure what I urged and encouraged would be geod for thems It is good,

it enriched their lives and mede it full. I wént through a great deal
of deb:&,ting with myself. Why must I always essume the responsibility

to urge,to advise, but thank God, it was the wisest advice I ever gave.
As I maid, I heve been enriched by all kinds of experiences. When I look
around at eome of my friends and ac;guaintlnoea, I woﬁder how they put
“their time in. As for me, I am pever done. I alwaye have two, three

or four thwsks to performs I go from one task to snother. I em happy

to do my bit. Even thie day, Jen. 28, I think I finished for good & task

I began 26 ysare ago when I sent & woman to the hospital to be delivered.

T
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She gave birth to & little boy. Sumehow a Priest came to see her and
wented to baptise her baby. She got hysierical and the hospital sent for
mes« This poor soul:told me what she wes afraid tot ell the nurse or doctor.
1 assured her that es long as she would not permit this Prieatrtb baptize
her baby‘, he would not dare do so. But you see, Mre. Davis, he put this
imege on the baby. Sure enough there was & little silver Christ child
pinned on the baby's gown. 8o I eaid, "Well never mind, I will arrange
to heve your baby circumeised, then their will let you alone." I then
spoke to the superintendent. He permitted me to send the Reve Mr. Bloom,
Who is u fine Mohal. Mr. Bloom circumcised the baby in due ‘.oime. The
mother was dischanged and they egein sent for me. I bought & little
laystte for the child as the mother hed no clothes for it. I took her

to the 4rain to send her to & convalescent home+« Bhe waes there for four
weeke. When she wae diecharged she took her baby to the Pittsb.urgh Home
for Babies and then dieappeared. The home kept the baby for four'years
and then asked the Jewish people tu find a home for thie baby. Mree A
Er;glander took t is child. She and her husband had no children so they
took this little homeless one into their home end into their hesrts.

Mrs. Englander came to me to ask ehout the child. I,gave her the facts
as they were. I also advised her .ot to talk to the other women about
this child. I also advised her to legally.adopt thie beby. She and her
husband fully intended to do so. I watched the growth of this boy and his
upbringinge I can truthfully say that Mre. Englander gave to this boy the
best and fineet training that eny mother could. She watched his schooling,

his Bunday echool, hie Hebrew school and his home conduct was of the finest.

[
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I hed visited at her home & number of times and everytime I saw evidences
of & fine home training. Once I vieited her when she was laid up with a
broken ankle. As we were talking this boy ceme in to the room to ask
permiss ion to go to & movie., Hie mother eaid yes he could, but he must
have his milk and bread firet. He took the milk though he did not want
it. Then he came for his money. His wother gave him the money and he

ren to the door. Then he stopped end saild "But mother, who will s tay here
with you." We were all thrilled with hie wérda and with the joy that came

over her face. She said, "My dear, these ladiee will stay with me." Then

e
-

hé flew like the wind. He was then eabout ten ort welve years old. The
next I saw him when he was Bar Mitazvahe. He was then & tall boy and
conducted himeelf very well. W e zll had & grand time and everything was
well. lThen hie foster father lost hie business and his money. So they'

" moved to New York state. The last I saw him he wes a tall boy of about
sixteen, but I often heard of him through his mother. éhe told me ﬁany
times that he was her whole life. She lives only for hime About two
years ago her huebend died. I had not heard of thia sorrow until the
other dey when she called me up to @&sk & favor. B8Bhe came and told me
about her husbend. While he lived they had everything. Now she has to
depend on her boy &nd the boy knows he hes to provide for har; While he
is working, he had made application for another job which would pay him
better. He applied in mme defenes work. There they are very particuler
and they must have his birth‘certificate end being thet he ié from another
state, he must have en affidavit that he is the same boy that was born and

reaised in Pittsburgh. I knowing all the circumetances, she asked me to
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give her thie e ffidavit which I did at my lewyer's o fice. It was a real
pleasure to see this young men'spicture which she showed me. He is &
handsome young men as he was a handsome boy. He works during the dey and
goes to college in the evenings. He does not emoks or drink and now at
thé age of tﬁenty—six, he wante hie mother to go through the adoption
procedure so that he will be her eom legally;aa well as moraliy. I was
delighted. I alsoc shed a few tears with her in her sorrow and eshe shed:a
few tears witﬁ me in my sorrow. This is only one of the tasks that I
coﬁatantly‘h&ve to perform. I am happy to do so. All I ask from the
good God is to grant long life to the rest of my children.

