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SPECIAL SECTION OF CONGREGATION BETH HAMEDRASH HAGODOL-BETH JACOB DEDICATION

,nterior�and�exterior�views�of�the�%eth�+amedrash�+agodol—%eth� -acob�&ongregation�� ,t� has� been� dubbed�the��$rena�Synagogue��

Almost 100 Years Ago The Story Began
T+,S�is� the� story�of�%eth�

+amedrash�+agodol—�
%eth�-acob�&ongregation�
The� story� began� almost�

���� years� ago� when���� -ew��
ish� men� went� to� $ttorney�
-osiah� &ohen� �later� -udge�
&ohen�� to�arrange�a�charter�
for� a�new�Orthodox�&ongre��
gation�

Mr�� &ohen� drew�the�pap��
ers� at� ��� )ifth� $ve���'own��
town�� and� the� men� signed�

"Morris Rosenthal, Si- 
mon Jacob, Louis Sandus- 
ky, Jacob Bernstein, J. 
Notovinsky, Simon Muller, 
Max Miller, B. Bernstein, 
Charles Levy, Haimon 
Rosenbloom, Jacob Solo- 
mon, and J. Altaian."
,n� the� congregation� were�

&ivil�War�veterans�and�some�
of�the� earliest�immigrants�to�
Pittsburgh� from� (astern�
(urope�
On� October� ���� ������ they�

were� chartered� as� the�
&hevra� %
nai�,srael�&ongre��
gation� and� started� holding�
daily� services� in� a� rented�
room� 'owntown�� probably�
°n� Liberty� $ve�� or� )ourth�
$ve�

Later, they moved to 
the corner of Grant St. and 
Third Ave. where the 
Grant Building sits today.
Meeting� together� daily�

was� not� new� to� them��That�
had� started� on� Rosh� +as��
hana�� the�-ewish�New�Year��
in������
The� congregation� has�

been� at� it� since�� making� it

RABBI JOSEPH L. KAPLAN
Teacher of the congregation. 

the� oldest� Orthodox� group�
in� Western� Pennsylvania�

Until� last� -uly��services�
were� held� on� the� first�
floor� of� an� old�rented�res��
taurant� building� at� �����
)ifth� $ve�� The�heavy�oak�
pews� of� the� %eth� +ame��
drash�+agodol�were�stored�
on�the�second�floor�
Now� the� congregation� is�

installed� in� a� bright� new�
synagogue� at� &olwell� and�
Magee� Sts�� in� the� Lower�
+ill� Redevelopment� $rea��
combining� two� traditional�
groups� —� %eth� +amedrash�
+agodol�and�%eth�-acob�

,n� ������ a�joyous�parade�
wound�its�way�from�*rant�
Street� to� ���� Washington�
Place� in� the� +ill� as�mem��
bers� carried� the� sacred�
scrolls� to� a� new� syna��
gogue�

,t� xvas� built� after�the�con��
gregation� was� re�chartered�
as� %eth� +amedrash� ,lago��
dol��They�stayed�until�March�
��� ����� when� fire� forced�
them�out�
The�synagogue�was�sched��

uled� for� demolition�anyway�
by� the� Urban� Redevelop��
ment� $uthority�� but� wor��
shipers� were� going� to� use�
it� until� the� wreckers� came�

The� fire� burned� the�
basement�� destroying�rare�
books�and� scrolls��but�the�
elaborately� carved� +oly�
$rk� and� the� parchment�
holy� scrolls� used� in� the�
services� in� the�main�sanc��
tuary� were� saved�� Today�
the�$rk� and� scrolls�are�in�
the�new�Synagogue�
Later�the� pews� and� other�

fixtures� were� dismantled�
and�moved�
,n� the� beginning� great�

numbers� of� -ewish� ,mmi��
grants� were� coming� to�
$merica� and� many� found�
their�way� to�Pittsburgh�and�
settled�in�the�+ill�
On�Washington� Place� the�

synagogue� became�the�lead��
er� of� Orthodox� congrega��
tions� as� more� than� ��� con��
gregations� were� organized�
On� the� new� charter� the�

signers
� addresses� show�
how�closely�the�-ewish�com��
munity� was� linked� to� �The�
+ill�in�those�days�

'avid�$vner� lived� at����
Wylie�$ve���Morris�Rosen��
thal� at� ��� Wylie� $ve��� -a�

cob� Solomon�� &hatham�
St��� Moses� Margolia�� &ol��
well� St��� Simon� Miller��
)ifth�$ve��� $aron�*�� Ros��
enthal�� &olwell� St��� Men��
dal� Novinsky�� &ongress�
St��� %arnett� 'avis�� Wash��
ington� St��� Myer� Rosen��
thal�� ��� Wylie� $ve��� and�
-acob� Zernstein�� )ederal�
St�
*radually�� the� pe�ople�

moved� away�� and� one� by�
one�the�synagogues�closed—�
all� except� %eth� +amedrash�
+agoiflol�� The� new� syna��
gogue� is� the� only� one� be��
tween� The� Point� and� Oak��
land�
'aily� services� are� impor��

tant� in� the� downtown� area�
and� particularly� convenient�
to� those�unable�to�get�home�
from�work� in�time�to� attend�
synagogues� far� from� office�
or�shop�
Services� are� held�morn��

ings� and� evenings�� The�
morning� service� is� at� ��
a�m�� except� on� Saturdays�
and� holidays� when� they�
are�held�at��� a�m��The�eve��
ning� hour� is� marked� by�
sunset�� and� in�winter�this�
conies� quite� early�� before�
the� working� day� is� done��
�Yahrzeit��and�Kaddish��

are� an� important� part� of�
religious� services� needed�in�
the�'owntown�area�
Many� -ewish�persons�live�

'owntown�and�more�are� ex��
pected� with� the� opening� of�
new� apartment� houses� in�
addition� to� the� %igelow�
$partments��Washington

RABBI A. M. ASHINSKY
Spiritual leader.

Plaza� and� &hatham� &enter��
Many� -ews� coming� to� town�
on�business�or�conventions��
seek� a� synagogue� close� to�
downtown�
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OLD AND NEW sanctuaries of Beth Hamedrash Hagodol mirror old and new times.

