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CHAPTER I

BROTHER'S DEPARTURE TO AMERICA

Dawn had not yet completely routed the darkness of
the night., Nevertheless, everyone in our family, in-
cludiﬁg myself--at that time only five years old--was
already up on this early Sunday morning in the suwmmer
of 1912. All of us helped to get Max, the oldest broth-
er, ready to depart to America. Max had just reached
his fifteenth year. Father had left ingtructions be-
fore he departed, that at the age of fifteen Max should
be gent to join him. Together they would work to earn
enough to bring the rest of the famlly to Americe.

Three years had now passed since Father hed left
8 wife and six children-~five boys and a girl--in this
small Russian town. He could not bear to see his child-
ren suffer from want of food any ionger. He had tried
in every way to earn enough money for food at least,
but he had been unable to do g0, ;He was not a bad tail-
or, bthere were some worse ones inéthat town; but the
customers would ‘come just once, and for some mysterioug

reason would never cross hisg threshold again,
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Meny a night Mother informed us she and father
went o Bed without supper to save the few crumbs of
bread for the children In the morning. Father could
not borro& ahy more, for his debts were already beyoﬁd
his mea=ns to repay. Therefore, after long consulta-
tions with Mother, he declded to sell soﬁe of the fur-
niture of the house and leave for Anerics,; the GOLDEN |
LAND, as 1it.was popularly known in that part of the
world. While in Americe, he would esrn money to pay
off his debts and then would bring us over to join
him.~*a4\_4 o

To Father's astonishment, however, he did not find

GOLD in the streets of America. Instead, he had to

teke a job for five dollars a week. Here he worked ten

and often twelve hours a day. After three years of
such labor, he just managed to keep his feanily abroad
supplied with food. Thers was not enough left to pay
any debts. It was, therefore, necessary that Mex
should joiln Father to help eclear his name and to bring
over the rest of the family,

Vith great interest I watchéd Max hide his steamw-
ship ticket znd identification papers. The coach on

which he was to leave was often waylald by robbers,

“and every one was relieved of all valuables. Max took
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no chances of losing his precious steeamship ficket. He
ripped out the lining of hls coat; and between the
shoulder-pads hé placed some of fhe money , fhe ticket,
end the other papefs; he then sewed the cbat lining
back into place. Everything now was so cleverly hid=-
den that not even a magiciaﬁ conld guess what the coat
containeds

Just as the sun appeared, Mother told us children

'to go outside of the town where Max would bosrd the

coach. She and Max would follow us. fo abtract as
1ittle attention as possible, we walked in pairs. We
did not wish the police to get wind of Max's departure.
If the police found it out, he would be held for going
to America before serving in the army. It was a great
offence to try to cheat the Russian army of a cltizen's
services. The penalty for this offence might have mesnt
a few years in prison. And so éll precsutions were
taken to kesp Max's departure a sécrét.

“atiently, we awaited the coach's arrival from
the town. At last it made its dppearance. Each of us

kissed Max goodbye, When the coach stopped for Max‘tq

board it, Mother, crying, took leave of him. Upon
seeing Mother cry, we also burst out in tears. Wﬁinally}

the coachman dragged Max away and ‘drove off,
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"Don't cry, Mother. Nobody has dled that you
ghould cry," I pleaded, assdciabing the crying of an
adult only with the death of a person. ' |

fyou don't understand, my child. He has to go

'through a lot of dangers." She went on more to her=-

self than to me, for I could hardly grasp the idea of
danger. "He is just fifteen, and was never out of
town. Now he is to maeke such a long Journey. Worst of
all, he iz to cross the great, treacherous ocean, where
meny people drown daily."

The majestic word “6cean“ set me to thinking.
Upén reaching the town, I immediately left my mother
and sought out my friends, and we started discussing
the ocean. We recalled how Jonah was almost ezten by a
big fish. Then each one added something of what he
hed learned from the teacher about the ocean. One com=
rade, especially, seemed to reﬁember almost everything
the teacher had told him about the inhabitanbts of the
oceans

Large fish, at least the sige of a two~sto;y
building abounded in.the sea. in addition to these
monsbtrous fish, wild men algso were very plentiful
there. Thegse wild men had been punished by God and had

been assigned to live in the ocean. The huge fish and
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wild men always tried to capsize the boats plyinénﬁha
ocean. However, they were nét always successful. AlLl
the boats had sharp kniveg on the bottoms. ?he knives
were sharp enough to cﬁt the sea creatures in half.

sut when the knives got dull, the figh and wild men up~-
set the boat and ate the peopleo '

Izshquered to think lest such a fabe befall Max.
Crying, T ran home and asked_Mother whether their sto-
ries were true. OShe told me that the boab Max was te
poard would have plenty of sharp knives. The mext day,
Yorris, another brother, ran ing out of breath and told
us that Max was béck under arrest, TUpon proper identi~
fication ﬁy the Mayof, he was gilven his freedom unbil
the trial. 'As Max came into the house, we were ter-
ribly sﬁéke& by his appearaﬁce. His clothes were in
tatters. His face was all bruised and swollen.

The child.in him overwhelmed the man and he burst
into tears as he‘related his,experiences at the border:
Yhen it got d&rk, the man, who was bo smuggle Brother
across the border to Austrla, and Max started out from
Loskerinin, a Russian town close to the Austrian bor-

der., For severa] hours, thﬂy Walked through thorny

fields. BEvery once in a while, they Imagined that they

_were being followed, and S0 ducked close to the ground

to avoid being seen. This constant ducking in the
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thorny bushes caused them grealb painﬂ because the thorns
piercéd through their clothes llke needles. Upon get-
ting up to continue on thelr way, the thorns kept tear-
ing away bthelr clothes.
| At lagt they reached a stream aboub twenty-feet wide.
There, the two met a woman with two children. One was four
years old and the other was still in the mother's arms.
The child seemed to be about two years 0ld. The man who
took charge of the woman with the children took the old-
er child on hig back. The other child was taken by the
man who brought Max. The men cautloned all of them to
follow them on foob through the stream without any noise.
At abdut midstream, the wabter came to thelr walst-lines.
It was then that the older boy cried, ''Mother, my feet
are getting webt.”
At that moment, they heard a shoub from the guards
t0 return or to be shot down like dogs. As gsoon as the
«éﬁg?e hed been reached, the soldiers began beating Broth-
er mercilessly. Not %11l he had fallen on the ground,
half-unconscious, did they stop beating him. Then they
.orderéd him-td get up and accompany them. What they did
with the woman ana children he &id not know. When he had
wiped_his eyes, blinded by tears and blood, she was nob
there. The éaidiéfs_ied him 5ack to Loskerinin. From.

thers, he waﬁior@ered to be taken home under arrest,
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After recliing thé above hardships,; he vowed that asg
long as he wbuld live he would not want to go through
those sufferings again. It seemed as 1f they would né&er

cease beating him.
B F TS S P L E R

Sunday came around again. Max was now rested and a
1ittle more cheerful. Althdugh, when he got back, he vowed
that he would nobt attempt again to cross the border, he now
went through the same preparations for_his.departure as on
the préceding Sunday. He had come to the conclusion ﬁhaﬁ
it would be better to make another attempt than to rot iﬁ
the £ilthy Russian jalls. N |

On the third day our anxietles and fears were allayed.
A letter announcing Max's safe arrival in Austria cheered
us all, Our hopes were again high. We were certain that
before a year passed, Father and Brother would earn encugh
t0 pay the debts end bring us to America.

More than & year passed sinoehmax had left us. We, f
however, were no closer to Americe than when he left.

The combined earnings of Fathﬁr and Brother did n0t suf5
fice to do all the things planned. Father now asked thab

Morrie be sent. And in a few weeks, Morris left us, too.
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CHAPTER 1I
AT SCHOOL

It was my second year in the local private school,
The boys and girls attending it ranged in age from five
to fourteen years. My two older brothers and my sister
were also puplls there. They, like the rest, were try-
ing to get an education from the only teacher the school
hed, My schoolmates several times intlimated that our

teacher had been & good coach driver in another town be-

fore he entered the teaching profession. His brutal

beating of the pupils had suggested this idea. He got
as much delight out of seeing pupils suffer and writhe
under his lash &g a coach driver does when he kgeps'A N
lashing the horses wnile they have difficulty in getting
out of deep mud..

This aubtumn day the schoolroom Was even more dreary
than ever. In eﬁery corney of‘tne‘room were pobts and
pang of all shapes and sizes.,:ln one particular corner
a soliﬁarj washtub among the smaller vessels, like a
giant in the compsny of pygmieé, received the consbtant ]
dripping from a large leak in the roof. Occaslonal drip-
pings from smaller holes in the roof found their way into
other pots andfﬁahs. | |

The houses 1n this tomn had no cellars nbr“wdoden

floors. Some of the children in. school sat in groups




on the earthen floor playing games, talking, and laugh-
ing at the.top of their voices. Other childpen ran a-
round the room playing tag. They also were as nolsy as
. children can be, playlng an exciting game. Jush then
I envied all these children., It would tsake me another
hour befofe I would be abls to join in theirvgames.A I
was oﬁly third in line at the teacher's table to recite
that day's lesson. The boy reclting had difficulty in
meking the teacher hear, although he shouted at the top
of hls voice. The teeacher kept on agking him to rapeat
to make sure that he had read hls passage correctly.

At last the boy had finished, and the one next to
him took his place at the teacher's side. _Andt@er_twene
ty minutes and I would be free for the whole day to play
in any manner I pleased, as long as I did not 1eave the
room. Just then the door opened and Kother appeéreﬁo ‘

"The rain is still comiﬁg down," Mother explained.
"I have brought the children their lunch. They may geb
their feet wet coming home ig thig torrent."

‘The teacher agreed with Mother and ordered me o
join my pfothers and sister. | . _ “ _

"It is my turn next to recite, Mr, Sol," I pleaded.
(It was the cugtom to.address every one in.the>tqwn_by-.

the first name.) '"I'll>éat_When I am throﬁgh’with my -

lesson.®




"You must not make your Mother wait," he shouted.
“The afternoon is plenty long enough to gilve you time
for your lesson.® | |

Thig did not sult me. If I should lose my chance
of recifing, I would agsin have to place myself at the
end of the line. This would mean another two or three
hours' wailt before I would be able to play with the rest
og thalchildren who had already recited, and so I de-
cided not to give up so easlly. "Mother, woudn't you
walt a few minutes till I get through with my lessong®

liother agreed. But the teacher frowned because
he could not have his way. In a few minutes he @isposed ~
of the pupil before me. I was asked to read only a few
lines and was then at lilberty to eat lunch.

Mother had just closed the door. The teacher called
me over and told me to place myself at the end of the
long line. »

"But I have already reclted," I pleaded.

"Do ag I tell you,"

Almost on the polnt of bursting into tears, I took
my place as ordered. I now férgot my playmates enjoy-
Ing themselves without a care., Ny mind wasg troubled .
with thoughts of the punishment I would recelve. Would
I be disgracéé{béfOre the class by being pub in & corn-

er of the room on my knses? Or would the teacher order

~10= .




me téf;round in the schoolroom with wmy coat inside out -
for several days? A possible beating with the twenty-
thoﬁg lash I digscounted entlirely. This sort of punigh-
ment was reserved for boys of ten years or over. I
prayed thet whatever punlshment might come, 1t should
be meted~out at once. My friends by thelr glances
pitied me; my enemies seemed to rejoice at my miafor-
tuns. The long hours made it unbearable. Now I blushed
and got hot mll over, thinking of the shame I should
have to endure. Then sgain, the possibllity of having
to suffer some newly invented punishment made my whole
body shiver. On occasions the teacher had been wont to
invent the mosh unthought-of punighments.

The room got darker. The kerosene lamp wag now
lighted. The hour for home-golng drew near. I began
to hope that there would be no punishment. Five pupils
were ahead of me. I wasg certain that the teacher would
not £ind time for me. If only he faiied to get to me,
he wonld be gure to forgeb iﬁ all to-morrow. .

I was suddenly arocused Ey the voice of the tescher,
f¥ou may now all go and plﬁyaf You, move ovér close to
me " |

Quietly,"I watched him open the book ﬁo'a>passage
ghat I never hed read before. "Read," he barked.

I made an attempt but stopped too often. The pas~

sage was extra hard for me. My mind, on the other hand,

“i1m




could not concentrate on the reading. Instead, I kept

wandering off to the E%ught of what was in store for me

next. _
Stars suddenly flashed before my eyes, and my left

cheek began to smart terribly. As the stars cleared be-

fore my eyes, I saw the teacher's open hand advancing

to my right cheek. I closed my eyes in time to avold

the flashéé, but his second blow pained me even more.

I could no longer hold back the tears.

"Read!" He kept on repeating.

Between sobs I read even worse,for I watched his
right hand closely to be ready to duck when I would gee
him raise it. My dodglng ilrritated him even more, and
he struck me agaln and agaln all over my face. Iy nose
gbarted bleeding. The tears and blood poured down upon
the book. 5Still not content, he took the dreaded lasgh
and applied 1t on my head, face, and body--wherever he
could strike to the best advantage. Writﬁing under the
gsevere blows, I rolled on the floor. My shrieks and
cries might have ralsed the dead, bul they had no effect
on hiﬁ.

After wearing himself out, he pubt me in & corner.
Wy sobs just would not cease. Even when all my tears
had gone dry, my body kept on shaking as in a conyul-
sion. With my éleev@s, I tried bé'wipe the blood, but
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énly émeared‘it all over my face. "ohe blotches of dry-
" ing blood drew the skin of my face in all directlons.
The'pain became unéndprable, o |

The clock struck eiéht. Every pupll eagerly rushed
to_thé cioak-room. Thisg hed been & long and trylng day
for them. Most of them could scarcely endure the sight
of the brutal beating, ﬁut'they could not intervene; it
might have meant the same thing for them.

When every one héd;gone, my brothers put the over-
coat over my bloody and dirty clothes. It was a relief
to be out of that dingy dungeon. I hoped that I would
not have to gee 1t again. I wasg sure that I had been mis-
treated. T wondered of what I was gullby, to have been
punished so severely. Not even once had the teacher men-
tioned the reason for acting as he did. It seemed that
he had given that beating because 1 could not read the
passage well., To me it all seemed unfelr. I determined
not to step inbto that classroom agaln. ‘

My mother did not agree with me, ©She tried %o make
me see the good of an education. And there were no other
aschools in town. I failed %o see the good of an educa- -
tion accompanied by such brutalitles. The next morning,
however, all washed and clothed in a clean sult, T was

gsent to school.
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CHAPTER TII

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE STORM

One evening a celebrated slinger was to give a concert--
a rare occurrence in our town. Only second-rate singérs
ever visited us.

All day long I planned how I might gain adnittance
to the concert hall, for a ticket was out of the question..
I had no money and Mother could not spare any, for I well
knew that there was just enough for food and clothing from
what Father sent from America. Besides, Mother had great
difficulty in paying for our échooling, The beacher had
threatened geveral times, within my hearing, to send us
all home i1f she did not pay our tuition regularly. I,
therefore, decided that the best way for me to get ilnto
the blg synagogue where the concert was to be held was to
steal in uwmoticed, if that were possidle.

' An hour before the concert the vhole town was in a
hub-bub. ALl flocked toward the synagogue. Those thatb
could not buy tickets came to get at least a glimpse at
the lmportant persongage. Thosge who were fortunate enough
to have tickets stood in two long lines, extending from
the doors of the synagogue through the large hall snd inko
the street two blocks away. FEach one wag eager to get in-

{ side to hils seat. Every one who held a ticket feared that:




too many tickets had been sold, and that meant that un-
less he got in early, he might not get in at all; and
so there was much pushing and shoving in the lines,
Every once in a while a big fellow came along and tried
to force his way into the midd}e of a line, but the
people were packed too closely for any one to break
through. With an oath the bully would then take his
rightful place at the end of the line like any other
Person. | |

I took my place in the line although I had no tick-
et. The day was hot. Great beads of'perspiration_rolled
down my cheeks. I found no time to wipe them away, for
I was constantly on the lookout in order not Lo bé shoved
out of my place. I also, belng small, tried to keep the
pressure of the crowd from smothering me. Every time
there wag the least little change in the line in front
of me, the people behind me surged forward as if a ten-
foot gpace had been made. I hoped in this way to be
thrust finally into the concert hall. I could see from
where I was sbanding that the men at the door were hav-
ing difficulty in collecting the tickets. Once through
the doory, I felt that I would be safe,

Near the entranceé the line seemed to move faster.
My small body was wedged in between two tall men., Be-

fore I realized it, I was inslide the large synagogue.




This synagogue was one of the show placeg of our
town. When a person of any consequence vigited the vil-
lage, it was always pointed out to him. Many legends
were Woven_arouﬁd it. The old men gaid that only two
other synagogues like it exlsted in the world. The same
artist had decorated all three, but the decorations in
tle third place of worship had not been finished. While
the ertist was painting the high domelike ceiling, hse
lost his equilibrium and fell to his death. That syna-
gogue, wherever 1t was, had remained as the dead artist
had left it. .

Our synagogue wasg & large square hall. Twenty huge
colunns supported the high, heavy dome. These columng
had not been pubt in when the place had ofiginally been
bullt. They had been added much later. A story surround-
ed the reconditioning of the place. The contractor viho
had undertsken to repalr the synagogue had set a definite
date oﬁ which the work was 0o be oqmplotede In order to
fulfill his contract, the man had rushed his Work; and
to the astonishment of every one, he had hls men work ab
15 on the first Sabbath., The protest of the town had no
effoct on him. He maintained, since the agreement did
not ¢all for a stoppage of work on thap day (a clause,

~coneerming’ which the Elders of the synagogue had never
dreamed of putting in, because they dld not imasgine that
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any one would dare work on the Sabbath, especlally on a
job 1like this), then he woul@ work when he pleased. The
next day, the story went on, the man died. Evéry one
said}that God had punished him for his rashness.

On the walls of the synagogue, in places where per-
sons had rubbed accidently, reading matter could be seen.
Upon approaching closer, one could see on the walls beauti-
ful lettering overlaid with .a thick layer of dust and cob-
webs. It was sald that the contents of the Old Testament
were to be found on these walls. This could never be
verified, however, for dust had wvered the walls for
decades, To wlpe them of%?gonsidered sacrlilegious. Be-
cause the walls had not}been cleaned during the first year
of the building's existence, they were doomed never to be
cleaned. Such was the ecustom, and no one would dare break
it. It was fortunate that the floor had been cleaned dur-
ing'the first year; otherwise, we would have had to walk
in dusﬁ up to our ankles Or worse,. .

