B'NAT JACCB CEMETLRY /29779

Its about 55 years ago 3¢ members of B'nai Jaccb shul from
West Third 3treet decided to buy ground for a cmmetery. lhere

were several deabhs in Liverpool, Uhio. e took the ladies to

rittsburgh on different ceweteries. We took ladies to steuben-

ville, vhiio. were buried in water I Bon't mean they
shrow Lhe ladies in water. Oteubenville cemetery ground is
low. whena grave is dug, wate® used to come in the butter cf
the prave at the bottom the caskets uged to be lowered in the
water. According to Jewish law, we can not take a death body
fpom the cemeobery. A Raobbi has to give permission and speclal
srayer had to be said., The same thing inthe Beave. Falls, Pa.
cemetery. The cemetery thore is also low.ground and water
comes in the graves after it is dug out. Fi
are on high graund but very crowded at that time. Now they
ave bougit more g roundand the ce meteries look better. I used
thh vecple from Liverpool that have toe eir dear ones
uuv;vl Ue nad bo walk, we sre not allowed, on graves tuoat are
covored wibth cement with no walk between the graves. Tne last

burial I attended bhat was buried inPilttsburgh was ir. iarry

Aronson. Albthougn he bought 5 plots at our cemetery that was
29 years ago. lWhen I made an appeal on Yom kippur day in our

shul. Wo nceded ity I sould say I needed it. We had about

51500, in our Gtreasury. loe Stein was secretary-treasul’cl.
1 signed acontract for about +35000 for the still .
It was alroady installed. 1 had 30 days to pay for it. You

will &hiknk and ask the quest ion, how ald we £¥3t the money/
e nad to spend cles e to ben bthousand dollers. Lets

begin at the beginning. The 35 members that decided bo buy

groung for a cemetery caci one said $2L.00.-they nad $850.00.

that what they paid for the ground about 5 acres. Lach member

s

was to get a plot. They got a charter. Lt isin sbon, Ohio

L
Court douse under the name B'nai Jacob Cemetery, 1 believe.

i could never find bhe charter. Wwo had the g round they named

e D

it B'nai Jacob Cemetery. For years 1t was a wildernsss., About

5 vears ago a collector tnat wasc olleciting money for some

G

dropped deathn in Hidland, Pa. fThere was no Agrg one that

oreenization as we had them in the Gtence at tihat times, he

claimed his body. We made a collwction in lidland aad Liver-

ttsburgh cemeteries
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“pnool, enough Tfor a funeral as the cemetery was the schul's
Py s o

property. A plot was given for the body. We buried naim on

was no road at

the side, why on the slde I don't know,
that time. Later we bousht a marker for the grave to:know that

==

e

t is a cemetery. Later, about 45 or U years ago Ida Gordon

and Fanny iisich made a card party toc raise mouey for the

cerncltery. They made $65,00. Deposit it in the First National

-

Benk not even on interest. 1t was there for a start. Since
that ground was known as a cemotery my sister and her husband
saran and sam Manlovitz, lost 3 cnildren, 2 girls and a boy

an infant tnat died when they lived on Second Street in Liver-
ndol. kHy sister Jarah was so heartbroken. 3She stood near the
death infant and said ChG-d, why do you give me children and
tiaen take themaraylrom me. If 1 will live te be 100 years I
will not gorﬂh those words. They were the next three bodies
in the cencbery. abcut a year later Rebecca and Fike Slyen
lost a child. he died after an operation. That was my sister's
grandscen.  be was buried there. In 1931 3am rianlovitz, wmy

I

gister's husband died. lle was buried at one end of the i
graves. A4t tune ctner end of the l graves my sister picked it
for nerself. ‘luey put & mariers on the graves, put i cement
posts arcund the 6 plots and put a chain all around the graves,

Ag 1t wasan awithy £ild the chain wasstolen. The markesrs

cn the graves were not touched. Later my sister moved to
Florida, died tnere gnd was buried there, That wasn't her

wish, sue wanted to be buried near her children and husband.

. 9

sne paid for the I plots, not for hers. We sold her plot.,

.

