THE SBECOKD PART \

Onse incidence in our life was very funny but might have been very
serious. This ds what happered. We were just through With our dinner, I
was W ithout & maid at that time so mother and I were .'m the kitchen washing
up the dishee. Pe was still in the dining room pleying With the children.
Just then he heard & scraping et ‘t.he; front door. He went to the door

G Mtn l"*o O dThN Y pavne.
and found & menfstanding there who asked if seme—wFn lived+here. My husband
said no, he knew no one by that neme so he turned to me @sking if I knew
any one by that names, I had come out of my kitchen by that time. I eaid

no, I did not any one by that name but & he¢would inquire of my
Wo %«J

'g,o—wd-
neighbor theyheve boarders a-n&-—ho—-m&gh'trq.m_thwe. Just then I looked

into my parlor end there 1 sew a men. My expression must have warned my

husband for he turned and saw that men also. Well, he did & very brave but

foolish thing. He got hold of the two wen and said, " I will hold you

two men until I find out what you were doing in my house." The childrenw
bt Qe

raised sugls & howl tlEt—it—pede—us-ail—very TISFVoUE. These men said, " For
God'e sake, meke those children quit*, Qt the same tim%reachﬁé to, hie olay Lo e

back pocket for hie pietol. My husband o At VP J"Here, Annie, oY’ Yela s,
hold this men while I attend to the other oms." There I was holding the
one robber while my husband gave one blow to th; other mes—which laid
him out fl at. NpetSer h\other yin the mean time called out for help. Our
next door neighbor, &n Irishmen, Pat Rooney by neme, came in to help us.
Well, Pat and my husband took the t;lo men to the patrol box and had these
t¥o0 mwen locked upe The next déy it 8ll came \out in the pepers that mnot
only &;‘\Mr. Devie catchimg two thieves in ewr house, but that Mrs. Davie
Wap &xywe & breve women because she helped her husband by holding the one

aae while Mr. Davie attended to the other. They were really experienced
ke

thieves because we found a bottle of chloroform on our hall tree and in the
‘ N
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station. On being searched,two revolvers were found on them. That night
W s ptiuat ) G
I took sick with & nervoue chill end was sick for about & weeky We
received meny letters from our out~-of-town friends and associstes commending
ue on our bravery, but advising us not to be so brave again. One of the
%y'“ quite younge. The next day hie old mother and father came to ue
‘.uuuau‘-
asking Pa not to proeecute his case againet him es he was sedekl very young
M W
Bt he into bad company. Pa promised these old people that he wo uld
C Vb e
not prees his caee and he did not. Heewas sent sy to & reform school
for ebout a year but the other one got three years bece use he wes a noted

burgler and was caught red-handed.




¥hile living on Washington 8treet, there assuming the response ibility

of conducting my home, taking care of my children, my dewr mother and
LW T W

doing verious thinge for my friends and neighbore, edav my Shule, I was
aeked by my doctor's wife, Mrs. Albart Blumberg, to become 8 member of
the Columbie Council of Jewish Women. 4ib~&e now¥ called the Council of
Joewish Women. I felt thaéa;;: one erganization that should be supported
by ell Jewieh women. I used‘to ettend the meetings Which were tien held
in the old Temple on Ninth Stréet. I beca me very active and was soon
placed on different committees. Very soon Iwas esked to write a paper on
the Jewish Holideye, their meanings, ocustome and usages. I had been
to & number of meetinge and the papers that were read Were so Wishy-washy
that I was not efraid to write auchua peper. But I really did not know
whet I had undertaken. Ho ever, I 4id my beet. I had my paper reedy
by the time of the meeting. ¥ must-exytimt I wrote owk my paper, but
I must confess that I had my son Allen polish it up. It was a good paper =
I knew it wae good. After a brief husiness seseion, the cheirmen called
on me to read my paper. I looked around and eaw a hall full of people,
many were my ifriénds but a greater mumber were women Whom I knew only
from the Council. Well, my paper caused quite a commotion. The chair=-
mn aeked for remarks and it seemed that everybody wanted to speak, to
say something. They though it was (Pwonderful~pa—per They discussed
it fromevery angle. The peper seemed to have opened up their minde and
~their memories. The things they said were pathetic, some very foollsh,
some very ignorent. One la dy remarked on the Blessing of the Sabbath
lighte~quradhor candles. Bhe remember how her mother wo uld put on &
fine kerchief on her head before ehe 1it and blessed the candles. Another

womwan Beid that she knew she should light the lights but did hot know how,
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80 she Would light one candle and tell her two children that thet was the