Turning tq the high domelike ceiling, one‘cpuld'make
out & picture quite different from those on the wa}lgy';”"
though also overlald with dust and grime. In}a_baekground
once rich}and colorful in which red énd gold predomina- |
ted, different wild animals seemed_tonhave chosen thisg
holy dome for their abode. All were lifelike because the

artist had painted them in thelr natural colors. Liona
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and tigers roamed freely, foxes also prowled about, and
elephants with blg tusks completed the plcture. Nor were
snakes wanting. They could be seen winding themselves
around the llmbs of the trees. This plcture gave many of
" us our only chance to get acquaeinted with the various
animals of the world, for our town had no zoo, and cir-
cuses never stopped, ‘ »

Rough benches, arranged in orderly rows, furnished
the seats. At flrst I thought of teking a seat. But I
soon perclieved that people who did not have tickets were
forcibly ejected, if found in seats. Since there was no
stending room, I decided to crawl under & bench and thus
listen»to the concert. . ' »

The positioﬁ was not very comfortable. I had to lie
on one side, since I desired to face the singer. Soon I
grew tired, the excitement of getting into the hall had
now worn off; end, before the concert started, I fell
asleep,

I had just awskened. ihe place was in’cpmplgte dark-
ness. I tried to flgure out where I was. I reallzed that
my regting place was very different from thé feather-bed
at home. I felt it with my hand. It was the hard floor.
Fad I fallen out of bed during my sleep? I tried to raise
myself up to get back into bed. Something was 1n my way |
over my head,-lcautioualy9 I felt in front of me, back of

..18_.
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me; there wag no obstruction. I ralged wmy hand to make
out what the object above me might be. Slowly, I felt
it from side to side. Being wider awake by this time,
I made out that the thing over me was a bench.,

I now recalled how I had worked my way into the hall.
It suddenly dawned upon me that I was alone in the syna-
gogue at this late hour. I recollected the stories told
sbout ghosts and spirits frequenting this place in the
darkmess of the night. A cold sweat covered me at the
thought. Trembling, I slowly ralsed my eyes to the al-
tar. I tried to cover them with my hand, but my hand lay
coldly by my side~-I could not move it. Covered from |
head to feet, figures in white robes surrounded the altar.
To and fro they swayed. This spectacle, llke & magnet,
drew my glance.

All my facultles forsook me at this sight. I tried
Eo get up. I could not. I tried to scream. Then dark-
nesst

Pl T R R A RPRE KPR bR b IR Tk R -?_Hé

When I opened my eyes, I was in bed. Beslde me sat
Mother with a worrled look on her face. I recollected
the white-cloaked splrits and shudderéd. There before

me they still kept swaying at the altar. Had 1t been

| merely a dresm or could 1t have been true? Mother a-

volded answering these questions; so dild the rest of

the family.
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Later in the day, I questioned Méther again. I
told her that the visions kept coming back to me. An
explanation, I thought, might give me rest. With some
hesitation, Mother began: ' |

The night before when my bed time ceme, I was missed.
Mother, however, was notfroubled much by this. She thought
that I might be around the synegogue, and when the concert
wes over, I would come home. _ '

About eleven o'clock, when everybody had come home
from the concert, I had not made my appearance. Mothar
decilded to walt another half hour before looking for me.
5111 I 4id not come. Mother then made the rounds of my
friends; woke them up to find out 1f they had seen me
during the early hours of the night. No, none of them
had geen me. _

Frightened, Mother ran to the police to report my
dissppearance. Together they rushed to the ticket col~

lectors and ushers who had been employed at the concert.

They said it was Imposslible for me to have been in the
hall. If I had been overlooked by the ticket takers, I
would surely have been dilscovered by the ushers. -Then I
wounld have been ejected from the place, because there WES
no standing room, and seats were occupied only by ticket
holders. This information caused them to search for me

elsewhere than in the gynagogue.
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Meanwhile searching parties had been formed and they
looked for me all over the ftown, with no success. One |
group of men was bold enough to approach.the synagogue
at this late hour. Afbef midnight no one passed near the
synagogue. If a person had to go to a place that could
be reached more quickly by taking the street past the syn-
sgogue, the person would avold this short cut for a more
circuitous way. They looked sbout the place, but did not
see me. Then horror of horrors! they heard unearthly
screams. They were frozen to the gpott. The cries were
repested. No one ever heard of splrits screaming. It
was btrue that romentic boys aﬁd girls who stayed out late
et night had reported that sometimes while passing the
“gynagogue in a group, they had heard praying in loud
volces. But no one had ever reported suéh unearthly
noises asg these, .

A few of the men summoned up couraege and with a

lighted candle cautiously waelked into the synegogue to

investigate. Upon opening the doors, they were surprised

to find nothing unusual in the place. They were terribly
frightened, however, and did not lock right in frbnt_of
them. One suggested that the spirits might be hiding
under the benches. But the rest dgoided to investlgate.
Taking a few steps forward, the leading man sbumbled

over something. Seeing this the others fled. He, too,
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was sbout to turn and rush out; reason, however, urged
him to examine the obstacle at his feeh.: The candle
1ight fell on a small unconsclous figure. | .
Immediately he rushed out with me in his arms. He
bade two men to run for a doctor. It took the doctor a
quarter of an hour to restore me to consciousness.
The same day, I learned that news had just reached

MINKOVITZ, this far-off South Russian town, that war with

Germeny had been declared.




CHAFTER IV

WAR WONDERS

On August 2 mobilization was in full swing. Count-
legs men passed by from nearby towns and villages to Nova
Ushitza, the county seat, about ten miles distan&% from
our town. There they were to reglster and be examined.
All young men, twenty-one to thirty years of age if in
good health, were enlisted immediately. Those who had
had military service were sent to the front; the others
were sent to training camps.

The men were not anxious to leave thelr homes. Many
had to leave families, wives and children; others, their
parents, brothers, asnd sisters. The'harvesting time was
cloge, too., If there were not enough people to gather
the crops, it might mesn starvation to many.

In the market place there were always several groups
of men discussing the war. In whiépers ﬁhéy expressed
their opinions. They did not see why there shonuld be a
war., If Rugssia guarreled with German&f:ghould they go
and be killed? What had Russia done for them to demand
thelr liveg? Even now they were little better than serfs.
Many times they had been beaten by the nobles, whoge lands
they tilled. They hed no choice, howevér.-.Tq"the war

they must go or they might go«éto Siberial
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- Before the war had lasted a year,more men were draft-
ed., This time.the ages were between elghteen andifortyn
five. The doctors at Nova Ushitza dld not scrutinize the-
men very closely now. If & man had good eyes, was not hard:
of hearing, and had no other very serious handicap, he was
good enough to be a soldiér. After this second draft, the
town contained only old.men, wcﬁen, children, and those
who were absolutely unfit for military service.
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Meanwhile the war had its a@vantages,'too. Before
the war, we had occasionally heard people tell of a "horse-
less carriage." Bubt we could scarcely believe that such
a thing existed.

One day we neard that the "horseless carriage® had
come Lo LOWn., Theﬂwhole town rushed to the market place
to see this wonder. The teacher, who alsgo wanted to see
the strange vehicle, dismisged us from school. We lost no
time in getting there. Excitedly, I pushed through the
crowd to observe it clogely. We wondered ab its shining
body. We touched its pneumatic rubber tires and remarked
that it must be very comfortable to ride in it. Then
our attention was caught by a shining nickel face on the
right side of the windshield. It was a funny looking face,
with 1ts mouth wide open, and with shining, even teeth




glistening from it. We wondered what this distorted face's
use could be. Someons suggested that this face gave the
power to the car. | _ v; |

At last the officials of the "horseless carriage" en-
tered it. Closely we watched one of them crank the motor.
He got into the vehicle but it could not move on account
of the crowd about 1t. Politely, they asked us to step a-
side so that they might leave. We{ howev?r, did not want
this wonder o leavye our midst so quickly, and accordingly
we did not move from our places. The soldiers were in a
dilemma. They did not want to start the cér for fear of
killing or maiming some one.

Impatient, they began to curse and to talk loudly %o
us, but it was of no avall,

A strange snd welrd sound pierced our earst Terror-
stricken, we took a look at the wide open mouth of the
shining distorted face, whence the sound lssued, and fled
for our lives in all directions. It was an uncanny sound}
So strange to the earsl We never had heard anything like
1t. At a safe distance, we turned and looked back; the
car was now roaring on its way.

Daily automobiles went roaring through the town.
Meny times the local horses seeing these strange things
rush by would get frightened and rush wildly eround town.
The cosches or wagons draﬁn by these maddened horses

were often wrecked.
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Quite a fow motorcycles rushed byf A% first not one
of them stopped. Every time that one went by, the whole
town rushed out to view it speeding on its way. We spec-
ulated as to its purpose. One man said that he observed
that each motorcycle driver carried a lesather bag at hisg
side. These bags, he said, contained secret notes. There-
fore, according to his theory, these drivers, who were in
a great hurry to dellver them, never stopped. He further
suggested that we call these things on two wheels "Gossip-
Carriers." From then on, this was our town's official
neme for a motorcyele. It was better than not having any
name fopr it;

Once a "Gossip-Carrier" stopped to deliver a message
5o the Mayor. Everyone examined the machine., The man did
not stay long. However, ag soon as he delivered the mes-
sage, he mounted again and a$ked‘a few of the older boys
to push him a 1ittle way on it. Several boys gladly vol-
unteered. When they pushed the two-~wheel machine for a-
bout & block, 1t‘started and sped away. The'bdys got the
greatest thrill out of this experience. They never failed
to remind the rest that they had helped %o start a "Gog-
sip-Carrier." Here was something that they would be able

to tell thelr grand-children.
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One day a dull roar was heard over our heads., We
could not remo&e our eyes from the majestlc spsctaclei
Not until the airplane was lost to our sight did we start
'discussing it. This wag a mystery altogether beyond us.

We could not understand the automobilé, but yet it moved
on the solid ground. It wes truly a miracle ©o sce some-
thing sail along in the air.

One cold winter day there was a report that an air-
plene had alighted two miles outside the Gtown. This news
tpaveled fast. In less than a half hour, scores of people
left town to see it.

On the ground.the'deep white snow glisbened in the
ghining sun. Nevertheless, nearly the whole town, wrapped
securely to keep out the cold, trudged along in the deep
frozen snow. The creaking of shoes in the snow was pleas-
ing to the ear, and every one enjoyed the two-mile walk,
although 1% was extremely cold. N

At last we drew near the thing standing on two wheels,
with 1ts tall resting on the snow. On each side, a‘huge
wing was extended. The body had two cockpits. We weres
surprised to see two common, ordinary men standing'beside
the plane. The mon wers very civil. They told us that
they were out of gas. No damage had been done to the plane

in this forced landing. A few minor repairs were needed




to put the plane in shape again. To the best of thelp
ability, they explained to us how an alrplane flies, and
ended with an invitation to come and see them off when
the snow melbted. |
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That same winter the Germans made constant atteckg
on our army. They kept coming closer and closer to the
Ukraine. The seriously wounded passed daily through our
town on wagons. They presented a terrible slght. OSome
‘men had their heads and faces so bandaged that only their
mouths, noses, and eyes were visible. Nany were legless;
at11l others were withoub hands, or had one hand, all the
fingers of whlch were missing. ‘We shuddered to think
what misery these men would have to go through, if an
early death did not claim them.

Thegse were not the only poor wrebches that we saw.
The first group of German prisoners that passed through
our Lown presented & spectaole even worse--~about a thous-
and miserable wretches, hatless, bootless,‘and in rags.
Through the deep snow that sometlimes lay on the ground
fof a month or 1onger, these unhaospy men trudged into
town. They mugt have been made of iron to have been able
to endure ﬁhe extreme cold so scantily clad. Wot one of
them was clothed sufficiently to keep out the biting cold.

Those that had rags on their feet were no better off than




those that went barefoot. The long march had worn their
rags out and the snow slid in through the holes and tor-
tured them éven worse, No energy was left in dny of them,.
Some of fhem cried, Some Just stood with their heads howed
looking a% the snow. How the guards could endure to see
such misery for hours was beyond us. The guards' hesrts

- must have been made of stone. The prisoners' limbs must
have been completely numbed with the cold. They were be-
yond the sbage of feeling the cold now, however. They
felt somethlng worse. Spears seemed to be plercing thelir
bodiesg, fheir faces were distorted from pain.

Upon questioning the guards, it was disclosed that
thege wrebtcheg had a half poun&-of dry bread each for the
whole day. The'next day, they would recelve the same ra-
tion. It was also learned that they would spend the night
outgide in this extreme cold.

The leading clbizens of the town asked thq@uards to
allow the town to feed the prisoners &nd_quarter them,

No, the guards refused to give permission, They haa.orn
ders, they said, to treat them so and they would not dis-
obey.

Wo thought that Lf the guards saw us actually bring-

»

ing food, they would not stop us from digbributing it, In .

a short time enough food was donated by each family to
aﬁ%ase the prisoners' hunger at leasﬁ for the night.
Some brought clothing to give to the most ragged of the

group.

. =20




To our surprise, we were forbldden to distribute the
food. The cruel, well-fed guards'WOuld not allow us to
approach cloger than two feet,

The prisoners' faces brightened up at the sight of
the baskets of food. In a strange tongue they clamored
for it, Those that were composed and quiet when we first
saw them now broke down in sobs and with the rest waved
their hands, shouted, and made gestures to indicate that
they were hungry.

We could no longer endure the sight. We took the
food and clothing and threw them into their midst. Poop
devils, they fell on the ground and fought each other fop
& plece of bread. The few pleces of clothing that had
been thrown into thelr midst were torn into shreds. One
seized one éart of a garment and another took hold of
the other part, and, in their cagerness to gain possession,
tore 1t, PEach then looked at his hair and simultaneously |
burst out in & hideous, maddening laugh. Then, they threw
themselves again on the ground to obtaln some food at
least. '

Some laughed out loud as they got hold of a loaf of
bread. Others cried, their tears falling on the hard
loaves, making them softer after they had been trodaen
upon and trampled in the dirty SNOW o

I could bear it no longer. "lother," I cried, "what

did they do to be treated soz" | B
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Mother grabbed me by the hand and drew me away.

"fush, lest anybody hear you. Don't ask such questions

anynore .
The whole night, I had no rest. Thelr painful faces

reappeared. The fight for food was again reenacted. Oh!

It was horrible. I buried my face in my pillow and crled

myself to slesp.

The following morning, the whole town felt relieved,

for the horde of wretched, suffering, starving Germsana

had passed on.
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CHAPTER V

INDEPENDENCE

Towards the spring of 1917, the front kept coming
closer to our town. AL night, rumblings of far-off can-
non were heard. We were not ceftain, however, how far
away from our town the fighting was. Some said it wag
twenty mileg distant, others fifty. We lived in con-
stant fear lest the enemy enter our town. We did not

expect mercy from them. It was reported that they were

- unusually cruel, that they robbed and beat the people,

and burned thelr houses, and pillaged their fields,
Wherever théy passed, it was sgaild thab they left the
place desolated.

The repeated cannonading was now not only heard dupr-
ing'the stlllness of the night, but also during the day.
One day the rumblings seemed unusually loud and near; the
next day they receded and seemed farthep away.

The few days that these rumblings were heard, everim
body was in terror. We stayed within doors and were a-g
fraid to go out upon the streets. We took inventory of
the few cellars in the town, for only wine merchantg had
cellarg. We tried to fix in our minds the cellay neap-
est to our ﬁouse. In case. the fighting reached the town,
we wanted to be sure of the cellar to which we would flee

for refuge.
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Since the booming of cannon continued for several
days, we got used to it. Little by little the town be-
gan o go about its business., We found that when we were
busy the strain was nob so great. We expected to hear
these rumblings daily; in fact, we desired to hear them,
Yorp, by thelr sound, we could tell how close the enemy
was. If the cannonading happened to cease for an hour,
we began to fear again for we were uncertain whether the
enemy were advancing or retreating.

Meanwhile, a degachment of soldliers hed reached town.
Without wasting much time, it took possession»of one of
the four hills surrounding the town. Our town lay in a
valley surrounded by four towering hills. From any of
these hills the whole btown could be seen, also what waa
taking place on the other three hllls. The goldiers oc-
cupied the hill that faced the one on which the Germans
wonld make thelr appearance, if they reached the town.

As goon eg the detachment had arrived at the hill,
they started digging trenches. Day and night they worked
at them, We would seek oubt a place in_town where it was
eagy for us to see the soldiers digging on the hilltop.z_
We were both amused and frightened by these preparations.
Trench digging was new to us, and with great interest we
wabched them. At the same Uime, we were secretly alarmed,
for we felt that these pyéparationa were ominous of some

disaster 0 come upon usg.

33




S

Early in May, news reached town that the Czar had
been dethroned. At first we could not believe.lt. Who,
we asked ourselves, had the courage to raise hig hand a-
gaingt such an awe-inspiring personage? OStrange as 1%
seemed, it appeared to be true. For the person who brought
thig news to the town was not molested by the police,
Formerly such reports were branded as treasonable and
meant banishment to Siberia. Not even behind locked doors
would a person have said enything against the Czar. The
dreaded secret police always had a way of finding oub
things.

Within a few days, the people learned about the ar-
rest of bthe Czar and hig famlly. Every one was wild with
joy. Peasants flocked to the town. Dally orators talked
of freedom. With thelr flowery words they incited the
populace. Every one shouted, "DATLOL NICHOLAIL" - "DOWN
WITH NICHOLAS'" . They cried themselves hoarse repeabing
these two words. Then someons wlth a olﬁb attacked the
statue of the Czar which stood 1n the public square. ;In
a sﬁort time, hundreds of fists were pounding agalinstiit.
Then from out of nowhere appeared crow bars and heavy1
iron hammers., The crowd became furlous when the statue

resisted their repeated attacks. Someone abt last suc-

ceeded in beheadlng the likeness of the Czar. With the

rage of maniacs the mob selzed the head, spabt upon it,

and then threw Lt on the ground where it was trodden upon
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and rolled about. At last it wasg broken into fragments
under the constant beating of. the iron hammers. Not un-
t1l the statue was completely demolished did they leave
it., Other statues of notables found a'similar fate. By
nightfall not a single statue remained in town.,

Having aone away with the likenesseg of the nobllity,
the mob sbtill was not content. The followlng day, the
villagers reburned and attacked the nobles themselves .
who for hundreds of years had made the people suffer.

They broke into the palatial houses, and those unhappy
nobles who had not had the foresight to flee, were at-
tacked and brutally treated. They were literally torn
1imb for limb by the enraged mob. Then followed whole-
sale plllaging. Every peasant grabbed what he could. One
carried away a phonograph; gnother sllverplate; others
selzed fine clothling and luxurious Pugé. The costly furn-
iture was broken, and finally the houses were set on fire.
That night fires raged in all parts of the town. The
people never tried to put them out. Simon, the woodf
chopper, was now the proud owner of a phonograph. He
and his famlly did not enjoy the music of this rare in-
strument alone. They were very kind. Every one wag al-
lowed to come to listen to it. Those that came firsi found
seats in the-émail house. The rest stood aréund outgidé,
leisurely 1isténing‘to the marvelous music-box. Now,
the people did not fear that tﬁey would be driven away

n
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from the windows to thelr tasks. Thelr taskmasters were
elther dead or fugitiveé. THEY, the people, might do as
they pleased.
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Late in May handbills were passed around.} Thege bills
announced a big parade in Nova Ushltza, the county seat,
on the last day of the month. My uncle immediately hired
a wagon and a team of horses for thab day. We were supr-
prised to have Uncle do such a thing. We wondered where
he would get the money to pay for it, sipce he did not make

enough to feed his family.
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Early in the morning of May 31, Uncle woke my two
brothers, my sister, and me. We got into the wagon and

proceeded to the market place. There Uncle stopped and

go0ld seats to eager people wanting to see the big specta-

cle. Three persong were enough o pay for the wagon and
horses. Then we started out. On the road, we passed hun-
dreds of people walking to Nova Ushitza. DNen, women, and
children of all ages were directing thelr steps to fhe
county seat. _ | {

On the outskirts of the town we met people gaily
dresgsed in their holidey clothes. They were all enthusi-
astic and joyous. Fach one séemed to have forgotten that

a war was s8till beingifought and not far off at that,




The town was filled with people. The women had thelr
hair gathered up with red ribbons. The men wore red rib-
bons pinned on their breagsts. We were told also to pro-
vide ourselves with like ribbons if we wished to mix in
the crowd. _

At every house waved a bright red flag. A festive
spirit was in the alr. Everybody was expectant.

