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CONSTITUTION
AND BY-LAWS

CF THE

Beth Israpl

Uongregation

OF

ALLEGHENY, Pa.




We have organized ourselves for the
purpose of establishing a Jewish Or-
thodox Congregation in the City of
Allegheny, Pa.

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 1.
Name.

This congregation shall be known as the
Beth Israel Congregation, and this name
shall never be changed.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose.

Section 1. Its purpose is to maintain a
Synagogue for divine worship, according to
the Jewish Orthodox rite (Minhag Ash-
keanaz.) This shall never be changed.
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Sec. 2. To establish a school in the same
building as the Synagogue for the purpose
of teaching the Hebrew language and the
Jewish religion.

Sec. 3. To hire competent teachers that
are able to master both the Hebrew and
English languages, and well qualified in the
seience of conducting a religious school for
Jewish children that speak the English lan-
guage.

ARTICLE IIL
Place of Meeting.

Section 1. ‘The meetings of this Congre-
gation shall be held in the Vestry rooms of
the Synagogue, and the business transacted

L

in the Jewish and English languages.

ARTICLE IV.

Election of Trustees and Their Duties.

Section 1. There shall be elected five
members to serve as Trustees, to take
charge of all matters relative to the inte-
rior government of this congregation and
manage its property, to pay salaries, to
contract debts with certain limitations as

el

hereinafter named, and to pay other inci-
dental expenses that may occur.

ARTICLE V.
Officers.

Section 1. The officers of this Congre-
gation shall consist of a President, Vice
P1'(:_§1dellt, Secretary, Treasurer and Board
of Trustees.

Sec. 2. These officers shall be nomi-
nated gnd elected by a vote of members of
the Congregation on Hal Hamoad éul'-
koth. The President shall announce B ';t
least five days before that such a mceth;ff
will take place, and the exact day and hou;

S.ec. 3. The election of Trustees shall
be in the following manner: Two (2) to
serve for a term of three years, two (2)
for a term of two years and one (1) for‘:/a.
term of one year.

Sec. 4. The President, Vice President,

Secr_ctary and Treasurer shall always be
’clgnsulered as members of the Board of
rustees, consequently 1 e 1 i

¢ ees, ] 10 vote 18 req
in their case. e
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ARTICLE VL
Trustees’ Meeting.

Section 1. The presence of not less than
a majority of the members of the Board of
Trustees shall be necessary o constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business,
and an absolute majority of votes of all
membhers present shall be required for
passing resolutions and ratifying any busi-
ness submitted.

Sec. 2. There shall be kept atruerec
ord of all transactions of this Board in a
hook provided for that purpose.

Sec. 3. The Board of Trustees shall
meet regularly every three months and spe-
cial meetings at any time required. -

Sec. 4. Lf a Trustee will be absent and
neglect his duty for three months in suc-
cession the presiding officer shall ask for the
reason of his absence and neglect of his
duties, and when no sufficiently satisfactory
reason is given, then the presiding officer
has the right to discharge him at once and
appoint a temporary Trustee in his place
until the following regular general meeting.

-
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ARTICLE VII.

Congregational Meetings.
ok
section 1. The congregational regul
meetings shall 1 “once o T
o eb., h be held once every month
3 'V J '
rt 11 Ielr:r rst Sm}d&y of each month, and
a religious holiday occurs on that day

thCI] he eetil]o' \1 S S
b ]all b o 9
. = ¢ post )Un(d fol a

Sec. 2.

],\‘( Iy mei ] S1¢ ) e
4 C DC a 1 b

-0 axr N . I . e .

thl ee days betlore the lllCCth. (

See: 3. JIf

Hee: 3. seven good-s ing

et en good-standing members

:]b their names demanding from the Pre .

ident to pecial meetir i

])1-@;1(1‘; . call a special meeting, then the
sident or presiding officer must ho :

their request ; but 0111}6‘1 111115t =
firirequest; | y one resolution

passed at such a meeting oncanbe

.

ARTICLE VIII.

Salaried Officers.

All paid officer
et 2 fficers of the -
gregation shall be elected and their SZI(ErOllLl%

ae 1 ld Up I 1 1€ 1- 1o ™~
eciae on at n &
o i 5 ks Cl11 S Of the CON

Section 1.
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i « .ars of this Con-
: laried officers oL 1 :
Qec. 2. The salari el B
: "_n shall consist of a Mit 5{~b1-ew
e Cantor and He

Tlebrew Teacher, of
Teacher, and Sexton.