'Must Build, Maintain' 
-President Sanders
M�� $�� Sanders�� president� of� the� new� congregation� at�

the� corner� of� &olwell� and� Magee� Streets�� emphasized� the�
importance� of� contributions� to� not� only�the�building�fund�
but�also�the�maintenance�fund�
�Whether� you� are� a�member�of�the�congregation�or� not�

our�new�facilities�are� open�to�you�
for�our� daily�services���Mr��Sand��
ers�emphasized�
+owever�� he� urged� thoso� who�

use� the� Synagogue� to�pay�annual�
dues�of����� a�year�

The congregation needs hun- 
dreds of members to meet its 
maintenance costs, and to keep 
the doors open for the "congre- 
gation that serves the entire 
community."
Mr�� Sanders� said� that� most�

members� belong� to� more� than�
one�congregation�

He emphasized that the Beth 
Hamedrash Hagodol   Beth 
Jacob has an unbroken record 
of daily services for every day 
for the past 92 years.
The� �&ivic� $rena�� congrega�

tion�will�serve� the�residents�of�the�
%igelow�$partments��Washington�
Plaza�� *ateway� Towers��&hatham�
&enter�� Perm� Sheraton�� &arlton�
+ouse� and� the� many� new� apart��
ments�planned� for� the� %luff�area�
and�downtown�river�fronts�
The� congregation� is� not� inten��

ded�� however�� as�a�neighborhood�
structure�� but� as� a� community��
wide�facility�
,ts� leadership� has� stressed�that�

the� need� for� Kaddish�� Yahrzeit��
and�Yiskor� Services� for� travelers�
and�persons�who�work�'owntown�
are�met� every� day�by� the�congre��
gation��Many�residents� of�Squirrel�
+ill�� (ast� (nd�and�suburban�con��
gregations� worship� at� the� %eth�
+amedrash�+agodol���%eth�-acob�

Beth Hamedrash Hagodol- 
Beth Jacob Congregation

CORNER OF COLWELL AND MAGEE STS. 
PITTSBURGH 19. PA.

The Congregation That Serves The Entire Community

BUILDING FUND CONTRIBUTION

I want to help build and maintain the new Beth Hame- 
drash Hagodoi-Beth Jacob Congregation at Colwell, Elm 
and Magee Streets and pledge the sum of $...........
Paid $'........... Balance $...........

Signed,

Secured by. ........................ Date .

'••• By HARRIS W. SACKS
The� name� of� -acob� %ernstein�

should� forever� be� entwined� with�
the� imposing� congregational�title�
%eth� +amedrash� +agodol�� said�
+arry� Simon�� whose�grandfather��
Louis� Sandusky�� was� a� charter�
member�

Mr. Simon, 85, who is a resi- 
dent and .volunteer worker in 
handicrafts at the Jewish Home 
and Hospital for the Aged 
(JHHA), has been a member 
of the congregation for about 
60 years and he and his late 
wife, Sophia, were married 
there.
,n������� the�&hevra�%
nai�,srael�

&ongregation� had� been� formed��
Members� religious� services� had�
been�a� history� of� moving� in� and�
out� of� humble� rented� rooms� in��
cluding� one� on� (ighth� Street��
'owntown�� the� old� Tree� of� Life�
building� at� Third� $venue� and�
Ross� Street�� and� an� old� church�
building� at� Third� $venue� and�
*rant�Street�

"Chevra B'nai Israel purchas- 
ed a lot on Washington Place, 
site of an old glass house, and 
began to build a synagogue," 
Mr. Simon related. "But midway 
a depression struck and the in- 
complete structure was present- 
ed for sheriff's sale."

Mr. Bernstein, a Fifth Ave. 
merchant, purchased the prop- 
erty and the congregation was 
reorganized as Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol.
Mr�� Simon� further� recalled� the�

procession� of� members� from� the�
*rant� Street� site� to� ����Washing��
ton� Place�where� the�congregation�
remained� until� fire� forced� them�
out�in� �����

"Commanders of the Knights 
of Pythias in their bright uni-

Chronicle Staff Writer i�
forms added to the dramatic 
color of the congregational

HARRY SIMON
Member over 60 years.

marchers who bore the sacred 
Torah Scrolls," said Mr. Simon.
Mr�� Simon�credited�-��M�� *usky�

with� banding� together� the� first�
minyan� at� )ourth� $venue� and�
Market�Street�which�was�attended�
by�Mr���Simon
s�father�
The� -,,,,$� resident� said�that�it�

was� a� Rabbi� *raffman� who� mar��
ried� him�� Mrs�� Simon�� who� was�
also� a� resident� of� the�home��died�
therein������
,n� his� youth�� Mr�� Simon� lived�

for� ��� years� in�New� Kensington��
and� started� the� committee� and�
building� fund� for� the�%eth�-acob�
&ongregation�there�
Mr�� Simon
s� skills� in� painting�

signs� and� other� handicraft� are�
well� known�� +e� was� the� subject�
of�articles� in� the�Post�*azette�and�
Press�

Cemetery Modernization Planned
(xtensive� improvements� and� renovations� of�the�merged�

%eth� +amedrash� +agodol�%eth� -acob� cemeteries�are�plan��
ned�this�year�

Both cemetery chapels will be remodeled and modern- 
ized. Old wooden barriers that separated the two burial 
grounds have been removed _______
and new fences will be con- 
structed. Decaying trees will be

Third Charter United Synagogues
Twelve� pioneers� of� the� early�

-ewish� community� in� Pittsburgh�
petitioned� &ommon� Pleas� &ourt�
for� a� charter�to�establish�the�first�
Orthodox� Synagogue� hi�Western�
Pennsylvania�� ,t� was� known� as�
&hevra�%nai�,srael�
The�charter�was�granted�October�

�������� upon�petition�of�
Morris Rosenthal 
Simon Jacob 
Haimon Rosenbloom 
Jacob Solomon 
J. Airman 
Louis Sandusky 
Jacob Bernstein 
Simon Miller 
Max Miller 
J. Notovinsky 
B. Bernstein 
Charles Levy

The� attorney� for�the�group�was�
-osiah� &ohen� who� was� then� the�
only�-ewish�lawyer�in�Pittsburgh�

+e� became� a� -udge� in� &ommon�
Pleas� &ourt� where� he� served� for�
many� years�� until� the� age� of� ���
Twenty� years� later�� ten� mem��

bers�of� the�congregation�signed�a�
petition� for� a� new� name� for� the�
old� congregation�� ,t� was� charter��
ed� as� %eth� +amedrash� +agodol�
on�May���������
The� signers� for� the� new� char��

ter�included�

David Avner s 
Morris Rosenthal 
Jacob Bernstein 
Jacob Solomon 
Moses Margolis 
Simon Miller 
Aron G. Rosenthal 
Mendel Novinsky 
Barnett Davis 
Myer Rosenthal

$ttorney� -osiah� &ohen� again

represented�the�congregation�
$� third� charter� was� granted�

$ugust� ���� ����� for�the�merger�of�
the� two� oldest� Orthodox� congre��
gations�� %eth� +amedrash� +ago��
dol� and�%eth�-acob�

The attorneys for the merger 
were Bernard Kaplan, Max 
Markovitz and Sidney Sanes.
%eth� -acob� had� only� one�char��

ter�since������

removed and a major landscap- 
ing job has been undertaken.
The� committee� is� ready� to� an��

nounce� a� plan� for� perpetual� care�
of� graves� as� well�as�another�plan�
for� annual� care�� Persons� interes��
ted�hi� either� program�are� reques��
ted� to� get� in� touch�with�members�
of�the� cemetery�committee�or�with�
synagogue�officers�

Lewis H. Small is chairman 
of the committee and Al Rice 
associate chairman.
Other�members� include�Max�K��

Markovitz�� 'avid� M�� Roth�� +arry�
$nolik�� $be� %reverman� and� Sid��
ney�Sanes�

Recent Bequests to Congregation
(state�of�,��Morris�%erlin�
(state�of�Samuel�%ernstein�
(state�of�Samuel�S�� )riedberg

(state� of�+arry�)�� Skirboll
(state�of�)annie�Skirboll
(state�of�+arry�$ronson
(state�of� -oseph�%ernstein
(state�of�-ames�$��%ernstein�(state�of�Samuel�M�� Levinson
(state�of�-acob�+orn� (state�of�Louis�)reedman
(state�of�Morris�Wolk� (state�of�Louis�Little

| Building
&ontributors� to� %uilding� )und�

are�
-acob�Wolk
+arold�Vexler
Mrs��Mary�)�� Parnes
&ong��%eth�-ehuda�of�Manchester
William�Solomon
(state�of�Louis�Little
$be�*oldstein
'r��$�� $�� &ohen
+ubert�Teitelbaum��(sq�
R��Lavin�	� Sons
Sam�+erman
Ralph�Klein
,sadore�Morman
Ralph�Schugar
'r��,��+��Stein
-oseph�Levy
'avid�M��Roth
(dward�S�� Sheinberg��(sq�
Sigmund�Ress
Mr��	�Mrs�� Louis�%luestone
)rank�T�� 	�(leanor�Rubenstein
Mrs��%ella�Nevins
$aron�*�� Kartub
+arry�-��Wagner
$be�Srolovitz
'avid�Rubb
%ennett�$mdur
-ake�)ienberg
'avid�Labowitz
Lenore�Selker
)aye�Levy
&hildren� of� $bram�W�� 	� -ennie
*oldvarg

Milton� )reedman�
William� +offman�
+erman�Siegel�
%enetWolf�
Mrs��%elle�-askol�
Mendel�(��Solomon�
)rank�Sklar
Mrs��Lillian�*reenberger�
Rebecca�	�+erman�)ineberg
)oundation�

Robert�Roe�
Philip�*oldstein�
M��$�� Sanders�
Mrs���+arry�)�� Skirboll�
Members�of�S�� O�� $��
$be�*oldbloom�
+arry�$�� Sherman��(sq��
Mrs��Rose�)riedman�
+erbert�Levine�
Morris� O�� *uttman� and� (ugene
S��&ohen�

Nathan�	� )lorence�&omensky
Schwartz�

,��Wally�Sigal�
'avid�Silverblatt�
Seymour�*oldberg�
(state� of� Sarah� Rhae�Rubenstein�
(llis�Lichtenstein�
Mr�� 	� Mrs�� Syd�Wolfson�
M��$��Nernberg��(sq��
Reuben�+elfaiit�
Oscar�Levin�
$aron�Sandier�
Mrs��Sadie�&�� Sesler�
&hildren� of� Sam� -�� 	� (sther� R��
&ohen
��� ��ul�%rasley��(sq��

Milton�+�� +eller�
+arry�Louik�
Mrs��)annie�Slone�
%ud�Saunders�
'r�� Norman�&ohen�
S��S�� Klein�
,��(��%instock��(sq��
,ra�+urwick��(sq��
Louis�R�� %reman�
Mi���	� Mrs��Myer�Shapiro�
-oseph�Marcus�
Mr��	�Mrs��+arry�-acobson�
-oseph�%reskin�
Sidney�-��Sable��(sq��
Louis�R��Michaels�
Max�	� )lora�%reverman�
&hildren� of� -oseph� 	� Rebecca
%ernstein�

%ernard�Kaplan�
'r��$��-��+yde�
Mike�	� Sam�Magadof�
&hildren� of� Monis� 	� Sarah�Sima
Weinstein

Mrs��Samuel�Tishemian�
%enjamin�$mdur��(sq��
Robert�+endel�
+erman� Lipsitz�� (sq��� +elen� V�
Lipsitz�and�Louis�Lipsitz�

-oseph�$ronson�
Sidney�Levy�
Mrs��+ilda�&�� Shire�
+erman�	� Paul�)eldman�
Simon�Silverman�
'avid�T�� +orvitz�
'avid�Lowenthal�
Wm��+��Mazefsky�
$be�%ernstein�
Mrs��Pearl�Sadowsky�
Philip�%askind�
-acob�*ordon
-erome�(dlis
+erman�and�Paul�)eldman
William�Nesbit
-oseph�Milch
%en�%�� Samuels
Nathan�+arris
,�� &�� and�*eorge�%loom
$lbert�$�� Rice
,sadore�$sh
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These Are the Original Members of Congregations
Roth HoinorlrocVi Uo^n^»l - * ' ^ '

