Hebrew Institute Releases
Annual Census in Pittsburgh

or the third successive year, the 1949 “Yom Kippur Census’
Jewish student population of the Pittsburgh public schools, conducted

By SOLOMON ABRAMS
Educational Director, Hebrew Institute of Pittsburgh

' of the

hy the Hebrew Institute in cooperation with the Board of Public Edu-

cation, reveals an over-all increase.

6,058 Jewish children are enrolled

i the local elementary and high schools, begmmng with kmdel garten

classes and endmg with the twelfth
srade in senior high school. This
fioure compares with the number
of 6,023 Jewish children regis-
tered in 1947 in the public schools,
and 5,973 children registered in
1946, 4,449 children are enrolled
n the elementary schools this
year, including 639 in the kinder-
cartens, compared to 4,167 last
vear, reflecting a gain in one year
of 6.8%. In 1946, 3,998 Jewish
children attended Pittsburgh ele-
mentary schools. In the past two
years, the Jewish elementary
school population has increased a
total of 11 %. -

Decrease in High Schools

The enrollment of Jewish stu-
dents in the city high schools re-
flects a decrease of 47 students.
1,609 students are registered this
year, as against 1,656 students In

. 1947, and 1,775 students in 1946.
The senior high school population
has experienced a decrease of 3%
In the past year and a total of 9%
in the past two years.

- The over-all increase reverses
what was formerly a disturbing
downward trend in the Jewish
child population of the community.
In 1924, over 9,000 Jewish chil-
dren were enrolled in the local
ublic schools. By 1940, this num-
er had increased to approximate-
y 7,000, The decrease continued
until 1946 when 5,878 children
were enrolled in the publice schools.
since 1946 the increase in the
over-all Jewish student population
has totaled 180 children. However,
the senior high school Jewish popu-
lation has continued to decrease
steadily since 1940 when 2,370
students were registered compared
o 1,609 students this year. The
loss of 761 students in eight years
IS equivalent to a percentage de-
(rease of 32%  in the Jewish high
school populatlon

In 1940, the senior high school
bopulation represented 32 % of the
total Jewish student population.
Today it represents 26.6%.

Squirrel Hill Schools

3,541 kindergarten, elementary
and high school students attend
Squulel Hill schools. This number
s 58.4% of the total number of
Jewish students enrolled in local
bublic schools. In 1947, 3,448 stu-
dents attended Squlnel Hill
\chools
2,598 pupils are 1eglsteled in
SQunlel Hill’s elementary and jun-
lor high schools, Last year 2,503
})\ej‘e~ registered, and in 1946,
~,l9.'{. In 1944 when the Hebrew
ilastlttlte moved to Squirrel Hill,
~»01.3 students were enrolled in
Somuel Hill’'s elementary and
Junioy high schools,

Colfax, Wightman, and Linden
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Schools show large increases. Col-
fax, with the city’s largest Jewish
public school enrollment, numbers
894 Jewish students compared to
791 in 1947. Wightman School
agaln ranks in second place among
city schools, with 470 pupils as
against 424 in 1947. The Linden
School has 271 Jewish students—
50 more than last year. Taylor-
Junior High School
has 365 Jewish students—76 few-
er than last year.

North of Forbes Area Gains

It 1s interesting to note that
the Jewish school population trend
in the north of Forbes area of
Squirrel Hill again shows a sub-
stantial increase. 741 students at-

. tend schools Iin this area this year

compared to 645 students in 1947,

'593 in 1946, 560 in 1945, 462 in

1944, and 447 in 1943.

The south of Forbes area of
Squirrel hill numbers 1,857 ele-
mentary and junior high school
pupils compared to 1,858 last year.
Despite the large increase in the
Colfax School the over-all student
population figures for this area
have remained the same. The com- -
parative figures for 1946 are 1,704
students; for 1945, 1,634 students;
for 1944, 1,651 students; and for
1943, 1,665 students.

From these figures we see that
the north of Forbes elementary
schools since 1943 have gained a
total of 294 pupils, while south of
Forbes schools, excluding the sen-
ior high school, have gained 192
pupils.

East End Shows Largest Gain

The East End elementary schools
show an increase of 105 pupils.
982 Jewish elementary school stu-
dents are registered in the nine
public schools of that area this
yvear. 877 students were enrolled
in these schools last year, 854 in
1946, 900 in 1943, and 932 1in
1940. The Sunnyside School in
Stanton Heights has the largest
rumerical increase among East
End schools with a gain of 47 stu-
dents. The Fulton School with 397
pupils, 41 more than last year, is
now in third place among city ele-
mentary schools with large Jewish
populations and the Rogers School
with 329 pupils, or 44 more than
in 1947, is in fourth place. Only

Raaad

Colfax and Wightman Schools in

Squirrel Hill have larger Jewish
student bodies.

343 students attend Peabody
High School compared to 369 in
1947, and 385 in 1946.

21.9% of the city’s Jewish
school population attend East End
schools.

The Hill District, in which over

(Please turn to page 29)



Annual Census Issued.
By Hebrew Institute

(Concluded from page 25)
6,000 Jewish grade school and nigh
school students lived in 1924, has
145 elementary children. 51 Jew-
ish high school students attend
Fifth Avenue High School, while
206 Jewish students from the Her-
ron Hill and Oakland areas attend
Schenley High School.

In the Shadyside district, 49
students are registered compared
to 34 in 1947. The Homewood
area shows an increase in 5 pupils
with a total of 32 enrolled in the
various elementary schools. The
Northside elementary schools have
41 pupils—9 more than last year
but many fewer than the 107 reg-
istered in 1940. The Southside
elementary schools have 28 Jewish
students registered—an increase of
D since 1947,

Carrick, Beechview and South
Hills schools number 70 children.