/ aried
The Secretary may be a salare

Sec. 3.

'Ofﬁgel'- 4. The Treasurer shall furm§h t?‘
ot s ($2,000),
bond of two thousand dollm§ (‘S ”an)y L
1)0 oiven by a real estate trust comj

be g

real estate owner.
ARTICLE IX.
stees May Spend.

% unt Tru |
o fifty dollars

Section 1. No debt over
($50) shall be cont}'ag )
Trustees, or real estate %L
unless it 18 sO ordered by
cial meeting of
that purpose.

ARTICLE X.

ssessment.
Annual Asses -
The annual asse

Section I.
dues of members s
lars, and shall be p 4
ments of $1.25 per mMONLL.

ted by the Board of
1d or 1‘mrchascd.
a regular or spc-
the Congregation called for

ssment of

y dol-
a1l be fifteen ($15)
hrlaid in monthly instal-
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Sec. 2. All debts, whether dues, tuition
fees, donations, or whatever is due to the
Congregation, must be paid in full not later
than “Erev Rosh Hashanah,” i. e., the day
previous to the Jewish New Year, and if
not paid on said date all claims and rights
to the benefits of members are subject to
forfeiture.

Sec. 3. If a member does not pay his
dues six (6) months in succession he shall
lose the right of voting at meetings.

ARTICLE XI.
Requirements for Membership.
Section 1. Every person of Jewish faith

with a good moral character is eligible to
membership of this Congregation.

Sec. 2. The candidate shall be proposed
by a member of this Congregation, and
after a committee of three persons appoint-
ed by the presiding officer have investigated
and reported favorably, and $5 proposition
fee is paid, a vote shall be taken:; and if
there are less than three votes against him
the candidate is accepted as a member in
this Congregation, and $5 more must be
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a

iation fee. . o
“dt'%'loc 3 1f a candidate 18 reject
Qec. 3. 1

propm'\tion fee shall be refunded.

ARTICLE XIX.
Benefits of Members.

i Fver mber has the 1‘1ght‘ -
priing Iill %Kz;éo‘:: at meetings Qf ttllllt
B et ol less he is in arrears in
Congregation, unl
payment of dues.

Sec. 2. The children 9;?8
holders shall hzwe.t.l}e Pscho
struction in the rchgx_(_)ub s
gregation, and thg pr f\ce o
exceed $2 @ mon@h or €z
month for each girl.

ed, his

Rights and

embers or sqat
to 1‘cccwe_‘m—
ol of the Con~

Members shall be pr

Sec. 3
free seats
and if unmarr
of that seat to h

for themselves anc :
ied, he may give tht
is mother or sister.

Sec. 4. Members s

use the Synagogue nd e
charge for the marriage
Le .

) tem
5. but non-met
sons and daughters,

{ tuition s‘nallhnut
boy and $2 2

ovided with
1 their Wives,
he privilege

hall have the right to

s Phoe 0OF
and canopy hfcethc)i .
Ders shall
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be taxed according to the discretion of the
Board of Trustees.

Sec. 5. When a member becomes ill and
is under medical treatment, it is the duty
of the first member that was informed of
such illness to visit the sick member and to
notify immediately the President or Secre-
tary, in order that notice shall be sent to
each and every member to visit the sick
member, and to hire a person at the Con-
gregation’s expense in case of serious sick-
ness, where special care and watchfulness
is required at night.

Sec. 6. In the case of the death of a
member, immediate notice shall be given to
all members to attend the funeral, and two
carriages are to be hired and paid for from
the Congregation’s funds.

Sec. 7. During the first seven days of
nmourning (Sheevah) the members of this
Congregation shall assemble in the house
of the mourners to hold divine service, to
say Kaddish, and pray for the repose of his
soul ; also “Hazkorath Neshamah" shall be
recited at the Synagogue on every occasion
when such prayers are required.
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Sec. 8.  When a member wishing to have
Minyan for Yahrzeit shall inform the Fres-
ident of this Congregation not later than
three days previous to the proper date of
the Yahrzeit, the President shall instruct
the Secretary to notify the members to
come to Minyan at the time and place ap-
pointed.