$dler��$braham�M��
$vner��'avid�
$lpern��+�� ,��
$ronson�� Samuel�
$vner��M�� L��
$lpern��S�� +��
$bels�� Simon�
$lpern��'avid�
$zen��Max�
$vner��Max�
$bels��Morris�
$ronson��-acob�+��
$zinsky��$braham�
$shinsky��Morris�
%roude��S��
%ernstein��-acob�
%aker��+��
%rowarsky��Sol�
%rowarsky��+��
%rowarsky��Samuel�
%arnett��Morris�
%arnett��-acob�
%loom��'�� +��
%erenstein�+��
%ernstein��-acob�
%omstein��+��
%aker��William�
%rowarsky��Max�
%remen��*eorge�
%loom��&harles�
%luestein�� -��%��
%loom�� -acob��
%reakstone��Nat�
%arnett��+yman�
%aseman��M�� -��
%ernstein��-oel�
%onder��*ershon�
%eilsteen��+arry�
%erman��Paul�
&aplan��Louis�
&aplan��Moms�
&ohen�-oseph�
&ohen��$�� %��
&ohen��$��'��
&ooper��Samuel�
&ohen��Samuel�
&ohen��-acob�,��
&ohen�-�� '��
&ohen�� ,srael�
&ohen��+arry�
&ohen��Ruben�
&ohen��$be�
'avis��%amett�
'avis��&harles�
'avis��'avid�
'avis�� S�� '��
'avis�� Sam�+��
'avis��$be�
'unn�� ,�
(lpern��+arry�%��
(delstein��+arry�
(delstein��-acob�
)eldstein��Ruben�
)reedman�� S�� W��
)isher�� S��
)isher��+��
)eldstein��&harles�
)inkelhor��Sam�
)inkelhor��L�� -��
)inkelhor��Max�
)inkelhor��-oseph�
)inkelhor��%��
)einberg��Max�
)olp��-acob� S��
)reedman��Max�
)eldstein��%ennie�
)rank��+�� L��
)einberg��Sam�
)reedman��-acob�
)isher��-oseph�
)isher��,srael�
)inkelstein��-acob�
)einberg��-oseph�
*oldstein��Kassel�
*oldenson��'�� -��
*oldstein��(��
*oldstein��Sam�
*oldman�� ,saac�
*ordon��Louis�
*oldberg��Morris�
*oldstein��Max�
*reen��Oscar�
*rodzinsky�� -acob�
*oldstein��Manuel�
*ordon��Wolf�
*ulande�� Samuel�
*insburg�� S�� S��
*efsky��$braham�
*mdzinsky��Kodish�
*oldberg��Simon�
*oldstein��$�� L��
*insburg��Nathan�
*ranitz�� Solomon�
+arris��Solomon�
+epner��-acob�
+arris��Louis�
+irsh��'avis�
+arris��Samuel�
+pstein��Morris�
+ill��Solomon�
+arris��Philip�
+orvitz��(kiva�
+arris��Max�
+adas��+arry�
-ve��M�
-acobson��Sam�
-acobson��+enry�R��
-acobson��+airy�
-acobson��Solomon

Beth Hamedrash Hagodol
Korenbloom��-oseph
Kaufmann��+enry
Kevowitz��Maurice
Kombloom��,�� R�
Kushner��-acob
Kaplan��Louis
Kowalsky��-oseph�
Kreilberg��(��
Lieber��Nathan�
Levin�� S��
Levy��Morris�
London��$braham�
Levenson��+��
Lanson��$�� -��
Levy��-acob�
Lando��S��
Lang��+arris�
Leviton��-oseph�
Levin��Shabse
Langer��Max
Little��Louis
Levite��$braham�$�
Louis��,�
Lewis��$braham
Levy��,��%�
Levin��Louis
Levy��$be
Levy��,�� %�
Lichter��Philip�
Lapidus��Morris�
Levenson��Nachman
Levenson��Max
Levenson��$be�
Morrison��Louis
Meyers��$be
Margolies��M�
Miller��Simon
Miller��Max
Morris��+arry
Marcovsky��R�
Miller�� ,�� -�
Meyers��Mendel
Marcus��$be
Marcus��-oseph�&�
Marks��Max�
Novinsky��M�
Neaman��P�
Nevins��M��
Niemari��%ennie
Neamone��+arry� ,��
Neamon��%en
Oppenheim��+�
Oppenheim��S��
Perelman��-oe�
Portuoy��(��&��
Perelman��-uda
Rosenthal��Morris
Rosenthal��Meyer�
•Rosenthal��'avid
Rosenfield��Louis�
Rosenfield��Simon�
Rubinovitz��+��
Rosenberg��Max�
Rodominsky��M��
Ruderman��%�
Ross�� ,��
Rosenblatt�� ,��
Rosen��Louis�
Raffel��,��
Rabinovitz�� ,srael�
Ruben��)rank�+��
Reichbaum��$be�
Rosengold��-ulius�
Rosenfield��Nathan�
Rosenfield��(��T��
Ress��$be�M��
Ruben��-oseph�M��
Solomon��Rudolph
^p+lpi�� ,WilrpOt�Lll&,���,VLLtm

Slone��Oscar�
Siegel��+arry�
Supowitz��Max�
Solomon��Louis�
Skirball��+arry�)��

��Skirball�� Louis�
Shapiro��Samuel�S��
Sable��+arry
Saul��Sam�
Saul��Max
Saul��(�� $�
Shapiro��Sol
Shoop��Louis
Selker��Morris�
Simon��William
Samuels��M�
Stein�� S�
Sabludowsky��L�� -��
Stein��&harles
Solomon��-acob�
Shapiro��-acob��T��
Silverman��$be�
Shapinsky��Samuel�
Sheinberg��%en�
Simon�� ,saach�
Siegel��Kassel�
Shapiro��Sam�
Sachs��Sam�
Sheinman��William�
Spokane��$lex�
Solomon��)rank�
Teplitz��,saac�M�
Tapolsky��Max
Turpts� R� )i-�U��&,O�� £!��� LJ .