Late: my sister's grandson died. iebecca and like Slyon he

died from an operation. Ilic was buried tiaere in 1931. Jam

nanlovitsz died, he was buried there. IFor the upkeep of the
cormctery fhe lamily in Florida used to send us from 3% to 75

dollars. Abcut 3 years ago when we put the wnite stones on
all the graves I asked Vieginia Haplan, a daughter to send e
us pl2b.v0 for stomes to cover the 5 graves. sShe send us a

a cnecik. It didn't take that much money, they need at least
witite tones to cover it. 1 alsc got $60.0 from Dr.

~ o
o D& 137

2

Wm. Shapire from Washington, D.C. to cover lir. & Mrs. J.

fudolph graves. Nyer Réd&ch grave we paid for the stones.
Eanny Reicih didn't want ©o0 pay. The grave next to Mr. ieich
taht Fanny eica told us to save ior her is not paid. If
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J Aronson bought fop paid fcr,
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witenn ever it nappens that ner body is brought to our cemetery
you should charge them 300,00 rop the grave and of ccurse

for digging the grave and 350,00 perpetual care. (fet a check
belfore she 1s buried.

when Ida Gordon died March 2, 1949, she sald she wants

to be buried near the fomily. e had a hard tiéme to bake her
up to the ceumetery; the road was muddy. e couldn't drive up

or carry the caskel up. mike ‘Turk brought

After she wns buried in bthe field of wilderness, 1 built an
iron fence around her grave that horses, COwWS3 and dogs should
not trowp over her grave. "hat is when we bhreepeople, loe,
llellie p?ein snd iarry Gordon, begin to raise money for tne
cemstery. e mace card parties, were ra £fling off items,
wore making dinners. Yhe hardest p art was selling tickesks
at 50 cents and a dollar, Dinners we © p1.50, otill we were
chased cut Trom hemes and stores. ey usod to call us the
schnorers. Lt didn't mean anvtining to us. Gur pleasure was
when we saw our fund inc easing that is when we already had
fifteen hundred dollars wien 1 signed a contract for the
fence. 1 wag the happiest man living. 1 knew when I will go
up to see Lda's grave there wouldn't be any bums near Ida's
grave, as there was when 1 aslked them what are you doing nere
they sald who are you get tae nell off this groung or we'll
break your head. Woen T puried Ilda on the wilderness, where
horses, cows, pigs and dogs run apound on the field. 1 put

3 foot steel lence around her grave. the animals scould not
be able to tromp on the grave. I am & ppor speaker now and.
then. wean I made an aoppeal on Yom sipopur our members re-
soonded willingly. and we had in donatilons and selling plots
and the 5 graves that ir. Aronson bought at a hundred dollars
a plot we nave raised 12 rhommzand hundred dollars tnrougi
ny appeal and tae willingness of cur members to support us
snrec to ake our aream. Lpd worR and the resvect to our

[

loved ones Qo o ¥ sorrow all Lhose 35 members

that nave for a plot for themselves, there is
only one family that is buried there. Ir. & Mrs. Jcseph

fudolph. 'ne rest of tnem are all pone to thelr everlasting

homes on different cemeteries where they had dear ones. Oh
yes, the 5 plots that lr. Harry Armn"on bought Hon paid for,




lir. George 4ronson donated to the cemetery. lir. Harry
Arcnson was buried in a Pittaburgh cemetery. Ille wanted to be
layed near his parents.

Our cemetery is the same as cther institutions that promise

f

and don't pay. e have grod hea ted people that promise good
size amo nts. They either forget t o nay or bhey Yi¥g leave it
for after their deatn. As we've had t wo cases that promi.sed
while they were living. First one was ilm Lewanda, lMrs.
Brechstone's dauvghter. A few days before she died, we know
her days were short. Llda Gordon, irs. Aronson and mysell
bisited her in Mrs. 3Breckstoneds hotel on 8econd street

where she was livingd A few months.8he lived in HMidland many
years, had vroperty there. 3he promised us three pecple and
lirs. Breckstone was with us and heard her mother promising

