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I was born the sixteenth day of April, 1819, or
on the ai&th day of Passover, which day I aslways celebrated
&8 my bir .

Fs ™ (et ERIREEE fomeab ;. Senihels.nenr Deg.

& As early as ten years of age I was put to work to

¥ éarn my living, bringing fish from Hasfort which was four

o stunden (Cerman distance measure) from my village, and must
| return by daylight, and often carried 80 to 100 fish, on

| which I earned two to three kremtzer.

When I was thirteen years old I went with my
5’ Father to market and Messen (fairs) to sell goods, At the
| age of fourteen I was arrested by police and was takenm to
| the magistrate at "Ehren" and was sentenced three dgys to
| Jeil on bread and water because I had not started to learn
- a trade.

After this I was apprenticed to a shoemaker. I
wag there two weeks when my master gave me a pair of gtinke
t—i ing boots to mend. I threw the boots down and said "if the

a1 farmers want their boots mended they should do it themselves"™,
‘d and thereupon ren away,
:1

: I then apprenticed for three years to Solomon Selig,
Sﬁ Schweinfurt, as cotton goods weaver, for which my Father
peid 30 gulden for tuition. After completion I remeined with
my master six months a8 journeyman weaver.

When I started to travel to the larger cities of
Bavaria and worked es Journeyman, the first place employed
was in Bieberich near Wuertzburg by & christian with whom I
hed lodging, but ate my meals with Jews,

. I did not work on Saturdays, and ususlly had my
dinner with a Mr, Adler, who later went to Philadelphia and
became President of Rodef Shalom Congregation in that city.

After working in Bieberich one year, 1 started out

[ to travel as "Handwerksbush" and secured employment with Aaron
| Hess in Hallevich (?). After six months, Aschaffenburg, Frank-
| furt, Meins, Worms, Darmstadt, Manheim, Heidelberg, Landau,

Speir and meny smaller towms and villages.,

8t my trade. In all my travel I aid not eat
"Irefe" (nw—w%?c» ritual), and was in excellent heslth.
Again I worked at my trade in Edencohn, Rhein-rfalts
with a ghristian and sgein had my meals with Jews, After six
months I began to think of Journeying to blessed America -
going home to sey good-bye to my parents and broth/e;-)ana sister.

After leaving home, I set out for Wuertzburg where
I had left my "Wanderbuch" (travellng book) with the police,
who wrote in it permission to return to Edecobern with instrue-
tions that 1f I went farther to take the book and return it to
Wuertzburg and to arrest me.

g ~1 saved more momey out of my earnings this way then
if I had worked
|
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I went to Landau which is in Rhein Bavaria where
I had a cousin by the name of Abreham Frank. I told him I x
wanted to go to Weisemberg in France (Lorain)., I showed him i
my "Wunderbueh", but he said he thought he could arrange it L
with the stage driver so that I would have no trouble. The
driver put my "Wunderbuch" (traveling pack) in his fodder bag,
and when we reached the border, said to the officer "that I
was & Weisburger" and he let me pass without further trouble.

On erriving at We B :
the ship's sgent and procured a ps contract from Havre
New York. Then journeying to Strassburg, Metz, Paris, where
I remained three dpys, to Havre, going diractly to ships
office, was informed thet the ship had not yet arrived and
that it would be thirty days. This was sad news for me, as
French was only spoken and I did mot understand it, and any-
way had not calculated in the delay and did not have enough
money to wait so long. I took lodging where I paid 15 sue,
about 24¢ for sleeping only without food.

I wandered about, finally discovering a store
where German was spoken and went in, which proved to be &
hardware establishment. I asked for the propriéésr and told
him my predicament, He gave me credit for knives, forks and
spoons, and I was to pay him every night for my sales, which
I 414, and thereby earned My lodging and meals, also enough
to purchase zwiback, wine, coffee and tobacco and other
necessary things for the ships journey. The proprieter
wanted m;’ to remain -v.vét:.l;i:‘ and promised th;t I would hav
America France, ‘had it “been that I had peid my
ships fare, I would have lihlﬂuimt in Havre.

The ship, The Great Eagle, & large sailing vessel
sailed at end of thirty days. I was on the ship only one
hour when I became violently sea-sick, which lssted three
days, during which I wished many times that I had remained
in Havre. I was quite well during the remainder of the jour-
ngzo which was forty-nine days, landing in New York on May lst,
1840,

Here again I had a cousin living by the name of

Frank, I hunted him up and remained with him over
night, He loaned me three dollars with which to reach Phila-
delphia where my step-brother, Philip Prank, lived. He was a
shoemaker and had seversl journeymen working for him. He had
a nice business but was & poor manager, and his wife could
spend more than three men could earn. He had his start
bzd pmlmg‘:ouhuun and had about four do; . worth of
odds and e: IW.., h he gave e
I remained in Philadelphia seven weeks snd pnﬂhain: {onal
goods each day; pald my lodging three dollsrs per week to my
gister-in-law. She did not want to accept it, but I told her
I came to America to earn my own living, and if she did not
take it, I would go to & boarding house.