Sabbath light. I was surpriesed at her telling such & thing for she was the

firet generation born in America. Her mother came from the old country "’ A

and she should have known better. I was greatly disappointed in her for
she was a brilliant women. Another remarked on the Pesesch 8eder; another

remarked on the metzos, another on the shaffer on the Yom Kippor. Every=-

body hed something to say on that wonderful paper. In closing the reummrks, '

the president asked me to olose the paper. I said, "Ladies, I fesl that
our Reform brethern will eome day take back a1l they‘have given up." Just
‘then & Mre. Rosena&erg asked me for my paper’ to show to Rabbi Levy. I was
frightened. I said, " Oh, my paper is not good enough for the Rebbi." But
she insisted so I gavé her the paper. I have read this paper over no‘; 80
long ago, after forty years. I must say that my ppophecy was good, for
today we see our Reform pulpit more &nd more religious. They &re now
teaching the Hebrew in the Sundey Schools and they will bring back all

the old traditional customs and ueeges, and the Orthodox ﬁill find they
cam be &8s frum and religious here in America as they were in their homes
in the old country. Mre. Hugo Rosenberg, who really was the founder of
the Oouncil, said to me, " Mre. Davis, you surely are not an Orthodox,

are you!" "Yes, I am, IQbélong to the Beth Hamedueh Hagodal Shule."

"Oh, butayo; can't be, you are 8o progressive.! I laughed and aaid,:"I
aon‘t see what my religious affiliations heve ';o do With keeping me ba ok
'fro;n progress.” " But there are not meny like you, are there}" * Oh yes,
thex;e aro. Th; t;ouble is you do not know them so you think t;ntﬁif one
ie Orthodox one must be either ignorant or wild or poor and unkempt®. I
named & number of my friends 1o her. Bhe then admitted that the prejudice

of one Jew mgainet anotherdew is greater than that of the non-Jew just
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because they do not know their own people. MWell, you are different, Mre.
Davie.\ I know you ares" I thought that myﬁe I ema 1ittle different.

I bad many friende amo;xg my non-Jewish people, both rich and poor. I
remembef ¥vhen I wee a little girl we had some very well-te-do friends,

& whole family, Mr. anddre. Gormly. They lived in what is now Crafton.
They hed a family of children, R Gormly and Annie Gormly who married
very well, a Mr. Wittengale. Thejy liked ue very well and would h;a.ve us
come to their home. Grandpe Gormly would meet us at the foot of the hill

with & buggy after we got off the street car - horse cers they were then.

Grandpa alwaye had & great laugh et us. He would teamee use saying, "Oh, ma,

you should have seen Rachel and Annie hang around my neck". If we did not
hang on to grendpa, we would have fallen out of tiet old l;ug;gy of his. We
always had to have supper with them. °* Now children, don't be afraid to
eat, everything is made with butter." ‘Sure enough there was no meat at
any meal when we were there. I kept‘up my friendehip with one of the
daughters long after I was married. Besides, Iwes alwaye very friendly
with & family of Mre. Young, Mrs. Flack, Mre. Kelly, Mrs. Pete McGee
and Mre. Pete O'neil and- many others. I think that it ie good to be
friend’l,y with other kinde of people. Qne gets another view of life. I
could tell meny stories about my non-Jewiehfriends and maybe I will later
on. Now I nust go back to my growth becauee all this time I was really
growing. I wes a great reader. I read all of Dums' works. I read

many booke and I always read the daily papers. Even now &t the age of
seventy~five, I can not begin the dey before I read the morning paper.