What are these little trials that one is heir to me compared to the
trial of the loss of a child, be he old or be he young? The loes of a
child is the greatesttrial of all. I often wonder how I can live and my
dear sor died. The thought that never, never could I Bee or hear the
beloved one that has been taken. How can I stend the thought that he
could heve been so useful to his 1itﬁle son end hie little daughter. To
know that his little ones have to go through life Without their father.
My God, hot can I bear it? I know I am ungrateful to Gor for he hes given
we grand good sons and & loving daughter. Let me be grateful for them,
dear God. Many, meny times Ifeared I wes losing my mind f rom the sorrow
#nd the grief from the loss, the hoert ache and the heart hunger for my
doar ones. Bgt I always think of my dearloving family and in my most end
greatest unheppiness, I smile at them eand eay I eam quité all right, when if
the truth would be told, I would rather have cried and cried. That ie why

1 am 8o glad that my son Maurice and his family have moved near me and when
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they tell me they are really very havpy with their new home, I have a
keen satisfaction that I have had one little bit in that happiness.,
I am much better in my health. I know I am not strongs I know my kness are
very bad, my heart is not eo good, neither is my breething, but still I
em better. I think one of the things that meke me better is the lives
of the children. They are allgetting elong, thenke be to God. My daughter
Barah hes two darling little girls, and a good husband. Hie buédness
is incremsing, theank God. They have bought their home and Are now in
the process of remodeling, redecorzting and fixing up and that mekes me -
ver& happy, for even in that I had the courage to encourage ufy son-in-law
to make the investment. Sometime I willw rite more about that.

Juet now I must eay that with all that I have been able to do, I am
baffled: by the action of my son &lbert. This boy of mine was snd still
ie & very handsome men, a bright,.highminded'human. But lately somehow
he seems to have changed. I hed been v ery ill when he was born. He ceme
into my family after I hed a iarge numbér of children. He was raised just
the same ae &ll my other children and he wes quite & normel boy. He started
schobl et the given age. He started hie Hebrew 1 ssons Juet the same as
the other children. He went to Sunday School at the Rodef Shalom Temple
as did my other boys. He wae & little fellow when his father died, but our
life went on just as though P & was alive = that was the way I wanted our
lives to be and)I think that father would have wanted us to live that way.
When Iwae sick,ll well remeumber he %as my shopper. I learned from him how
to give my orders, for one day when I told him to buy snething, he said,
*Mother, this ies firet choice, now what is your second choice.! I have

practiced thies even unto thie day always to have & second choiée. I thought
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it wae very clever of & child to emprese himself that way. I remember
all these little treats. He was not any more tempermental then any of the
other children, although we always felt he wes & little high strung. & fier
his publiec and high e chool, he entered the P ittsburgh Univereity. He
was an aQerage student and seemed %o get his work. I just do not know
When the change took place but he did change. He started his social 1ife
quite young with & g roup of boys snd girle from his high school and
his Sunday echool end before long he was & very frequent visitor at the
home of Laura Adolph. Weused to temee him about it but the crowd was
nice end there wes no objection on either side. When Laure wes confirmed,
I went to their mception and I found my Albert there. Jokingly I said,
"Well, I see my representetive is here before me." Mrs. Add}ph answersd
%hat no- one was more Welcomethan Albert. Unfortuﬂately, Mre Adolph becanme
sick a year or two after Laure's confirmation and Albert sort of became
their friendlyessistent. This went on until Albert was about ninteen.
Then one day he came to me end aeked if it would be all right for him end
Laure to become engaged withouttelling mother Adoiph. I eaid "No, it would
not be all right. You see, my son, Mr. Adlph is very ili and Mrs. Adolph
is very much worried about him. I think it would be taking advéntage of
two eick people so to speak. I said, wait, you are both very young and
-you have lote of time. When the time comes you e¢an Bpe;k to mother Adolph
and with her cgnsent you can becoms engaged.” My son listened to me. He
kept up his visite to Laurs right along. Th;n one day he came to me and
said he would like to start to work eo @& to prepare himself. I said,

