(It is perhaps unnecessary %o remark that tis sketch derives 1ts
entire value from the fact that it is played in fotaright and manly
fashion. In other words, the actors must not imitate the voices of

“ women. )
IF MBN P
Characers: Johs
1E2o<; o
scene: #skn's home - the living room. There are two doors, one

leading to an outside hall, the other to the other rooms of
the house. A card table has been set up in the middle of the
room, with four chaire around it, and above it is another
table on which are piled the necessary adjuncts for a poker
game - a fancy cover for the table, cards, chips, a humidor.
for the res, you have only to imagine an average and good-
looking room.

A8 the curtain rise, John eniers from another room, then turns and calls
back through the open door, as though he had forgotten something « .« o

John ﬂlin,And don't forget, I want whings served very nicely. Use
the best shina and the filigree doilies. (He starks %o
close the door - remembers another instruction) And at
eleveno'clock Jjust put the cigars and drinks right on the
table and we'll stop playing. (He closes the door and
advances into the room. He loois the place dver; rubs a
suspecting finger along the table top in a guest for dusts.

o~ He moves ‘one chair a fraetiew of an inch and seems %O -think
that that makes a difference in the appearance of the room.
Then there comes a knock on the outer door. John darts to the
mirror and takes a quick ldek a imself; adjusts his tie.)
Come in! (Bob enters.) Hellu, Bd

Bobaédzz%/nello. 3 ! I thought I'd run over early to see if I
~ eould help you with the lunch.

o}
Joh%ﬁ@ﬁg Thanks - everything is ready. 1 baked a cake. Oh, say! }?ém,éékq
/" That's a new hat, isn't it?

fpetd.
. bbb gl AAL
Bob ,| »/ why, no - don't you remember? It's the one I got at_géﬁ;éfb :
{/i//s. in the spring. Then when they began wearing the bands
higher, I said to myself, why should I buy a new hat when
I can have a man in and get him to put on aonother band for
me, just as easidy as not? Do you like it?

JohﬁXﬁ Very attractive., I wonder how it would look on me? (Takes
/27 . it, starts to try it on, then smooths his hair before ie
finally puts it on. fe looks at himself in the mirror, turn,)
What do you thin?

Bobé{igégghovely! HKEE yﬁﬂt/ Makes your face look thinner. (Looks at fA

the card tabfgﬂg Who's playing tonight?
N W A
) John /h » &;\l and ﬁm
]

P

xeally? (He takes his seat.) Tell me - don't you think
George is looking older these days? How are he and st

getting alon? Any better? /é%lg{/
¥ LA
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Boin [hs Bos as goss.
<8047, //  Wunny what she saw in him. \There is a knock on the

door.)
Mﬂ%&, Comeé in} (Mtera.)
ey (Greatly surprised, as- though they were the last people he

had expectea %o see.) Hello, boys!

John &Mello. Gesr=s | Viell, well, well}
’Wz (Rises ) Hello, %él Never saw you look sQ youngl

GQW (In great excitement) Say, I just msw down the
atreet and what da you think? He says i told him
That ikl o ;6;( [#d¥6/ KA wife may /leave him!

You don't '?‘ \SndAgam)

: \
what do you think of that? (His excitemn:ﬂ% little;
he looks around.) ‘The room looks lovely, You've
changed things around, haven't you? Awfully nice. But if
you don't mind just a little sugguesiion « 1I'm not sure that
I like that table up there where you've got it. (Another
eritical look) And if you had these chairs re-upholstered

2 in blue - =
JM‘?‘” Wwell, what do you think of plain ehintz?

W That would be nice. uvh, say! I've got a T. L. for you._ﬁsx
now‘lrj;& Oh, gooa: What is 1%‘?

Genrgwawhull you owe me one first.

Bob u&%m. tell me mine ! don'% pe mean!

Geo Well all rignt, f \ said you looked lovely in your
wﬁ&dinner P

Bob'@})W;fnat is nice.
M&yz How's the baby, GW
Gcmohb, Awfully cranky lately. He's teetning. I left him with the

nurse tonight - f;rat chance I've nad to get out. (takes
seat at the tabln. wno alao 1: coming‘?