$500.00 Lor the cenetery on condition we build a drive in

gate to the cemetery. We, 1 blame myself, Tor being dumb,
for not having signed a promise note by !Mrs. bLewanda to be
able to collect the prom s ed amount after she died. We let
ner bhe buried on the cemetery without getting pald for the
frave. 4 few wesks later we built the drive in gate. 1 went
to Mrs. Breckstene to ccllect the amount lirs, Lewanda promised
and for the grave on the cemetery. lrs. Breekstone said her
mother didn't have or left any money and she hasn't zob any
money to pay us. I talkedto lidland pecple, they said krs.
Loewsnda had nmoney and prope -ty in Midland. We couldn't do
anything as 1 didn't have anything signed by Mrs. Lewanda or
by ira. Breckstone. An abborney to@ld me we can't collect

v

-

what she prom sed without a signed note. Ior the grave the
attorney said you might collect., We have to bring sult against
lirs. Breckstcne. We decided not to bring the case to court.
The l1idland people collected encught to pay for a name plate
This is case /l. Case 2. Vehad & ﬁc?iguus man  in Liverpocl
that was liber2l in promising money to the cemetery. ile had

nepilcws and nicces on the cemetery. e used to promise a

hgndred dollars at a time. i, Moreis Manlovitz. 1t gathered
up to a sum of $600.00. When we needed money 1 askedhim for
some money. ile said, I have no money now. You will get the
money after I die. Hhe died, his body wus taksn to New York
where nis wifle was buried. The cemetery neve: got a dollar

That shows that we can't trust a religious man. What happened

- o
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to iis money I don't know except one man knows.
There 1s another cas wihth a different o roblem. Living in the }
community for 61 wears, being active inthe comnunity and in

different woric. in certain work it wss demandedi:om me Lo

make wy own decisions. This wasn't my decision, it was a |

mixed up case. This happened a few years ago. You know lrs.
Fanny Rubin, her d aughter, lsther Hubin Burns. I Torgot her g
married name, we have it on our cemetery, her husband that she

was married to. le was working for liontgemery Ward for many

Jears, was nmaking good wages not a micster in the community.

Ac
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suple yeard before he died he went to work for Bmith and
Fhillips Furniture Store. The 3mith boys were fanatic church
members. He was a lonesome man, no fmily life, no community
life. The snmith beys find in him a weak spot to his religion.
4s ar as I remember, I saw him once or twice in the shul. He

came with FMr. Abe Rubin, not by their will, by Fanpy Rubin's

will. 'The 8mith Brothers find the wesak spot in him, they give

him a higher wages and he went to work for Smith and rnillipsx
Alter a short time working thedmith boys lured him to their church
In a short time he was converted. A few months Later hig father
wno lived in Chicago, was a good Jew not orthodox. He was a
teform member, he came to s ee his son and asked him why did he

do it. e sald he was baptized by the 3Smith boys. for the Smith

3

boys tc convert a Jew was a great honor. he cried for hics

G

father and asked his father to forgive him and when ne dies ne

e}

wants to be buried in a Jewish cemetery., ULhat was the story

-y

nhis I'ather todld us, Dr., §

v

isher and 1, with tears in his eyes.

when I heard he died I went to lartins Funeal home to pav

respect to him and his family, as I did and do it now when there
is a death in Liverpool or surrounding our community. I do it
now in Chester when there is a deati in Chester. I goe to Arner
funersl fome to visit the body and sign my name. After living
in Chester for 59 years and being in business for many years

L know g lot of people. I didn't mean to sclicit business for
our cemetery. Dr. Fisher was already there. 1 suppose his
father talked to Dr. Fisher about a Jewish cemetery that he can
BE/BALIEA bury his son when I came into the funeral home Dr.

Fisher said, you can talk to this man. ke introduced me and

Page 5 b
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o™ |
and said he is the head of a Jewish cemetery He told ms wiatb
his son's reguest was before he died. His father, with tears

in his eyes retcld us the story. I didn't oromise him anything.

1 went to our Habbi Weinberger. He sald he knows already, ne

S

was already in the Ifuneral nomo.J asked him nig opinion what we i

can do to satisfy nis old father to bury lr. Burns in our ceme-

Lr. Gordeon 1 can't tell you anything. 1 don't

(.,.
4:4—.
et
pas
oo
Fad

want to take upon myself. I will call a few rabbls. He was on b

tihhe phone several hours. IMirst he called two rabbis in Pitts- ;

burgh, an crthodox rabbl and a reform rabbi. Dboth rabbis told ;

nim the same thin. To satisfay his old father we fhoudd give %

nimg a nlot on cur cemetery. Our Kebbi Weinbren (Weinberger?)