"S8onny, you heve to finish your college, you can't stop now right in the

z
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middle. He eaid he intended to keep up hie college work by going to night
coilsge. I t ink that was where I made my mistake. I let him change from
the daily attendence to night attendsnce énd he worked at the office during
the day. He alsoattended to &ll of Mrs. A dolph's business for Mr. Adolph
wae very eick for more than two years. Then Mr. Adolph died and my A‘lbert'
became & man of effairs. He attended to all their business, to all of
mother Adolph's budiness. Thie made his college work suffer with the
result thaet he stopped alto gether. He really never graduated. Well, some
time after he and Leura announced their engagement and ehortly after that
‘they married., All this time I had no trouble with my Albert. But just
a8 soon &8 they'ﬁere to be merried my troubles began. It is too trivial
to speak about but for Albert to agree to ect eo strangely puzzled me.
It madeame wost unhappy but I tried to overlook everything and every action,‘
whether it was towards me ort owards my daughter. Mrs. Adolph made a
very nice.wedding. My family and I attendéd and everything was in good
order. Although I wanted to weke & grand party, somehow I was so
hampered thet I gave up the idea, so my son David threw & very nice affair
a8t the Club. But eomehow I already saw the difference in my Albert. I
always knew thet it is natural for & man to leave his father and mother and
cling unto his wife. I did not object to that but I was diatresséd anyhov «
A8 Laura was an only child and as mother Adolph wae & lone women, it was
naﬁural for Albsrt aﬁd Laure to live at home. Mres. Adolph was a rich women,
still albert did not want to live there gratis, so he again came to me
to ask what 1 thought would be feir. I told him since they were to live in

& big fine home, he would have to pay more. I told him what I tnought would
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be fuir and he arranged this with Laura's mother. Everything went along
fairly well - not too femiliar, not too distant. OFf course Albert was

not & Davis any more, he was like some one else. After some years Qod
blessed them with & boy. Luura had not been very well. I did not know

what was thermatter so I advised thmnvéry earnestly to gé to Atlantie City.
Then they laughed end told me they were expecting & Bleesed Event. I
certainly was surprised. Well, shortly after the boy wae born. AgeinI

had a lixtle difficulty, but even that was arranged. I ocelled the Rew.

Mr. Bloom. He circumesised the child and nemed him. EVerythlng went along,
as I said, not too femilisr, not too gtrange. But there was a separation.
Thet ie one thing I do not understand. We place g reat value on friendship.
On childish asgociation, we overlook their peculiarities, but when there ig
a differeﬁce betweenbrothers, then it becomes very bitter. Well, everythipg
went along until that fatal day in 19 29 or 19%0 or was it even later than that,
but it eeems that mother Adolph had inveated very heavily in stocks, & great
deal on margin and everything went. When I heard ebout it I did not know
what to éo. My firset impulse wes to go to her and m& second was how Will she
teke my visit. Bpt as my firet thought was kindly, I thought I would go
with the hope that I would be received well. I went and found the poor woman
distracted. B8he carried on'most distressingly and I tried to comfofi her .

I pointed out whet wes the money or the lose of money. Thenk God she had
Laure and her grandson and son=-in=~law. Why cry about the money. But she
would not be comforted. After a while another friend came to see her end she
said the same thing., We quisted her a little and I came homs. After thet
Laura tried to get money from friends to pay on wargin. The office gave her

& check for five thousend dollars. We could not give them more as we were
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losing momey ourselves, not in #tocks but in business. Well the whole thing
was tragic; They would not let any of their stocke go. They held on and
on until everything went, my son's money as well. They thought they were
poor, very poor and in their poverty actlon, they really did becoms poor.
For some reason or other Leura easked Albert to come home to fix the
furnece. He came home with his porter. Whether he fixed the furnece or
not I do ﬁot know but he wes wad clear through to call a men from his
business to fix & furnace. Boiling e&s he was, he got in his car to go
back to the store esnd that was when that dreadful accident happened. My
gon was 8o hurt that he was not expected to live. I was told his car was
so spashed that it wae not worth towing away. Well, I got the news and
as he wes so very eick they thought I should come. I suppose I mede &
miataké by going to the hoepital end going directly to his room without
stopping to ask permission. I did not think I needod‘any'one'a permission.
I was so distracted, so upset I did not think, I only knew he was badly
hurt and I felt I must see him to assure myself that he was living. When
I walked into his room he smiled at me. I thanked God for his mercy to me
end my son. I thenk God and Bless His Holy neme every day that my son was
spared to me. He was very sick witha compound fracture of the skull. He
wae in the hoepital for e long time and was still acting very pogr When they
"took him home. At first Laura tried to nurse him herself. I knew that was
too hard for Her to de. I begged them to get & nurse. I tried to make
them understand thatl would pey for the nurse. I really do not remember all
that went on but it wae not good. I, being & great believer in Aplantic City,