During these weeks I made the acquaintance and pur- ‘J{
chased goods from Blum & Simpson who Bave me credit for goods
to the extent of §100.00 to go peddling out of the city., I
peddled in Lancaster County one year and sent my parents seven 4
hundred ($700,00) dollars for them and my sister Babet amnd

brother Moses to come to America with. They came, but my H
sainted Mother lived only six months after arrival, - .ﬁ
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Before the family came, I had gone in partnershi
with David Strasburger in xngor;. Oarrois. cm’ay? 0. 'horcp
we kept store and "Bajfchelor Hall" for a time, when Strasburger ‘
married, and we moved to Franklin, Harrison County. 1

As was my custom to purchase goods, I made & journe
to Philadelphia, traveling by steamer From S’Zeubenvillojto 4
Pittsburgh, then by stage to Harrisburg. During the trip my

boots hurt me and feet were swollen, so I took th 2
and slso umﬁmqumn% e
arrived at sburg for breakfast, I carrying my boots,amd 4

hatless,

On the train from Philadelphia sat a young man who,
no doubt, observing that I was a follower of Abrahem, moved
next to me, and during conversation covering many subjects, J
he said he could scarcely await the train's arrivel in Lan-
caster, as he had been married six weeks before and had been
awey Beveral weeks. s
DREYEWS ) | *
I told him that if I could meet a desirable girl,
I would like to merry slso. He said *if I would stop at i
Lencaster he would introduce me to his wife's cousin who was (&
living with them, and that he knew she would make a good wife. y
(The man, Uncle’é—#umt Deyfese)-i+W:F. I permitted myself to !
be persuaded and etopped over at Lencaster for one night; pur- 1
chesed & hat and went with my new friend to his home to see
the girl, who seemed to suit me. ;

Next xmmxn:zw_ with me v
her brother lph:& Wormser., They had one mx;‘ew.%h ‘name
of lzz;nh. a "Rabbi™ in Philadelphia, of whom I made some in-
quiries. .

On arriving at my brother's home, my sister-in-law
congratulated me on my engagement, I told her I knew of no -
engagement. She said she had met & man by the name of Katzen- g
stein who told her %o tell me that his sister (my bride) had
arrived from Germeny in New York, and that when I came, to tell ' |
me to go to New York to marry her, if I met with his approval. I |
I told her I knew nothing of the affair and would not go to New | *
York, but that I had other ideas and that I had seen a young
lady in Lancaster who suited me and I think I can get her.

[
[~ Ra-spava

As it wes Roshy-Sheme, I attended the Synagogue Where [
I met Wormser also. After service he invited me snd we want to J
a saloon for & glass of beer. In the course of conversation he |
asked me "vhnttc;. you think o::-v “:unrri‘ I nul"l had :40 &
inguiries abou r and that would have me, I X
willing o marry her"., He said "he made imﬂ?gl»
me and that they were satisfactory, and believed that if I would F
write to his sister, that she would accept me". |

I wrote & letter in thst ssloon. What it wes, I am ‘

o

too modest to say, as I had never written 2 love letter before,

as I was 23 years old and had to provide a living since my

tenth year. No love affeirs entered my mind. I received an

answer the following day, and to my great luck the answer was

favorable., Fourteen days later Uncle Rauh married us on Oct. :

18th, 1843 at Lancaster, Pa., - Pauline Wormser to Williem Frank. f :
When we arrived at Franklin, Mr, Strasburger came to 3

the carriage. I introduced him saying "this is my Wife". He f 1

said he thought there was something of that kind taking place, | -
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a8 I had remained away 80 long. As we ontered the room, I
said to Mrs, Strasburger "this is my Wife", and she gaid
Dut it is not my sister. ¥We had weithen o Thiladelphia
that you shoula bring my sister", I saig "I had not received
such a letter",

A few days later I met a lawyer who said tha ny
partn;;iwmt.d to sue me for breagh promise for n

baf T bord arn inlews The
me", 80 he said thav Stresburger should marry her h: 12,

After we had been home sometime, I left at times
to peddle, as I was well aoquainted and coul'.d dispose of con-
slderable merchandise, and dnrj.nsugx absence, my Wife went
into the store and was o sugoess saleslady, but on return-
ing one time she said she would not tend store unless I was
at home, ss she did not get along with Mr, Strasburger gome
plaining, When she said to s customer the price wes 187, he
said it was 20, and other complaints, 414 not blame her,
but asked her to weit until we had paid our debts, then T
would meke short work of the rartnership,

One day Strasburger said to me"you married a
fine lady, but she would not attend sales any more." I told
him she was right, ac he disputed her sales, and was otherwise
disagreeable.

fatten. On if&n i%‘ soon after Mr, Sf rger
Imocked loudly at our door and said "Frank get up we will kill
the geese today". I sald "they are mnot fat yet and we bought
them for that purpose”, He said "you can keep yours and charge
yourself with & bushel of corn they eat". This riled me, and
I said "I know of a better thing to do". "What" says he. I
sald "we will *ki11v partnership, then you ecan kill your geese
when you want to and I can do likewise"™., He asked mo if I was
in earnest, and I assured him I was,.

