THE SYMBOLS IN OUR CONGREGATION

ISP A S B0 O 2N A B e

The Hebrew Aleph, first letter of the Hebrew alphabest, the
first lTetter in. the name Abrabam, namesake of our
congragation.

The circle in the middle of the Aleph stands for the unity
which Judaism ascribes to Bod and the unity of Judaism which
forms & timeless circle from Abraham’s days to owr time.

The mosaic on the side of the Aleph is shaped lTike a branch
of the olive tree - a symbol of peace from the time of Noah
and the flood.

The mosaic itseld depicts events from the 1ife of Abraham as
recounted in the Bible and in Jewish folklors.

The Holocaust Window (etched glass)

{On bottom: Twisted, bormented-looking candalabra with six
branches, symbolizing the & million Jsws who perished ducing
the Holocaust. Above the candlies are {he Hebrew words
"Fidush Hashem" — the Sanctification of God‘s name-— & term
used o syplain the sacrifice of Tife by Jews who werse
Eilled for no other reason than the fact that they wers
JEws .

Above:  This word at the top of the window is the word
"Zion", the svymboliem for the promised land, the age old
Tand of dreams, the return Lo which i being fulfilled in
our time with the creation of the Btate of Israel - as it
watrs, out of the very ashes of the Holocaust has Tsrasl been
ciesated.

The Btained 61 ass Windows

The hexdagonal shape of these beaubiful windows is a
variation on the Star of David, retaining the six points.
The motif is carried to the windows above the bima, and ths
paral el windows in back of thes sanctuary.

The stained glass windows may be divided into two groups by
the subjects that they depicts  the first four on the left
of the bima can be titled "Jewish history and characteer",
while the rest take their theos from Jewish holidavs.

From the back of the sanctuary, beginning on the front left
window closest to the srntrance from the hal lway, then
procesding to the Tefb:

17 The Hebrew word "Shalom" - pesace -~ the password of the
Jew and his never-ending gquest.




2 Torah scrolls and flames, depicting the many periods in
history when Jews were forbidden to practice their religion,
and when their books and religious objects were put to the
torch.

3)  EBooks and a candle or a torch, & symbol of the Jewish
people, for whom the book is the light of the world, a 1ight
by which they ltive, through which they have come to be known
as "the people of the book'.

4y A tres, branches of fig tree and garape, and &
pomegiranate ~ the tree symbolizes the Torah, which is "a
tres of life to thoss who hold steadfast to it", by whose
Taws the Jews live; the fig and grape branches are a
reminder of the prophecy of the days of Messiah, days of
Shalom (peace) when @ach man shall lTive "under his grape and
under his fig tree"); and ths pomearanate, which is an exotic
fruait, red in color and full of Juice, also full of seeds,
aymbiolic of the promise God made to Aberaham, the patriarch,
"Thy sesd shall by very numsrous!”

Zy A scroll of Torah covered in gay colors, the MHebrew
Tetters "aleph' and "hay'", Magen David, & small Menorah, and
Tittle flaas. A1 these represent the holiday of Simchat
Torah -~ the Rejolcing of the Torah ~ a time when we complete
the ovels of reading the Torah and begin anew. The Torah is
givided into portions, which we call sedras, which we read
waekly, in suoch & manrner that within a yvear we read the
whole five books of the Torah "from cover Lo cover" - or in
the soroll "from pillar to post".

o) {(On the other side, at the bhack of the sanctuary to the
prigkt) - & small scroll, masks, and & noise maker called

greggor (Tike the onss we often use abt New Yesar's Eve
partiss to make merery!), all representing the holiday of
Furim, or Lots, celebrating the events recounted in the RBook
ot Esther, when the Jews living in Fersia were saved from
sxtinction at the hands of their enemy Haman.

7y Four cups of wing, an altar, and fire, are all symbols
of the Fassover, the Feast of Unleavensd Bread, the Timg of
our Fresdom. The altar reminds us of bthe FPascal Lambiy the
four cups represent the fourtfold promise of redemption which
the Lord gave Israely the fire represents the "column of
flame by night" by which means lsragl was l1ad oubt of
Egyptian bondages.