edvised them to let Albert go to Atlentic City feeling sure the sun and air




something. He only @ mes once ina great while. He has never called on

. knew it wae on the ninteenth. He laughed and said, "No, the eighteanth,"
.1 asked him whet he wanted for his birthday and he sédd he did not want any-

‘thihg, just my.love. Well that was very nice but how would you like a nice

60 I had a lovely ring made for him. I took it up to him personally. “He .
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would do him good. Well he went but he was very unhappy there so he came becka
Then for & very short time they csme to my home. Here too I asked for a

ﬁurse but I could not persuade them, so after a short time they Went home.

He suffered very much from dizzie epells. He often féll down just

where he_atood, and he very oftenfell down the stairs. Heéertainly suffered
very much. But as time went on Albert lsgetting better. .I pray to the

good God that he will some day be completely cured, though I waslfold that

is hardly to be e#pected. So now I pray that he should get over whet is

bot hering him. That is between him and me and the family, for there is

his eister though ehe lives almost across the street from him. He hae
never sseen h;r baby Barbera, though the baby is now & year old; God bless
her, ehe is & doll. I know that since my Bennett died something was

added to whet had been before, but @8 we had never mede it clear to him
that Laure would not iet the family go up to see him énd now he thinks

the fewily did not care. S0 now he will not unburden himeelf to me &s to
what is bothering him. He never calls me up sometimes for months at e time .
This last Kew Yeare I waited for a call all day and since none ceme I called
him. He was very nice and cheerful andlreminded me to be sure not to

forget his birthdey. I told him this time I surely will not forget as I

)

diamond ring. No, he did not want & diamond ring. But this is different,

this 48 one of my ringe that I have from father. Well, fhat ie different,

.

A
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received me very nicely. He thought the ring was lovely. He thanked me.
Laura also was very nice, but I heve not heard from him &s yet. It is
now about two weeke since, but what is two weeks, I have often not heard
from him in longer periods. I also gave a lovely diamond ring to my son
Itzie. It was & great surprise 1o him but he loves it., I want to give
a great number of my precious tﬂinge away to the children now while I

am living so'aome day I will give my other sons my other diamonds. I
8till have this one piece of work to do though I am dremdfully afraid

of it, but as I have always had to work out my own salvation, so I have
to work this out. I have doﬁe meny, meny things but I never neglected
my family. No matter how meny mestings I had, no metter what organi=
zations I hed to do for, I always was home before six when I expacted

my hu;band home. My dear family always encouraged me and teased nme,

and at the same time helped me. ¥dthout this encouragement end assistance
I could never have done all the good work that I have done. Thers are
romé things thet 1 heve done that are beyond price, beyond descriptions
As I go on, I will try to tell some of the wonderful things that I have
accomplished. But my family came first and I can t ruthfully say they
were enough to keep one busy. One season my dear husband wanted the
children's pictures taken. He desrly loved to have their pictuféa at

~ different ages. So at this time a very fine photographer, Mr. Ralph
Minhert wes putting out @ very fine photograph and & beautiful water color
et e special price. I took my family down inrelays. I could not teke
them all at one time; It wae some work and I was worn out mny times,
but 1 got the job done. It took me weeks to have thie done, but after

all the pietures were lovely. My husband loved them even though he hed

~
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to pay & stiff price. I etill h.ve some of the water colors in my home.

Bome 1 have given to my married children. What do the mothers of today

know of the work I did for my family. Now they have & nurse from the
time the baby is bofn to when the baby is able to walk. Not so with me.
I nursed all my eleven myself, whan they were little and when they were
big. I had edditional help in the house but the children were my job,
my responsibility. L1 bathed them, dressed them, inspecﬁed them and
bought their clothes. Four suite at a time, dozens of stockings,

dozens of underwear, & dozen of shirts, pa jemas and handkerchiefs.
loday the mothers have only one lonely child and it ie a lohely child
for the wmother sleepe late and the little one has to eat by itself. They
even tell each other how bad or disobedient their ochild is. Why half
the time the poor child looks like some péor neglected little one who

is dressed by’careleas meides I know & number of children who ask their
maide to sit with them b.cause their mothers sre either sleeping or are
out. No so with me. I never let my children eat alone. Even to thie
day if I can not eat 1 take a cup of tea or coffee and sit with them. I
was never bored or lonesome. I never had the time to be either. I
always had something to do. If it was not one thing, it was another.

