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Study Of Jewish Education In Pittsburgh

Propose Central School Bureau For Tri-State Section

By PROF. ISRAEL A. ABRAMS

Principal, Hebrew Institute Of Pittsburgh

Professor Abrams has just completed a comprehensive study of Jewish Education
:n Pittsburgh, dating back from 1916, when the Hebrew Institute which he heads
His findings, being presented exclusively in ‘“‘The Outlook,” treat of
the early history of Jewish Education here, problems confronting the community,

first opened.

possible solutions and comparisons with other major centers.
Today’s article is the fifth and last in the series.

See “Jewry In Focus,” Page 4.

IN MOST of the smaller communities, the Jewish settlers are well es-

-aplished financially and are Jewishly-and-communally minded.

Many of

them have synagogue buildings and the larger ones have rabbis as spir-

itnal leaders.

Very few of them have well organized Hebrew schools.

while they do have teachers to instruct the children, they lack organiza-

tion, content, method, direction and

cupervision. From time to time they
sk the Hebrew Institute for guid-
ance and advice. In order to organ-
i-o a well systematized Jewish Edu-
-ational Project for these smaller
communities it would be necessary
o unite them wunder a Central
pureau whose function it would be
to organize, systemize, and super-

Chart V .
Source Of Income
For Jewish Education

sdise the work. These smaller com- =
munities could carry the financial = 2
hurden of such a Bureau and it = c o.
wvould not be necessary for Pitts- 5 : = B
burgh to assist them finanecially. S % S8 Tl
Solution Of Problem O -EE:: I § I 2

IT IS, THEREFORE, OUR A £ sm. sz
plan: AWES d E < W=
1. To endeavor to interest high gl%g ~ M5 o @ o

school students to enroll at the Col-

—

|

lege of Jewish Studies and to pro-
vide facilities for other high school 4,

their neighborhood schools;

2. To study the problem of the
1,768 unaffiliated children: to in-
crease the present enrollment in the burgh;
Hebrew Schools and Sunday Schools .
by at least 20%; to organize the
unaffiliated into home study groups
and to introduce the study of Juda- include them in the system;
ism through correspondence; . 6.
3. To train an efficient staff of
teachers and supervisors for the in the neighborhood;
existing Hebrew Schools and Sun- 7.
day Schools of the city and its en-
virons; to make the work of the
existing schools more efficient;

Hebrew
teachers and student body.

To organize at Pittsburgh a
Central Bureau for the Tri-State
Area for the purpose of supervising
the Jewish Schools in the smaller
communities surrounding Pitts-

To plan and assist in the for-
mation of new schools wherever
needed; to unite smaller units and

To publish Jewish educational
material for distribution to schools

To build up a reference de-
partment for the library of the
Institute for the wuse of
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PHILCO T180XF. Brings you

the finest features ever offered
at this price! Built-in Super
Aerial System. Electric Push-But-
ton © Tuning. Clear, powerful
American and foreign reception.
Gorgeous
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Big-Value
AMERICAN

hand - rubbed $69 95 and FOREIGN TABLE MODEL
I\Zz:lnut cabi- - PHILCO 140T. Plug in anywhere!

Built-in Super Aerial System
brings you powerful, fine-toned
American and foreign reception

"« « » even in mnoisy locations!
Smart Walnut cabinet.

EASY TERMS !

SHOP AT UPTOWN'’S OUTSTANDING APPLIANCE STORE

SCHIFF BROS.

Alex Schiff Julius Schiff

1345 FIFTH AVE. PITTSBURGH, PA.
ATLANTIC 5737

Anything You Desire Here May Be Purchased On The
Fasy Payment Plan.

To carry out this plan the Com-
munity would need to appropriate
a larger sum for Jewish Education.
A 20% increase in enrollment in
the schools would mean an increase
in- the annual budget of $24,880.
To provide religious instruction for
the 2,100 high school students for
three hours per week would cost the
community as much as the present
Sunday School yearly expenditure:
1.e. $14,5600. To make the work of
the present volunteer Sunday
School teachers more efficient, it
would be necessary to raise the
standards and to pay them for their
services—an additional expenditure
of $5,000 a year. Publication of
material would amount to $2,000,
and additional supervision and as-
sistance to smaller units—3$5,000.
This would mean a total increase in
the budget of $51,380. If we as-
sume that the parents would con-
tribute approximately 75% of this
amount, it would be necessary for
the United Jewish Fund to add a
minimum of $12,845 to the present
allotment for Jewish Education.
(See accompanying Chart V).

This plan, if carried out, would
raise the standard of Jewish Educa-
tion in the entire distriet, would
contribute greatly to the strength-
ening of our Jewish cultural life,
and would develop a much finer
American Jewish citizenry.

In Other Communities

BALTIMORE: OF THE ESTI-
mated 11,000 Jewish children in
Baltimore, about 35% receive some
kind of a Jewish education. The
Bureau of Jewish Eduecation does
not own any buildings but supports
the Hebrew College, and subsidizes
€ out of the 9 schools affiliated with
the Bureau, while the Parochial
School, one of the largest in Balti-
more, the Talmud Torah ve-ha-
Emunah and the Yeshibah, and
most of the congregational schools
are independent of the Bureau. The
schools of the Bureau have their
own boards of directors but send
representatives to a Central Board
which controls the Bureau. The
city of Baltimore spends approxi-
mately $250,000 a year on Jewish
Education. Of this amount the
Bureau spends about $125,000 and
of the latter amount $50,000 is ap-
propriated by the Federation of
Jewish Charities. The Parochial
School and the Yeshibah spend
$75,000.

Detroit: In Detroit the system of
Jewish KEducation is more central-
ized. There, the Central Board
erected five Hebrew School build-
ings. The schools are united under
the name of the United Hebrew
Schools of Detroit. Due to the fact,
however, that the buildings were
heavily mortgaged, four of these
five buildings were taken away
when payments on the mortgages
were not met. The classes, there-
fore, are now conducted in public
school buildings. Of the 11,000
Jewish children, about 40% receive
a Jewish training. Of the 18 schools
in the city, 13 small schools are not
affiliated. Detroit spends $200,000
a year on Jewish Education and re-

ceives from the Central F'und $37,-
500.

Situation In Chicago

CHICAGO: OF THE 45,000
Jewish children in Chicago, about
25% receive some kind of Jewish
Education. The Bureau does not
own any school buildings but sup-
ports the College of Jewish Studies
and subsidizes 8 schools out of 206
that are in the system, and offers
supervision to the other 18. The
orthodox schools are independent of
the Bureau and are organized under
the Central Board of Jewish Edu-
cation and raise their own funds
for the maintenace of their own
institutions. The schools under the
Bureau spend about $325,000 of
which the United Jewish Charities
contribute $89,000. What the other
schools spend is very difficult to
estimate.

Nazis Give Up Prisoners
WILNO, Apr. 4. (JTA).—Eight
hundred Polish war prisoners entitl-
ed to Lithuanian citizenship have
been released from German intern-
ment camps and are on their way
home by way of Russia.

IMPORTANT!—Have you given your share
to the United Jewish Fund?