8 A ram’s horn, representing the holiest of Jewish
holidays: Rosh Hashanah and Yom Eippur —~ New Year and the
Oay of Atonemsnt - the only times when the ram’s horn is
used in our ssrvice, giving a special note to this solemn
time in Jewish religious 1ife - a time when owr tradition
twaches wus that God sits in Judgment over all of his
creation.




) A lemon-like fruit, call "Etroa" in Hebrew, and branches
of palm, myrtle and willowy these represent the Feast of
Booths (Bukkot), & thanksgiving time for the produce of the
fiwld, and a rememberance of the forty yvears Israel spent in
the desert being supported by the Lord. The branches and
the Etrog are used on this holiday in a special ceremony
during services.

13y The Tablets of the Covenant on top of a mountaing
representing Shavu’ot, the Feast of Weeks, when according to
Jewiash tradition Isragl arrived at 8inal and there received
the Tablets from God through Moses.

11y A candalabra of nine branches, a "top" with the Hebraew
Tetter "shin'; these are symbols of Hanukkah, the Festival
of Rededication, commemorating the time when the Maccabees
won & victory over the forces of King Antiochus and regained
contral of the Temple in Jerusalem to rededicate it to the
gervice of God.

1& The Hebrew Tetter "shin" and two candles; these
represent the Sabbath. The Babbath is the {first holiday in
Judadsmy tradition tesaches us that the Lord oreated the
world in six days because at the very beginning of Mis
greation He already had Sabbath dim mind. The Sabbath is
walcomed with the lTighting of candles in the homs.

Bvmbols on the Bima

While no two synagogues are alike, there are many objsots
that you will find in most, if not in all, of the synagogues
vou visit., The stage at the front is the "Bima", which is
Habrew for stags, or pulpit - if is definitely not the
Alitar!  In the center of the Bima is the "Aron Fodessh" (Holy
Ark) o where the scrolls of the Torabh (Five Books of Mosss)
are found. Above ths "Aron Fodesh' is the "Ner Tamid?
(Eternal Light), symbolic of the gualities of God: without
beginning or snd, & sowce of enlightenment and a beacon to
those who follow its path. At the side of the "Aron Fodesh®
is the Menorah - a seven branch candalabra symbolic of the
gaven days of the week, with thse Sabbath Tight raised above
all the others. A1l these symbols are traditional , dating
Back to the story of the building of the Tabernacle which is
recounted in the book of Exodus.

The "Mer Tamid" in our synagogue is adorned with the woodsen
"Oleph' -~ the first lebtter in the Hebrew Alphabet. The
Aleph symbolires a number of things: it is the initial of
"Abraham” atter whom our comgregation is named: it stands
For gne - our concept of God. The Aleph motif is carried
into all of the decoration of our sanctuary, particularly
the doors of the Aron BEodesh (the ark) . Here we ses the
Aleph on both sides of the door, as a regular letter on the
riaht, and a mireor image on the left. The doors also have




the Hebrew word "Anochi” at the very top of the display, the
word meaning I _am -~ which is the first word of the
"Btatements of Sinail" (Enown to most as the Ten
Commandments) . Below the "Anochi® vou will surely recognize
the Tablets of the lLaw as thesy are most often depicted, with
the first ten Tetters of the Hebrew Alphabet acting as
numerators for the statements of Bod that wers inscribed on
the Tablets. On both sides of the tablets are "lTeaves" of
mosaic inlavs, created for us by an artist on the basis of
mosaics found by archeologists on digs in the Middle East -
the mosaic depicts the “"badges" of the twalve sons of Tsrasl
- the forefathers of the bribss of the nation of Israsl. At
the bottom center of the door we wes the artist’s concept of
the "Burning Bush” which Moses saw in the Sinail Dessrt when
the Lord first charged him with the mission of redeeming
Isras]l out of Egyptian slavery.

The two lecterns on the Bima are covered in blus, a
traditional color in Judaism as in the “"thread of bhlus®
mentioned in NMumbers for the praver shawl . The six point
star adorning the blue covers is called the "Star of David®
because by Jewish tradition we belisve that King David, who
was the greatest of Jewish kings, had this geometric design
on his shield when he went into battle. We have thus
adopted this symbol for ouwr own, and now many people call it
“the Jewish Star”. The Star of David and the blus of the
table coverings appear also in the flag on the left side of
the Bima — a blusg and white flag with the six pointed star,
which is known as "the Jewish +lag".