1l was sewing one day near & window. My little fellow Maurice, who was
thun about four years old, came over to me. He cllmbed up on the window
will between @e and the machine. We had big storm windows. I thodght
the storm windows were locked but the maid had ecleaned them and did not °
fasten them securely. When my little boy got up on the 8ill, he over

belanced and before I could grab hold of him he fell out of that window.
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1 screamed. My how I screamed. I flew down the stairs screaming for
Mary, for somehow I knew I needed helpe I was sure my little boy was
érushed. When I got out doors I sew him lie there and I thought he was
dead, he wes 80 still. I picked him up. He quietly opened his eyée

end said, "Oh my leg". I thought his leg was b roken. I carried him
into the kitchen end put him on the telbe near a window where there was
good light, always thinking of help for my childe W hen my meid came

in erying, "My God, what happened.®, I never seid & word only to stay
while I wemt for the doctor. I wes eo distracted that I forgot I hed a
telephone. Then I turned back to my boy. He did not cry v%ry muche

He only said, "I fell memis, I fell." Oh how heppy I was 4o hear him
aéy that. The—&octor came and examiﬁed him. He could not find eny
injury-so he told me to put him in bed. After I hed him insbed, the
doctor agaih examined him but found him unharmed. It wes & great wonder
for usually if one only rubbed their hand over the rough asphalt, it would
scrateh the heand and meke it bleed. Here this child fell &bout twenty
feet and wes not even scratched. We ®ondered at the miracle. An old lady,
my next door neighbor, siad the angels epread their wings under him. It
muet have been so for not oné drop of blood was seen. I kept him in.bed
for two weks and then he started to walk. He sort of waddled from side
to side. Pa said, "You know Annie, I do not 1like how Meurice walks, !

1 satd, "Pe, I ea thankful to God that he is able 4o walk st all, My
Mauri ce érew uﬁ tobe a blg fine good man. God bless him.and give him
long life. Oan eny one realize what I suffered that dey and night.

I know I myself did not realize how I hed the sense to do all I did in

that time. I reeped much fron my femily. I feel I grew stronger with
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every trial that I wen£ through with them.

Ay enother time my son Itzie, Who Wwas then & high school boy, came
home with & cold. I put him tobed and then called the doctor. The
doctor looked him over and said there wae nothing much the matter with
him, he will be all right in & day or two. Just keep him in bed and
give him these pille. He stayed inbed & few days then went back to
school. A fter a few deys he ceme home sick again. When the doctor
saw him he said, this time it is pneumonia. He was & very eick boy.
At the same time my little fellow Maurice took sick. Albert wae then
the baby. He aleo took sick. At firet the dootor made very light of the
two little ones. Itzie wes the one thet wae very sick.. W ell we just got
down to nureing three very sick childreﬁ. I esked the doctor to let me
get & nurse. The doctor said, "No, Itzie is getting along and the little
ones Will not do good with & nuree."  So we divided up the work. 1 took
care of these three sick children With the help of my dear deughter Freds,
of Blessed Memory. They got along very well. When when Itzie had passed
his orieie, and the other two were getting.better, I took a chill. After
I had attended to them all, I gave them their medicine, bathed ihem and
brought them their trays, I eat walting for the doctor to come. I was
very chilly so I sat by the fire. The doctor asked me What wes- the matter.