ARTICLE XIII.
Altering of Constitution.

Section 1. This Constitution shall not be
altered or amended except at a general or
special meeting called for that purpose.
Any amendment or alteration must be spec-
iied on the notices sent to members at least
48 hours befére the meeting, and shall only
become valid when two-thirds (2-3) of the
votes of all those present are in the affirin-
ative.

Sec.2.  No part or parts of this Consti-
tution shall be contrary to the laws of this
State or of the United States.

Sec. 3.. Each and every one who is now
or will hereafter become a member of this
Congregation, binds himself to obey the
Constitution and By-Laws which are now
valid or may hereafter be enacted.

e .

BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE 1.
Order of Business.

Reading of minutes of previous meet-
ing.

Reports of officers.

Report of standing committee,

Report of special committee.

Communications to be read and acted
upon.

Election of members, etc.

Good and welfare of the Congregation.

Adjournmnet.

ARTICLE 11
Qualifications of Officeholders.

Section 1. Members who hold office in
any other congregation shall be ineligible
to any elective office; nor shall a father and
son hold office at the same time.

Duty of the President.

Sec. 2. It is the duty of the President to
preside at every Congregational meeting,
execute every law, sign all warrants on the
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Treasurer, take charge of the official seal,
appoint all committees when not otherwise
provided for, sign all official docunients,
cast a vote when a tie exists. e shall be
ex-officio of all committees. Ie shall be
present in the Synagogue every Sabbatl
and holiday when services are held, and dis-
tribute “Aleyoth” according to his discre-
tion, and he has the right to appoint some-
one to read the services before the *“Amud.”
At his retirement he shall deliver to his suc-
cessor all valuable papers, documents, cte,;
concerning the Congregation.

Duty of Vice President.

Sec. 3. The Vice President shall act in
the absence of the President, his duties be-
ing the same; and in the presence of the
President, he has the privilege of appoint-
one-third of the committees.

Election of Chairman of Board of Trustees.

Sec. 4. The Board of Trustees shall
clhoose their own chairman out of their own
number. This chairman may Dbe the Presi-
dent of the Congregation or any other meni-
ber of the Board of Trustees.

ey
Vacancy in Board of Officers.

_ Sec. 5. In case of any officer absenting
himself from three consecutive meetin f
En]ess a satisfactory excuse be given his ff
fice may be declared vacant. 2’Siclcllc§~s or
temporary absence from the city on acc51111t

of business shall constitute a satisfactory
excuse.

Se SRR

o L{g Gt s expressly commanded that

all officers of this Congregation shall he

present at the religious services at the Syn-

agogue. 5
Duties of Treasurer.

_Sec. 7. "The Treasurer on entering of-
fice shall give such hond as may bz ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees. He ql::[)ﬂ
receive for safe keeping all moneys, valua-
?)les. deeds, as well as all receipt§ 511(1k di;-
bursements. He shall pay only such orde;:
\\-111(.‘11 are signed by the Secretary and cmm:
tersigned by the President. : :

: It sha]l,_l‘)e his duty, on demand of the
Board (_)f Trustees, to show them a state-
ment of all funds and effects on han(]i ;1n<l
Eyc'jhall laﬁ any time, when requested, de-
liver to them all books, papers, funds, doc-




uments and whatever else is belonging to
the Congregation. He shall, within five
days after the expiration of his term, deliv-
er to his successor in office all funds, docu-
ments, papers, books, as well as any inven-
tory, and lay before the Board of Trustees
a copy of the same.

Sec. & In case of his sickness or ab-
sence, the Board of Trustees shall appoint
from their number a Treasurer pro temi.,
who shall comply with the provisions speci+
fied in the above sections.

Duties of Secretary.

Sec. 9. Tlie Secretary shall record, in &
book kept for that purpose, the proceedings
of all meetings. He shall keep a correct ac-
count of all receipts and disbursements by
the Treasurer, and receive all moneys froni
the members and seat-holders.

He shall immediately pay over all moneys
so received to the Treasurer.

He shall make out all bills, notices, sign
all warrants and documents when so or-
dered by the President, and keep a record
of all documents, books and papers belong-
ing to the Congregation.