at hat ime a very orthodoz nice man wasn't satisfied witn the
opinion o the two rabbis ALY in Pitts. He colled lew fork

rabbis. Their opinion was to satisfy his old fatner and be- g

lieving that his gon's last will was true that ne was scrry i
wnalt ne did, to bury him on our cemetery. ihe nabbi and 1
went to lrs. dubin, his wire and children weren't there, and
said that we will bury nim on cur cemetery. The next day the
neral was held. Cupr comnittee A4id the rights to nis body, WA
wasned and dressed him in shrouds and burled him on omr cemne-

some ol the

G2

tery where he is tnere now. 1 got plenty hell from
Liverpool people. I was used bto that. Neither hiw wife or his
three children were in the funeral perlor or on the cemetery.
Mrs. Fanny dubgn attended the funeral. Afterwards we went to
I'ps. RBubéns house and hod services. Thet wo boys weren't there |
te say hkaddish Lor their dad. lrs. Rubin asked me how much for

tae plotT. 1L told her =200, ohe gave me & checi for 5250, Then
sheasked me how wuch should she give labbl Welnberger. I told

ner 50, she gave him a eheck, Later she gave me Hell. Wy

wos he entitled for such large amount. Rabbi Weinberger paid
nearly that amcount for the televhone calls to Pittsburgh and

Wew York. That was all the money the cemetery got from the

Burns or Rubens. sAbout two months later I got a check from

his fatner fron Chicago for the cemetery for $19.0u, That

must be all he could afford to give., That showed how much

money his son left him in his wil ill or how nuch ne onp'ort@d

wim while he was living. e was making nice wages in the



store waere nhe was working. ‘"he monument on his grave tie

Smith brotaers peid for. 'They callec me and asked want slze

stone they can put up. Ihat is why on the stone his name 1is

spelled Bierencrantz. ihe price of the plol was net aset my me : ]

f
while 1 was in the funeral home,wltn Dp. Fisher and tne latler, % %
Pne Tatner said if you bury him on your cewebery how much would E

a plot be. Lr. fisner said 4200, will be @mough. That shocked ;

me, 1 would tell him $500,00. That is the » rice evein now with % o
verpetual care. Un our cemeiery people that have thelr dear é

ones there nay a yearly upkeep for the ground. 1t ccst us 5-6 ;
hundred dollars & swmmer bto keop the gras cut, the teees and %

shrubs cut, The majority of the p eople that have tneir dear !
lce there. 1t was along story to explain to veople if that will

everfbe typed and read by necple they should understand now

mucn responsibility it takes for a public . Cur cemetery
is now well taken care. We have to t hank nany time Dave IFeldman

for thne time and the work Guring summer he spends there days
Lo ’ J

16}
-
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and weeks whole sugmer witn fard work of himseaf and

boys that melp hir. We 8 hould understand waabl effort and work

it teokes to get tne tools. Dave nas to drive up {rom hls home
"

on Church Alley to ot. Clair =treet o Ben ﬂeldman‘s nome, load

the Lools in his car and take it to the cemetery. nen wiaen

tiiey are through whriking on the cemctery, Vave takes the tools
back to Den Feldman's home. Uur own equipments, we would have
to build a building on the cemetery ocround to keep 1t under roof

y we don't

~

it would cost the crmetery hundreds of dollars, wher
have the extra meney. L1 am happy that we are pgetting along

that well without agkang for any help from the communiby toanks

to Dave Feldman for all the work ne dees. A large ground as

the ¢ emetery is to eep 1t nice the graves with the wnite stones
clean. LI anybedy wents to see, come some sSummer day, wabch
Dave and his helvn working.  We shculdn't forset we haven't any
tocls or equipment to do the work. Wa nave bo tnank hr. Ben

lieldman that he lets them use his equipment to cut Lne grass,

trim the trees cor any tools they need. &Hr. Ben feldman coes

<

not only supply tihe tools for the cemetery, ne is very liberal,

he glves a lot of money to keep tne cemelery nice. tlle paid for

i
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the shrubs that was planted about two Jears agc. 1lhe shrubs
tnat is on the left side when we drive up and we keep toy%%ght.
He paid for the blacktopping and widening the drive in that
two cars can pass eachotherp, te pald for a wide gate in the