I told him I wes very cold. He looked et the children end said they

Were z etting elong. He said, "Youare tired, go lie down on Freda's bed and

rest a while. You will then Bel better." I did so but soon Iwas
babbling. My femily sent for the doctor. In that eshort time I developed
pneumonia. I was very sick for more than two weeke. In addition to the

pneumonia, I was with child end was threatened with miscarriage. I could
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not retaein eny nourishment, even ¢rushed ice came upe BSo here I was with
hot pecks on my cheet and ice bags on my abdoman. It wae then the doctor
called & nurse to take care of me, while my dear deughter Freda, of
Blessed Memory, took cere of the children. Strange, when I asked the
doctor for & nurse to help the children, he sald 1 was taking good care
of them, but when I, the mother, took sick, then he called a nurse.
Thenk God we were able to pey for a nurse. But God for bid if & family
can ﬁot afford to pay a nurse, it is too bad. After the second Wweek

I cried to see my little ones, for though we were on the same floor, I
did not see thems The nuree carried each one In to the déo; of my roome
I was still too sick to do aught but just look &t them. Even that was
too much for I cried and was unnerved the whole day. As time Went on, I
wes &liowed 6ut of bed, then I wae allowed to go to their rooms. I found
wy Itzie up and remdy to go down staris. But the two little ones were
8till pretty eick, so I got busy again to help the nurse bring them back
to health, e ven though I washardly able toget about myéelf- My little
Albert was the baby. He regovered quite well, bui Maunice was #till very

gick. No matter whet we did, it did not seem to do him any good. His

temperature continued. When he saw Albert dressed end about, he cried that

he wanted to be dressed aleo. It was a very pitiful eight to see him cry,
for he was Bo very weak. 1 wes to be dressed, I want to bedressed. The
nurse did not know what to do, so I said, "Now be good my d%?r and mothérA
will dress you." The nurse thought I wae out of my mind but I knew what
would meke him ﬁappy. 1 did not want my little boy to ery himself into

more fever if I could help him. So I.bathed him, put fresh pejamas on,




Page 216

put nice woolen s tockings and werm slippers on and & lovely woolen dressing
gown. He was all dreesed upe. Then I had the nurse make his bed up with a
| white spread and pillows. Then I leid him on top of this dressed up bed
end covered him up with other blankets, for he wes too eick to be out of
beds But he wae satisfied ~ he was dressed with stockings and slippers.
Really it seemed he got better from thet day. He commenced to ask for
gix dishes on his tray. All this time thedoctor did not allow him
snything 8o how could the nurse bring six dishes. ] sadd, "Well you

kno¥ nurse, we have lote of dishes downstairs." But she did not under-
stand so she brought one glass of orangeade in one hand and lemonade in
the other hend. The child threw himself all over the bed and cried,

"I want eix dishes". So I said, "Now nursie, you bring eix dishes for
ﬁaur%ce.“ I again had to give the nurse & lesson how to nurse & sick
child. i said to go down and get e nice tray, put a fine doilie omn it,
then f£ill the tray with dishes, - & little gless with lemonade, another
little glass with orangeade, another glaée with water, 6ne little dish
with junket and on a little plaete a little wafer which he was allowed

to heve. Be sure to put every gless on a smell plate and put spoons

and a fine napkin on the trey. Of couree she thought I was cfazy but
when she brought the £ray to him he counted each dish ahd was gﬁite
satisfied. In all it wes six dishes of nothing but it was what he
wanted. Yog see, mother knew what the eick child wanted. The doctor

came that a;ternoon and he found my little boy so much better and
¢ontented thet he said now we will feed him a little better. I sent for
Carlsbad wafers. They are very small, like & button, but it wes enough to

start him on. 8o he commenced to get better and stronger from day to day,
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but he always hed to get dressed with his stockings and slippere and 1lie
dnltop of hie bed. He wae sick for eight weeks. He got 8o thin, he was
juet a little bag of bones. We had to carry him on & pillow for some

time but thank God he was getting better. Itzie was better and able to

be ebout. Albert was by now running around. Only Maurice end I coyld
herdly walk. I was better so I had begun to t hink of housecleaning.
Apaper henger ocame to see me. Just as I wae looking through his books,

my dear hueband came in. I said, "What is the metter dear with your arm."
"Nothing, nothing," he answered. But I saw at once there wansometﬁing.
éhen he told me thﬁt he fell and broke or sprained his wrist. Woell it
¥as then I laid down and cried, hut after s ¥hile I composed myself. I
Qaid, “Well thenks be to God thet you Were not killed. At least you

are hef; And we will take care of you." 8o my duties etarted again, even
though I was hardly able to walk myself. But thet was the way all my 1ife.
That is the wey even until this day. I hardly get through one thing until
1 get into another. I thank God for this. I could not live otherwise. I
am of ten asked how I can do so muchy 80 I tell them that in order to