N

] He shal.l see that accounts due to the
(m.]gregatlon are promptly paid, and shall
deliver the same to the Treasurér an‘d Lt I
his receipt for the same. o

H? shall submit at every Congregational

‘ . o J SRS &
me(‘?n.g a correct record of the financial
conditions : ; i ‘
i of tllle Congregation, and at the
1111 ation of his term he shall deliver to
11 successor <
b ’usm all books, accounts, receipts,
lp,p TS, and all documents whatsoever be-
onging to the Congreoati

ging tc the Congregation. At every
meeting he shall be ready to give a list of
such members that are in arrears 7

ARTICLE III.

Duties of ‘
ies of Reader or “Hazan."”

- Section 1. .It shall be his duty to super-
intend the religious school and teach the

children at certain hours as appointed 1
the School Committee. He shall reaLd thy
prayers in the Synagogue whenever divinc
service is held, read the Torah, perforni al?
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the religious ceremonies, officiate at al
marriages and funerals when requested
and deliver funeral sermons when required
by the family of the deceased; also attend
Minian during the Shivah, and perform
such other duties appertaining to his office
as may be prescribed by the Board of Trus-

1

tees.
ARTICLE IV.

Sec. I. Committees.

The President shall appoint the foilowing
committees:

A Committee on School.

A Committee on Finance.

A Committee on Building.
And such other committees as may from
time to time become necessary.

Every committee shall have its own chair-
man. It shall be the duty of the chairman
to preside at its meetings.

Section 2.
Duties of School Committee.

The Committee on School shall make all

—1:Qu
regulations for the government of the
school, shall assign the teachers their duties
shall visit the school frequently, watch ll:
progress, have complete charge of the td;lc]“:
ers, and take into Consideraktion the lllCt};-
ods of instruction and the hooks required
me‘ such purpose, with the approval 6f the
Board of Trustees.

Duties of Finance Committee,
Section 3.

The ?71112111(_‘6 Committee shall meet at
-leust twice a year, and as often as the Pres.-
ident shall call upon them to meet. It shzﬁl
lf‘e<%]'> an iITvenLor_\' of the property of the
Congregation and examine all books, vouch-
ers and accounts. It shall, before ‘the an-
nual meeting of the Congregation, submit
to the Board of Trustees a report ‘smcify-

_ing the amount of money on hand and what
g :

is to b'c raised for the support of the Con-
gregation for 1 suing year ,

greg: for the ensuing year, and the pur-
poses for which said money will be re-
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the members uf the
upon the way the

quired, in order that

Congregation shall act
money shall be raised.

Duties of Committee on Building.

Section 4.

The Committee on DBuilding shall leep
the property and buildings of the Congrega-
tion in good order and repair, furnish the
Synagogue and school with the necessary
heat and light, see that the personal and
real estate of the Congregation is kept
insured, and promptly attend to

properly
11 premiums due thereon.

the payment of a
ARTICLE V.
Expulsion of Members.
Section 1. A member may be expelled
for any of the following reasons:
1. Tor violation of the By-Law
Congregation.
5. 1f convicted of any criminal offense.

3. For gross misconduct.

s of the

1—

4. For failure of i
a > of paying dues, tuiti
aying dues,
- g 5, tuition
See: 2 <
e . To expel a member, written
c L\l?th must be made against him by three
=y .- % ~ ~ e i
mkn]1 )eli. Such charges shall be submitted
o) R oar £
tc }10 Board of Trustees, who shall take
action thereon. )

dacto: 1
Resignations.
Sec / i

e - 3. Any member wishing to resign
i o . P . . -
: 11) tender his resignation in writing to
he Board of Trust if i
I 3 f”ud o't Trustees, and if not indebted
the resignation must be accepted ’

Altering the By-Laws.

Any proposition to alter, amend or repeal
th‘e‘By—.Laws,. or any of them, shall be sul()—
mitted in writing, signed by at least three
mcm.bers, and read at the regular or special
n.leietmg of the Cong’rogatir)li Said ‘7)11-1 o
s1tmn.sha]1 lie over till the nc:\'t' n]lcet)illﬁ'—
when it shall require two-thirds of the v .
of the members present for adoptionm voles




Constitution and By-Laws adopted April
26, 1908,

B. SEDLER

P, SPANN

. ROSENBLOOM
J. PATZ

E, B, SHAPIRO

Committee
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