Inasmuch a8 he hed married a year before, and all
éxpense was ghared in common; and you want to charge me with
& bushel of corn costing 18¢% ™Hell" he 8a81d,"'1f you are in
earnest, we will get at it at once". We agreed that we would
divide anything that was dividasble and the things not so, we
would draw lots, which we reduced to writing. We carried
out this plan until it ceme to the sign "Stresburger & Frank"
which hed cost two dollars. I se d he could have my half for

od all au;&- will ﬁ!ﬂn

s he getting St

From Franklin we moved to Jefferson, Harrison
County, and opened a store there in the Spring, end here our

|14//Eyman was born. The second Swmer thers we Were visited by a

0 man the name of Hart, We took & ride in the afternoon,
:n:‘sh.n w:wnu near his hoge, our horse took fright and
‘threw us out of the buggy, and my wife had her srm broken. It
was quite serious, and she was laid up two months, and a month
later our second son Ephrism was born.

In March 1846 we moved to Pitteburgh, We were
there but six months when Ephriam died and we buried him in

~the Troy Hil1 Cemetery which Mr, Strasburger, Emamuel Reis
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and I had recently purchased for the congregation ™ [
of which we were the earliest members; 1% being the first Jew-
ish congregation in Pit ::gh. Later when the eo regation
begcame mixed and Mr, VWm, 4 0ld (1854) was the rea er, the
Polanders wanted a reader from Baltimore who had a wife and
c¢hildren in Poland, and we wanted to retain Mr., Armhold,

I resigned as a member then Wormser, Strasbur X,
Gellinger, Meye: Y x e had — v
new o -l & Llom - Peace), .
inasmuch as we desired peace. We retained Wr. Armhol until
after the dedication of our Temple in Haneock St. in 1861, We
had previously engaged Josiah Cohen as an English Teacher, I
wes President of the Temple when 1t was dedicated. i

|
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Our son Martin died when one year old, 1850, and is | d

buried in Troy Hill Cemetery as is also a 8tillborn child, |

In 1847 Louis Jaraslowsky and I started the Hebrew | n\
Benevolent Societ and it has been kept up under that neme
until this day. hather was active in its effairs and worked
for membership until he died, Sept. 224, 189%) .\viwa

Immediately on arriving in Pittsburgh, I rented a j'
store on Market St. between 34 and 4th Aves. where Mother )
assisted to good advantage for several years, when our grow-
ing femily claimed all her time,

We moved from over the store to Third Ave.,then to #/
20 Second Ave. and in 1 moved to mw =
were then living Hymen, Samuel, Julia, Abraham Issac, and
from this home were married in 1879 Hymsn to Bertha Elitz of
Detroit, Julia to Moses Oppenheimer of Pittsburgh, Samuel to
Ettie Klein of Kittanning in 1870, Issac to Tinnie Klee 1883,
Abrahem to Anna Ohlman of Meadville in 1884, We lived in
this home until the Fall of 1884, moving %0, 5%, Allegheny
(where Mother died, Des, B8th, 1910) o =t /

Wormser and I were partners for 19 years as drygoods
merchants and glass menufacturers, The works were built at
Frankstown which was named after me, in 1858, I contimued in
the glass business with sons Hymen, Sem & Abe until 1876 when :
the factory burned and was not rebuilt, |

The foregoing I wrote after my 70th birth on the
J8nrzeit of my sainted Mother who was only 56 years old when
she died, My Father died at 84, Was outlived his third
wife, Mother of Henrietts (Mrs. Lowenstein of ladelphia)
and Julia, both dead.

“locusy

On July 234, 1889 we met with a great sorrow in
the death by accident of our beloved Nannie daughter of our i
children Moses and Julis, and of all our children or acquaine |
tances she was the lovliest and most promising child that I )
had known. When she grow older, was loved by all, young and [
old, as she was & good soulj very friendly to every ome - rich ) W
or poor, and was very chariteble, quiet and unostentatious. I

%9 _he;

It was always a pleasure)to be giving. She had & &
large funeral; the service being conducted by Dr. Mayer who | |
spoke very feelingly, desoribing her as she was. Peace to B 1
her soul. ’






