' (Concern over the relatively small flow of Soviet

. ofugees in recent weeks centers on whether the

Elimit of 40,000 Soviet refugees for fiscal 1991

Jill be reached. This prompted a Chronicle phone
«all to the State Depar'tment’s queau of Refugees.

- From October through
¢ [anuary 31, 10,046 Soviets
Lave arrived in the US, the
Bureau spokesman said.
That would project out to
2 little over 30,000 cases
stead of the anticipated
40,000. .
®  The Pittsburgh commun-
) ity is expecting 200 Soviets
for 191, but to date, only
% 50 have arrived through the
> first six months.
. The January-February
'~ drop-off isn’t on the Amer-
~ ican end, the Bureau spo-

~ kesman told The Chronicle.

“We are processing the

applications quickly,” but
there are some problems
on the Soviet side, she con-
ceded. Getting exit docu-
ments in the USSR and
processing by the Soviet
OVIR offices are at the root
of the problem.

Despite the current dif-
ficulties, the State Depart-
ment expects that by year’s

end (October, '91), “we will
be close to the 40,000

number.”’

(44 o »
Two “cracies” -- bureau- -

By JOEL ROTEMAN, Executive Editor

cracy and democracy -- are

part of the Soviet hold-up,

not a change in the political
wind in the Soviet Union.
“Some Soviet officials are
exercising their democratic
rights as never before, but
we are discussing the issue
at the highest levels.” '

On the American side,
“we have improved our
Washington Processing
Center,” the system of case

investigation. “Even if the

Soviet system was not

bogged down in bureau-

cracy, the start-up of the
joint US-Soviet transpor-
tation system for refugees
created some backlog.”

SPATE, the Soviet Pan

American Travel Effort,

which unites Aeroflot, Pan
Am and the two govern-
ments In providing trans-
portation, operates three
ways to provide the refugees
with transportation: |

1. Obtaining a transpor-
tation loan from the US;
2. buying a reduced fare

ticket from SPATE: or, 3.

buying a ticket on their
own.
- Even making such a cho-
ice sometimes 1s a problem
that takes time for the Soviet
refugee. |
The State Department
expert cautioned that even
“if they make all arrange-
ments, there is no guarantee
that they actually get aboard
a plane.” |

~ Are the Russians still coming?

Meanwhile, here in Pitts-
burgh, over 300 new volun-
teers -- mentor families,

tutors, drivers, translators,

deliverers of Judaica baskets
and those who help by locat-
ing apartments and helping
with the set-up, are awaiting
Soviet settlers.

According to HIAS, the
agency involved 1n the arn-
val of Soviet refugees here,
the Immigration and Nat-

uralization Service doubled

its interview schedule begin-

MEET THE NEWEST
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ning in the past month of
March. This should bring
in the bulk of the refugee
load in the final six months
of the fiscal year, Apnil to
October.

There 1s a possibility of
a “bulge” in the final three
months of the year, if the
OVIR exit problems are
cleared up. -

All told, it 1s probably
a little too early to panic
over the reduced pace of
Soviets exiting for the US.

Though they arrived in Pittsburgh less than ovne year

ago, the Proekt family’s careers in the United States
are well underway, thanks in part to the Career Development
Center. '

Veronica and Mark Proekt were both professionals
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. Weisman, president of the
' United Jewish Federation’s
. Women’s Division, which
- coordinates resettlement
" volunteer services. Al
- Special guest speaker for
- the evening will be Dr. Misha
-~ Galperin, special consultant
. O0n Immigration affairs and
| professional services to the
- Federation Employment and
- Guidance Service and the

i New York Association for
- New Americans.

Committee. “They work as
partners in conjunction with
professionals, providing per-
son to person help as our
New American brothers and
sisters begin new lives.”
Volunteers offer help as
concerned individuals and
as members of groups such
as the National Council of
Jewish Women, Pittsburgh
Section, which coordinates
the mentor family project
and English as a Second

- The Proekts chose to come to Pittsburgh because
cousins, the Zakhareviches, lived here.

The Zakhareviches “were like our guardians when
we got here -- it helped us a lot,” Veronica recalls.

Veronica likes Pittsburgh and says, “It’s a nice city
and | have many new friends,” but she misses her hometown
and her brother who now lives in Moscow. Her mother,
Betti Karolina, lives with the family in their Squirrel
Hill apartment.

VOLUNTEER Recognition Committee members include,

standing from left: Arlene Weisman, president, Women’s
Division; Carolyn Lebowitz, co-chairwoman, Volunteer
Services Committee; and Linda Silverman, co-chairwoman,
Volunteer Services Committee. Seated, from left: Liza
Tuchinskaya, member, Volunteer Recognition Committee;
Louise Silk, chairwoman, Volunteer Services Committee;
Harriet Kruman, chairwoman, Volunteer Recognition
Committee; Merrille Weissman, chairwoman, UJF New
American Resettlement Committee; Rose Berman, co-
chairwoman, Auxiliary Services. Not shown: Naomi Caplan,
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