Avout ten o'clock in the morning we heard music ap-
proaching the market place. DBefore long we saw an order-
1y parade at the head of which wag a big brass band. All
kinds of banners were carried by importent-looking indi-
viduals. Red flags were carried by almost everybody in
the procession. Slowly the crowl made its way to a blg
lawn surrounding a church. In front of tﬁe church, &
high platform decorated with red flags had been erected.

Ag the parade came to the platform,_several people
mounted 1t and seated themselves on chalrs,. Then through
ﬁhe long hours of the day, while we sweltered in the
hot sun, speeches were made by the lndividvals on the
- rosbtrum. They talked aboub the sufferings of the ﬁeople
under the old regime, and they painted a UTOPIA und;r
the new one. ILach orator stressed the fact that the
land would be divided, and no person would be in need;
The mob kept applauding in loud hurrahs. And as each
individual finished his épeech, the people bolsterously
broke inkto the strains of the ?MARSEILLAISE?: "Stavol
Rabotehi Naro'dl® "Wake up O} Ye'Lgbqripg{Q1ﬁss%?;_':
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Towards night clouds'appeared in thé sky., Without
much warning rain came down. The speskers dld not cease
talking., Out of respect for them we, too, stood our
ground in that heavy torrent. The flags which hed been
dyed feded In our nends. We did not dare lower them, .
however. Finally, the celebration was over. Drlpping

wet, we scrambled into the wagon and hurried home,




CHAPTER VI
A POGROM

The enthusiasm arising out of the revolutioﬁ
apparembly strengthened the morale of our forces at the
front. Although the fighting seemed clése to our town
in the early spring, our arﬁy succeeded in blocking the
Gormens. Thus the two armies kept Fighting without
much adventege to either side. Through the whole summerr
the now familiar cannonading continuéd, but nothing more
happened.

In September 1917, there were rumors that»our.army
could not withstend the constant énslaughﬁﬁfs of the
Germans sny longer. We were btold that the Russians in
théir retreat were holding pogroms, murdering, pillaging
and robbing the Jewish inhabitants of the towns through
which they passed. They ebtacked the Jewlsh women and
burned thelr homes. The ignorant peasants who now could
nq.longer pillage and murder the nobles, for there was
not one of them left, joined the soldiers In the§e
heinoué brutelities. :

For several days the whole Jewish populace in our
towﬁ.livéd in douﬁt end fears We could not reélize
thet our own coynfri%%en could be guilty of such acts.

Yot we feared this might be true, We could still re-
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coliect the attacks on the nobles. ‘Whenever a mob 1is
led by an unscrupulous leader, it follows its emotions
‘and does not stop.to reason. At least, there was some
justification for their treatment of the nobles. Long
years of suffering had stored up enough hatred in them
not to have any scruples In making these‘monsters éuf-
fer. Bubt what grievance had they against the Jews®? We
hed never enslaved thege peasants; we had never tortured
them. In many cases We were treated by the nodbles very
mnch in the ssme way as the Deasanus. A noble would
flog e Jew with as 1little seruple &s he would a peasante
He would insult him, call him, "p dog of a Jew", and
many other such degrading epithets. e could not make
any complaints, for these same nobles were the officlals
and judges of the distrilct. Thus, just like the peasants,
we had had to suifer snd keep quiet° Naturally we sym-
pathized with the peasants, for our btreatment made us
feel as if we were ekin. Now it was reported that the
peasants had turned ageinst us. Instead of helping us
to repel those brutal soldlers, they had joined%ﬁhem,
Tt was incredibletl |
Nevertheless, no matiter how falge these reports might

have been, our town believed in preparation. Secrebtly,

under the leasership of a Jewish young man a=nd a friendly




Christian youth, the Jewish young men, some two hundred
.of them, organiieﬁ into a sort of militiae. The two
leaders who were home on leave from the army, SOmehow
procured rifles and.ammunition. These they handed oub
to the secret militia; Daily the militia was assembled
and instructed in the use of firearms.

The two youthful leaders thought of everything. A%
night the miliitia took turns in patrolling the streets.
The rest of the militia slept in their clothing, ready to
rush to the protection of the town at the call of the
patfolo The call sgreed upon was to be two blasts of a
., horne,.

It was a day late in September. The sun's rays had
colored the leaves into many shades., That day there was
a2 heavy stillness in the air. Ve sensed this depressing
stillness even at school., The teacher was less harsh.

He allowed every child to play and called for no recita-
tions that day. A few shots were heard. The Tescher im-
mediately dismissed school and told every one to run hone.

Iy brother end I, who were then the only o#es in our
family attending schoolg were frightened and raﬁ into the
street, Llready the storekeepers had locked their stores.
e could see the people closing their—shutters and bolting
their doors, The repeated shots ve had heard came -

from the market place where the soldiers had set up




two ﬁ&chine gunge. They kept grinding away at them, HMean-
whilextﬁe militia had scattered themselves in different
parts.of?the Lown. They pi?ed themseives in narrow.alp
leys and shot into the alr, hoping in this way o frighten
the robbers. These few hundred youths did not dare offer
open opposition, for the machine guns would mow them down
in no time. So they had to be content with the'warfare

in the hidden alleys.

We kept running from one group of the militia to
another. At each gfoﬁp of youths we stopped for protecw
~tlon, and then rushed off to another safelby zone, thus
getting close to oudr destination. Meanwhile, we could
see on the hills neighboring peasants with saclks conming
down upon the town. Some rode in wegons, hoping to fill
them with the spoils.

At last we reached our grandfather's house, which
happened to be nearer the school., We beat on the door
for several seconds without getting a reply. We were
frantic. We knocked sgain and cried to those within,,
telling them who we Were.v Finally the door wa% opened
a little and we were dragged in more dead than alive.
There we found Hother, Brother and Sister, who had pre-
ceded us. Mother did not feel safe to remain at home

with the two young children. Then she explained why




Grandpa did not open.thg door so quicklye. He fhought
soldiers wanted access., But when they recognized our
cfies they were relieved and let us in. '

Presently we saw through a corner of the window two
soldlers entér the street., They epparently had gotten by
the watehful militlia. We were horrified at this thoughtl
That meant of course that they had slaughtered the inno=~
cent yéuths. We could explain it no other vay, for we
believed thal the entrance of each street was guarded
by militia.

On one porch sn old insene woman sat basking her-
sell in ﬁhé sun. She wes unaware of what was going on
in the town. The two scoundrels walked over to her,

They began to telk to her, bubt she did not reply. Both
of them sbtarted beating hér with their long lashes.

Ly seventy-year old grandfather could not bear to
ges this act of cruelty. In spite of our efforts to stop
him, he rushed over to the unhappy woman and reprimended
the brutes for doing such a cowardly thing. ILeaughing
boisterously, the two devilg turned upon him% Lercgi-
lessly, they- lashed him until he fell down, gpparently
unconséiots. " Then they kicked him and rolled him on the
grounq for amusemént; They Gthen turned once more upon
the poor woman. Now without interference, they riniéhed

the woman in the ssme mammer 88 bthey had Grandpa.
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They wanted samething.else. They knocked on a few
doors, but got no answer. They tried to bresk one in,
without success,.howevero They raged, "Demn Jews, open
your doors."

#1,00k" shouted one of the hounds, "there, through
the opening in the shutber, peers a girl." Enraged thab
ne could not lay his dirty hands on the innocent girl,
he cooly drew his revolver and shot at her.

The two soldiers had departed but no one dared to
help Grendpa and the old woman. We fesred lest other
soldiers might come into the street. Thus we sat behind
bolted doors in anguish and fear. It was maddening to
sce these cowardly deeds, and still more so to listen
to ﬁhe quick rat-ta-tat of the machine guns, which con=-
Tinued pﬁ'for an hour. In constant fear we cowered in
the houseém—women, children, old men. All the young
men wWere On the streebts, shoobing it oub with an armye.

The machine guns finally stopped and the scabttered
shots of the militis also ceased. The utter stillness
was beyond endurance.. No one dared o leava;a house to
find out the resson for the stillness. Had Ehe militia
been slain? Will our town be the next to be abtacked and
itg inhebibents slain in cold blood?, These thoughts
drove us nearly med.

For halfﬁan hour we were torbured thus.. Finally,

we saw scme of our young unen, perspiring and exhausted °




from thelr recent ordesl, rush into the street. They
asked every one to come oub ofithé houses and they told
us of the valor of théir two leaders.

The two young men had seen that the militia's ammu-
nition was getting low end realized that as soon asg the
firing would é%se the soldiers would start their bloody
work. They decided not to- lncur such a risk. Instead
each made bold to approach the two machine gunmen. Tuck
fevored them and each leader succeeded in shoobting down
g machine gunnef; The rest of the soldiers of the army
were berrified by the valor of the two men and fled,
ghandoning the two dead men and the machine guns. The
peasants‘from the meighboring villiages alsé left the
towne

The news was heartening bubt our fears were not al-
layed very much., Just recently we had witnessed whabt one
Givision of an - army had done. What would the rest of
the srmy, in full retreat, dol Would our few hundred
young men be able to rout the whole army?

With these sad thoughts torturing us, we adminig~-
tered 8id to my grandfather and the old womaﬁ¢ They soon
regained consciousness. We then tried to dlscover any
other. cagualbies. The girl, who had been shot at by the
enragéd soldier, we found to have been wounded slightly

in the arm. A women, whose husband wag in Americe,

B




together with her fourteen year old daughter, had been
attacked by several of the soldlers in their homes.
Overwhelmed with shame and grief they tried %o commitb
guicide by cutting their throats, bub some of the neigh-
bors srrived in time to prevent them. Our houss which
wes also on the outskirts of the town was broken into éﬁd
sacked, The few clothes that we had had were taken. The
pillows were torn open and the whole house.Was full of
feathers.

Night approached. We feared the horrors thet the
night might bring. 'Every house wag heavily bolted. Not
e light was to be seen. Oubtside the Militla were on con-
stant guard but what could they do to prevent an army
from carrying out Thelr intentlons. They were already
weary from the experiences of the day. None of them be-
side the leaders ever  had served in the army; they were
not used to this nervéﬁ}acking business. Most of them
were 8till very young--msre boys in fact. All of the
able bodied young men had gone to the front to fight for
the Fatherland. Only the young and the unfﬁt were left,
Thoge serving in the Milltia were between the ages of
fourteen and eighteen.

“ Fiﬁe thougand souls locked In for safefy prayed
that no hafm might come to their children or thelr brothers

outside. Every house was a house of prayer. Subdued




sobs and cries mingled with the prayers which must have
gone straight up to Heaven. Hot tears rolled down e}gE§
body's cheeks, We did not think of food or drink, Our
thoughts were bent on the gafety of our beloved ones, both
here and at the front.

We shuddered to think that we had to fight our own
counbrymen for our very exlstence. What had we, imnocent
old men, women, and ohiidx'en, done Tthat our own Russian
army should btry to-avenge l1ts retreat on us Jews? Vere
we not as human as they? Were not our women as honorable
as theirs? Wers not our men giving their livesg for their
Fatﬁerland? What could we now expect from the enemy after
being treabed so cruslly by our own axmy?

auch were the thoughts that ran through every onets
mind. Oh thet the day would only dawn. Darkness is so
wncertain. It only added to the already existing griefl
end fear. We Tfelt as if the devil himself were lurking
in every room. Huddled together, we sab with our backs
to the wall of an inner roon for we imagined ourselves
being stabbed in the back. ;

The dawn spproached. The old nmen crépt csutiously
into the streets. They reburned with the report thab
everything was quietb. _

This good news dispelled our fears of the night. Ome

by one we want out inbto the sbtreets. Groups gatnered in
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the market place and discussed the happenings of the
previous day. For a while we secemed to forget the dan-
ger that still hovered over us, viz. the passing of the
rest of the army,.

Two soldiers on horses galloped into town. They
came so suddenly and unexpectedly thet we found no time
to flee To our homes. They approached a group of by =
.standers and asked for the leaders of the militia. Seo=
ing that every one hegiteted to angwer them, they added
that they wanted to ask for permission to pass through.
the. town.

'At this explanation; we gaped at them in astonishment
and still hesitatved. We were surprised that e whole army
wovld ask permission of a few hundred youbths to sllow it
to pass without molestation. Our men would be only too
gled to leave them alone if they would not bother us. We
feared thet this request was a nere camouflagee What if
they selzed our leaders and killed them}

There was no escape, however, The two brave young
men were accordingly infonmed énd they%fearlessly walked
over to the soldiers., The labter repeated their requeét
and added thebt the peasants of the surrounding villages
-'enjoined them not to pass our tbwn Witﬁout permission
from ﬁhe»Jews. The pesasants related that they were in

town the previous day and saw how the Jews mowed down a




division of the army with machine guns and cennon. The
srmy therefore decided not to Take any chancese.

The permission was gladly given. For the next four
days, our army kept passing congtantly through our bLowr.
Much to our surprise, they did not molest us in the least.
Oon the fifth day, the Germans were In possession of the

Lown.




CHAPTER VII

THE GERMANS

The German's entry into our town impressed us
very much, In clean, dull green uniforms thousands
of Germans marched into town. At the head of this
. ¢olumn marched a large band playing the most bedbiful
strains. It was more like a parads. As we heard the mu-
sic, we children ran towards it. By this time the Ger-
mans had stopped in the ﬁarket plaece., The band, how-
ever, formed 1into a semi-cirecle and kept~p1aying at
the direction of a man, who kept shaking his hands, in
one of which was 2 small stick. This sll seemed strange
to us. We wondered why the man‘kept shaking his hands.
All ﬁhe Ruselan bands we had heard.anaﬁgaéécﬁlayed
without having = man in front of them shaking his hands
at them.-- We were 2lso fascinated by the extre large
bass-horns. We admired the very large drum drawn by a
pony on a two- wheeled carriage. .

This all seemed to draw ué to the Germans. Ve
forgot that they were our enemles. e crﬁwded around -
them and were not rebuked. On the contrary)they amused
themselves with us. They smiled at us and we drew still

cloger, They patted our headé, pinched our cheeks, and
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were very friendly. At any minube we expected to be
eaten alive by them, but much to our surprise it never
heppened., _

After the band had played for half a hour, it
stopped. Then the officers started golng around town
guartering the Germans. Three soldiers were put in each
house. We got our share. _

At first, we feared them somewhat. We had hesrd
so much aboub thelr cruelty; it seemed impossible that
all of the reports were false. When we started thinking
that these same men were, Just a few days ago, killing
our own men in battle, we could not help feeling terror-
ized in thelyr presences The diffeﬁence in théir language
also helped to heighten our fears of them. We were not
entirely at ease when the three sat at night end talked
among themselves, What if they were plamming to murder
us in our beds!

Contrary to our expectations, the quartered troops
did not leave the town in the morning. Ingtead, others
passed by without stopping. Heavy artillery rumbled by
on the cobbled highway, cavalry and iﬁfantry also passed
in great'numbers. Then followed what looked to be im-
portant officers in many beautiful svtomobiles. This
procession lasted for a whole day. Then all became
quiet, and the troops that entered the town first set-

tled down for a good regte.
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Before s month had passed the town was in ordere.
Business was transacted in the game peaceful manner os
before the war. The Germans tried to teach us to be sani~
tary. Everyone was forced to sweep clean the sidewalk
in front of his house. All were prohiblited from dunping
waste in the gutters. Everyone was compelled to dump
garbage and other refuse in huge boxes built into the
ground in every stpeet. These cases were empbled during
the night monthly. |

As a result of this, the town stbarted to present a
better sppearance. It felt good to walk around on clesan

sidewalks. It Telt much better not to have to fear lest

some waste be dumped on you from an upper fioér, This
better sanitation decreased the amount of sickness and
death. Furthermore, the arggsgggended without pay the
gick of the town as well as the sick soldlers.

Little by little we gobt to uﬁderstand each other,
The three soldiers quartered in our house saw our plight.
They grew to realize that we could not get any help from
America because of the bloody warj These three rough
orderlies btook pity on us and daily brought us bread,
potatoes, and other vegelables to feed the family. We
Were only SOPry that we coﬁl& notaexpress oubright our

gratitude‘in words. Soon the winter came and Hother
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toegned

' pegan to worry about the heabting of the house. We had

no wood stored away, and we had no money to buy any. The
Germans egain ceame to our rescue. Bvery morning the throee
kind men would come home with firewood to last for a week.
Then bthey would return to their kitchen and bring us the
food. They themselves heated the sboves and they spared
no wood., That winter we enjoyed a wsrmer house than

we ever had before.

At nights the three friendly Germans would gather us
children around them and tell us stories in thelr strange
lenguage. We could follow them by wabching their lighted-
up, enthusiasbic faces. After the stories they wouwld make
playthings for us. They were experts with a pen-imife and
an ordinary plece of wood. They shaped all kinds of play-
things out of this wood meking soldlers with rifles, caval-
ry men, cannong, and countless other vhingse.

As the signs of Spring appeéred, they began o pre=-
pare to leave the Town. Barly in April the troops lef't
our town. SEveryone in town was grieveﬂu We did not
mind so much their advance farthér into our country. By
now we hsd no love for our Fathefland. e could not have
after having been treabed so by our goldiers. Ve were

grieved to see these fine men, who had showed us how Lo

>1ive clean, brought order from chaog, heabted our houses,

and fed us, go to their deeths. They had become dear to
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us children that we wept to see them go. Only ab my
brotherts deperture did I weep as bi-tterly as when these
strange men left us. .-

The teacher had now made good his.threat. By now we
had no communications with America. We no longer received
the monthly check from Father. As a result we.were ag-
tually in waﬁt, and Mother could not pay our tuition.
Curtly, the teacher ordered Brother and me %o gtay home.
We wers overjoyed by this good fortune, and dally we
wabched the Germaﬁ troops passing our town.

An endless stream of troops followed the departure of
the soldiers from the town. Day and night the heavy rumb-
1ings of the artillery over the cobbled stones resounded.
Cavalry and infantry followed in profusion. Then came
countless transport wagons.

Afteﬁ two weeks of action, noise, and general hub-
bub, everything becsme gulet agéin. Not a soldier was left
behind. The people of the town could not get accustomed
to this stillness. Somehow businass lagged, the people
started going gbout in their olé ways, sidewalks were no
longrcleaned, the gubtbters were again full of unsanitary
wastes

During the summer months of 1918, the whole town suf-
foped from lack of food. Our family, like the other few

Families whose providers were in America, suffered the




r——

Semn

most. We children were yet small. Although we three boys
worked from early dawn bto sundown ab rope meking and Mothwe
or end Sister kmitted sweaters and stockings for others,
we still did nobt make enough for a bare subsistence. MNany
times kind neighbbrs brought in some stale bread that they
no longer cared to eatb. From our earnings and these con-
tributions we menaged to live through that summer.

One day s family thet was still well-to-dd celebrated
a birthdsy of one of their children. I happened to be in
the house on en errand and received a slice of cake., This
rare delicacy I took home. Mother cut it into four pleces
and divided it emong us children. We did not allow our-
selves to eab the cake in an ordinary way. Instead, we
took into our mouthg small pieces of cake and like meabt we
ate 1t with the stale bread. Thig for us was the best
mesal infmany months, for previously our meals had consisted
of stale bread alone.

