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The Jews of

eaver Valley

(Specially Written for The Jewish Criterion)

As one_ enters the town of
Beaver Falls, Pa., by either of its
two railroad stations, one’s at-
tention is immediately attracted
by a large Chamber of Commerce
sign, which tells the world that
Beaver Falls is the greatest man-
ufacturing center of any town of
its size in the United States; that
it has schools, parks, churches,
playgrounds, a college, and
everything else that goes to make
a town worth living in and work-
ing in. If this is so, what part
have the Jews played in develop-
ing the city of Beaver Falls, the
most important city in the Bea-
ver Valley?

The towns of New Brighton,
Rochester, Beaver, Freedom,
Monaca and others are so close
to Beaver Falls as to justify their
being grouped together. In all
of these there are Jewish fam-
ilies, prosperous, most of them,
who form an appreciable factor
in the life of the Beaver Valley.
The most important Jewish com-
munity, however, is that of Bea-
ver FFalls.

Fifty years ago, we are in-
formed, there was a German Jew
by the name of Steinfield in Bea-
ver falls; he had a number ol
sons-in-law, notably Hanauer,
who were well known in the val-
ley. The frst Russian Jew to
come was Judah Solomon; he
came forty-two years ago from
the town of Serei, Suvalk, and
from the very first engaged in
the buying of junk and scrap
iron. He was shortly thereafter
followed by his cousins, Joseph
Solomon and Moses Solomon.
Max Solomon, a brother of Ju-
dah, came later to work for his
relatives who preceded him.
Thus was created the firm known
as J. Solomon & Co., whose suc-
cess in the new land was widely
heralded in the town of Serei,
resulting in the coming of many
other relatives and fellow-towns-
men to Beaver Falls. Meyer
Solomon came with this second
group in 1888. He is a brother
of Judah and Max and for many
vears has been the patriarch of
the orthodox Jewish community,
because he is a learned man and
a leader in the matter of religion
and Jewish affairs. Julius Wil-
koffsky, a close relative, was later
sent for; he was a Hebraist and
well versed in the requirements
of the dietary laws as prescribed
in the “Shulchan Oruch” and it
was his task to act as the first
“schochet” and “chazzan.” Thus

at first Jewish religious services
were conducted at the home of
Mr. Steintield and the Solomons
attended there. In 1882, how-
ever, the newcomers established
a “minyan” of their own and
pravers were read in accordance
with orthodox customs.

Later as the Jewish population
grew, a hall was rented, a “che-
der” was started, and the Jewish
community was indefinitely or-
ganized. At first a hall was rented
ot John Reeves, the well-known
banker and real estate operator,
at Seventh avenue, near Fourth
street. In the nineties a larger
hall was required and quarters
were rented at 413 Seventh
avenue.

In 1906 the community pur-
purchased a cemetery on Stei-
ten’s Hill, and the “Agudas
Achim” congregation was def-
initely organized. The name

‘Agudas Achim was used many

years before to designate the cor-

-porate religious life of the Jews

of Beaver Valley; during that
year, however, plans were under-
taken for the building of a syna-

gogue. In the year 1911 a very
active committee consisting of
such men as S. Rabinovitz,

Moses Gordon, Louis Wasbut-
zky, Max Solomon, Meyer Solo-
mon, Louis Wilkoffsky, and oth-
ers, purchased a lot on the cor-
ner of Sixth avenue and Fiith
street. A beautiful structure was
built and dedicated in 1914.
Prominent men attended the
ceremonies of dedication and
thus the Jews of Beaver Valley
took their places among the hun-
dreds of other American com-
munities that worship in accord-
ance with their ancient customs
in a house specifically set aside
for such purpose. 5. Rabinovitz,
of New DBrighton, was the first
president. Ile was succeeded by
Abraham Brody, of the same
town. At present Mr. Louis Wil-
koffsky, of Beaver Falls, holds
that office.

The congregation has about
thirty active members, but serves
the religious needs of seventy
Jewish families residing in Bea-
ver Falls and the twenty-five
others who reside in the towns
of the valley.

Julius Trob is the “schochet”
and “chazzan” of the community.
Hyman Sedler conducts the He-
brew school at the synagogue,
which post he has held for the
last eighteten years.
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KEYSTONE DRILLER CO.

