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THE CHILDREN'S A9D SUCIETY OF JEWISH WOMEN

Une of ourn eanliest pnrojects, when we wene Rnown as
"FEWISH (CHILOREN'S AID SCIETY", was dental care fon
dependent childnen placed in fosten homes through the
Jewish Family and (hildren's Seavice. In conjunction
with the agency, there was a panel of eighteen dentisis
located in different aections of Pittsbungh, all of whom
gave thein senvices gratis. (HILOREN'S ATD was charged
only a nominal fee fonr matenials used. The manner in
which the children wene handled was most impontant. An
appointment was made by the gew.t',d/z. Family and C/ul,!.djten'a
Seavice fon he child with the dentist located nearest
his home. He was neceived by the dentist as a private
pdxleniajzdnoonewadwmneiﬁaim case was being
handled by an organigation. There was no wailing around
#oxz/wwwu@danebma&ﬂoa - and when the worR was
completed, the cost involved was paid fon by (CHILOREN' S
AJD.

This panticularn piece of work was atanted in 1937
and was quite active during and shonitly aften Wonld
War 11. fowever, the past several years has found many
families Linancially independent and the need forn this
aid decreased, Neveatheless, this service is stidd
available and we will continue to give such aid wheneven

a case is neferned to us.

Ay the dental work decreased we found the need for
oun senvices in another field -- aid fo (Cenebral Palsy
childnen. (HILOREN'S AID sponsoned a (erebral Palsy
Conference, the first and only one of ite kind, in he
Falk (linic under the supenvision of Dn. Jessie Wright.
We gave this asenvice fon a numben of yeans and honestly
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feel that we were panitly nes
Foundation of (erebral Palsy coming into Pittsburgh.
Since they wene able 1o.give aid o these childnen on -
a much largen scale, we bowed gﬂace.){wuy and siepped

out of that pictune.

The yean 1951 was indeed a yean in which the loyalty

of the membens of CHILOREN'S AID was put to a Zest for we
found ounselves without a specific project. The searnch
for a new prvject in onden that (HILOREN'S AJD may con-~
tinue its aid 1o childnen, negardless of nace, creed on
colon, became the majon activity within the Society. JIn
onden to keep the group together it was necedsary to plan
many dinteresiing programs. ¢ was at ouch a program that
we met Dn. Jack Binch, Paychologiet and Directon of
Special {ducation with the Board of {ducation. He apoke
of the needs of the Mentally Retanded (Child and deploned
the fact that there was Little on no help being given o

them on fon them., These younigdters were /:.e,fe/med 40 as
"the foagoiien child”, As Dr. Birch 4;)0/& on abouit the

"longotten child”, the membens became greatly interested
and ,&,ued with the desire to help baing #his child "out
of the darkness, into the Light". The needs of these
children were many but the one mosi appealing to the
members was a clasoncom which would give aid dinectly to
the child, Jt was decided then to undentake as the
onganigation's new paoject, a Pre-Schood Training (lass
fon Mentally Handicapped (hildren - children who are noi
educable but who can be trained Zo do thinga fon them-
selves and thuoe find a new world as socially acceptable

memb eas.

To accompw)z this would be no easy Zask, but we
nefused to be discounaged. OUnce again (CHILOREN'S AID
became pioneers. Firet on the agenda was 2o appoint a

- plan this program thonoughly

committee who with r. Birch as advuon;, wo uld
and then move slep by siep.
The linst siep was {0 gecune appLLcaniA. In conjunc-

tion with this we worRed wx',tﬁi a nw,/.y—,fomned onganigzation

in the city, Parents and Friends of the Mentally Retanded.
Thein punpose in onganigzing was o create awarnenedd 2o
the public dbout mental retardation. Through them we

" neceived names of childnren e,Lig;'.ble fon this clasas.

| Upon receip of the application, Dn.