Teplitz��P�
Tapley��+arry�
Tobias��-oseph
White��%en
Weinstein��,ke
Wolk��-oseph
Wolk��William
Williams��William

Woodnitzky��%�
Wolk��-��W�
Weiner��Morris
Whitman��(�
Wolk��Meyer
Woolf��-oseph
iZimon��Sam�
Zimmer��+�� L��
Zimmer��$be�
Zonitzky��,��
Mrs��-�� %lumenthal�
Mrs�� %essie�&ohen�
Mrs��&��&ohen�
Mrs��*�� &aplan�
Mrs��%�� 'anenberg�

Mrs��+�� )riedman�
Mrs��M�� *oldstein�
Mrs��+�� )rishman�
Mrs�� -��*usky
Mrs��$�� *oldman
Mrs��L��Kehenson
Mrs�� -�� Lowich
Mrs��M�� Lurie
Mrs�� L��Laufe
Mrs��-��Lesher
Mrs��M�� Levant
Mrs��(mma�Minsky
Mrs�� S��Musoff
Mrs��'��Rosenberg�
Mrs��M��Rapport�
Mrs�� L�� Soltz
Mrs��L��Marick
Mrs��M�� L�� Silverblatt�
Mrs�� S�� Perlstein
Mrs��&��York
Mrs��-acobson
Mrs��P��Wolf
Mrs��Yetta�&ohen
Mrs��(sther�Nesvisky
Mrs��Rebecca�Marcus
Mrs��-��+orovitz
Mrs�� L�� (delstein
Kalinsky�� L�
Levy��*ershon
Markovitz��Sam�
Oleinik��Louis
Malt��Wm�
Mallin��Solomon�
Malakoff�� -�
*oldstein��-oseph�
&ohen��Solomon
r�isher��+arris
)riedman��Moms�
)riedman��+arry�
Sarasky��Manuel�
Radbord��-acob
*oldstein��Max
Rosenblatt��+arry�
*resser��S�� —
*oldblum��S��
Kamens��)red�
Miller��Morris�
Snyder��-��
)rank��Wm��
Zimeth��%en
Zimmerman��Louis�
Mahler��Louis�
Weil�� $braham�
Levinson��,�� L��
Lipsitz��%��
Wilkoff��S�� R��
Kramer��+an�y�
Simon��$braham�
*oldfarb��,saac�
Maretzky��N��
Persky��Morris�
Magidovitz�� ,��
Levy��M�
Miller��S��
Shiin��Louis�
Osgood��Morris�
Newberg��%��
Sallinger��M��
Racusin��-��
Rosenberg��-acob�(��
(pstein��-oseph
Smith��)��
Rabinowitz��+arry
$bels��Morris
$lpern��Sam
$shinsky��Morris
%onder��*eorge�
%roude��Solomon
%arnett��Morris
%arnett��+yman
%aseman��M�� -��
%ernstein��-oel
%erman��Paul�
%onn��,srael�
%ernstein��William�
%ram��$braham�
%arnett��-acob�
%reman��+arry�
%erlin�� ,��M��
%askind��Sam�
%agran��Louis�
%ecker��$�� W�
&ohen��-oel�'��
&aplan��Solomon�L�

'avis��$be
'avis��Saul
(lpern��+arry
(delstein��+arry
(delstein��-acob
(isner��%en
)inkelhor��L�� -��
)inkelhor��Max�
)einberg��Max�
)reedman��-acob�
)isher��-oseph�
)isher��,srael�
)ederman��,saac�
)reedman��+arris�
)ierman��-acob�
)einberg��-oseph�
)airman��+arry�
)inkelstein��-acob
i*oldstein��Manuel
*oldman��,saac
*oldstein��Kassel
*reen��Oscar
*ordon��Wolf
*ulande��S�
*insburg��S�� S�
*efsky��W�
*roginsky��+�
*insburg��N��
*rant��S��
*oldbloom��Mike
*reen��-��W�
*oldstrom��Morris�
*oldberg��Simon
*reenberg��-�
*raff��Morris
*oldman��Simon
*ordon��Louis
+arris��Samuel
+arris��Max
+arris��Philip
+ostein��Morris
+arris��&harles
+eller��+yman
+epner��-acob�
+orvitz�� K�
+irsh��'avid
+arris��Mrs��Morris�+�
+orn��-acob
-acobson�� ,,�
Kaplan��+arry
Kaplan��Louis�
Kaufman��+enry�
Kowalsky��-oseph�
Kramer��,ke

Sheinberg��%enjamin
Shapera��-acob
Supovitz��Michael
Skirboll��+arry�)�
Skirboll��Louis
Sable��+arry
Shupp��Louis�
Siegel��Kassel�
Shapira��S��
Solomon��Louis�
Sacks��Sam�
Slone��Oscar�
Sloan��&harles�
Smolovitz�� ���
Simon��,ke�
Slone��&arl�
Sukolsky��M��
Sniff��� M��
Somach��Morris
Singer��)�
Selker��Morris
Seadler��Rebecca
Samuels��$be�%�
Simon��Morris
Shapiro��$lex
Stoop��-acob
Turets��%�
Tobias�� -oseph
Tapley��+arry�
Trotsky��,sadore�
Tisherman��Samuel
Williams��M��
Whitman��M�
Whitman��(�
Yahr��Max
Zimmer��,srael
Zaron�� ,sadore
Zimmer��,,�� L�
Zimmer��$braham

%eth�-acob

$strov��%��
$mericus��%�
$mericus��+arry
$mericus��Louis�
$mericus��Phillip
$bramovitz��$dolf�
$brams��,,�
$mdur��Max
$bramovitz��,��
$brams��&h��
$mdursky��L��
$renson��N�

Levite��$braham�� Rev�� $b™msu* �
London��$��
Lanson��M�
Levy��-acob�
Levy��-acob�
Levine��$be�
Lewis��,�� $��
Levy��%��
Levine��S�
Levy��Morris�
Leventon��$��
Lapiduss��Max�
Langer��Max�
Luterman��-��M��
Luterman��M�� '��
Little��Louis�
Lewis��$be�
Levenson��%�� T��
Landau��-oseph�
Lipsitz��$be�
Lubetz��%ennie
Meyers��Mendel
Morris��+arry�
Marcus��$aron�
Marcus��-oseph��(sq��
Meyers�� -acob�
Mankin��-udah�
Marks��Sam�
Mazefsky��Morris�
Mintz��Mrs�� -ennis
Neiman��%ennie�
Neaman��+arry� ,�
Neaman��%�
Nathan��+arry�$�
Pearlman��-ulius
Parnes��+arry�P��
Parnes��-oseph�W�
Peckett��$�
Popkin��)rank
Pollock��Reuben�
Popkins��Louis�*�� m�olQa��^�^^

