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PROFILE OF OUR RAB81
By Sally Biales Naft

Dr. Herman Hailperin standing beside his painting presented by the 
Tree of Life Confirmation Class of 1951

A moving and historic event 
took place in the Tree of Life Con­ 
gregation on February 3, when the 
Congregation at its annual meet­ 
ing arose in ovation, to express 
honor and esteem for their Rabbi, 
Dr. Herman Hailperin, by a un­ 
animous vote electing him for life 
tenure. By that act, the chronicles 
of thirty years of devotion and 
selfless service to the Congregation 
and the community were recalled.

In September of 1921 at the" age 
of twenty-one, when most young 
men are in the embryonic stage 
of career selection, Rabbi Hailperin, 
still a student at the Theological 
Seminary of America, was appoint­ 
ed by the Tree of Life Board of 
Trustees. Commuting every week 
from New York, Rabbi Hailperin 
conducted services at the Tree of 
Life Synagogue on Craft Avenue, 
when Oakland was the hub and 
center of Jewish population and 
activity.

So young, yet so full of intellec­ 
tual promise, he captured the 
hearts and minds of the Congrega­ 
tion and in March 1922, before his 
graduation from the Seminary, he 
was elected Rabbi. Unanimity fol­ 
lows the Rabbi, for the records re­ 
late at the time of his initial elec^ 
tion, one woman expressed doubt 
because she thought the Rabbi's 
extreme youth would not fit in 
with the background of a Congre­ 
gation so old. Reassured by the late, 
revered Sexton, Mr. Abraham Gold- 
stein, and the sagacious, late Pres­ 
ident, Mr. Sol Rosenbloom, that 
Rabbi Hailperin's rabbinical line­ 
age and his faculties for knowledge 
would overcome his lack of years, 
the enlightened lady withdrew her 
objection and his election was de­ 
clared unanimous.

Through the years, Rabbi Hail­ 
perin's indefatigable devotion to 
study, his love for learning, his 
outstanding reputation for teach­ 
ing has assumed proportions of 
great stature. His philosophy "If

a Rabbi possesses strong scholar­ 
ship, whatever else he does is 
strengthened by it", is the tenet by 
which he lives and serves.

As instructor in the Department 
of History in the University of 
Pittsburgh he received his Ph.D. 
from that institution in 1933. Rab­ 
bi Hailperin has been Professor of 
Jewish History at Duquesne Uni­ 
versity and served a number of 
years as Director of the College of 
Jewish Studies at the YM and 
YWHA. His intense interest and 
concentrated University activities 
did not restrict his participation 
in communal projects throughout 
his rabbinic career. He served as 
secretary of the United Jewish 
Fund in Pittsburgh, as chairman of 
the United Palestine Appeal, and 
devoted many years of activity in 
the Zionist Organization of Am­ 
erica.

Scholar, lecturer, author, teacher, 
he has never permitted himself to 
become cloistered from the human 
touch. The courage and love he 
has evoked in the hearts of the ill, 
the troubled, and the bereaved is 
the greatest testimonial to the hu- 
manness of a unique personality.

He .is a builder who dreamed with 
the past president, Mr. Charles 
Rosenblopm, the dream of a new 
Tree of Life Building which is now 
nearing completion on Shady and 
Wilkins Avenues. Though deeply 
conscious of all things beautiful, be 
they God-created or man-inspired, 
Dr. Hailperin is not too greatly con­ 
cerned with the architectural sym­ 
metry of the new Tree of Life 
building. He envisions the history 
of our living Judaism that will take 
place within.

His free spirit labors to add many 
layers of beauty upon the founda­ 
tion of Jewish tradition and he 
calls upon all his people to join 
with him, for "in the sphere of 
spiritual things, the more who dig- 
the better."
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EMANTJEL SPECTOR 

1897 — 1952
The leaves will bloom and fade many times over before 

this cemmunity becomes fully reconciled to the fact that Manny 
Spector is gone. For you just don't take in stride the loss of a 
person of Manny's deep sense of human kindness, his incredible 
dynamism and his humility. He was the uncommon mixture of 
uncommon impulses which are rarely invested by God in man. 
When someone once referred to him as the "conscience of the 
community," there was not the faintest murmur of protest. 
Because all who knew him personally or only by deed felt the 
impact of his unquenchable thirst for doing.

Thumb through the record of Manny's devoted service to 
his neighbor and you will find no benevolent purpose which did 
not have his blessing. The melodies of the heart were familiar 
music to him. From the moment he set foot on what to him was 
the hallowed soil of America, he dedicated himself to a life of 
broad human sympathy. That life he faithfully followed until 
the very day his final illness overtook and removed him from us.

This is not the hour for reviewing the details of Manny's 
astonishing career of helping and healing. Those facts, like the 
hills, will remain to challenge the years. Rather is it the hour of 
acknowledgment, of mutely honoring a memory that is etched in 
love and understanding and sacrifice.

It is the hour of silent tribute to a friend whose counterpart 
does not often pass our way.

That's as it is meant to be, perhaps, so that those who long 
come after us may still revere the image of a man whose feet 
trod the good earth whilst his head brushed against the stars.
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rpef From Abroad
We are proud to announce our appointment as distributors of this famed "Continental" carpet. Extravagantly beautiful yet thriftily priced is this imported carpeting of fine Wilton weave, first quality Virgin wool. In decorator colors ... 9, 12 and 15-foot widths.

Priced from 
$9.95 sq. yd.

Expert Installation. 
Ask about smooth- 
edge tackless wall- 
to - wall carpet in­ 
stallation.
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X. FLOOR COVERINGy SPECIALISTS
113-115 WOOD ST.; COR. BLVD. OF ALLIES

EAST LIBERTY STORE   6208 BEOAD ST.


