~ Why do You Send your Child to a
Jewish School?

o (EDI-TOR"S NOTE: The following 1s the fourth in a series of

- seven articles detailing the preliminary reports of the Self-Study on
- Jewish Education which was carried out during the past spring.)

By WILLIAM MAZEFSKY
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children again set a pace when
86% answered “Yes” to the ques-
tion asking whether they found
the teachers “Competent and well
trained.” Parents or sunday school
students who answered in the ai-
firmative totalsed but 64.4%.

Schools are leading with 100% of

the Jewish education their
child is receiving. Where such
Parent Teacher Associations
do not exist they should be
created.
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Last May two hundred and fifty

. three Jewish doorbells were rung
- and, among other things, parents
=~ were asked “Why do you send your

In response to the question
“Why do you send your .child to
Jewish School,” the replies were
standard stereotype reflecting an
untutored and shallow approach
which was not based on any con-
cept of the role and understanding
of the iImportance of Jewish edu-
cation by the parents themselves.

These were some of the typical

dren;” “Grandparents insist;”
“Safe pick-up and delivery;” “To
be a member of a Jewish Congre-
gation”; “Mother went”’; “To Pre-
pare for Bar Mitzvah.” -,

In response to questions relating
to satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with the type of Jewish education

port with
mendations:

1. “Greater attention should be
paia to Adult Education which
would araw parents into in-
formal adult groups to raise
thelr level of understanding
and acceptance of Jewish ed-
ucation. '

the following recom-

commends that schools have
Parent Teacher Associations
which would be so program-
med that there would be g
heglthy, wholesome attention
pald to problems relating to
thie relationship of parents to

paid to more homework for

.“There is a need for well-

children in view of the fact

that parents complain that
there 1is not enough.
homework may help. bridge
the gap between the minimum

More

amount of time spent in Sun-.
day School and the amount.
of Jewish education that par-

ents fell their children are ab-
sorbing.
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their oisstisfaction with school
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paid to securing trained teach-
ers since dissatisfaction with
teachers was noted in our re-
sponses.” |

3. ‘Greater attention should be.

- child to a Jewish School?” ’

- In all, thirty three questions
.~ were asked of Jewish parents by
- fifty volunteers, mothers them-
selves, who did the interviewing in
- behalf of the Parents’ Attitudes
. Committee of the Self Study on
- Jewish Education. |

- The Parents’ Attitudes Commit-
- tee, under the -chairmanship of
- Mrs. M. H. Fisher, were aided by
- Dr. Morris Ostofsky of Duquesne
- and Dr. Paul Schreiber of the Uni-

- versity of Pittsburgh who made a
- preliminary analysis of the returns

- which were the basis of the initial
- report by the Attitudes Committee.

- Slgnificantly, the group sur-
- veyed which was selected at ran-
- dom was almost equally divided
- between boys (136) and girls (131)

. coniirms the findings of other
sub-pommittees of the Self Study,

- particularly with the hardhitting

- observations of the School Facts

- Committee and School Facilities

received by the child, the Parents’
Attitudes Committee reports the
“more prominent reasons for dis-
satisfactien with Sunday Schools
are the following (1) Teachers are
incompetent (2) Lack of discipline
(applies also to weekday schools)
. . . (3) No agreement on proper
curriculum.”
-~ The question which probed the
parents’ knowledge of the subjects
studied by the child and asked an
evaluation of progress again re-
vealed a startling lack of interest
on the part of the parents. Ac-
cording to the report, “36% of
those whose children attend Sun-
day School indicate no knowledge
of any subjects taught, while . . .
16% of the parents of weekday
children do not know of any sub-
jects which their children study.”
“With one exception,” the Par-
ents’ Attitude Report adds, “par-
ents of children attending All Day
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