rest one must have & change of eccupation end that gives one rest. But to
come back to my children's convalesence, we all pot better &nd my husband's
arm got better. i had my house cleaned and papered. I-sterted &ll my
‘outside work for the poor for the Montefiore Hospital, for the Hospital Aid
Sodiety, for the 8hule and for the Telmud Torah. I wes & very busy women.
I hed to be buey, I must not have time to think sbout myself, for the
thoughﬁ was in the back of my mind that Dr. Blumberg said another baby

would kill me end here I was expecting this child and I did not even hsve
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my old ‘&;tor to help me for he was no more. I must have shown that I wae
distracted for I noticed that my oldest son Allan &nd my dear daughter Freda
constantly were near me , one with & chair and the other with whatever
help she could give me. They Were grand children, eo loving, 8o kind,
end eo thoughtful. One day I felt so very blue. My dear deughter took
me &round and said, “"Don'tworry, mother, we will #ke care of youe* She
did not know what I wee Worrying &bout, but I was dreadfully afraid.

My old doctor was gone and I did not have the donfidence in this other
mene I thought that I will surely die. My poor men, wWhat will he do
when I am gone. It wes not a. pleasant thought. So when I was busy I
did not have time to think. God was good to me. I was only sick about
tventy-four hours: instead of forty-eight hours. I thought I w.ould go
out, of:’ my minde In my egony I bit my husband. Just es _I was closing
myteeth together on his side, I remember so I opened my mouth wide and
let hie side go. Had I not done 80 I might have ceused him & gre;t
injurye. All things pass so all my pain passed and I had snother little

- boys We named him Bennett Bershon, after his grandfether who died aboutt

\ that year. He was a good men, my husbend' & father. It seemed good to

perpetuate his name sow e called our little eon Bennett Gershon Davis.
This boy grew to menhoods I did not have any trouble from him. He

“wag & gentle child. He was heddthy, loveable and good looking. He

‘Wae also veryhelpfule He was grand to his little sister, for I had

one more little baby. She was such & darling. We all loved her and

all took such good care of her. I have so many stories I could tell

8bout my baby girl. Somehow I do nothave so much to tell about Bennett.
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He was & good boy. He grew so big ~ he was six feet two wWhen he was ebout

eighteen. After that he developed broed shoulders. I remember how I

patted him on the shoulders the last day of his life, how I admired him.

I asked him to stay for dinner ae hies wife was out of town. He sald,

“No, the old men would be alone so he had better go home." I said, "Welll
a;.nothcr.time',' but I never saw him in life sgein. He went home after I
told him how-woll he looked. He smiled, took hie het off, bent down

and kissed me good just ae he had done numi@rous timess Thet was the
lagt time I saw him in life. The next dey I ecw him in his coffin. They
would not let me see him until thenext dey. That was & misteken kindness.
My God, my God, why did he have to go and I &t the ege of seventy~five

be Is £t here to mourn for him. I hed already lived my life. I had done
my share of work and worry in &ll thsee years, but my Bennett, he could
heve been so useful to his little familyA, e he was to his little .
sister~in~lew end her children. He was 8o kind to his old father-in-law,
an old men whom he treated like % son. It was Bennett thatcovered
everything up of that diegraceful death of his wife's brother, so that
the children would not be handicapped by what_ their Bather did, the 1life
he lived and the death he died. My son Bennett who couldheve been so

useful in this work was taken away from ue in less than & half hours

After he came home from MoKeesport, they told me he had hardly got up

A
the stairs when he said "Help me undress, I am sick.® They undressed
him and sent for the doector. Instead of coming hime;lf, he sent his
asslstant. This ussistant saw that Bennett was stricken so he telephoned

for Dr. Waxmen, but when Waxmen came it was too late. If the doctors
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would only have some regerd for & men's life, maybe some men might have
beeh saved. It all happened eo quick. They called David and David told
meé to call Itzie. I called him and I called & cab:. I came to my
Bennett's houss in lees than a half an hour but he was alreedy gone. He
is gonoi He is gonel! I don't know how I liveds I know I have had a