back of the fence if we get crowded when we have g funeral we
£

te and drive up on the back mround tha

can open the back g

Ben reldman bought to protect our cemetery. He henrd that
soheone bought the ground close to our cemetery and they will
build homes. He bought the ground from them they shouldn't
got close to our cemetory. 1 thank you very very much Mr, Ben

bnlﬁman, What you did and do to keep our cemeterwy clean and

P

nice. As for our officers I have no worlts how to 31y and praise

glle doiing. Dave Y01dan and dar -

' s R |l hY ] wals f- 7.
them for Lhe good work ti

riette Yeldman, Secretary-treasurer. She ig very pood to keep

the books. 1 often asik for a report, she 84ys walt a minute,

~

opens the boocks and tells me what our balance is., We nad a
gocd sec'ebury»tvo“ urer, Fritzie. G-d took her from us in
ner early young life, Harriette stepped in her shoas. I pray
for you dear Harriette, you and your family should be in good
healtn fer many tens of vears,

ow a few words for the abproach to the cemetery and to
widen Shady Ave, It took us, not me 1 was what you call the
er. 1 had my friend lip Louds Tobin, Judge, s he knew
Gie commissioner ne wenb ﬁfﬂﬁﬂ al'ter t hem, 1t took vears be-
fore they got through the red tape. I talked to the commission-
©r's several times. The anawer was first we don't have the

money yet. Then wnen

ot the money it was the red tape

contractors and many other obstacles. we

with the engine
finally got the road widened., Yhen we had to nave the road
woen we make a left turn by the store. it was brocken up, it
needed te be cindered and black tooped. L1 wentto my friend
Judge Lounis LTobin, he went to tne commissicners again. 1t took

rionths, we Tinally got that road blacktepped. “‘nen we nad that

SOt apnro ' Wwien We make a right turn to our cemetery., 1
went to my friend again Judge Tobin. I beliefe for that work

lr., Ben Feldman helped us. The comnissioners, to get ready
(rid) of us, they said they will do it. We have to pay the

W

coat $300,00, We didn't had to pay it at one time., A hundred
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dollars a year. Ve agreed and oaid. dow we have the road

widened, blacktopped to our gate, widened and blacktopped in ?V
our cemetery. Uow we should all be well and live for many : A
years ingood health, the saying is. I know many people they ! j
don't want to go to a cemetery. 1 say to go up to our cemetery i
is a pleasure %o see how beautiful it looks. We go up we can

see miles around beautiful scenary. Uur dear ones should rest :

in peace. You all know a cemetery isn't like a business with f 5
an open door for customers to come in, There is cemeterys they

send out salesmen to sell lots. We don't do that; ®till we need
a cemetery. We are on this world not for ever. When our time
comes to go Trom this beautiful world we need a place to put

-

our dear ones. Lhat is why we have to keep our cemetery clean
cut with green grass and trees. It should lcok like a park.
Inis is the way our cemetery looks.Whem people corme to a
funeral they siould thank their dear ones have an everlasting
nice home., They can ome to visit their dear ones anytinme.
With a key to ghe gat@ that is cleosed in for people only to
keep up our cemetery nice and clean. It takes money and halp.
Je often get a small donation. Sometimes a large donation

like the one we got from the Brazlawsce brothers. One thous:nd

dolla s in memory of their parehnhs. That came in time when

we needed a blacque for the temple to put nameplates for our f
dear ones to remember their yahrzeit when a prayer is read on i
Fridays by the rabbi and Yom Kipour wihen we say Yiskor and all i

the names are read, The two placques we have in the temple

cost us at thatt ime about J$600, a piece, the new one cost us

"

$1000. We all knew how high everytnlng is. About 15 years ago

ve have the fence from the cemetery pained inside and outside.
Vur fence is getting rusty in some spots. At that thme we

paild $275. Last year I had a bid $2200. and our paint., Now
when we say to people, when they ask how much is a name plate

we tell them $100, Why so high. The name plates that we used

to get charge 550, We used to pay $U4.75 and $5.00, Now a

name plage cost us 325, except nostage. A customer called me

te find out how much we cherge for a name plate. I told them
$100. so you went up with the highfproces. Bulbs for the tables
we used to get them for 5 cent. Last year 1 got 50 bulbs at

o

Sayre for 480,00,
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