It was early in November. Rumors circulastved thatb
peace had been declared. BSeveral times during the hard
summer such reports had been around. Then, the people
rejolced. They thought of the bebter deys thab would
come., Thig joy ha%nob lasted long, however, for the re-
ports hed proved to be false. The people of our Town,
therefore, failed to get excited over this new newre-

port of péace; _But these rumors failed to die oub as
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quickly as those in the summer. Nevertheless, the people
were still skeptical. They quegtioned what had bhecome of
all the Germans. Had all these {ine men been killed? We
85111l could not forget the life they had brought to ths
strickeﬁ town. Surely, if peace had been declared, the
Germeng would return thls way; and, as yet, we had seen no
vegtige of Them.

our doubbs were soon precipitated. About the middle
of November the great Germsn army rsced homewsrd. The gmsma
regiments seemed to vie  with each other vo see whlch one
would get home first. There was no order now. Five or-
derly columms of ma?ehing'soldiers were not to be seen.
Infanbry, cavalry, arbillery, all were mixed....Now-a de-
tached part of artillery rushed through the town; close on
its heels a few infantry men raced by; following them, and
overtaking them at a 1little distance, severdl cavalry
men flew by. Day and night this mad rush of men for home
went on. The soldiers left behind cannon, heavy baggage,
and packs. They would not he hindered by such cumbersome
things. What had become oféthosa wonderiful bands thet en-
terﬁained ug? 0Of the many bénds that passed our btown
in the early swmer, not one passed back. The soldiers
had no need'for bands now. They were in haste to get home
to their place of residence, their wives, children, and

0ld parents.




It took only a week for the multitude of soldiers
to pasg our town. When they were advancing, this army
took several weeks to go through. It is sbriking how
slow man proceeds to what he is almost sure is to be his
death place. on the conbrary, man runs at top speed to
peace, family, and home. It 1s a shame that the world
does not realize this and does not do away with the hor-
ror called War.

Two days had elapsed since the last German had lelt
our town. We did not know whether more Germans would fol-
low. As it was, we wondered under whose jurisdiction we
now were, If peace had been declared, as had been reported,
would we come under the jurisdiction of Russla or Germany?
We were utterly ignorant of the arrangements, 1if any. On
the third dey after the Gefman*a evacuabtlon of the town,

s, Tew Russian soldiers, known as Bolsheviks, entered the

tovine
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CHAPTER VILI

BOOTLEGGERS

The Bolshevikils appearance did not alleviate our
familytes suffering. More than a year had passed now
without our receiving any help from Father in America.
In the first place the Germans did not allow any Amer-~
ican mail to pass through; then the Bolshevikl, who

also were not on friendly terms with America, opened

~all the Americen mall and then falled Lo pass it on

o the person to whom 1% was sent.
It was impossible to obtaln any work to earn our
food. We children were small and could not find em-

ployment at s time when adults gladly worked for what -

- ever the employer paid, and so men gobt our jobs as

rops-makers. Mother tried to do housework for differ-
ent families, bub most of the people in town were now
relatively poor, and each woman did her own housework.
Knitting of sweabters for others also gave oub.

Every day we three boys wenbt around from house
to house agking for some work around the house to earn
enough for food. In thosé deys we thought not of cloth-
ing. We were satisfied with garments made of sugar
sacks, Our footwear conslgted of rags tied around hap-
hazardously. Some days we went from house to house and

could not find sny work. This meant thabt we went food-
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less to bed, hoping that the next day we would be luck-
ler. Other days e kind woman or two would agree to let
us bring her weter from the well outside the town or
cﬁOp some wood for heating the house or for cooking,
Our remuneration consisted of a few pleces of black
stale bread, and every now and then we were lucky to
get a lump of sugar. Sugar was now a luxury. In the
ordinary house sugar had not been used for monthg. It
was so costly that only the very wealthy could afford
its use. Others were satisfied with saccharine if they

had the money bto buy it.
5/\ 7/\/}:'0 THEN

The sugar we ge% Would be cut into very smell pleces,

the size of a finger-nail; each one of us wag given a
plece to take in our mouth to sweeten the tea while we
drank it from our cups. We had to be carsful not to
get confused and swallow the piece of sugar with a
draught of ﬁea, for we would then have to drink the tea
without sweetening. |

The beverage we drank we still called team. It was
not even a third cousin ?o tea.. This tea was made of
éarrbts cut in small pieées. These small plsces of
carrot were dried thoroughly in the oven. The dried
pleces were thenvused just as actusl tea to make the

beverage. The color of The beverage was as rich and

sometines even richer than from the original tea. The




tagte, however, was the taste of carrots. To ug it
differed 1little what 1ts taste was; so long as the
color was that of tea, we called it tea.

Thus we étruggled to live. TIn The early winter
months we managed to go around sometimes earning, ab
other times begging, some stale bread. Bubt as the
heavy Russian snows sbtarted to come down, the rags
that covered our feelb could not keep the cold snd
webt oubt. We scon realized that if we would continue
to stay in the house, we would elther die from starva-
tion or from the cold in our honme.

The Bolshevikl, meanwhile, were busy breaking all
the stills producing the famous vodka. The peasants
could not gsee the gense in that. They began to com~
plain that they could not do without the beverage.
They would come to town and literally go from house to
house and ask 1f they could get a drink. They were
willing to pay handsomely “for ib.

Mother saw & chance Lo earn food and wood to heab
the house. She realized that if she would get started
in the bootlegging business, we would no longen havé
to beg black stale bread on which to exist. We were
not used to living off others. And we detested our
mode of living.very much. Bubt we either had to chooﬁe

between pride snd starvation or donated food and exis-

tencee
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Much as the bootlegging business seemed to promise
a decent living, iMother did not see a way to get started.
some capitel was needed. We had none., For days Mother
figured ways to get a small still and the necessary sub-
stances to meke the mash.

Mother at last summoned courage to go over Lo the
local tinner. She disclosed to him our situation and
implored him to make & gt111l for us to be paid for from
future profits. At first he dared not take such a risk.
He said that he did not went to get mixed up in such
affeirs, he feared them. Mother promiged not to dis-
close the creator of the machine, 1f it should be
found in her possession. When his fears on this point
were allayed, he questioned the ability of Mother's
paying him for the machine. He was 8O pessimistic that
ne thought the still would be seized in ity first op-
eration., And when Tthe machine would be gone, there
would be no way of earning o pay for ibe.

After much persuasion, he agreed to make the de-
gired still. Early in January, 1919, the machine was
completed.

Tn the dark of the night, we three boys took a
big sack and thus gtarted out for the machine. On our
way we formulated & plan whereby we should be on con-

atant wabeh while we carried the machine.
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We were pushedﬁﬁrom the tinner's house. Immedw

lately, Sam walked ahead. He watched for psople ap-
proaching us. If he should see any one approaching,
he was to give two coughs to warn Harry, the older of
ug three, carrying the machine. At this signal, Harry
would hide in e dark alley. I brought up the rear and
made sure that we were not followed. The dark night
covered our actionsg, and we carried the stlll home
safely.

As soon ag we gobt home, we dug & hole in the ground
of one room. We then put the still in there, covered
the hole with a few boards and smoothed even that spot
with soil. A sbtranger would have had & hard time to
guess bthat something was hidden there by Just looking
gt that spot.

B L B R L g

A week had now passed since we had obltained the
machine. During this int&rval the mash had gotten
ready for distillation.

As night drew near, we bolted the doors, pulled
down the window blinds, and closed the shutiers. We
wanted to be sure thabt not even s tiny streak of
light would find its way out. The turning of the mash
into vodka would take most of the night., We, there-

fore, took éll precautions to avold the suspicions

_5ga




of neighbors. If they should see a streak of light
late at night, they might start to question our being
up so late. When every little crevice was covered,
Mother went out to see that there was no light to be
geen in our house.

Fearfully we removed the soll, then the boards,
and carefully took out the machine. We fllled it three-
fourths fullroq‘mach. We were warned not to compdebely
£ill itiwyg;wzg';ight explode when it sbtarted to boil
vigorously. The huge kettle wag then covered. The
cover was sealed with peste, made oub of flour, spread
on strips of cloth. When the heat dried the paste on
the c¢loths, it formed a perfect seal and no steam eg-
caped from the ketitle, From the middle of the cover
extended g pipe, sboubt & half-inch in diameter. To
this pipe & tin tube three feet in length was atvtached
hoprizonbally. This connection was also sesled. Then
s coiled tube immersed in a barrel of cold water was
connected and sealed to the horizontal pipe. The end
of the coiled tube made itg eppearance abt the bottom
of the barrel. There a bottle was placed_to receive
the vodka.

The still wag to be oéerated by the heat of chare
corl. When the mash in the big kettle would start

boiling, the vapor would then pass off through the
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only outlet, the pipe. The steam would proceed through
the horizontal pipe to the coiled tube in the barrel of
cold waber., As the vapor was cooled it would chenge to
e liquid end in drips would run off at the end of the
pipe where 1t would be recelved by & bottls. Thus were
the instructions and predictiong of the creator of the
machine, We were anxious to see the acbtual operation,

When the still was finally set up, Mobther sent us
childreg to bed. She remained elone in the room of the
still to feed the machine with coal.. She promised to
call us when the mash sterted bolling and the vodk&
gtarted to trickle into the bottle.

Tired from the task of getting up the machine and
overstrained from fears and worries, I fell asleep soone.
Iy sleep was not sound though end soon I wasg troubled
by horrible dresms: Somehow the soldiers got wind of
our illicit business. They were at the door knocking
and ordering 1t to be opened. I, who seemed to be a-
lone in the house, was determined not to let them in.
They broke in the door and directed their steps to the
hiding place of the gtill. Terrified I watched them
remove the soll, the boards, and when they were aboutb
to touch the still, I rushed over to them and started
screaming for help. |

"Tgz, don't scream so,” I heard the gentle voice

of my sister.




When I opened my ejes my two brothera and sister
surrounded me. They were awakened by my cries. After
T 40ld them of the terrible dreem, we remembered that
Mother was neer in the next room all closed up by her-
self wabtching the still. It had seemed a long time since
we had left her. We could hardly believe thabt it would
take so.long for the mash to boill.

We decided to go in. We were eager to see whether
the machine was working, Or was not as predicted by the
tinner.'

Upon opening the door our eyes started smarting
from the fumes of cosl. The whole interior was full
of smoke, and we could see nothing. Ab lagt our eyes
got accustomed to the smoky, unventilated atmosphere.
le approached the placs where Kother had been left sit-
tinge It was odd Kother did not talk To us. Was
che 50 baken up with her work that she had not heard
us come in? Did my eyes fool me or was I sbtill dream- -
ing? The cheair that Mother had occupied was vacantl
"othert? we called out in frightened Gtones. NB an -
swep. We ran over to the chair. We wanted bo ﬁake
sure that our sensea were not decelving us. Ve stumbled
over soﬁething.

Frantic, ﬁe tugged at Motheri Ny thoughts ran mad.

"other, Motherl why don't you enswer! 0! Xotherl won'tt
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you open your eyes, your lipsi Ohl what shell we doi"

We stifled our cries. ‘We kissed the unconscious
figure agein and again. There was no‘response;

We weore afraid to call for help. We were at a loss.
The oldesb og?;as fifteen. Brother suggested that we
take her into the next room, |

our hot tears bathed Mother's face. Clinging to her
we kissed those tears away. A éuarter of an houp=-
longer than a year--had passed. Would nof our words of
endearment waken her? Our tortures got more acuté.

¥y oldest brother disappeared»for a minuts snd
came back with a bucket full of cold waber, Hurriedly,
he empbied the waber on Mother. VWide-eyed, the rest of
ug wabched. Wother at last opened her eyes. She looked
around and was puzzled to find herself in bed in a pool
of water.

Slowly, lother revived. After resting for an hour,
Kother told us to hide the infernel machine. Feverish-
1y, we worked to hide the s$ill from view before the

i

davn seb in.
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CHAPTER IX

BOOTLEGGING (CONTINUED) .

A week bhad now passed since Mother had had the
almost fatal accident. She had now fully recovered,
although without the said of e physician. We were a-
fraid to call a physician for fear of being questioned
$00 much. Had we had the money with which to pay him
we would have overlooked the questioning part. That
we could have gotten around somehow. A few neéighbors
failing to see Mother outside came in. They did nob
question us about Motherts sickness. Instead they
answored cuestions themselves. They knew that MNother
would have a breskdown. She worried for her children's
£ood. And, moreover, she denied herself even a mesl
sufficient to give her strength.. These kind neighbors
brought some food that week and saved us all from
sterving.

| The fainting did not discourage Mother in the
least., I suspect that while she was still in bed re-
covering, she thought of ways to ventilate the room
while menufacturing the vodka. As soon as she was
sble to go outside, she procured a man to bulld a
chimney out of the room used for distilling. I

coul%hever find out where Nother obtained the funds .
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to pay for the chimney. It may be that thls man was
to be paid out of future gains also.

When another attempt to turn the mash into vodka
was made it proved to De a success. The fumes no long-
er endangered Mother's life., This time we did not want
to go to bed and leave Mother alone. We all sbayed up
and walted for the vodka, our would-be food giver, to
start dripping into the bottle. We all tasted it, and
we were glad that 1t tasted like vodke.

To obtain the first ten customers was a real hard-
ship. For seversl days Mother went oubt into the market
place, but hesltated to ask the pessants to come for
g preciouvs drink. This wasAall new o her. The trade
wag beset with dangers. She feared lest one of the
peasants would tell the soldiers. Then all the hard
work, worries, and fears before the vodka was manufac-
tured would be for nothing,

On the fifth day of her visits to the market place
in quest of customers, Mother took one of the children
along end that wag I. She figured that even the most
hardﬁoiled pessant would hesiﬁate to report to the sol-
diers our illicit traffic, if he could behold me. I
presented the most pitliful appesrance. My face was
~drawn together from pangs of hunger.‘ Iy eyes were blood-

shot from constant crying for food. My body was fully

-5968119




W

wrapped in heevy sacks to help keep the cold out. Ny
footgear was elso of sacks and ragse

The two of us walked into the market place., We
saw two men looking at a team of horses and bargaining
over the price. We approached them and stood there walt-
ing to see them complete the sale after which Mother in-
tended to ask them over to our house to have a few drinks.
In the extreme‘cold we waited for more than an hour, be-
fore they agreed upon the prilce. |

Then Mother overheard one of them say that he would
1ike to have some vodka to warm up. HIother immediately
epproached him and told him to follow her. Thus was the
rirgt cusbomer obtained. MNMother then realized that the
peasants would not report us to the soldiers., They were
embittered with the soldlers for working such hardships
on them in not letting them have their Tavorlte bev-
erage, They were delighted to partake of the liguor
and not even mentioned 1t {o anyone that might cause
trouble. After having dbtéined the first customen sﬁc"
cessfully, Mother ventured}to ask others to come to usg
and within a week we had teﬁ steady customers thalt vis-
ited us at least once every ﬁaje

These peasantsubroughf‘others and within a month

we were pabronized by nearly a hundred people. We gob
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a reputation of giving the real stuff. Our vodka wasg
not mixed with water ag other bootleggers were wont to
doe

This business got to be profiteble. In a few weeks
the still was paid for. We no longer went to bed with-
out supper. Food was plentiful. Mother even ordered
us some real honest-to=goodness clothes. The only cloud
thet marred our enjoyment of plentlful food was the
fear of a raid by the soldlers.

several joints had been already reided, The sol-
diers had swooped down unexpectedly. They had beaten
in the doors and had broken everything in the place.
ot only had they destroyed the stills, barrels of
mash, snd bottles of vodka, but they had broken all
the furniture in the house. 1In addition to that, they
had flogged the men operating the places to unconsclous-
néss. When we heard of these brubalities, we llved in
congtbant feér. We did not give up our illicit traffle,
however. 1t was bebter bto be fed-anﬁ live in fear,
than to be hungry and nct;know of fear. We could ab
lenst hope that they Woulé not get wind of our boobt-
legging. Wheress, if we were not manufacturing vodka,
wo had no hope that we would get foods

Our family had not been in bed for an hour when

we were awakened by e loud pounding on tne front door
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on o cold February night. "Obtwaretiel"--"Open upl" ceme

s command from the outside. We were paralyzed with fear.
A cold sweab covered my whole body as i recollected the
flogging of emother bootlegger. WI1ll Mother and we four
children be treated 1ikewlise? If there had been at least
one older male in the house, we would have had more con-
fidence. He would have been able to cope more readily
with such a sibuation.

In these few trying seconds, Mother haed formed a
plan to outwit the soldiers. "Herry, grab the five-gel-
lon boftle with vodks and Bake it tﬁrough the back door
to the nearby cemetery." Mother was hoping that the
soldiers would not be at the back door since most of
the houses of this town had only one door. Our house
was one of the few in town with a bsck door.

With lightning speed, Harry vrapped himself in an
overcoat, pulled his booés on and was oub with the ev-
idence. We were forbtunabe not to have had any barrels
with magh. The mesh had{been distilled the previous
day. The barrels as usu%l had.been cleaned and allowed
to air for & day. Just as Brother got out the back
door, Mother opened the front door to admit the sol=-
dierse. n |

They were surprised to see the door open for them

to come in. They were accustamed fo meking thelr entry
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by brute strength. The mere compliance in this respect
with their commands to leb them in softened them and
they were less harsh as they entered. They had had no
time to work themselves up into a fury by breaking in
the door. Furbhermore, the appearance of a woman ab
the wnbolting of the door somewhabt broke their morale.

The leader began to ask gquestions. Where was the
man of the house? How many children she had? At this
question Mother hesiteted a little. She gave him the
right nuwber, however, hoping that Harry would return
before they sbarted to search the house. How she pro-
vided a living for us? Kind neighbors helped us by let-
ting Mother wash their floors end laundry was the ex-
planation.

Before the questioning was over Harry joined us
children 1n the bedroom. Together we listened to the
cruel grilling of the soldierae At last they sxhausted
their supply of questiqns. Oone of them suggested that
they look around in thé house.

They came into thg bedroom end first looked ab
our wide-awake, frightened faces. They joked with us
"your father is in America meking meny dollars and you
starve here." We answered them not. We fearsd lest
they discover the st111 buried in a corner of the bed-
room. 'They were occupied too much with us to search

cloge enough. Two of thém,went into the third room,




followed WY Mother. They were puzzled by the emplty bare-
pels, bub were finslly satisfied with Motherts gxplang-
tions. Good hﬁmoredly they warned Mother'not Yo en-
gage in the 11licit manufacture of yodka. e will sur-
prise you once again," they added as they lefte

Half an hour after their deparbure, Brother caublous-
1y went oub through the back GOOT. Within a few minutes,
he returned with the preclious beverage, the 1iquor thab
meant food for use

The next A&y the regular customers camd for a Arinke.
The first dpinker, howevel, showed a puzzled face. "Are
you trying to have some fun with us?" he counterede.
“ywhy, this is nothing bub water.® Hother was surprised
ot this. The vodka came from the Pive-gallon bottlee.
She tastbed sone and was convinced of the mants complaints;
the beverage was plain watel.

could the extreme cold have had some effect on.thﬁ
gﬁ@&@ﬁ Never before 3id we nhear of o liguor being chggea -
by cold. 1f hot had no effeoL on the bevarage when 1%
was beling distilled, Lﬁzther would cold cause & reac
tion. The only plausmble explanation Was that some one
sgw Brother leave the bottle in the cemeteryo When
he had 1eft, the 1iqu0r wes drained and replaced with
waber. vhatever the.explmnahion i? wasg hard for Mother

Lo convince the cusbomers that came daily. It 1ooked




as 1f we were going to lose all of the patrons, for
it took a full week before the mash was ready for

distillation., Our repubation of giving good stuff

fortunately helped us., In a month the trade was nor-
mal again,

During the month, the soldiers did not molest us,
Our patrons, men and women pesasants, came dally snd at
the asccustomed rap on the door were allowed to enber.
They liked to come in groups and sit around s table
With g quart in front of them. Thug they would drink
and chat and occasionally eat onions with salt. Then
they would drink more until the bottle was empty and
then order snother bottle, I was always interested to
see them gulp a glass full of fuming burning vodka--
men and women allke--without even making a grimece.
Their throabs must have been so parched from their
habitual drinking; I thought, that the drinking no
longer affected them.