Beaver Falls, Pa.

Manufacturers of

WeLL DriLLing M AcCHINES
Portable Oil Rigs,
Water Well Drills,

Mineral Prospecting Dirills,
Blast Hole Drills,

Steam Shovels

DEEP WELL AND CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS

Rochester Cut Glass
Company

Cut Glass Water Sets

Tableware, etc.

Established 1896

Rochester, Pa.

Murphy Foundry Co.

BEAVER FALLS, PA.

(Pittsburgh District)

We Specialize In

LLight Grey Iron
(Castings

From one pound to 2,000 pounds,
and municipal castings.
LT LT

(CORRESPONDENCE INVITED)
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THE G. H. HAMILTON

MANUFACTURING COMPANY

Manufacturers .of

Flannel, Jersey and Leather Palm Gloves,
Tents, Awnings, Canvas Covers,
Service Flags our specialty, as

well as all other makes of flags

BELL PHONE, 840 Beaver Falls

Corner 7th Avenue and 5th Street
BEAVER FALLS, PA. |

TiH e ) ENVCTSoHS @R ERIGTN

P. PETTLER & SON

Machinery, Pipe and Mill Supplies

CASTINGS, RAILS and
STRUCTURAL STEEL

Eighth St. & Penna.R. R. Beaver Falls, Pa.

Knott & Harker Co.

Soft Gray Machinery Iron and Semi-steel
Castings 5 pounds to 5 tons.

SPECIAL MACHINE CONSTRUCTION

Man-Holes, Coal Chutes, Chilled Mine Car Wheels,
Wood Patterns and Machine Work.

BEAVER FALLS, - PENNA.

Moltrup
Steel Products Company

Manujacturers oy

Cold Drawn
Milled and Ground Specialties

Flats, Squares, Special Shapes in Bars,
Machine Racks, Finished Crank Shafts,
Finished Machine Keys Flattened,

Ground and Polished Plates

BEAVER FALLS, PA.

Union Drawn Steel Co.

GENERAL OFFICE :
BEAVER FALLS, PA.

WORKS:

BeaverFalls, Pa.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Bright Finished Steel, Bessemer, Open
Hearth, Alloy, Shafting, Screw Steel,
Nickel, Chrome Nickel

IN

Rounds, Hexagons, Squares, Flats & Shapes

Gary, Indiana

WAREHOUSES :
NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA
CHICAGO DETROIT CINCINNATI

OTHER SALE OFFICES:
BOSTON and BUFFALO
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2 ; W. D. BERRY, President W. V. BERRY, Secretary
BELL PHONE, 1251-J

Berry Metal Co.

Castings in Brass, Bronze, Aluminum and
Pure Copper
Berry’s 12'2 per cent Phosphor Copper
Berry’s Tinless Phosphor Bronze

Railroad Journal Bearings Blast Furnace Castings Rolling Mill Journal Bearings
Babbitt Metals Acid Metal Castings
INGOT METALS---Phosphor Bronze, Phosphor Copper, Red Brass, Yellow Brass

NEW BRIGHTON, PA.

:l 11 T 0 S

| A
|

\

THORKILDSEN-MATHER CO.

- REFINERS OF

ARTUERRREER R R e i i L R L LT T LT T T

BORAX AND BORACIC ACID
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STERLING BRAND
All Grades for Prompt Shipment

Eastern Refiner . . . Western Refiner
Newbrigin po. General Offices: Harris Trust Bldg., Chicago "Giica, 1L

=

—
Threads Cut with Self-Opening Dies

are as good as the Dies with which they are cut--no better

Ideal dies are strong, simple, accurate. They cut clean, straight
threads, true to pitch. have fewer parts than any other similar tool,
each working part hardened and ground. They can be quickly
and easily taken apart, cut either right or left hand thread, furnish
solid support for Chasers, and are mechanical perfect in every
respect.

These qualities, together with expert. workmanship of mechanics
long experienced in this line, make Perfect Results Assured.

Our list of long satisfied customers is the result of prompt deliveries
on both dies and chasers.

We can increase your production, send sample or prints, and allow
us to recommend a die suited to your requirements..