Jca;ihi ol Just M [Q f it ’\%' AoLTa — - KUCKER_
o il { % . £ y.r
(W;tn meaning) vh, is ‘'he? I want to speak to you boys about
WV Don't you think he's beem seeing a lot of that
weoman lavely? "
/;.V‘{) 5 (}y &’

~ Bob : uo certainly nas. He was at the Balomove having tea witn
/ her yesterday - I know because a nfmam f o el ;

[ saw him. B 1a o Y A‘" - .
ﬂ « o ¥y u‘éé /
VK 3




Which mths u that? 'Vb
Rl

I don't know wnetnar you know him - Redph-Wilsdén. He
married that Alerg - they have two chiladren.

GQQW You nmer ﬁm

»f’* of them is backward.
Johr Oh, yes ! I heard tnat. (Another knock on the door) Come
A int (Mare cnters

,«%UB"“) heiio £VE )y a0y

Hello, : ey
L Tm

I'm sorry to be the last, but we hnave a new maid. and you

%diﬂtnow ;ﬁjtmt(mx)&. 7;,4442’ 724K 7:,% T 7%_%17&4_,
a

Jog nat' 1l right. 3Say, “Iike the ¢ t vest, Harc.
&€~ Look boys ! Don't you like that vest? [/ « e - 57 A4

g f*’“é It 93 nice, isn't it?
‘g:go Oh, lovely ! Turn around and let's see the back. (George and
S8 ¢§ ohn both get up and exanine his clothes, pull down his
trousers, etc.)

Ma : I had it made right in the houseé - I have a little tal lor that
: gomes inm. ¥Four dollars a dag.

Gom Excuse me - there‘'s s Lu;,i.a spot -~ (He moistens a Tinger
Lw— rc’ﬁ l&pﬂl MZ VYiemtoe o ¥ “od Fon— ol errT—

-~ /Jbs-e RYE]
Jen?fa‘w well, shall we play & ”1‘:. - g

ttlie poker?
Mar y (Satting) Yes, sure. Oh M(my I trouble you for a
o glass of water? ;

John A0 why, of course, Marc. {George and Bob sit again.)

<

narw, I'11 get it mys#lf if you'll tell m3 wheree

Jonnp .,  Om, no - that's all right. (He goies out. A pause. The
P~ men look at each other, meaningly. Their heads come togekher.

uarp,, 20 Mqoun't look well, does he?

B°°*jlg;‘;7§ 'No,dDdd you notice those lines? He cant$ hide them mueh :: ¢

longer. o floo hial dus akiff ) Vilons Ao Bl
Marc W} He was very good-looking as a boy.
Isn't this room the most terriblo thing you ever saw?

s(Marc goes to the table up stage; picks up a cigar and shows
it to the others. They are scornful.)

George



MWW U

Hun! Ten cenup. ()anse. ly wantea 'co et that
water myself. 1I'd like o aea nu kite nan . Jonn

re-enters wish the waser.) On, tnanxa, : ;uarc
arinks. )

3#’*?,’.4!!! i% cold enougn, sarc?

W(Iaaicating that it un't; Un, yes. Uf course, I genewaily J
pus ice in mvself. (siss ,

Wny. we had the loveli2s new aessert tonight!
Bob w.,QfMOh what was 1t7 I6's swfully hare to fird 2 new dessert.
ﬁi«(mw smpnaniu) is iv? -

6:30 Well, it was a%fcf prune whip. You make it out of just
e/, 7 notkhing at all. then, if company comes When you don't
" expect them = -

Boo [/ UA¥ 1 wans thne recipe
W hHow many eggs?
{ up at the rear table. Turne on this speech.)

f\mmb’ voes it take wmuch butter?

On, no-very little. I'll bring you the recipe Tuesaay
“‘h NY atternoond
AN ;

{ feele a rough place on his chin. Hubs it, then takes a
g£00d~-8izeq mirror cut of hie pockes and stunde it on the
taple. sxamines hi® chin. Then takes out a saftey razor
and starts to shave., Af'ver that he takes out two military
brusnes and combs his hair. ‘The others pay no attention to
this., Jonn is at the rear table, with aie back to the
audience; Hob is seatved fosoling with the carde; Georga is
seated, calmly smoking. Arter Harcd has pusg evaeryshing

away, Bob breaks the silence.)