Lfter 8 group_of four or five had drunk two quarts,
they would leave,2 These peasanty never seemed drunk,
¥o matter how much they drank, it seemed to affect
them as plain waber would, They had no difficulty in
leaving the table, They scorned any ald. They never

tobtered. Only their breath indicated that they had
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been drinking. Wabching them walk one could never tell
that they were full of gin.

On a March day of 1919, a group of our patrons were
celebrating at our taﬁb@. As was always the case, when
they were warmed up by thelr favorite drink, they were
merry and talkative. The two men and two women at the
table had finished one quart and hed requested another.
Mother was handing the bottle to them when there was a
loud kmocking, intervalled with shouts ordering to
open upe

We recognized it as different from the accustomed
rap of a patron, We 21l were very quiet and did not
ar.swer them., Mother hoped that they would knock awhile
and depart,

Bubt to our dismay they began breaking in the door.
In a few short minutes a group of enraged soldiers leaped
upon the peasants and started flogging them with their
long lashes. Protesting loudly at this treatment, our
patrong fled. The soldlers were content to let them
g0

After having spent some of their fury on the poor
peasants, the soldiers started to sesrch the house.

They found vodka which they immediately spilled. Then
fhey poured the mash from the barrels. This all did

not satisfy them; they demanded the stlll. Mother re-
fused to tell them its hiding place. They found nothing
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and threatened to impridon all of us., They did not re-
frain from using ungentlemenly language, but they never
raised g hand againast us.

They searched again and threabtened again with no
results. "Next time we will come when you manufacbture
the stuff. Then we will break the still and make an
end to this,“.tha lesder werned Mother,

While he was harangueing us thus, one of the sol-
diers decided to go snooping about in our bedroom. Im~
mediately he was on hisiknees and with hls hands removed
the soil covering the boards underneath. When he noticed
the boards, he called the other soldiers to come %o aid
him.

In a short time they unearthed the huge kettle.
With the butts of thelr rifles they broke the machine
before our eyes. We cried bitterly. To us it wasg as
if they Wereibeating to death a friend, a friend that
had been our:provider for the last few months. This
friend had séen to 1t that we should not be in want.

Now the friend wes being beaten to deathl
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CHAPTER X

PETLURA%

Petlural! This name still makes me shudder! It
horrifies me, although the man is now unsble to harm
me, In the spring of 1919 this name typified cruel
murders, robberies, and other atrocious crimes on an
innocent people in Russia. There was not a single
town in southern Russis known as the Ukraine that did
not live through a pogrom inspired by this besgtial
bandit. I could almos?® say% that ﬁﬁere was not a single
Jewish family in the Ukraine who escaped the clutches
of thisg beast end his lawless band. If there were no
oasuaities in the immediate family, some poor second
or third cousin or‘uncle or eunt suffered at the hands
of Petlwrae-

Petlura organized his so-called army to wrest U=
Imraine from the Bolshevikils hands and bo organize 8 .
separate govermment. It was even rumored that he was -
financed by the Allies. The Allies did ot o much -
care for Ukraﬂna or Poland or Rumania to have lndenendent
governments., Bub they did want to break the Bolshe-
vikits power. 3y financing unsecrupulous 1eadeﬂ§ the
Allies could sit back and chuckje at the plaguing of
#Note: Simon Peblura was shot on May £5, 1926 in Parls
by 8 Russian student whose family died at the hands i
of the bandit.: The sssassin was errested, and money
for his defense wag raised by the Wational Jewish

Vorkers Alllance of Wew York. The trial of Schwartz-~

bard was not held until October, 1927 when he was flna71y

acquitted,
e




the Bolsheviki by thase'thorns. S50 long as this kept
the Bolshevikl busy and interfered with theif getting
on theilr feet it satisfied the powers of the world.

Peblura, however, did not show gréat fervor for
freeing hls beloved Ukraine. He displayed greater zeal
in torturing and kiiling innocent Jews. Whebther the
runored financial backers stipulated The killing of ~
Jews as part of their contract with Petlura was not
knov~. yven if they did not ask him to do this very
thing, they never apparently discouraged him in his
bestial pursuits. That the whole world was aware éf
Peblura's misdeeds we had no doubbts. For such whole-
sale slaughbering even if 1t occured in unclvilized
Russia, surely was given some publicity. Yet we re-
ceived no rellef,

Petlurs made a dramatic entrance into our town,
He waged en honest-to-goodness batile with Trotzky?s‘
army to get possession of g&g&g&éﬁg. We, too, had to
witness tﬁﬁ gruesome business of men killing sach
other. -

The Bolshevikits stand in our town somewhat dis-
concerted. Petlura. Previous to his approach toward
Minkovitz, the Bolshevikl gave way ensily at signs of
the lawless leader an@ hias band. They would exchange

a few shots--a sort of guerilla warfarg-~-and then




leave the town to Petlurs., Here, on the hilly, where
the Bolsheviki had the trenches made by the Czar's army,
they made a stand.

| The spring of 1919 came unusually early. In the
early days of March the snow started melting away aﬁd
warm weather prevailled. By the middle of thabt month no
gign of winter was left. The grass grew green, and some
trees started to bud. In this balmy weather, Petlura
made his appearance.

Immediabely, Trotzky's army took possession of the
hill opposite the direction of the lawless band's ap-
proach. Before all the soldiers had left the town the
Bolsheviki began cannonading over 1t to prevent Petlura
from entering.

The first shot took us by surpirse. We were bLotaly
unprepared for it. PFurthermore, the shot was very
gtrange éo us. Never before had we scen actual cannon
in aotioﬁe When the Germans advanced we heard certalin
fap=offl éannonading. Bub that wag a whisper compared
to the réport that daye | -

The flrast report wag soon followed by others. Thaet
day happened to be market day. The town was full of
ﬁeople sélling and buying weres. As Tthe shots were re-
peated, the people and enimals became panic-stricken,

Hurriedly, the shop-keepers began closing thelr shopse.




Parents ran in &ll directions calling their children.
Children, frightened end crying, rushed from the dis-
missed school. Horses, unaccustomed to this strange
noise, wildly stampeded over every one in their path.
Dogs howled as if the world were at an end. Everything
was in a babel. |

Before long Petlurats band sbtarted a batbery of
artillery going on the opposite hill. Now projectiles
kept flying overthe town in both direcﬁions. Boomi
Boom} thundered ti:e guns. Vizzzzl whistled the shells
gs they flew from one hill to the other,

The noise of the guns soon drowned out the general
ﬁproar of the people and aniﬁals. In a very short
time the crowded streets were empbty. The people had
filled all the availeble cellars in the town; the an-
imals apparently found refugé in the numerous narrow
alléys. Not a verson bothered with these poor animsls;
everyone looked oub for his own safety. The streebs
beceme unbearably quiet, In the cellars we heard only
thaérepeated reportg of the guns and the constant whist-
ling of théehells overhead., -

Souatting on the damp ground of the cellar, we sab
crowded together. There was not enough room %o strebeh
out our legs. As the bombardment continued throughoub

the day our cvouchlng positions became unendurable,.
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Standing up was the only relief we could get. Yet to

‘most of us this rellef was even worse then the squatting

on the ground. Only & few had the good fortune to sit
beside‘the wells., When they stood up, they leaned a-
geingt the wall for support. Bubt we in the center
found no relief in standing up. We found ib ver§ dair-
ficult to stand for a while in a small allotted space
with nothing to support us and so we endured the tor-
turous squatting for a whole day.

Each person was engsged in his own thoughts. ¥No
one complained of the physical suffering, nor did any
one talk about his mentel tortures. A deadly quiet pre-
vailed within, a quiet that could drive e person crazy.
The grave and golemn faces showed that each individual
was fighting insanity, each person was communing with
God. The mere fact that they were taken up with spir-
itual things instead of maberial things saved the
minds of meny. ’

It is fortunste that in denger ourfhoughts are im-
me&ataly turned to God. No mabter how atheistiec an
individual may be in ordinary times, that persom be-
comes religious when he finds himself in a situation
froﬁ which no actlon of his own can rescue him, Al-
though unconscious of the faet, that person is then as

devout and earnest in his prayers as one who practices
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religion all his 1life., The abillty of the human to
think of gomething other than the lmmediate danger of=-
ten save$ his mind from going to pieces.

When night came, our bodlies might have been weak
end tired but our minds were sound and fresh. Now that
the cannonading had subsided, we agaln thought of food.

Seversal men went out. Within a half hour they re-
turned and reported that no damage had been done to the
town. Whether one of the combavant armies had with-
drewn they could not tell, for the hillsides occuplied
by the soldiers were In complete darkness. The food
they brought heartened us more. Afber eabing we were
at least better prepared to endure the dark night.

Early in the morning the shooting was resumed.

The men, however, could no longer stay in this depresg-
ging place. Since on the previous day no harm was done
=to the town,.they reggsoned 1t wasg obvioug that the
armies were intent only upon destroying each other.

Emboldened by these observations, the men startved
égoing out into the streets while the shells were still
vflying overhead. When they came back, they told us thab
they drew waber from the wells to give to the cows
1and horses who had gone without food or drink since

the shooting began.
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Towards night of the second day of warfare all de-
cided to return to theilr houses. It seemed foolisgh
for ug to lie in & damp, crowded cellar when we could
be apparently just as safe in the houses. That night
ws}slept soundly enough in our beds.

On the third day, the shooting was as heavy as on
the first. Neither side slackened up. Perhaps, the
blood that had already been shed was not enough.

Fach family now sbtayed in its own house. The men
kept going oﬁt and coming back as on the previous daye.
Through the windows we could see them walk In twos,
1ittle minding the flying shells.

We boys became impatient and sneaked out of the
houge. Not far from our house we saw a group of boys
of our own age sitting on a porch that gave full view
‘of the two hillsides.

We joined them and excibedly wabtched the fight.

"Tookt Took at that shell coming from Peblura,"
eried one boy. "Why it raised a big cloud of dusb.

Tn o few moments the cloud haed cleared away.

Igee those Bolsheviki crawling on their belies,"
shouted another. "They must have been hurt,"

Petlurats shells became more numerous. The other
agide showe@ its probtest by a few scabtered shots. It
obviously felt safe enough on its hillside, and showed

no signs of retreating,.
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Darkness pub an end to the third dey of warfare.
Only the dawn of the next day would reveal whefhar the
fighiing wonld continue., Although we had now got ac-
customed to the earsplitting reports, we, neverthsless,
wished very much that an end would come to this strug-
gle,

Early in the morning of the fourth day, the hill-
gide of the Bolsheviki was vacated. Petlura's band
gsent over a few shells to the now quilet hillsidéo They
recelved no answer. In half an hour, the town was full
of Petlurzag--our town's officlal name for this law-
legs band.

These soldiers did not come in orderly lines,

They rushed into town like a mob of people carried

away by btheir emotions. These soldiers fairly ran ine-
to town. We wondered how such an undlsciplined band
could battle with Trotzky's ermy; how they could be kepb
at thelr posts while fighting. Most of these soldiers
were young boys from the nearby villages. These boys
had been lured by the leaderts promise To rob the Jews.
Only the desire to confiscabe the wealth of the Jews
kept them together,

Their appreance was shocking. Nearly all of them
were hatless., Theilr unkemp?t halr was made more hf%—

eous by the breeze. Each soldierts dirty face was
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fertile with bristles. XNot one of them had on a de=-
cent germent. Most of them were clad in g heavy linen
shirﬁ and a pair of trousers. Only the linen shirts,
once white, presented the appearance of some uniformity;
no two palrs of trousers were allke; 1if they once wers,
the many patches on them now covered up that fact,
Rags wound arvound the feet formed most of the mentas
footgear. |

The officers and orderlies boasted the same raikh=~
ment., We abt first did not know which were their leaders.
Upon Jooking more closely, however, we noticed a few
with revolvers at their sides. These, we assumed,
were the officers. The majority carried rifles with
bayonets atbached.. .

As soon ag the men reached the town, they swarmed

.into the houses and demanded food. Four bums, among

them & lad from & nearby villsge, enbtered our house.
"Give us something to eat," was the order of the boy
kiown by Mother.

"Ivan, you know that we haven't any bread for
ourselves. A blow on Motherts face by the brubtetls
open hand warned her not to plead with him,

The four sterted a search of the house for food.
Soon they became enraged because they could not find

any. "Dirty Jews," they cursed, "you had hidden all
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your food before we ceme. We'll get even with you be-
fore we leave,"

Although they did not find food, they nevertheless
decided to stay with us. Two went out to get foocd from
snother"damn Jew," while the remeining two, unwashed,
lay down, each in a bed, to rest from the recent hard-
ship. |

When night came, the intruders refused to give up
the only two beds in the house. We begged them for a
pillow. For en answer, bhe boy from the neighboring
town jumped out of bed and with his belt began striking
us over the faces and bodies. On that night end on
the nights of the following month, the hard ground
served as our beds.

Thogse four soldiers were the most filthy people
I ever encountered. They were, &8s it seemed, afraid
of water. I never saw them wash btheir hands, faces,
or heads. Their bodies, I have no doubt, had not felt
eny water since the preceding sumer when they might
have gone swimming in the river. The shirts they had
on were b;aok with dirt. During the whole month that
they stayéd in our town, they did not even once wash
these shirts. Thg could not, however, endure ﬁhe
congtant torture of the many licé that fed and fat-

tened upon their dirty bodies. Every other dey the
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four soldiers took their things off and got busy kile
ling the insects by pressing the nails of the two
thumbs together. It sickened us o watch them do this,.
But because of their supremacy we could noi é;iape
from the house. They locked the doors and then dis-
tributed themselves in the three rooms. Thus, no
matter to what room we fled, we found & soldier kil-
ling lice.

We were glad to see these brutes leave in April.
They rested a whole month and ate almé£ all of the
town's supply of food. When they fell strong and rested,
they agein set out on the warpath. | ‘

Before a month had passeéy after Petlura and hilsg
band hed left v, rumors begen to circulate that the
Bolsheviki gave . Petlural's army a good beating Iin
Zameohif, e town aboub thirty miles distant from our
place. It was also reported that before hgactually
left the town, he ordered his soldiers to kill all the
Jews and rob them of their weslth. This order, it was
said, wes carried out, |

These ruﬁors disconcerted us very much, for thers
is always some truth in rumors. Furthermore, we
experienced Petlurats followers! behavior while they
were quartered in our homes. Their cruelty was un-
bearable, although they wore then Joyous from the re-
cent victory. .Wé could aimOSt bélieve all that was
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gaid sbout theilr pogroms, especially when they were
depressed from the very recent reverses, in theirp war-
fare with the Bolshevikl.

Early in May the rumors of Petlura's pogroms were
verified when Uncle Dave received a letter by messenger
from his brother, who barely escaped alive from Ki-
terid, hig home town. It then dawned upon uws that these
beasts with the appearance of human beings were capable
of anything, even of torturing innocent Jews vo desath.
Tn this bloody work they were aided by ignorant pess-
ents from nearby villages. His letter continueq:

Towsrds night, & band of =soldiers entered the town.
Many peasants carrying empty sacks followed them. &8s
the soldlers reached the market place, they opened
fire with several machiﬁe guns. The Jewish populace
imredistely rushed to thelr homes in which they locked
themselves., Uncle's brother at that time was in &
Christien home. He begged the head of the house to al=-
low him to remain there until the pogrom would be over.
The men, who was intelligent and, therefore, did notb
bear the ignorant Christiens! hatred toward the Jews,
permitted him to stay. He even went out to dissuade,
if possible, the peasants from participating in the

attacks
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One of the boys of the house stationed himself on
the doorpost to prevent the pillagers from entering
by telling them that Christians inhabited the house,
Unclets brother placed himself abt a window, whose
shade was drawn down, and through a chink watched the
hideous spectacles, »

Soldiers with bayonets on their rifles broke into

Jewish houses. After remaining there for several minutes,

they appeared again taking with them the women. The
bayonets were red with blood. In one house, a young
man, who avparently had showed some opposition was »
thrown out from a second~story window. The peasants
outgide did not even let him rise. They beat him to
death with heavy clubs. When the soldiers left the
openn hcuses, the peasanbs entered them and filled
their sacks with the possessions.

Half én hour after the murdering and plundering
began, Uncle!s brother!s host returned home. He re-
leted that he and a few other friendly Christians.
begged the peasants end soldliers to leave the town.
Their pleadings were not heard. Instead, thej were
threatened with their lives if they would be found
interfering or quartering gggiggigo When the few
friendly Christisns realized that they could do noth-
ing, they departed ﬁo their homes to avold witnessing

the bloody work.




The soldiers committed the most brutal crimes.
When they entered a house which men and elderly women
inhabited, they gored the men and led the women to the
big synagogue where they iocked them in with other
unfortunates. When, however, they entered & house in
which there were young girls, they tied the hands and
feet of the whole family. Then they gagged the girls.
Each brute then took his turn in attacking the young
innocent girls in front of the entire helpless family.
After performing this fiendish act, they killed all
the family except the girls, whom they left gagged and
unconscious.

When night at last came, Uncletls brother hoped
2 &

that the dariness would

e

ut an end to the butchery.
This hope was short-lived, for as soon as it got dark,
the sky lighted up with fire. His host, after a brief
ebsence, returned with the sorrowful news that the
synagogue with the many women in it was being burned.
In the morning, when the human beasts had left
town, Uncle Dave's brother went home. The windows of
the house were brolen; the doors were off the hinges.,
Inside, covered with feathers, lay his murdered father.
Frantically, he ran to his relatives to find his
motherts whereabouts. Their homes presented the

csame picture. He then rushed to the big synagogue.

A heap of ruins remasined there. Nothing more.



Petlura repeated these crimes in almost every town
he entered, In thg meanwhile, the Bolsheviki came ever
closer to the fleeing baend. By the time Peblura resched
our town, he was too much afrald of sn attack by the
pressing Bolsheviki to stert a general slasughter of
the Jews. His followers, as they went by had to be con-
- tent with a few scattered shots inte the houses of the
Jews., Two men were injured--not seriously, by these
gatray bullets.

Hardly had Petlura left the town when Trotzky!s
srmy, after a month's absence, once more made its ap-

pearance.,
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CHAPTER XI.
STARVING

The early part of summer of 1919 was the hardest
for our famlly. Nearly every day in June and July we
faced starvation, There was not a day in the two months
that we were certain 6f out food. Each day we were pre-
sented with problems of obtalning something to eat in
order to keep from starving. In those days we never wor-
ried for the\MORROW. How to exist TODAY was the pro-
blem.