Ideal Tool & Manufacturing Co.

IDEAL SCREW CUTTING DIES, TOOLS AND MACHINERY

F. N. BEEGLE, President P.J. DAVIDSON, Sec’ty & Treas. GEO. DAVIDSON, Vice-Pres.

BEAVER FALLS, PENNSYLVANIA
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BEAVER FALLS PLANING MILL CO.

LUMBER
MILL WORK and ROOFING

BELL 41

PHONES; BELL 41 Beaver Falls, Pa.

Brighton Fire Brick

Company

New Brighton, Pa.

j Manufacturers of
Fire Bricks and
Fire Clay Shapes

Bell Phone 342-R Beaver Co. 3680

| Chas. L. Miller, Jr. |

~ Boiler and Tank Works.
Manufacturing of
Boilers, Stacks, Stills, Tanks, Plate and ‘
Sheet Iron Work.
REPAIRING PROMPTLY DONE.
‘ Oxygen and Acetylene Welding and Cutting.

WORKS:
Corner First Avenue and

OFFICE:

Sixth Street. 619 Sixth Street.

BEAVER FALLS, PENNA.

Subscribe to The Jewish Criterion, $2° per Year
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The younger people are re-
sponsible for the creation of two
new institutions; first, DBeaver
Valley Lodge of the Independent
Order B'nai B'rith, organized in
1915; and: ai Y. M.-H./A. "The
vounger members of the Solo-
mon family, the Pettlers, the
Browns, the Berkmans and oth-
ers are active in these.

Two Jews have represented
the community in City Council,
namely, Isaac Solomon and
Meyer Berkman.

Beaver Valley has done well
in war relief collections, mainly
through the efforts of Mr. Max
Solomon, a man of wealth and
philanthropic inclinations. These
funds are sent to the Central Re-
lief Committee of New York.

The leading merchants of the
town are our people, they being
represented practically in every
line of the retail business. The
Beaver IFalls Jews apparently
Americanize readily, most of
them speaking English fluently
and having become an important
component of the citizenship of
one of . the most progressive
counties in Pennsylvania.

ARBUTHNOT STEPHENSON
COMPANY,

Wholesale Dry Goods.
History 'Typifies
Stages and
Marked the
Pittsburgh.
The history of any period of a Na-

tion's political and state life may be

read in the hiographies of the lead-
ing statesmen of the times, and it is
equally true that the economic and
industrial development of any section
of the country is typlfied in the hnis-
tory of the commercial institutions
which have led the way in developing
the resources and in directing the
business energies of the people; and
w0 we find in Pittsburgh, the great
center of industrial and commercial
life, a number of business houses
whose history typifies and records the
stages  and incidents which have
marked the magic development of

Pittsburgh, from a barren country to
its | pre nt position, ‘of wealth and

prosperity.

If one were to pick out the commer-
cial imstitution that pictures in its
own history the best that has been
made for progress and greatness in
Metropolitan Pittsburgh, no better se-
lection could be made than the whole-
sale dry goods house of Arbuthnot-
Stephenson Co,, a concern -that dates
its foundation back to 1843. In that
year, Charles Arbuthnot, 8r., estab-
lished a dry goods business at the cor-
ner of Woeod and Diamond streets, and
thiz business continued until the year
1854, when William T. Shannon was
taken in as partner, and the firm he-
came known as Arbuthnot & Shannon.
In the year 1862, John G. Stephenson
was admitted to the firm, which then
became lknown as Arbuthnot, Shannon
& Company, and remained as such un-

A House Whose
and Records the
Incidents Which Have

Magic Development of

til 1882, when on the withdrawal of
William_ Shannon, and the admission
of Jos. G, Lambie, the style of the firm