bad heart, I have - bad lungs; I was just beginning to get better from

my dreedful illness, etill 1 survived. I em trying to remember his
childhood. All I can remember of him is he wae handeome, kind and gentle.
He was vé}y good to hie little sister sabah, A% the age of four we
started her to kindgrgarten. It ®as in Septembor and aomeh;w she did not
want the meid tot ake her to school, 8o either her father or I took her.
Sometimee her big brothers tcok her. Most of the time she was lste. One
day hér teacher said, Sarah you come to school with your‘little brother
Bennett. Whon my baby told me thet I sew the wisdom of the teacher's
advice as we oould not let our baby go by herself. With Bennett she

was never late. I said to Bennett, "Dear you know it breake mother's
heart to wake Sarah so earlys 8he i; such a bab& 80 you do this for me.
>You wake Serah as soon as you get up,-before you dress you come in
Sarah's room and wake her. The meid will dress her and it will be &
groat help to mother and she will not be 1 ate. You can teke her with you."
- It was the most besutiful sight to see him go over to her crib,wake her
-and she would, put her little arme around hie neck and he would pick

her up and carry her into the bathroom where the maid would dress her.
After breakfast he would teke her to school. He wae then seven years

old and she was four. He continued this until she was nine yeers old.
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There was & street car track to croes and I was afraid to let the baby
go alone. Bennett made it his duty to teke care of Sarah for about five
yesrs. Then one day he came to me and said "Mom, dort you think Sarah ie
no¥ old enough and big enough to teke care of herself?" I said yee I
thought she was &and thank God f rom that time on through I had relievédd
him of teking her to school. He still was her guerdien everywhore she
had to go. 8She grew up to be & fine beautiful good girl. She finished
her publiec lohooi work in the Liberty School end even sang for them at
the graduation. While Bennett was teking cere of Sarah, he was also
very kind to & erippled boy in oui' neighborhood. Oftqn timexa- he would
take him on his back and carry him to school. He was very loveable.
When he was about five or eix years old, I had two meids. They would
run all‘" around the house trying to catch him and kiss him. He did not
want to be kissed so he always ran sway from them. Mom, make them

stop, but 1t was fun to watch. There are many.things I could say about
my son Bennett. He was a fine scholar, a fine historien. He knew
history better than anyone Is ver met. He was also very good at social
8clence. Often he would tell me how he oithér &greed or disagreed with
his professers about Bocial Service. He knew 8ocial Service from his mother,

he would tell them & the university. So he grew up to young mnhood. He

was vaery young when he married a little red headed girl. When he told

me about her I'eried. I was very umhappy but he wanted it that way
and I did not oppoee him. All I wanted was that they marry according to
the lawe of Moses lsrael and they lived apparently very happy. Then his

father-in-law came to live with theme There he had an outlet. Heo was very
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good to his father-in-lew. He loved beautiful thinge so he furnished
hie hoﬁe very beautiful and conducted his home in e most grand manner.
He was used to & fine standard from his homg hie mother's home and he
wanted his home to be the same. He himself was a very social being,
but his wife was different. He hmd two children. A beautiful girl and
& darling boy. It was with these two children that he played the last
evening of his life. And t.is young man who had really just begun to
live socially, just pa:sed like & light extinguished in the night. His
wife was very anti- social. He tried to persuade her to at_least come
over to the house. Sometimee she would come and more of ten he would
come a;one or later he would bring the children with him, and so on
this last day of his life he stoppsd in to see me and get my approval
of hie new overcoat. How he beamed when I told him how well he looked.
When he w#s ready to go, he took off his het, bent down to my level and
kissed me goodbye, as he did many tit'nes. I never kiesed him again.
4nd now I have to make everyeffort to ksep in touch With his little
children, for very shortly after Bennett digd, his wife got ready to
move to NewYcrk where her family live. I have bent my pride many times
to wpike to her. Most of the time I wrote two letters to her one. I
do not mind that. I know she was mot worthy of my son. She is not

‘ .‘ worthy of my consideration but I do want to be close and kind to his

; two 1ittle children. Once in & while I get & little letter from ny
grand-daughter Alison, which mekee me very happy. I want always to be
friendly with the little grandchildren. The boy's neme is Barnett Davis,

the full name of his grandfether Devis. We call him Barney. God grant
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he grow up to be just such & fine man as hie grandfather was, honest,
liberal and kindly. My sone heve often tol d me when they meet peoﬁle
who knew Barnett Davis, th-y al ways have the most glowing things to
tell about him. They eay if the sons of Barnett Davis are like their
father, they are all right. I am very happy to eay thet thank God

they are all right. God Bless them and give them long life. Amen.