��$maur��li��
$dler��Solomon
$mdur��)rank�
$mdursky��,,��
$nolek��'��
$vner��Sam�
$ngel��+arry�
$mdur��Nathan
%armen��S��
%arach�� Z��
%roida��M�� L��
%roida��-�� -��
%ernstein��M�� ,��
%aiter�� R��
%ardien��$��
%erman��-��
%albersky��S��
%roida��Morris�
%erman��Sam�
%achrach�� ,,��
%erman�� P��
%erlin��+arry
%arkover��-oseph�
%ecker��W��
%erman��$��
%aiter��L��
hsioom��-acob�
%aiter��%ennie�
%erkovitz��(��
%anish��Morris
%eeson�� ,,��
%aker��$�
%alls��S�
%enenitzky��$�
%rookner�� Sam
%roida��-��
%ernstein��Sam
%roida��P��N�
%ernstein��%�
%lom��$��
%ernstein��Wm�

Reichbaum��$braham� &ohen��-acob�
Rosenfeld��N�� &ohen��-ames�
Rosengold��-�� &ohen��Samuel�
Rosenberg��Max� &ohen��-��
Ress��$be� &aplan��M�� $��
Reichbaum��Zelig� &ohen��%enj��+��
Rosenthal��%�� &ohen��-oseph�
Ruttenberg��-oseph� &ohen��,��
Ratner��Louis� &antor��Sol�
Rosenbloom��Michael� &ohen��,saac�
Rosenberg��William� &ohen��+arry�
Rosenberg��Nathan� &aplan��L�

&ooper��Sam� Raffel��-acob�
&ooper��%enj��+��� (sq�Rubinovitz��,srael
&ohen��S�� -�
&ohen��+arry�
&ohen��-ulius
&ohen��Rubin
&ohen��Morris
&ohen��,srael
'avis��&harles
'avis��Mrs��%arnett

Robbins��Simon�S�
Rosenthal��M��
Rubinovitz��+�
Raffel��$be
Rader��$be
Rubin��S��W�
Rein��$braham
Radbord��-ulius

&aplan��Myer�
&ohen��+arry
&lovsky��$�� S�
&ohen��Morris�
&ohen�� S�
&ohen�� Sam
&ohen��Max
&ohen��S�� R�
&ohen��N�
&ohen�� ,�

&aplan��'avid�
&aplan��$��
&ohen��-os��
'avis��-��
'orfman��+arry�
'avidson��Ruben�
'anenberg��$��
'avidson�� ,,��
'ickler��+arry�
'ickler�� ,��
'ickler��Moses�
'enmark��Samuel�
'avis�� ,sadora�
%askin��$��
%ernstein��,sadore

(delstein��L�
Knelow��M�
(liashoiT��$�
(pstein��Max
(pstein��Leo
(pclberg��%�
(isenberg��Louis
(pstuin�� Louis
*crber��-acob
)riedberg�� S�
)riedman��M�
)eldmau��Max
)riedberg��M�� L�
)riedman��L�
-�)arbcr
)ramcr��P�
)icrsl��'avid
)inkelstein��-acob
)inkelstein��P�
)inkelstein��+yman� Leibovuz��Max
)riedman��Samuel� 
�ewis��M�

Kramer��Wm�
Kann��$�� ,�
Kann��Max
Kanel��-�
Klebansky��K�
Kopehnan��,,�
Kalett��'r�� ,,�� -�
Kaufman��%�� %�
Kirshenbaum��$braham
Kamin�� Samuel
Lando��-acob
Levy�� ,,�
Levin��S�� M�
Levin��R�
Levenson�� ,�
Levin��+�
Levin��%�
Levin��+arry
Lipsitz��-�
Lipsitz��M�
Lipsitz�� ,,�
Leventon��Max
Levin�� -�
London��(li
Lazier�� -�
Levin��$�
Levite�� -�� L�
Levin��Phillip
Levin��Morris
Levin��Louis
Liptz��$lex
Lubitz��S�
Levittc��-�
Levinson��%�
Liptz��Morris

•�,N� APPRECIATION of your services during the past year. Wit, 
your assistance this organization was able to carry on," read captioi 
for this 1936 picture given the Beth Jacob congregation by Lechun 

Aniyum Society (Bread for the Poor).
Spokane��$��
Smith��Samuel�
Schwartz��-oseph�
Schwartz��$��
Sandier��-��
Siff��+�
Schoenfeld��$��
Schwartz��R��
Shankovitz��M��
Szeinbach��+��
Slifkin��+arry�
Silverstein��S��
Silverman��Victor��
Shachnuf��Rubin 
Sheer��W��
Spokane�&h��
Silver��+arry�
Schaffer��L��
Sasler��%enj��
Steel��,srael�
Tomashevsky��-��
Tannenbaum��-��
Novak�� *��

•�Nathan��,��
Neistein��+��
Rosenberg��$be�
Osgood��'�� S��
Orlansky��Samuel�
Price��M��
Pikovsky��M��
Phillips��L��
Pratt��$��
Parker��Max�
Parker�� ,srael�
Perlstein��Morris�
Persky��-��
Pearle��*��
Pittler��+arry�
Pasakof��S��
Pratt��'avid�
Talles��M��

Pollack��Ruben�
Persky��Max�
Simon��
$��
Sambol��Sam�
Rosenberg��K��
Sach��Simon� �Living��
Rosenberg��S��
Rogalsky��S�� -��
Ruttenberg��L��
llogow��-��
Racusin��,��
Rubin�� L�
Rabinovitz�� ,,��
Rosenberg��'avid�
Rogow��S��
Rogow�� ,��
Rosenberg��'avid�
Rudin��&��
Rosen�N��
Ryave��+erman�
Rosenkrance��%��
Robinson��-acob�
Rubin��M��
Rabinovitz��$��
Ryave��'��
Rosenthal��-��
Rothstein��-��
Reba��M��
Rubinstein��W��
Ruttenberg��+arry�
Rosenthal��*eorge�
Rosenbloom��Louis�
Ryave��,��
Rosen��Samuel�
Rudin�� Sam�
Pearlman��+erman�
Rein��$�� S��
Opin�� S�
Weisberg��-acob�
Wilkoff��S��
Werner��M��
Wald��-ames�
Werner��%��
Weinstein��L��
Wolf��%��
Whitman��L��
Witt��+�� L��
Wilstein��*��
Winer��S��Wm��
Weitzen��)rank�
York��-�
Yossem��+erman�
York��Nathan

)riedberg��+arry�
)riedman��Sam�
)riedman��W��
)arber��Sam�
)isher��M��
)ine��$��
)riedberg��N��
*oldberg��Max�
*oldberg��%ennie�
*lick��W��
*olden�� S��
*oldstock��M��
*oldblum��M��
*i+
en�� ,�� L��� (sq��
*oldberg��(dw��
*elman��S��
*rusovik��-acob�
*oldstein��M�� ,��
*oldman��W��
*lasser�� ,��
*lasser��%arnett�
*lasser��-��
*oldberg��'avid�
*oldstock��$�� L��
*lazer��%arney�
*ershonovitz��K��
*rossman��Morris�
*oodman��S�� M��
*reeniield���,��
*oldberg��Sam�
M��*iffen�
*oldberg��%��
*erber��Phillip�
*olomb��Louis�
*oldman��S��
*oldstein��$��
*olden��$�� M��
+ytowitz��-��
+epner��-acob�
+offman��%��
+arris��N�� L��
+irshfield��%��
+ytovitz��Louis�
+orovitz��S�� $��
+urwitz��&h��
+irsh��-��
+orovitz��,��
�+arris��Roman

� Taksa��M�
Rubinstein��S�
-oseph��M�
*reenspan��S��+��
�Katz��-oseph�

Kamens��+�
Kelsky��%��
�Karnen��'r��P�

Ludin��Nathan�
Lebeau��'r�� S�� ,��
Lebeau��Morris�
Lipshitz�� $��
Ludin��&asper�
Leaner��,,�� M��
Levy��Sam�
Levinson��Max�
Levin�� S��
Lazier��Max�
Lipsitz�� Louis�
Lcwin�� L��
Lesser��L$��
Miller�����
Mervis��Louis�
Mezevitz��,���
Miller��,,�� -��
Malachovsky��-��
Mattes��-��
Maretzky�� -��
Miller��Samuel�
Mervis�� ,�� �
Minsky��$��
Margolis��-��
Melnick��Morris�
Marcus�� -acob�
Marcus�� L��
Miller��Samuel�
Miller��S�� +��
Mervis��-��
Markovitz��-��
Makler��Sam�
Marlin��+��
Mysels��+��
Miller��L�� +��
Magadof�� ,��
Marmins�T��
Slifkin�� L��
Sakolsky��$be�
Stewart��S��
Seminovsky��S��
Stern�� S��
Saklowsky��-��
Schwartz��L$��
Shacne�� ,��
Slonimsky��M��
Silverblatt��S��
Silverblatt��M�� L��
Silverblatt��,��
Soloff��Simon�
Solow��+��
Stern��'���
Sacks��M��
Shapiro��$��
Singer��N��
Scott��L��
Slutsky�� ,�
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Tradition in Transition
%(T+� +$M('R$S+� +$QO'OL� �� %(T+� -$&O%

(^.onareaation
+(� )ORM$L� '(',&$T,ON� (Chanukas Habayis) 
of� our� beautiful� new� synagogue� building� will� take�
place� on� Sunday�� -une����� ����� at� ����� P��M�

$n� impressive� program� has� been� arranged�

+ave� your� family� and� friends� join� you� at� this� assembly��
marking� the� re�establishment� of� the� old�new� %eth� +amedrash�
+agodol���%eth� -acob� &ongregation� in� the� heart� of� the� Lower�
+ill� Redevelopment� $rea�

%eth�+amedrash�+agodol�
����Washington�P,�

����� &OLW(LL� STR((T�
P,TTS%UR*+�� P$�� �����

Beth Jacob, on Townsend St.

M. A. Sanders, President 
Bernard Kaplan, Secretary

New Beth Hamedrash Hagodol—Beth Jacob, Colwell at�Magee�Street�„

Merchants 
Enlist For 
Fund Drive

Wholesale and retail mer- 
chants have enlisted in the*" 
drive to raise funds for the 
Beth Hamedrash Hagodol — 
Beth Jacob Synagogue.

+eaded� by� +erman� )eld��
man�� the� merchant
s�commit��
tee� includes�-acob�Wolk��-os��
eph� Spokane�� +erman� Lip��
shitz�� -erome� (dlis�� -acob�
)einberg�� &arl�Margolis��Mar��
tin� %rown� and� -oseph�Milch�

Others� helping�the�building�
fund� include� Murray� *old��
stein�� -ack� Kelson�� -ack� Kit��
man��Morris�%enkovitz��-acob�
$sh�� $be� Werner�� William�
Nesbit�� &arl� Wolk�� Nathan�
'arling�� %ennie� *oodstein��
+arold� )reid� and� %en� Sam��
uels�

Merchants in the downtown 
retail and Penn Avenue 
wholesale district, the uptown 
section and from the Hill Dis- 
trict are aiding the fund drive 
because all of them make fre- 
quent use of the synagogue 
facilities.