was changed to Arbuthnot-Stephenson
& Company. Upon the death of Chas.
Arbuthnot, Sr., in 18382, a new partner-
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was
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formed by John G. Stepnen-
wUs, Al salllaie, W. 9. Ar-
(OETH N AlUurnllotl, oI, dald
DLepneasun, L Lhe ¥eur
Prescnd corpOrackon,  Kowawn
o i ArDULIUOL=a e Piieasull L T
1lxlll‘\" WasS olpanlZed oy Luae jale g0oun
e aiEplelson, S, And B DWuuer ol
L Oluel’ eluployes were WMien in as
Partners, Ioranng one or Lthe most sue-
vessIlUl  Aand Inuuentiidl pusineéss  cuin-
cernsd of thne city. aonn G, slepnenson,
or., was presiaent ofr tne corporacion
until nis weatn 1n June, 190z rie
sucCeeusd DY LCNas. uN.  nangd,
WItharew  January 1, 1Uus4, #Hoa  Wids
succeaeda by W. w. silier, Wilw Wiin-
urew I 109, and “wis succegded oy
Ww. B, Aroutunod, Wno i3 waay  the
lanaging neau of e business. ‘Line
business of tue company has Erowan
steadally, until togay it 13 tne leading
une in the Mittspurgn wholézale .-
trict.

rne firm's place of
Wouda street until

o,

Aniuim 1,

LuBn LI

Wols

Wl

business was oun
187%, wnen' 1t was
removed to Tlw-izl Laperty street. 1o
remained there until Lsvi, MWwneu s
préesent large and cominod:ous bUlld-
g at Penn avenue and Iuggnil sireet
was occupled. 1n  July,  LyUl,  Cne
building at 811 enn avenue was adu-
ed, which, with tne addition or ovui-
side  warehouses, embraces approx-
mately about 2z5,0U0 square Teet of
floor space.

I'ne management of
is under
rectors:

the Caorporation
these capable oilicers ana ul-
W. 8. Arbuthnoi, LFreswier
Chas. N. Hanna, vice Pres
Charles Arbuthnot, Jr,, Vice Preswen.;
James Hae, Secretary and ‘Lreasurer,
and these officers and directors or tne
company have been in the business =o
long that their experience s realiy a
part of the eapital stock of tne nrin.
The DPresident, w. S, Arbuchnot, nus
been connected with the company since
1387, and no one of the management
has had less than twenty-five yvears ol

active experience and association witn
the details or the business,
The company are wholesale dealers

and importers ol dry goods, nhotions,
furnishing goods and noor coverings,
and their large working capital en-

ables them to carry very
of merchandise

liberal stocks
in all departments, and

this particuiarly equips them i0
promptly supply and respond to ihe
varied needs of their customers. Their
employes number 400, and the ocon-
stant work throughout the year ol
over forty na\clmg salesmen has ex-
tended the pusiness and reput on of

the company, covering a
miles of Plttcburgh.

radius of 2Za0

The Sutton Press, Incorporated,
while new in name, is really well
tablished 1. the business life of Pitts-
burgh. The concern was recently
chartered oy the Commonwealth ot
Pennsylvania, to conduct a prinling
and publisrung business, and absorbed
the Keystone FPrinting Company of
Pittsburgh, a company which for years
has bhorne an unusually good reputa-
tion for fine work and fair treatment.

The active members of The Sutton
Press are Edward H. Sutton, ten years
with The Keystone Printing Company
as Viee President; Walter H., Jackson,
five vears with The Keystone Printing

EeS-

Company as Sales Manager; C. LeRoy
Beet, formerly of the Stevenson-Fos-
ter Company, and for seven months
General Manager of the Keystone
Printing Compan John A. Carey,

for many years asurer of the ILin-
perial Engraving Company.

It is generally thought that this or-
ganization iz one of the strongest in

man-power in the city, and their suc-

cess is aseured. Their plant is modern
throughoue, their workmen above the
average, and their product compares

with that of aany other print-
ers in-the country. While the old com-
pany for years specialized in the pro-
duction of high-class color work, Lthe
new company, while continuing that
branch, has added a .department 7ior
ordinary commercial work, more espe-
cially the wvaried forms needed these
days in the “esszential” industries.

The plant of The Sutton Press
cupies tne entire =econd floor ol
Point Building, Penn avenue and W
ter streer, has daylight on every side,
and is exceptionally well located for
a business of this kind.
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BELL PHONE 125-M

ENTERPRISE MACHINE SHOP

Tools, Jigs, Dies, Machinery, Repairs, Lathe,
Shaper, Planer Milling Work,
Promptly Done.

Eighth Avenue & Seventh Street,

Beaver Falls, Pa.