There - was no place to0 earn anything in those
trylng days, Only the oldest brother was learning the
talloring trade . For payment, he received his dally
food. He was content with this. If he had refused these
terms, he would have had to stay at home and starve.with .
UER

We had the gresatest diffiéulby to obtain some
little food to prevent our strength from ebbing away.
Each morning, Mother and Sister went from house to
house asking for any kind of house-work to earn the day's
food. Nearly each'morning they were unsuccessful in
their quest.

When noon céme and huﬁger began to gnaw at them,

they started to make rounds among the farmers close to




the town. after visiting about a dopen farwhouses
they would return with about four or five potatoes--
enough to still our.honger for the day.

Once we tried to eat the potatoes raw, since
we had no wood wlth which to roast them; but we céuld
not eat them raw. Then, Sam suggested that he and I
go out in the streets.and gather dead limbs that hadA
fallen from trees, small chips, and splinters with

which to roast the potatbes‘ Dally we two went sall
over the town collecting chips of wocd 1in a sack,
hoping that Kobther and Slster would bring some food.
Occaslonlly they brought a 1little corn meal.
Then, kother would cock a mush from it: Although
the mush lacked salt--a priceless thing in those
days=~to give it the right taste, we nevertheless
enjoyed the small repast as if 1t were a feast.

Kot on every dgy cculd food be obtained. Fany
days, hiother and Sister came home gmpty-handed; on
such days we lived on water alone. The water-days
were aboubt as frequent as the food-days.

Our oldest brother could no longer see us suf- -
fer. He told us that he could not enjoy his meslg, for
he was reminded of our empty stomachs'just as he started

to eat. He, therefore, suggested that he go to the near-
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by villages. There he would do talloring for the pea-
sants. In return for hils work he would ask for flour,
‘The flour would at least give ug bread to sustain our-
selves. |

MOther objected to this plan. She_feared lest
misfortune should befall him. The roads were infested
with highwaymen., These bandits robbed and killed people
going from one town %0 another. Three murdered men from
our town were fgund on the highway., Their hands and
feet had been bound, and'their throats had been slashed

open. Yother, therefore, was loath to allow a lad of

~elghteen to endanger himself fa our sakes. It was known

that the bandits slashed all thelr victims' throats,
whether the unfortunate travelers had money on theilr
persons or not.

Brother, however, insisted that the village %o
which he intended t0 go could be reached by a by-way
which the bandits did not frequent. At last Hother al-
lowed him to go in the company of an older man, who also
went to the village to earn food for his family by tallor-
ing. Each, however, was t0 pursue his own way as soon as
they reached the village. |

The two were gone for twq'weeks. For fourteen

days we were worried about Harry's safety, for we could
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get no word from him, He had no way of letting us know, for
the postal system was broken down, ahd mail could neither

be sent nor received. Only when he returned would we know
that he was safe and alive. Before leaving, he sald he
would not be back within two weeks.

On the fourteenth day, Sam and I walked out on the

road by which Harry was t0 return. There we hoped to re-
lieve him of his burden~=-the flour that he would receive
for his work., After a mile's walk, we feared to advance
farther. On the slde of the road, we sat doﬁn to walt
for Brother to make his appesrance. About three o'clock
in the afterncon the two came into view. Xach czrried =
small, f£illed bag. From the bag's size, we could tell
that Brother did not need our aid. ts probable Weight
was aboubt ten pounds,. |

How good it was to look at the flour, to feel it,
and to let 1% run through our fingers to make supé that
It was flour. For more than two months we had not seen
any wheat-flour. e had almost forgotten how it looked.
Now we were overjoyed with this small sack of flour. Tt
meant bread. It meant food. We asked not for other de-
licaclies so long as we had bread to quieb our hunger,

Our thoughts tricked us, though. The flour sug-
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gested bread., Bub how the bread would be b&ked slipped
our minds altogether. Only when kother said that thepre -
was no wood with which to bake the bread did we realize
that we were no cloger to bread than we had been a day
or a week before., We had no money to buy wood, and to

go out in the streets to plck up small chips and splin-
ters would not have been sensible. To roast a few po-
tatoes we couid find chips enough. Bubt to heat an oven
for the bvaking of bread reguired solid wood,‘not mere
chips and splinters.

"LetTs break Lhe chicken~c§op and bake the bread
with i1ts wood." suggested Harry. This sounded sensible.
e were certain that in the near future we would own no
chickens. And when the time should come when we would
own chickens{ we would probably then be able to make
another coop. We were concerned with the present,

The wood from the coop would help quiet our hunger, and
s0 we lost no time in breaking the coop to bake the
saltless bread.

Never did bread taste any better. We could not
have eaten the best cake with such a velish. ' Although
without salt; we nevertheless, enjoyed this bread better
than we had the best focd formerly. I could then sym- -
pathize with the Children of Israel, who had had no other

food in the desert but manna, The manna to them tasted
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1ike meat or any other food of which they happened to
think while they had been partaking of the desert food.
We, too, enjoyed our black bread. The bread was stilll
hot whén Yother gave each of us a plece. I took in my
mouth tiny bits of bread. I feared that I would not
quiet my honger 1f I took in large lumps. Just holding
the bread in my hand, looking at it, and thinking that
this dark mess would‘keep me from starving f o at leadt
the coming day or two helped To make me feel less hunéry,
When I, atlast, finished my portion of bread, I was at
peace}with the world and bore no 11l wlll towards anyA
person.

Harry socn saw that the few loaves of bread would
not last the four of us for the two weeks thaf ne woulid be
away. He, therefore, suggested that Sam ard I accompany
him to the village. There he would set us to %ork ripping
coats, pants, and other artlclea of ¢ lothing. These

ripped clothes were then made into what looked to be like

new garments. In reallty, they were turned inside out,
Since the inside pattern of the material was always dif-
ferent from the outslde pattern,.they presented the ap-
pearsnce of new garménts. The peasants had to bhe content
with these sults, since there were no new materials.to be
had for any price. Occasionally Harry made a new blouse |
for one of the wealthler peasants who had home -made

linen.
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Since Sam and I performed some work, the peasants
did not object to our staying end eating at their houses.
The first day we came t0 the Village, we nearly died from
over~eating, For the firat time in a year, we séw before
us a table full of food. Fotatoes, cucuumbers, green onlons
green garlic, sweet corns, milk, cream, butter, and bread
all beckoned to us to partake of them, We could not re-
fuse their hospitalitr, and we ate of everything. But
before the day was over, we were rolling on our babks
with the worst stomachache. We were more cautlous, however,
in the days that followed.

For a month, we stayed in the country wiith Brothef‘
2% che end of every two weeks we went home., %We would then
take along the little flour that Harry had earned so that
Lother and Sister would have enough t0 eat. The chickennl
coon provided wood for the whole month. ¥When we came home
at the end of August,Mother informed us that there was no
more wood with which to bake the bread, That meant that
¥other and Slster would not have any food. Upon hearing
this news, Harpy made no comment., 1 was sure that befére
mother would finisﬁ'telling us about having no wood, H;rry
wuld already have a suggestion wherby to obtain some. To
my surprise, however, he said nothing. '

As the sun began to set that day, Harry called Sam
and me aside. He explained that It ocecured to him that
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we might be able to get some wood from the £ rest that
wag two miles distant ffom the town. He said he had no-
ticed that the peasants brought home wood from the forest
neafly every night, He, therefore, was sure that we could
get some too. He was certain that no one was guarding the
forest at that time., The only difference betwesen the
peasants and us was that thay had a wagon and horses to
draw the wood home; we would take as much as we could
carry and if we succeeded we could repeat our visits to
the forest on subsequent weeks. This appeaied to us.
Furthermore, we wanted to be sure that Kobther ang Slster
had enough to eav while we were awéy. And ® we agrsed
to his suggestione

When it got dark, I sneaked in to Grandfather's
and got his blunt ax. I daréd not ask him for it, for
I was sure if I told him for what we would use the ax, he
would stop ﬁs from going. Harry put the ax in a sack, so
that nobody would see us carry it while we left the town.
Barefoot, we started wallking to the forest. We went through
alleys s0 that no one would see us leave,

In less than half an hour we reached the outskirts
of the woods., e looked around us; we saw no one neayr.
We looked above s ; we saw black clonuds covering the
s himmery lighf of thestags. This did not disecouraze us.,

¥e were sure that we would get the wood to bring home as a




surprise to kother.,

The ax was taken 5ut‘from 1ts hlding place, and when
we got accusbtomed to the dark forest we looked around for
young trees which our dull ax would be able to chop down.
Harry started chopping at s young tree, but it vielded
not to our ax. At each stroke the sapling bent down and re-
bounded again. ’It seemed as 1L we would have to return
without wood. But Brother womld not yield.  With great ef-
forts, the three of us bent down to the ground the un-
ylelding tree. While Sam and I held it down, Harry with
much effort succeeded in separating it from its root.

We were thus engaged on the second sapling when
flashes of lightning, followed by reports’of thunder,
were seen. lmmediately the skies opened and voured out
a heavy railn. For helf a hour-we crouched under e huge
oak. But the tree did not protect us from the heavy
downpour. Our clothes dripped from the rain as much as
did the overtaxed branches of the trees. A¢ lagt the
rain stoppéd, and we.proceeded with our enterprise,

After much hard work, we suvcceeded in chopping down
four trees, The nizht had meanwhile advanced; we, there-
fore, abandoned the original plan of cutting the trees
into smell blocks, whidh tied together with & Trope
conld have been carried on our bucks. Instead, we de-

cided to pull the saplings home. Harry took two. To the
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one that Sam was to pull he fastened Grandpals sx so
that it would not be in the way, whlle I placed the
- fourth tree on my shoulder, and we-started the long
pull in the mud, formed by the recent downpour.

Under our heavy burdens, which were growing
heavier as the mud constantly kept gathering on
the endg of our loads, we had crawled about half
g mile, when out of the darkness appeared two fig-
ures.

Nstop! commended one of them.

As fha two came c¢loser, we made out that it
was a young man and a girl. They were apparently
young lovers enjoying themselves in the complete
darkness where no one could interfere with them.
Tyven ag they epproached us, they were walking ar
in arm. Our pitifuvl figures ben®t under our heavy
loads did not disconcert them. Théy were certain
that we would not be able to leerm their ldentity
in the pitech darkness after a rain.

The young man, who, no doubt wanted to show
off before his sweebheart, pulled oub a revolver
and ordered us to drop the wood. "I suppose the
right thing for me to do would be to tie you three
dogs to trees and drill you to death," he bteunted

us, as we shivered from wet and fear. "But," he
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he added with a kind gesture, "I'1ll let you off easy
this time. Run slong home and don't rebturn again.®

As we took to our heels, he gent a few bullets
after ns and roared with lauvghter. The mud was too
slippery, and each of us fell seversl times and got
muddy from head to foot before we reached the open
highway that was paved with cobblestones. Even on
the highway we dared not slow dovn. AL the same
rapid pace, we ran into town.

At home Mother had been worried about our safeby.
She could not account for our being oubt so late,
When we three, muddy, and out-of-breath, ran inbto
the nouse, she almost fainted abt our shocking ap-
pearance. After regaining our breath, bubt with much
sobbing, we related what had happened to us, And
we added that she bebter nob tell Grandpa that we
had lost hils ex, or else we would be iﬁ for g beat-
ing for taking it without his consente

The following week, the three of us sgain leit
for the countrﬁ. This was the first week siﬁce Broth-
- er began working in the village that no bread had
remained at home for Mother and Sister, Every time
I saﬁ‘down to eat in the village, I ﬁearly cﬁoked
thinking ofrthe two beloved at home hungering. Nob

for went of flour bubt for lack of wood. Neither
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did my brothers enjoy thelr meals, They, btoo, left
their food almost untoudhédu o

When the week!s Wofk wag finished, Brother Harry
asked the peasants to give him less flouy. He ime
plored them, however, to give him in addition to the
flour scme mone§e After the kindly peasents had heard
of our difficulties in obtaining woéd, they gave us
some moneye

That weekw-end we started for home with a quick-
er pace. We were anxious to get home. This time we
brought mgney‘with which tc buy wood, as well as flour
for bread. For oﬁca, at least, we were certaln thab
we would nob have bo leave kother and Sister benind
to hunger when we returned to the village agein the
subséquenb weeke

During the whole of that surmer, Wwe three made

pi-weekly excursions to the countfies around gbout our

town. Every once In a while Brother Harryts first
compaﬁion and guardian to the village would walk home
with us. Veryvrarelyg however, did he accompany us
to the country.

One week=-end late in September, this men walked
home with ué. The man whose age was about Lthirty
was, nevertheless, falrly small; his height wag' not

mich more than four feet six inches. Indeed, his.

»
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hosd seemed so large for his shoulders that we always
wondered how his thin narrow shoulders-~he had no neck
worth speaking of;woould endure the weight of such a
head. To burden his poor shouvlders the more, hé had
on & big heavy cap in that warm September daye

The day wasg dnusually hot for that time of the
year. We. all walked barefoot. Brother Sam and I did
not have any foot-gear ab all. Brother Harry had a
pair of bootas, bub he d4id not wesr them while walking
to and from the villsge., When we left the téwn, he
ook off his boots and then put them on agsein when we
entered the town. Tled together, the boots thrown
over Sam!sg ghoulder Were being carried home. In
11ke menner, I carried the man's boots, while he
and Harry each carried the vigible earnings--the
floure.

Thug the four of us trudged alonge. Leisurely,
we approached the main highway upon which we still
had o hslf-milets walk before entering the town.
As we got closér to the cobbled highway, evel be-
fore we could actually ses it, we hesrd dull runblings
coming from that direction, We scon could distinguish
this noise. The reveated héavy ramblings suggested

to us the moving of hreavy artillery. We had heard

that sound enough bimes %o recognize 1t now easily.




We were at & loss to account for the moving of
the artillery. We did not know whether it meant re-
treat or advance. The villege in which we worked

always was two to three weeks behind in the news.

Since it was nobt on Lhe highway, news btrickled through -

to it very slowly@ Aq a result, we never knew what
was golng on in the townsg.

Therejova, we quickened our %tebs a8 we heard
these dead rumbllngg, During the helf hour which
it took us to reach the highway, the runrblings ¢On=
tinned., When we, at lash, cavght sight of the road,
we realized that we had guessed right. Heavy cannons
each drawn by three teams of horsés, were being hur-
wied over the cobblestones at great gpeed, The mamner
in which they sveeded seemed to indicate that the en-
ey wag on thelir neels, for, as we gob closer, wWe
could see that the Bolshevikl werse flesing to desar
0ld Moscow again,

This sight disburbed our thoughts a great deal.
We had enjoyed geveral months of peace. Although we
suffered much from hunger, ab leagt we had had no
fear of being bubchered as we had had when Petlura
and his band rosmed in our towns. It was true that
ths~Bolsﬁeviki had not alleviated our sufferings

from hunger; yebt, they fad not burdened us with mental
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agonies of being’killad'&nd robbed, or of dishonoring
our girls. The officers hﬁdlbgen very scrupulous
ebout the soldiers! beﬁavioru -If:at any tilme one

or two soldiers would start going around robbing the
Jewish populace in towm,; thesm guilty soldiers would
soon be punished by heévy floggings in the marketn
place and then pubt under arrest. As a regult of this
discipline, we had been sbused véry rarely. Now thatb
they were fleeing our ﬁinds were tbrturedo Would the
beast Peblure make his sppearance again? Or would
some obher enemy come to torbture us? With these sﬁd
thoughts we reached the highway. '

Upon seeing usg, s soldier jumped off from a
cannon and hesded towards us. As he neared us, we
could see that bis boots wers so badly torn that
hls toes showed through., His clothes were also in
tatters; his head was hatless. He approached Brothe-
er Sam and told him to take off the boots from hisg
shoulder. In a few minutes, he had his torn boots.
off and in their place were Harry's. They seemed
to fit perfectly.

"pake these, my boots, comrade," he addressed
Brother Sem, "Itm only exchenging them for yours;
th%s 1s fair.®
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Thilg did not seem to sabiafy him yet. He
Tlooked ug over. Our clothes were not in a betber
sbate then his, Besidesy‘oﬁly Brother Harry's gar-
ments would have fitbted him; the reat of ug were
considerably shorter than the soldier. Our com-
panion?s cap fascinated hﬁm, however.

THand over youw capgﬁ he orderad.

"please, comrade, bake my boots but leave me
my cap," pleaded The viclim.

"ehut your trap," shouted the soldier. 'Ee then .
removed the cap from our companion?s head and tried
it on.

AL this acbiom, our companionis face paled. I
never saw a face so full of agony. Ib became ugly
with dlstortion. I feared lest he faint or dle. T
doubted thab the soldier injured him by the mere re-
moving of the cap. Yot 1t seemed to me that no face
could be so distorted by anything other than greatb
physical suffering. Still, I could see no wound on
his person that would cause him this agony.

The cap was ﬁoq large for the soldier's head.
Contemptuously he threw it back, "Keep your damm
hat," and he left us. |

As our companion regained his cap, his distorted

face assumed 1ts natursl appearance. The cap he did

~107 -

Froasd iihan s




not pub ‘on. Instead, he jammed 1t into his bosom.but
of sighte

"7 will not risk again my few roubles that I earned
this week," he explained. "You see, I gewed that money
into the lining of the cap. ;This seemed to be the safest
place. Then that darmed soléier comes along and wanbs
my cape. ALt the thought ofblosihg my‘week%s sarnings,

T nearly fainted. No, I better take no morse chenceg. ™

=108




CHAPTER XIT

THE POLES

v g

Two days after the Eolshe&iki had vacated our
town, Polish scoubs came to meke sure that no one
was in ambush wailiting for themoi Only after the
scouts had sabisfied themselves that the town con-
tained no more of the Red srmy, did the Polish army
proper make its appearsnce. Thé few companies of
soldiers that entered the town flrst presented rather
a poor show. Although they were clothed well and
looked Lo be well-fed, thelr fighting apparatug--
coannon and munitiong--looked to be inferior to that
of the Red army. I was at a losg ©o ezplain the
Bolshevikits retreat. It seemed Impossible that
such a weak enemy as the Poles could mensce and
frighten such a bilg and viell-equipped bully as the
Bolshevikl,

The first day that the Poles made thelr ap-
vearance they developed a decided antipathy to the
Jewish populatlon of the town. Nor did they‘become
less hostile during their séveral months?! stay.

The first thing they did when they arrived was
to procure quarters for the soldiers. This they did

without eny scruples about the discomforts they
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caused hundréds of families. In three room dwellings
that already contained a family of five or more,

five or six goldiers wepe roomed. These rude §0Le
diers had no respect for men, womaﬁ, or children.
They were albogether indifferent to the sufferings
they ceused. -They demanded the be@s in the houses
and got them. Small children and ﬁomen, to say noth-
ing of men, had to sleep oﬁ the cold, damp, havrdened
earthen-floors in their own homes. The heartless sol-
diers did not even spars a plllow for.the inmocent |
children.. Nbs the bare hard ground served as plllows
for nearly all the Jewish population during the win-
terts stay of the Poles in our town.