Mrs. Portno Remembers Wedding-Her Own!
By ALBERT W. BLOOM

Mrs�� Margaret� T�a�m�a�r�
$vner� Portno�sweeps� into�a�
room� with� regal� Victoria�
Regina� posture�� With� lady��
like� assurance� admits� to�
being� �closer� to� ��� than� to� ����
She� and� her� husband� (zzie� &��

Portno�have�memories�going�back�
into�the�history�of�the�%eth�+ame��
drash�+agodol�

"I well remember one wed- 
ding there," she quipped, "my 
own! It was in the synagogue 
on Washington Street and the 
date," she added with emphasis, 
"was March 24,1904 correspond- 
ing to Nisan 8, 5664."
$nd�she� hauled�out�the�yellow�

MR. AND MRS. EZZIE C. PORTNO
Memories (jo bad; into history of Beth Hamedrash Hagodol.

r _ _ — at*——[,ji*i* <»&«., A
�
�w��»�V�M��•�"«� ~,L f,af» Mr*« !,��f�-�™�
tMK<.u,tf;a«».c—*w»Wf>«*i^(*a.>;.*-

JifiluuiJXlA S.-tZjlvlC"Mtt—lt*v*:*'ff'-'** 
.*~uiaU}e^tc.'**K(i'M* tmqit> I4&**J

ing� scroll� to� prove� it�� There� it�
was�� the� �ksubah��� or� marriage�
contract�� one� copy�in�+ebrew�the�
other�in� (nglish�� both�intricately�
and� artistically� decorated�and�let��
tered�

Both bore the signature of 
the officiant, Rabbi A. M. (for 
Aaron Mordecai) Ashinsky, the 
venerable teacher, leader, -and 
man of progressive community 
ideas. Rabbi Ashinsky's "sig- 
nature" is on some of the most

viable community institution of 
this city.
�,� remember� even� earlier�� that�

my�sister�was�married�in�the�%eth�
+ame
drash�+agodol� in� �����
�,t�was� a� beautiful� place�� ,� re��

member� how� lovely� the� wood� of�
the� 
bimah
� and� the� +oly� $rk�
was� carved�� and� the� benches�� ,t�
was� 'iebold
s� Lumber� &ompany�
that� furnished� the� wood�� ,� be��
lieve��� �The� new� synagogue�
saved� the� $rk� and� �%imah�� and�
the� old� is� now� joined� with� the�
new��
�$nd� ,� remember�� too�� how�

one� year� when� ,� was� young�� ,�
tried� to� fast� on� Yom� Kippur�� but�
,� wasn
t� able� to� fast�� and� ,� felt�
so�badly��
�My� father� was� one� of� the�

founders� of� the� synagogue��
�'avid� $vner�� who� was� also� the�
father� of� Louis�$vner�� one� of� the�
�incorponitors�� of� %eth� Shalom�
&ongregation�in� Squirrel�+ill��

"My father had a kosher res- 
taurant, right around the cor- 
ner from Beth Hamedrash Hag- 
odo] on Washington Street, on 
the South Side of Fifth Ave- 
nue."
The� eating� place� was�known�as�

�$vner
s� Restaurant�� and� it�was�
a� meeting� place� for� men� of� the�
district�� and� an� orientation� point�
for� out�of�towners�� especially�
those� on� their� way� to� or� from

the�many� synagogues� in� the�+ill�
'istrict�� and� especially� %eth�
+amedrash� ,lagodol�� she� ex��
plained�

Mr�� and� Mrs�� Portno� for� many�
years� have� made� their�home�with�
then��daughter�and�son�in�law��'r��
and� Mrs�� $lbert�-��+yde�� in�%ald��
win� %orough�� and� recently� Mr�

Portno� was� admitted� to� the�-ew��
ish� +ome� and� +ospital� for� the�
$ged�
Mrs�� Portno
s� girl� and� young�

womanhood� memories� of� the�old�
%eth�,lamedrash�+agodol�ebb�and�
flow�

For instance, there was the 
impressive "big central chan- 
delier," and the combination 
gas and electric fixtures (no 
one fully trusted electricity in 
those days, hence the gas com- 
bination.) .
She� admires� her� father� as� a�

founder�of�an�important�commun��
ity� synagogue� and� �a� sort� of�
a� hero�� a� man� who� did� wonder��
ful� things� that� other�men�did�not�
want� to�do��
One� of� those�memories�was�the�

family� story� of� her� father
s� emi��
gration� adventure�� (vading� the�
Russian�Lithuanian� frontier�
guards��he�made�his�way�to� a�port�
to� come� to� fabled� $merica�� +e�
met� a� young� -ewish�woman�who�
was� headed� for� U�S��� too�� %ut�
her� ticket� was� on� a� sail� boat��

+e� told� her�� �You� can
t� go

on� a� sail� boat��� Then� he� gave�
her� his� ticket� and� took� hers��
She� went� on� his� ticket� on� the�
fast� steamship�� he� took� six�
weeks� to� come� to� $merica� by�
sailboat�
When� he� got� to� New� York�� he�

didn
t� like� 
the� long�� dank� tena��
ment� steps�� So�� he� came�to�Pitts��
burgh�� here� to� throw� his� lot� in�
with� the� rising� -ewish� commun��
ity�and�its�Pittsburgh�history�
Mrs�� Portno� was� the� third� of�

seven� children�� �&hildren� listen��
ed� to� their� parents�more�in�those�
day���she�believes�
When� the� %eth� +amedrash�

+agodol� opened� in� ����� at� its�
Washington� Street� site� she� re��
called� the�parade�with�the�Torahs�
through�the� streets� to� �new�old��
%eth�+amedrash�+agodol�
Only�a�short�distance�away�from�

that� site� is� the� �new�new�� %eth�
+amedrash�+agodol—%eth� -acob�
synagogue�� which� will� be� dedi��
cated� at� �� p�m�� Sunday� amid� the�
memories� of� Mrs��Portno�and�the�
thinning� ranks� of� those� like� her�
who�remember�the�old�days�

)ill�out�the�&oupon�and�Mail�Today

Memorial�Nameplate�
�����Minimum�(ach

%(T+� +$M('R$S+� +$*O'OL�—�%(T+� -$&O%� &ON*R(*$T,ON
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�� 
� Pittsburgh��Pennsylvania������

You� are� hereby�authorized�to� furnish�and�maintain�permanently� on� your� ,lluminated� %ronze�
Memorial�Tablet�� a� solid�bronze�nameplate� in�memory�of��
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,t� is� understood� that� each� year�on�the�Yahrzeit� of� the� departed�� and� on� other� proper� occa��
sions�according�to�-ewish�&ustom��a� light�will� be� kindled� at� the� nameplate� and� that� a� Memorial�
Prayer�will�be� said�
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