®op Wl&.f&rc we ready?

JOM}SKMN Wait just a minute. (He brings dowm The faney table
cover, waich he spreads on the table.) There we are!

M (Feeiing it) <+hat's nice, S@n{,@ Where'd you get it?

John Mny I bought a yard of this plain sateen down a

GooWaauf How Much was it?

/\
J-olm&,w A doilar sixgy-three. It wae reduced. Then I had this edging
in the house.

Bob WM Awfully nice !

Mare ﬁ nwt Walter %mg\ouat g0t back form } -‘s - -
. George Vi aid?

<

.
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/
Mg fX Yos. Ana_he Bays tney're weariag sroussTo ionger 4@?‘%&3“;
,Naréyvuﬁldhully? {(There 18 guave @ fues zhous i%s)
Jam {Brings chipe apnd aKes Lis seat) VThat'll we play fori
'IwaAwfuh, whnat's she diiferenaay Oue gent limii?
G‘;“"M”“ it matser who deals’? (ilakes o.© cazde Trom Bable
\ % uay, Did you hear abous EarM
: JZEQQ)vcf; He

dars . well, it zedas ns caw Lucse sdvertigcenanis aba
ghin, 2nd he thought ne'a tiy them, YOu JLGOW ¥

on & lo% of weight adncs g.,:(‘ W
aeaWumy paunuoabwluww. 6/‘— \ :

M' wall, w&y pens his 4018 powgers and ne becan taking 1hen,
2

how to g£8%
. * g tuken

oo B
and wWhat 49 you shink?

ge 117 (warec whispers 0 nim.) You don'i say 67

&AL _»ig:tﬁma) wnae A¥ £ wae 137 ubat waa ie? ( Oeorge anipsers
xsc&:w‘ﬁk"t-{a John, who WhiBpers o BGu: = graat axci senant, )

deorge re uhey are. (Sterie 9 Geal = poKar Afnands )
“3 NMI don't wans 0 piay 4353. Ity: busn 0P m_sm gy »
G&@mwﬁa i have an ApPpeInTLEnT a.-‘fa‘ sne berker's LomoTTow. itm going
Lry a naw way of gevsing @y hair cul. {The desal i
gomplesed. ) :

3005{/(”» {Fieking up '»x fow cards, waich is higher - a¢es or xings?
MomWw. who bets fires?

John J),.,_ssrc tnese funng l1TLie Luinge cludty -
Hare Mﬁhﬂ are ghips warsa?

John Mmz'a nawe them ail worsh She Samg Liing.

ﬂehwulluxpenny

L Gaofﬂ“ ay, are habing a wonaerful sale of nxgntﬁ»a’»

M‘@rmt go you pay your 2mid?

Bob] I" Simty~five, but ane ian's aopth 1, (The three stars talking

S i bk e R AT

3

Mag onge abaout maids, and Joan las a hard tima DB1NE hearas )
e 4 Bawel Yiw--= wg ghinl waye !
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L8lAT

AL
' Mf;n_ {fxeitved I knsw where ¥ag BUNELIADE 1 wanted %2 tell yout
ALl

{They must Ret spuak sogethar) ¥nest is i87
Jonn % well, now in the Firet plees you mukt prouies net o F2744

N Breathe a word of it to anybody, Decauss I zot 1t ip
T e ppoluts ceaTiconce ang I promised I seuleéntt tell.

george)), vhat i ie?
Mare B2 —se1d? i
Bob |, .00, Weld? % R When

, |\
Join It'c sboub Gha Heflin: Now, yom won's sell anytody? At least
don't let on you go% i% fron ne.

Joun &;&b%’fﬁit. ‘xu wg&i . and I LUt Ghis presty ssruight, LHind yous
itk S0l0 tha% He's going ¢ - an - (i@ puts TN masage
AQL06s With LiB oyau.)

mr’eM 1 don's veriove ivt

S

~ sob Wiullysnas go you mewnt

GeoTge hn,fasn

Jonn [lde s apeadt
#sre M Lppad b (Toey count on tandd fingerd, ud %0 Fouk.)
George wuofillat 4o you mean? —

Juiin &L Gzeactly § Thet ware
‘ down Gheir onanas and

Wit >y ~f.oaef

£ ™
-

=§ {411l thrown
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