-

Second - admittance.
paogram, centain qualifications would be necessany. The
class would be fon children between the ages of five %o
nine; they must be toilet trained; and must have an J,Q.
of no lower ithan 35 and no highen then #49. It would 2hen
become necedsany fon the child 2o have a pogc}wlug,i_cal
examination. Fon this we secuned the senvices of
Dn. Mary E. (ode and her assistant Miss. Zita URinac.
(ode would make an
appointment to examine the child in his home. Upon
completion of ithe examination, it was on Dr. (oles
recommendation and only hers, that the child would be
admiiied into the clasa.

9% was also decided, on professional advice, that
the class would be Limited to ten childnen at the
beg.inning and that sesaions would be held four afternoons
a weekR,

Third - Teacher. It was recommended that a teachen
g_ucu’,t'.,&'ed 4o teach "excepiiﬂnal" childnen be employed.
As this was a new field o most educatons, this was noi
an easy tadk. 9% was then suggested that perhaps the
teachen might be willing %o funthenr hen studies at night
school while this class wad in the expmbnexdal stage and
thus become @uaj,i.,&'.ed. This was agjteeabi,e to the leachen

To adsune the success of thid
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chosen fon oun clasas.

Fourth - After the above steps were Ztaken and held *
in neadiness, the veny impontant and final step was -
whene o hold the class. Fon this we wenit fo 2he Boanrd
of {ducation and Miss. Marie Saul, Associate Supt. in
charge of {lementary Education. Although Miss, Saul was
intenested in the need of such a senvice to the community,
she strongly believed it would fail. However, after many i
conferences with Miss, Saul and Dr. Binch, oun plans werne w
presented %o Dr. Dimmick and the Board of Directons of
the Pitisburgh Board of (ducation, for a thonough atudy.
They approved, but the question of linding a school which
would be most neceptive o this kind of class was not
easy. P.1.A "4 are well onganigzed and panents of nonmal
children did not encourage this kind of a class in Lthein
schood. However, we met with Mna. Mary Marshall, then

saincipal of Larimen School, who had been intenested in
netarded children and had tried 1o help them for some Zime.
She offered a clasonoom in hen achool and whatever help
she could give #o CHILOREN' S ATD.

With every otep planned carnefully and thonoughldy;

and with osuch loyalty, undenstanding, and willingness on
the pant of (HILOREN'S AID members, how could this program
fail? Needless to say - it didn'%,

And 40 on Septemben 14, 1953 aften two yeans of
intenviews, meetings, disappoiniments, and many obaetacles,
(HILDREN'S A9D SOCIATY inaugurated thein new project, the §
Pre-Schoold Training (laas fon Mentally Handicapped i
(hildren in the Larimer School, fast Liberty. This was
the firat class of ite kind in Allegheny (ounty; and the
second of ite kind in Pennsylvania. With the aid of
volunteens from (HILOREN'S ATD to assist the teacher, the
olass has been operatling every day of the public schood

calendar, o1 a five day a week basis, governed by the
nules of the Board of Education.

We are proud of the gratifying results achieved
from this project. 7fuwu9/1. the pioneering of (HILOREN'S
AT SCIETY OF FEWISH WOMEN 2o aid Zhe Retarded (hild,
the public has become familiar with and condcious of
thia great need, Membens of other communities have
vidited oun class and realizing that something can be
done with these childnen, have onganized similar groupas
in thein communities. We have had visitons and educatonrs
{me many parts o,f the United States and ,&M.u.gn |
couninies observe ourn class and note it's progreass and

Auccedqd,

Through our effonts the Board of ¢ducation was
motivated to open two pilot centers in Septemben of
1955 for schood age netanded childnen.

Jt ig even monre newarding to (HILORN'S ATD SOLIETY
2o have been pivneens in this area oo, and to prove that
netanded children can be helped.
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“.A-crippled child can tug at yook h&arf
" And capture your sympathy

e 7:',:'8:\1# the mentally sick just break your heart

With afflictions the eye can’t :tee.

* Unloved and lost in their nightmiare draums;
- Bewildered, they search in vain
For sameone to take them by the hand

And guide them 10 health again.

B :)!f‘you are blessed with a normal child
Give your heart to this wonderful cause
_ -And share the blessing of helping home

" Alestchild . .. who might have been yours.

eeNICK KENNY
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