This gave us an example of their crueltlies on
their errival. The next and succeeding deys, they
showed us other specimens of their rude behavior. |

01ld orthodox~Jews sllow their whiskers to grow.
mo them it is saerileglous to shave or trim thelr
beards. The Poles were well aware of this. Instead
of being toler%nt and allowing the Jews to follow
their own customs, they made fun of bthem. Greab
was the joke to them when they clipped the whiskers
of an old and helpless man., Their laughber was
boisterous at this joke. For how could they resist
laughing when their comrades got hold of a poor

: -
nelpless Jew, and holding him by his hands and feeb
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prostobe on the ground, would cub off o semblence
that was holy to him., The Poles never gob tired
of this joke. They saw to it that all the old
Jews! whiskers were clipped. They would nob tol-
erate a beard.

These old men who were thus basal& and shame-
fully treated were also targebs for physical suffer-
ings at the hands of those brutes. The Poles, who
had only two years before obtained thelr own free-
dom, liked to enslave others. They especlally en-
joyed msking old men worke AThose old men whose Ire-
ligion was being laughed at and made fun of by ig-
norant Poles, were dally recruited to chop wood, car-
ry water, and dig trenches. The helpless old Jews
were btreated worse than serfs. Because of thelr
ages, they could not work as fast as their taskmast-
ers demanded; and they were flogged with bilg lashes
to keep them from‘slackening.their work. Grandpa
daily came home bleeding. His face, hands, and his
whole body were cub up from the continuous lashings
by the brutes, who ﬁere the overseers. I1f an old
man tried to rest for a few seconds, he got more
then the usual share of floggings from the pbrutel
goldiers.

The women and young gilrls also suffered much

at their hands. The Poles wanted their offices to
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be clean. To do this work, they daily gathered
scores of women. and girls to wash the floors end
windows of the public bulldings. In the bitber
cold, the women who were none too well protected
from 1t, had to wash the windows and floors. For
this work, they received no pay. Often théy, too,
received o Tew lashes over btheir bodies as an in-
centive to work faster.

This same winter the influenzg;apidemic broke
out in our town. As & result of the bad treatment
that we received at the hands of the Poles~-gleeping
on the cold ground, working hard in the extreeme
coid, and general misbrestment-~we could not very
well withstand the disease and many of the Jewlsh
populace conbracted the siclmesse.

Eerly in December, the epidemic began to rage.
Every family had an invalid.  In some familieg all
the members were bedridden. The death rate started
to mount. In a town, where one or two deaths ocu‘
curred in a moﬁth, oW three or four deaths took
place in a week. Every one was frightened by this
calamlity. Soon reports spread thgt if the outber
walls of a house, in which there was sickness, were
surrounded with a charcoal mark no deaths would oc-

cur in that house.
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Within a few days after thisg report was made
current, every house in town was 80 decorated, Yeb,
there wag no relief. |

The number of deaths mounted daiiya We began
to getb accﬁsbom&d to three or more funerals a daye
IE qeamed imposggible Lo dig enough graves for all
the deceasedu Since so many werse sick, those that
wers still on their feet had to work very hard to
toke care of the sick--and the dead.

Owr bown had only one‘doctora Only through a
miracle did ha endure that hard and Srying winbter.
Day and night he ceagselessly kept going from house
to house., He had a cheering word for everyons. He
treated the rich and poor alike. Even though the
poor famlly could nob paybhimq he came around dally
and atbtended its siek as diligently as he did hils
wealthy patients. He neglected his femlly that was
glgo suffering from the epldemic. In fact, hegave
his femily so 1little medical attention that hig
wother and two brothers died that fétal winter.

In January 1920 Mother and we four children
took sick with the flu. Grandpa, seventy years'old
nursed us beck to health. He attended us day and
night; saw that the doctor came dally; took our
temperatures; kept the ice bags ln place; and nour-

igshed us with whabever food he could obtain.
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Grandpats excellent nursing'brough:us the ecrisls and
vie reccvered.

Not everyone was lucky enough G0 recover. The
desth toll mounted dally. .Everybody wag at a loss
to sccount for this sudden epidemic. Then the Rabbis
said that the town was under a curse. The death |
toll, they said, would continue unless a We&ding
ceremony were performed in the cemetéry. This would
appeaso the deity thet pub the curse on the bown
and the epidamié would cease,

Ty those troublesome days no one thought of get-
ting married. Bven 1f there would have been couples
ready 0 marry, they would not have consented to have
their ceremony in the cemetery. A ﬁedding in the
ceﬁetery was such a fantastic idea that . it seemsd
impossible vo obtain a couple willing to be wedded
there. A wedding, which is always a joyous and hap-
py affair, could not be conceived to take place in
an envirornment of sorrow and grief.

A week had passed since the Rabbils had suggested
thig wnusual marriage, snd no couples had volunteered
£o help rid the city of the opidemic curse., Such
g novel ceremony over the graves of the recent dead
appealsd ©o no one. It seemed that such a good
suggestion, to deliver =0 eaéily the town from 1its

gickness, would have to go to wastee.
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The Rabbig in our town, however, belleved in their
pet theories. This seemed too good a theory nob to
be proved, Thereforse, o encourage a couple £to mare

ry in the cemetery, 2 corbain sum of monsy was prom-

iged to that couple. A day after this remuneration

for the wedding ceremony was announced, a couple ane~
nounced their readiness to go trirough with the strange
marriagse

Both the boy &and girl were extremely DOOT. The
offer mesnt Lo them a great deal. 1t meant That they
would be able to sbart 1ife togebther without feer of
facing stapvation, for at least the first Bwo years.
Tt also meant that 1f the young man would capitalirze
the money in sone enterpirse,»tLey night have an as-
gured income for lifs. Whilchever way the couple
looked at 1t, it was an opporiunity worth grasping
for, Whed if shivers would run through the spine
while the ceremony took place? That would last only
fopr an hour abt the most. Then, they would enjoy
1ife like any érdinary married couple,

The towm took on a festive air for this gala
occcasions All the healthy populace dressed in their
best and flocked to the synagogue from.whére the
processibn would start. Within the synagoéue youﬁg

people danced to the tunes of music and were making

merry just as 1£ this were an ordinary weddinge.
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To have this ceremony have the right effect the
Rabbls declared thab it had to take place at night.
So the people enjoyed themselves dancing the whole
day. At laest the night éame and ﬁh@ procession o
the cembtery was ready bto start.

' At the head of the processlon walked several
men bearing torches in their hands to Light the way.
The masiciang who played the regular wedding march
were in back of bhe borchbearers. Then followed
the Rabbis. Behind them came the couple accompanied
by their parents. In back of them came a long line
of the btownspecple who would not miss such a wedding
ceremony even when thelr fathers, mothers, sisters,
brothers, or children were on thelr desth-beds and
neoded btheir aid and comfort. That wedding was afe
tended bj a record crowd--all those thabt were on
their feeb, afbter having weathered The terrible sickw
ness or stili not overcome by it.

The procession marched around the town before
1t headed for the cemstery. Ab last it reached the
gates. There the mmsic ceased playing and the gay
spirit immedistely left the crowd. Instead a somber
gilence sebttled over ib.

OYﬁ?SBVGTal‘fTBSh graves the usual wedding-

cahOpy was held by four young men. The oldest Rabbil
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of the town who was to officiate was the first one to
take his place under thé canopys. Then the bride and
groom, after much hesitation and with tears in their
eyes, were pulled uﬁﬂer it by their parents. No one
else gtepped under the cancpy-in a regular marriage
cevemony; bthe closest relabives of the groom and bride
also gstepped under the canopy and remained there un-
$il the end of the ceremony.

Tn the exbveme cold the curious, sorrowful, si-
lent-weeping crowd wabched the arrangement under
the canopy. This crowd now had occasion to recall
their dear ones-~relatives or close friends-~=-who
had recently been lowered into the cold graves., The
thought of these untimely deaths made every one pres=
ent break down and weep like children. Men and
women. alike were weeping. The men sllently wiped
the tears away from thelr eyes; the women could not
control their emotions end started crying loudly.
The children soon followed the exémple of the older
people and thé_previous gay and dancing crowd bturned
into sorrowful mourners.

Then bhe rescnant voice of the Rabbi began £o |
be heard. At first the prayers wereo deliversd up
in low btones. But as he wermed up to the chanting,

his voice assumed a somewhat higher pitch. With
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his head raised, he stood motlonless, except for his
moving mouth, in the bitter cold end offered up to
the Aimighxy_one prayer after another.

The crowd soon forgot its griefs., Spellbound,
we also stood motionless as we wabched thls awe-~
inspiring personage communing, as it were, with God.
We did not mind the extreme cold. In fact we did
not fesl 1t, for our minds were taken up with splr-
itual instead of earthly things. Even as we wabched
the Rabbi pray for the whole town, each one of us

- geparately, silently, prayed thab the beloved ones
gick at home be spared.

{~< Then the Rabbit!s praying ceased. Seven times
the parents and the bride walked around the groom,
standing in the middle. The Rabbl then offered up
another prayer while holding a glass of wine in his
hand. The groom and bride each sipped some of the
wine. The glass wag broken by the groom who gtamped

. on it with his right foobt. The wedding ring was

placed on the bridets finger. The Tfinal benediction

was given, and the two were man and wife.
The enbtire ceremony which usually took from

ten to fifteen minutes lasted two hours. None of

us complained of the extreme January cold while we

wabched. We had full faith in it and were confldent

thet the epidemlc would stop.
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The day following the ceremony had as many
desthe uws the previous day. And in the déys thab
followed great numbers of people died. Among the
latter deaths was Granapa. Dogpite the care we
ook of him and the excellent nursing of Mother,
the flogging snd hard work that the Poles had lme
pesed on him, as on many other old and young peopls,
had weakened him too mueh to be able to withgtand
the new enemy--the epldemlc.

Barly in April the flue had worked ltself oub.
Tt could not cause any more harm in the town. Every
house wes visited by it during the winter, The re-
gult was that the town had become immune 4o 1te Dur-
ing that month the bown started to get on its feet

ag aine
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CHAPTER XIII

REC OVERY,

Not once during the winter did my two brothers
and I go to the. village to earn our daily food.s In
Russia heavy snows start coming down early in the
fall. That winter the snow on the ground almost
never melted entirely. When a deop snow had about
melted away, another storm succeeded it. 01d people
sald that the frosts also were more severe than ever
before. It may be that the frost was felt more be-
cauge there was not enough wood to warm the houses,
nor did we have enough clothes to keep warm while
ocutside in the bitter cold.

Because of a lack of warm clothing, we dared not
go to the country., We never could have traversed
the aix miles iIn the extreme cold. We were certain
that if we started out in our scanty clothing we
woﬁld.freeze to death as did many people who, un-
protected again;t the cold, dared to start on the
road that winter.

Another reason, although of less importance,
for not going to the country that winter was that
the Poles issued an edict that all the Jews living

in villages should move to the towns. The Poles
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ﬁanted more Jews to torture with teunts and heavy
work. As a result of this byrannous edict hundreds
of Jewlsh had to break up their homes and move to
the towns to starve and suffer with the reat of
their people. The odict also forbade any Jew from
enbering the villages to work there. This was of
less importance, because the peasants were willing
to shield the Jewish workers by keeping thelr pres-
ence in the village a secret.

Thus very early in the winter we, along with others,
gtarted to suffer from lack of food, Our suffering,
however, was not as severe as had been anticipated.
In November the town received relief from Amerlcae.
¢ 1t had not been for bthat timely relief from A=
merica, that winter would have been even more dls-
astrous to the Jews cooped in the small crowded townse.
This relief provided us with food the whole winbter.
We also recelved some clothing and wooden shoes.

The generous Amerilcans gaved millions from starva-
tion--z fatbe tﬁat had kept facing us for years; &
fate thab we were now ab a loss to know how to a-
vert since the bitter cold had set in. The Millions
thus saved will never forged Americats generositye
Tt will even be pemerbered by their c¢hildren and

grandchildrene

12
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As the balmy weather of Spring set in, Brother
Harry was not ‘content to be id.ie and depend on the
daily food parcelled out from the America relief. He
was anxious to go back to the villages to sarn our
foods It certainly wag much sasier bto be at home
and receive the dally food withoub any worries or

tpouble. Bub to us it was a dole. We were grate-

ful for the help and took 1t when we were to choose

between the dole and starvablone. But when it gotb
warmer and there was a chance of earning dally food--
although with some danger of being discovered In
forbidden regions--we were glad to go out and sarn
ite

n this venture Brother ﬁarry refused to take
Brother Sam and me along. Tnstead he went into part-
nership with a boy of his age. Together they loft
on & Sunday night in early April. They were confi-
dent that they would get enough work., The Easter-
holidayas were not far off and the peasants had not
hed any clothes made during the winter. The boys
were cerbaln then to be kept busy and would earn
enough the first week to keep us so that we would

not have to depend on the dole.

During that week in April of 1920, the Poles
sbarted to get restless. Towards the end of the

week a Few detachments of Polish soldlers passed
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through the town in the direction of Poland. This
started to worry us. We were afraid that while
passing through the villages looking for wagons
and horses to help them in their flight they might
discover Brother and his partner.

Friday night csme. The two had promlsed to re~
tupn home that night. The long hours passed by slow-
1y The hour of nine came and went. The two had
not yet made theii gopearance, Mother started to
get worried over Brotherfs absence. She blamed her-
gelf for letting him go, Had she known that the

Poles would med start their flight that week she

- would not have let him go under any clrecumstances.

About ten olclock we saw a face flab against
the outside window pane. The gtraln of the pre-
vious two hours caused us Lo ﬁump up at this appa-
rition. 8o upset wers we that for a minute or two
we were unsble to recognlze the owner of that face.

"Harry home yet?" and showing us e roogster that

he carried, he fled.

When we had recognized Brotherts partner, he
was gone., Mother wanbed to question him where
Herry was; why the two did not come togebther. She,

therefore, followed him to his house to guestion

hime
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Mother returned soon looking.more worried than
before. He only said that Brother had started home
before him., He would not tell her why they had not
come home bogether or whether the two had argued and
separated.

About twelve olclock, midnight, Brother made
his appearance. He was all worn out. 80 tired was
he that he fairly fell inbto a chair to geﬁ resteds

When he had rested sufficiently, he related the
reagon of hiz late homecomings:

The two had started from the village about eight
ofelock at night. A peasant agreed to taxe Them with
nis horses and wagon to the edge of the woods aboub
two miles away from our town. There he dumped them
and several sacks of potatoes--their earnings for
the week, He was afraid to proceed farther for the
peasants had learned of the Poles flight. They also
learned that the Poles took all the horses and wagons

“that they could seize. If, perchance, the Poles

should get a héld of his wagon and horses, 1t might
mean months before he could get them back, if at
all. Therefore, he left them at the edge of the
forest, while he fled home to hide the horses and
wégon;

When the two paritners were thus left, Brother

suggested that one of them proceed to Htown on foob
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and obtain a horse and wagon to bring the potatoes
home. They agreed thatb Brother should go to town while
the other should wateh the potatoes till he arrived.
Brother took on his back a half sack of potatoes to
show the man whose horse and wagon he hoped to hire.
E ’- He kmew that if he came to the man -empty-handed,
the other would not believe him. When he would be~
hold the potatoes he might be convinced and risk his
horse and wagon.

With such a load, Brother made slow progress.
At last he reached the men's home, got him out of
bed, and sbarted to induce him to go with him to tThe
P woodé to bring the potatoes home. He nad had a hard
time to get the man o g0. At last when Brother of-
repred to leave the half gack of potatoes with him as
g sign of good faith, the men agreed to get his
h@rse and wagon from the hiding place And haul the
_ potatoes home.
i mhe two reached the place in'ths forest. Bub
there was no p;rtner and no sack of pobatoes. At
fipst Brother thought that he was not in the right
place. But he soon was convinced that it was the’
right place, for, as they walked around looking for
i' : " the partner, they stepped on hard objects that were

;;f,~iJ- scatbered on the ground. When they examined these

e va ma vy o ————— o d-fdmran ks ek oA M e s [PPSR A




hard objects, they saw that they were potatoes. The
potatoes were evidently scattered, But who did the
scattering and where the partner had gone they could
noﬁ learne

They returned home empty-handed, for it was too

dark to gather the potatoes which were scabtered

‘over & fairly large area. When he had come into the

house it was midnight. Afbter a week!s work he had
come home without any food for us, for the potatoes
he brought on his back the mean took from him In pay-
ment for going to and from the woods.

The next day, Brother lesrned that Jjust as he
left the woods, the partner got frightened sitiing
there alone. Several times e wanted to flee, bubt he
did nobt wish to leave the potaboes that someone might
take. AL last he got an idea he would scatbtter the
potatoes so that no one would discover them and
take them., It did not enbter his mind thet by scab-
terlng the po»atoes, he would not have them either.
Yhen he had done this, he took the cock under his
arm and ran home. He would not give brother even
half of the rooster, for he argued he had brought
him, therefore,»he was hise.

Hurriedly,-the Poles left our town. They_geemed
to be hard-pressed, for they had no time to stop and

cause trouble., Hardly had they left town, when the
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Bolshevikl again mede thelr appearance. »There was
no shootiﬁg by either side. It Just seemed as if

a badly frigﬁtenéd hare was being chased by & hard-
pressing fox. The hare was too frightened to bturn
around and give battle. While the fox was too busy
chasing to stop aﬁhile and fight.

" DPowards the end of April the excitement, caused
by the town changing from Polish dominance to Com-
munistic dominance, wore off. Thé people settled
down to the usual sluggish 1ife of the small town.
There wasg nothing to do, no work of any kind was to
be had.

Brother Harry decided to go to the viilage with=
out a partner. He also refused to take Brother and
me along. He said it would be best for us to remain
at home. The villagers were still perturbed over
the recent evacuation of one army and the iavasion:
of another, Both armles drafted the serviceé of
the peasants?! horses. Thls wag hard on the peasgants
who wanted to plough the fields and get them ready
to élant. As 8 result of this.hardship, the villa-
gers were not in the best mood, and the refusasl of
the peassubs to give their horses to the Bolshevikil
was likely to start trouble. Therefore, the village

“was too hobt a place for us yeob.




At home we had nothing to do. We went eround
idle as dld many others—nadulta and youths alike.
The weather was extremely fair in Russla for thatb
bime of the year. Indeed, so warm were the days
that the~deep muds theat were wont to ablde in our
town t11l late in May had dried early in April in
the balmy 1920 spring. We no longer needed over=
coabs when we went outside for gseveral hours; the
sun was warm enough. And so all the idle of the
town gathered about Michael, the American, in the
market place and listened to hls wonder stories.

Michael had come from Amerlica for his family
just as the Wer between Russia and CGermeny broke
out. As a result he had remained in Russia. He
and his femily had lived in a vlillage,. 3ub when
the Poles drove out all the Jews from the villages,
he too, was one of the victims. Since our town
was closest to the village in which he lived, hs,
had moved there. Now that there was nothing to do
he took greatb dblight in relating stories of America.

Bvery day man& people gathered about him and
listened oleely»While he told us aboub strange
things of the New World. We believed every word
pﬁwptpereg. OQe_wpuld ha#e been thought a heretiec

had he questioned Michaells stories.
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The first day as we, now wmafraid of being
dragged away to do some dlrby work for the Poles,
gathered in the market place, Michael, the Amer-
ican,>who had. lived two years in New York treated
us to an‘exhibition of his knowledge of the English

language. This exhibition gave us the impression

that the Americans were a laconic people. His

English consisted of one or two words at a time,
He assured us thabt every one in America spoke ex-
acbly as he did:

"Hello," he explained meant 1ln our Longue,
"Good afternoon to you.™

"Never ﬁind,h was eguivalent to "Dont!t bother,
everything is all right."

Phen he started to expound the imé?tant part he
took in Nay York life as he always thus pronounced
the name of Americats largest city. There, he said,
he did not do mere manuasl worke. No, he had.a profes-
sion. With an outhrust chest he proclaimed that he
was & bluffer in America.

When this was off his chest, he waited a little
for us to digest this word. He was about ready to
fling enother strange word in our ears, when some- |
one in the sudience irrevertly asked, "What is a

bluffer, lr. Michael?®
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The American was as astounded as the rest of the

erowd at anybody having the nerve to question him,
Had the crowd known who the audacious culprit was,
it would have lynched him for interrupbing such an
important personsge with silly questions. All that
the American utiered should be taken for granted.

Tn = short timé Mr. Michael became composed
again, and to the surprise of us all he explained
in our language that bluffer ﬁeant a banker.

Awed by this announcement, an old man close
to Mr. Michael asked in a low respectful voice =
"ypr, Michael did you say a banker?"®

"gure,"

This curt answer as%&nished us even more.

#Tg that a profession in America too?" asked
a middle aged man, who prided himself on having
been & clerk in the local bank under the Czar re-
gime.

Mr. Michael respected no one, not even & formexr
clerk of & banﬁ.

“what a s1lly question?" The American now

 became disdainful. "Sure, indicates that it is

eas& to become a banker in America. Why, I 1s-

3ued>money with my name signed on it. Kven the -
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President was willinb to accept my money., Most
peopWe in America do this very same thing."”
merlca must be a very paradise I thought to
myself. Just imagine to be able to lssue money
at will and every body accepting 1t; even the
Presidentt This btime the crowd was conbtent to be
satisfied with Mr. Michaelts words. No one asked
another question which might appear silly.

Now that Mr. Michael had regained his impor-
tence and everyone was eager Gto hear about the
wonders of America, he 1auncled into stories of
New York. The happenings of these gtories he hime
gelf had witnessed and therefore were the gospel
truthe

fiphe first month that I bad been in Nar Tork

T was walking with a friend of nine from work aboub
seven o'clock in the evening. It was a day in June
and the sun had not yet set. The two off us were
talking about our familles that we had left behind
in Russia. AlX of a sudden we heard a cry for help.
Tooking in the directlon from which the call
came we saw two boys fighting each other with thelr
fists. The one that seemed to be getting the worse

of it kept on calling for help. In a short time




8 crowd to wltness ﬁhe fight gathered. No one from
the ecrowd iﬁterfered in the fighting, for there is
a rule in America that when two follows fight nobody
should hel? elther. ‘

"pbout two or three minutes after we joined the
crowd someone shoﬁted, "The policel®™ Everybody, ine
cluding the fighters, took to hls heels and fled in
all directlions; we among bthem.

"We immediately forgot thet incident and went
into a restaurant tc have supper. We ate a hearty
meal; bub, when we wanted to pay for the meal, we
were_astoniéhed to find our wallets gone.

"The Restaurant keeper told us, then, that
the fight was staged to get a crowd., When the
crowd lg of a falr size;, trained pleckpockets mix
with the pedple and 1ift as many valuables as they
can from the by-standers.

YThus the crooks work it in New York," our
American friend concluded. ‘

Every day Mr., Michael wonld dig up & story
for us. The next day he related that three kinds
of trains were running in New York. Most of.his
audience had never seen a train., It was sald thab

aboub sixty miles away from our town & traln was

-132=

PR PRSI R




e

running. Bub the averagé tovnsman never went farther
than tﬁenty-five dr thirty milesvaway from the town.
Thérefore,‘wheﬁ a train was mentioned to us, we had
to imagine 1t the best we could, for we had never
haé an. opporbunlty to see a pilcture of a train.

T once overheard two old men talking about a

‘train. They were walking along on the cobbled high-

way that ran through our town. I happened to walk in
back of them, and as their conversation, interested
me, I followed them. They digscussed the possibilitiles
of a rallroad belng made on our highway.
one man sald that the thirty feet-wide road

would not be sufficiently wide for a train. While
the other sald that the highway would be just wide
enough for & train. This discussion made my imagine
ation enact before me a picture of a huge machine
ag a train. Thisg train had no particular form or
shape, Somehow I dld not associate it with the
automobile or alrplane; both of which T had seen.
No matter what -1ts shape or appearance, it was
nevertheless as huge as a monster. .

When Mr. Michael mentioned the three trains in

New York, I associated those trains with the huge
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formless thing of my imaginafion. But whén the ex-
planation stated that one kind of a train went under-
ground; I was ét a logs to account just how this thing
could constantly plough through the underground-~he
never @xplained that extra tubes were made for these
trains;

Another Xind of train went on the ground he sald.
This was not as puzzling, for at least it had the 301 =
L& groﬁnd as its road and there were no obstacles in
1ts way as there would be for a train that went under
ground. At last he dumbfounded us all Dby announcing
thet snother kind of train went up in the alr. I
could hardly imegine a huge thing telng able to stay
in the air with hundreds of people in 1t as Ir. M=
chael assured us it could. This was indeed a strenge
story. Otherwise we asked for no explanation.

These treins, he concluded, kept going back and
forth every few minutes. The noise ﬁhey caused was
wbearsble., Thevefore, many people go crazy because
of this terrific nolse.

Mr. Michael told us a story each day. He kept
track carefully of what he had related and never
mede the error Of repeating a story. He, further-
nore, presented his tales unhesitatingly. He
telked of them as if they were occuring befoere

him at the time of the telling. Before one sbory,;
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only, he hesitated, looked aroﬁnd and asked the crowd
if there were any female listeners in the audience,
When he ﬁés assufed that just males were;around him,
he regained his composure and began hils tale:

"Tn. Way York a men leaves for work at seven o'clock

porecmimiet

in the mo%ning. While he slaves and sweabts in dingy,
dirbty shobs to earn a miserable living, his wife at
home takesg it easy. She gleeps till about eleven
otclock, When she is at last awakehed by the hungry
enild, she gets up and qulets the young one with a
bottle of milk. After the woman eats her late break-
fast, which also serﬁes as lunch, she goes out on
the stoop to gossip with the neighbors,®
"when the man, at last, completes his hard day's

work and returns home aboub seven otcleck at night,
he is greeted by a dirty home. "Ohl Charles,' breaks
dovni the wife as her husband mekes his entrance,
"paby has.been unusually bad today. All day long,
T kept him in my arms to keep him from crying. As
s result, I could not clean up. Here, hold the baby
while I run d?wn to the delicatessen. What will you
have for dinner, corn beef or bologna?t®

‘Mphe tired man submissively eats the unpalateble,
undigestible, cold meal., When the dinner is fin-
ished, the wife suggests that they take a walk and

cool off a little in the open air.".




"This sounds not so bade The man feels that he
needs some fresh alr after such en unrefreshing meal.
But before he has spent half an hour oubtside, he is
gorry that he left the house, for besides pushing the
baby in the ca#riage, he is additionallj weighted
down by the buﬁden of his wife haming‘on hig arm."

"Thus the men in Fay York," concluded the A-
mericen philosophically, "day 1n and day out slave

either ab the shops or in thelr homes."
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CHAPTER XIV

CULTURE

By lay tke first the Bolsheviki had established
themselves to stayo; Also, they did not let this great
holiday pass without a celebration. A big band played

the Internationalé and the other Communistic strzinse.

The whole town turned out to listen to silver tongued
orators in the markét place. We could not help being
hap.y when we heard the promises to the Proletariat.
Everyone wore & happy expression on his face and proud-
1y displayed the bit of red on his person to show his
patriotism.

When the speeches ended, we children were lined
ups For the first time in mﬁny years, such a dellca-
¢y as cendy was distributed to us. At the sight of it
we were overjoyed and began to think that the promises
were being fulfilled already. But when fcod--a thing
which wes to us emacliated children even.of more impor-
tance then candy--was not distributed to us thatv day,
our enthusiassm begen to cool off. When night came we

were tilred of the day's celebrations on an empty stom-

. ach, and were greatly‘disappointed.
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The town's diseppointment soon was gone.' Under
an sble young man from Odessa literary clubs were formed.
The youths of the town flocked to these clubs. Meny
different books were furnished as free reading material.
Lecturers, to whom everyone could listen without paying
for admission; were brouéht to town.

Before snd after the lectures the audience sang
the Internationale. The strains of this gong greatly

thrilled us small children, loltering outside of the
auditoriume. Upon hearing the song we ilmmediately hushed
our chattér and silently, thoughtfuliy listened to the
beavtiful tune and the inspiring words.

Not elways did the youth go to the literary clubs
just to read. They more often gethered to disgeuss dif-~
ferent topics of interest. We, the younger children,
who were berred from these clubs, because of our imma-
turity stood on the outside and, through the open win-
dows, watched the procéedings within. The enthusiastie
boys and giyls alertly.discussed important matters.

Now their faces were bright, now earnest and thoughtful.

. oot
Only by watching their sensitive, changing features could

- we tell whether the thihg:ﬁnder discussion was important

or whether oﬁe or another had presented his point well.




These young ﬁeople hed hungered fcx istellectual
work for years; and now that they hacd the ocpportunity
to recelve some culture, they pounced uvon it like
hungry wolves and still could not satisfy their cra-
ving.

Once a week this enthuéiastic group gathered td singo.
On these nights, we, the yoﬁnger comrades, did not for-~
get to take up our posts outside of the clubs to listen
to the beautiful strelns. Whel singing the various
hymns,--the most prominent of vhich were the Merseil~

laise and the Internationazle, the boys and glrls be=-

came Inspired. They were enthralled by these hymns
and they put in them their whole hearts as well as
hearty lungs. Outside we listened with great swe to
the songs that promised so much to the long down~trod-
den Proletariat.

As the summer approached, these younz people be-
gan to present plays for the enjoyment of the whole
publice. Under the guidance of the learned young men
from Cdessa, the boys end zirls performed wonders.

The older people sald that the weekly plays were much
better than plays they had seen presented by so-called

professlonals. These weekly thestrical performences

were.fﬁee‘to the public. The Proleteriat, however,
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cot fipsy cnolece ¢of sccots.  Therefore, I always oc-
cupled a front sesat.

The great singer, who, while in our town, usher-
¢d in the war, wes also brought to entertain the Pro-
letariat. Again the blg synagogue was reserved for
thls occasions This time our ehtire femily received
tlckets for the great treat, ané I zat well towards

the front instead of in a crsmped hidden position

under a low bench. The Internationale was sung atb

the begimning and at the end of the concert.




CHAPTER XV

TOBACCO FIELDS

Concerts and theaters were food for the mind.
But being human, we needed focd for the body also.
This food was now as hard to get as %as food for
the mind before the war. |

Brother Harry could no longer find work in the
village. The 1little clothes the peasants had, had
been made over. New material for new clothes could
not be obtained for any price; therefore, Harry was
out of work. He, nevertheless, visited the village
weekly, hoping that sane work would turn up, but
almost always returned disappointed.

When the Bolsheﬁiki returned, they immediately
announced that males twenty-one years of age or
over could obtain some of the nobles! lands that
were being distributed. MNMany men applied for and
received permission to cultivate tracts of land
which were 1arger, than they needed for the grow-
ing of vegetables for thelr own consumption. For
several weeks these men were at a 1loss to know whatb
to do with the excess acreage. Finally, having dis-
covered that there was great demand for tobscco,

they decided to plant tobacco in the remaining fields.
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The people who had .gotten the land somehow pro-
cured edpital to hire boys eand girls to work the
flelds. Although the day's earnings of a\tobacc5
laborer were just enough for the purchase of a pound
of black bread, numerous boys and girls tyrned out
to work on these flelds. |

Sister, Brother 8am, and I sought emﬁloyment
there. The employer looked us over and decided
that he could use Sister and Brother but not me.

He said I was too small to work on tobacco fields.
Upon hearing this, I ran home crying end complain-
Ing to Mother that the man refused to employ me.
I insisted that she come with me to the man and
convince him thav I would be as uwseful es an adult.

At lest Hother consented to go with me to the
employers. She told him how much the esrnings of
the three of us would mean to the faily., She said
thaet what I would earn would mean food for me at
least; whefeas if I was refused a job, the earn-
ings of Sister and Brother would not be sufficient
to feed us alls, The man was moody and not moved
by this. Yet he maintained that the season would
soon be over and he needed strong people to do guick

planting. When Mother told him to pay me less than
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the regular waze, Lo ~rrzcd to empley msz only with
the condition thet I do the same gnount of work

es eny other worker. Aind so at the age of thirteen,
I found myself tacltinz an adult's job.

At seven o'clock tae next morning the three of
us, together with seven others, piled into = %agon
drawn by a single horse. After about & five ﬁile
ride from the town, we rsached the field.

At this early hour, the sun was already burning
fiercely over the tobacco fields on wich we were to
work. There was not a single place in those vast
flelds that esceped thne heat. The fields were i-
deally situated for the growing of tobacco, but they
were not so inviting tc those ebout to engage in a
day df labor on them.

£s goon as we reached the plantetion, each one
was assigned & row for planting. I was on an out-

ide row, so thaet the foreman, I presume, could keep
&n eye on me. Each worker was gilven a pointed stick
with which tore-ra hole in the gréund for the planting
of the tobsacco, and also was provided with & small

basket full of tobacco plants. This basket of plants

.was just enough for one row of the field, I was in-~

structed.

We were then told to stert working. Under a
scorching sun I stooped over and worked feverishly
to keep up with the other pla.ters. With one»hand
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T bers”  .cies end even we . rnvlled the stlek out
of the soil, & plent was ready in the other hand
“to be set into the hole and made firm in the soil.
Down the fizld I crewled, working es fast as my
strength would allow. From the cormer of my eye

I watched her working on the row next to me. I

wss told that she was the fastest on the field,

and I, a novice ab this work, had to competve with
ner. Perspiration rolled down my forehead and into
my eyes. These salty drops made my eyes smart, and
consequently my work became slower. With my dirty
hands I wped the persplration away and began working
even more vigorously. Iy reighbor was well in front
of me now, and I wonéered how to cetch up to her.
The harder I worked, the farther back I found my-
self, Once, when the foreman departed for a while,
the girl next to me, who had seen my plight, imme-
dilately switeched to my row and started planting to
help me. Before the man returned our two rows were
even, and now ghe purposely slackened in her work
thet I might keep up with her. I was only a yard

pehind her when she finishéd the planting of her

row, and this pleased the foreman greatly.
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Ly benefactress was now seeing to it that I
should be next to her. She constantly advised me
now to geb along faster in the plenting. "Bore
several holes at one and'the same time, and then
set in the piantso You wll find this much quick-

r," these - are the words she said.
I was eager to do so and found that I bene-

fited by her helpful suggestions. Little by little

we gtrain of trying to keep up vth the edult work-

I

ers became less. Tne unaccustomed stooping for &
long period of time ceused terrible peins in my

+ fipst. For the First two hours, these peins
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st unbeereble. Ny muscles, however, 800
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weeeme rurb to the peain wile 1 wss stooping; end

as my thoughts were v olly teken up with my wrlk,

o]

soon wes unawere of the pengs in oy back.

Ther the ﬁour for lunch arrived. The sudden
streightening of my body resulted in terrible ag=
onies. It seemed as if several thousend fine-pointed
needles had just been injectedvinto my back. Al=-
though this pain lasted for only two minuteé, never-

theless, it was the most severe that I'hed ever ex-~

perienced. .
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wingn L hed jcined mE Sister and Brother we unwrapped
+he half pound of mush made of corn malze that Mother
nad given>us- The cold mush alone served as our Tunche
we could not even procure &ny water to guench our thirst.
our soiled hands did not lessen our apgetites» After
we had finished the scauty meal we even 1icked our fin=
gers to avqid westing any of the smail bits that stuck
to our dirty»hands; '
When the helf hour s1lowed for lunch WeS over, wWe

again peturned to the weck~breaking Jobe we were joyful

Y

—ecause we Were emplbyed end ¥mew thetb et night we would
cet pelide This sssured us of bresd or mush for the nexv
daye L rejoliced eVEr more wnen the DOSS sinformed me et
=+ g and of the gey that I micnht raturn to work the next
Gay. These, indeed, were good tisings £0 Y€

Leter each one peceived the dey's Daye the boss oI~
dered us O talke our seats in the wagon for the rebturne
The wagon Was too small for e11 of us to siv insides
Therefore, 1t wes ri1led with siraw, end we seated our-
selves on the sides of the wagon, our feeb hanging out
on the outside. I procured o gimiler seat on the back
of the wegon when the sides could not longer hold any

pessengers.
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Meanwhile large clduds‘began to form in the sky.

A storm seemed Imminent. Té avbid the possible storm,
the boss whipped the hofse iﬁto a fast trot. The horse,
mad with the stings of the biting v ip, ran wildly to
one side and over into & deep pigs! pool. The load was
much too heavy for a single horse to pull out of this
hole., Under the merciless beating of the man, the ane-
imal tugged at the wagon wheels this way and that way.
At last the load began‘to move. The front wheels were
about out of the ditch when the horse slipped, the wa-
gon upset, and we all fell into the muddy water.

"Say, do you want to remain there?"” I heard sev-
eral girls teasing me as they pulled me out of the mud.

4s I regained my senses, they contimued, "You werse
on the bottom of this hole and, therefore, thorouzhly
covered with mud. We all had scrambled to éur feet and
had taken our seats again 1n the wagon when Rose, your
new sweefheart, cried out that you were missing.”

Roée, bes;de whom I had worked the whole day,
started wiping éway the mud from my face, eyes, an
mouth. Then she removed my wet clothing and losned me
one of her petticoats. In this aprray she brought me home
to my astonished Mother. The next day I was again work-

ing‘under the blazing sun. I did not dare stay home &

day for fear of losing my job.
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Through the whole summer, the three of us worked
on the tobacbo plantations. When the plantiag seeason
was over, we watered the small plants. Theu we hoed
them again and again. Early in the fall, we were at
hand to gaﬁher the tobacco leaves off the fields.

Even when the tobacco was off the fields, we still
found employment, The green leaves had to be pecked
closely together éhd covefed with hay. When the to-
bacco leaves remained sb for a week the deep green
shade turnmed to a besutiful yellow golde.

After going through the sbove process, the to-
bacco wes strung end dried. In dingy dark ettics,
the three of us, together wth several others, per=-
formed the difficult tesk of stringing tobacco leavess
The stringing was first done on 2 large, pointed, two-
edged-, shaped needle. From fhence the leaves were
transferred to & long cord. A regular-sized cordvof
twenty feet had three full-packed needles of tobacco
leaves. These cords were stretched in large, loity
parns. Then the lesves were cerefully separated so
that no two leaves stuck btogether. This was the dry-

ing process.
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We, however, did only the stringing; the drying
was done by others. After three weeks of constant work
with the long sword-like needle, we were experts in
this work. We no longer feared that the big steel poinﬁ
would go into our finger at thé Same time that it went
through the tobacco leaf, as happened several times in
our first few days work on it. Now we could do the
work quickly and efficiently even with our eyes closed.
Working the whole day in this automatic way made mach-
ines out of us and we worked as fast as machines. Fi-
nelly we refused Lc work +#th the dey as a basis for Day.
#e demanded and got bajment for the number of needles
étrung. This helped us earn two kopecks more a day.

Thus we worked away on 2 dark and cloudy day in
September of 1920, when liother rished in and with tears
in her eyes and exclaimeds:

"Stop working, my children! Father has sent us
moﬁey“from Americeal® i
At last the lonz-looked-for relief had arrived}
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