I ¢laim ttet if one reads the daily paper intelligently, one canacquire &

liberel educstion.
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Vell, af‘t,er doiyg m&ny acts\of luving, kindness aach 8 making\collectiong,
helping the poor, assisting many young mothere it the birtk of thei babies.
1 mst teld ab:ut one o¥ these births for I was ery young myself at \the time.
1 was vieiting one of my young girl friende who wae a wonderful piano player.

Aﬁe&l&ingjm—rﬁtﬁe—mﬁs I sew that she was worried ebout some~-
[ W) 4y .

thing Med=sadid, “Pedd=we, Lizzie, what ie the matter with you"?! 8he

{
anewered me, "Well s 1 do-mot 1ik:e to talk about my own mother but just now

¥hen my aiater—in-law ie sick and needs a woman, my mother wiltd=met go to
her and you know I can't go, I am aw understood Whebmmas . \
tho-metter. "Well, if I can be of any assistance, I will be gled to go over.' y)‘-u-ﬁ

" On, do plee:se go over to my brother's house. I know you ¢an help them."

I knew her brother and his wife very well., He wae a very fine men, highly
educated, bMﬂWmmeWMn very modest
circumstances &ndP:ould not afford & nurse. When I ceme in, the hé‘use was

in grea t disorder. The woman was very sick. She had two doctors% L
e funny little man, Dr. Rubenstein, who al ways carried an umbrella, the
other & young brother-in-law who hed juet finished his medical stufiies.
They were walking the lpatien'b up and down the rooms I saw that she could
hardlg)(lrag herself along, 8o 1 said, ® Doctor, I think we ought to put the
patient to bed." "Well, maybe we sho:&d do so." .So, I mede up the bed, faad
washed the pati;nt;e hande end face. Bhe gave a great sigh of relief and

closed her eyes for & little while. Then the labor started. After an

hour or eo her beby was born. I bathed the baby"\nade the mother comfort-

able. She was very grateful. "What would I have done without you.  Those
men did not knoW enything, they nearly killed me.! How I knew wmt to do,

I don't know, but there I was teking the whole responsibility of a sick
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woman and the rest of the famly. I straightened up the room, made tea
and gave & little refreshment to the patient and served tea to the whole
farily, for by that time the old mother-in-law c&a%ﬁe—k&-—n Lizzie jyora Wl e,
the two doctors, end—thetmesbard. I went home about one o!clock at night.
My d®wr husband hed gone to bed early o he did not worry ebout me very
mach, but when I came hows, he sasid *For goodness sake, Where were youe®
I told him my experience. Well, tm\:. wes nothing new, for this same
story I could repsat sany, mény times for even before thie case I had -
already assieted my doctor in & number of child birthe.

Right here I must tell of & very serious case of pneumonia. They
were neighbors of mine , besddes I knew the men end his wife sinée I was
& little girl. I went in to esee what I could to to help the family.
There I fouhd the man very eick. Hie poor helplees wife could not handle

him es he wae & large, heavy man. 80, I undertook toteke care of hip. 67.,_‘_4/

There I did my first bit of real nursing. When he wanted to be raised,

I would put his two arms around my neck then I would pull him up with

my shoulders. I nursed h:"Lm for a week. Mre Reil did get better. How or \
through whoee help I do not know, but he got weli. |

At the same time, and in the same neighborhood, & young Ohristdén
women wae confined with her first baby. Everything went welland the doctor
left with a few instructions for -the nurse when she came. 4 few hours
later something happened to the young mother. My neighbor cax::e rimning.
#Come Mra. Davis, somsthing is wrong with Mrs. ¥hite.' I dMeAffetop
to think W-hat %—dﬁh but I went. I sent for her doctor then got

buey with the patient I really do not know what I did, but I brought

her around. By the time the doctor came, the patient was resting very
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comfortablye The doctor Sadd. that-wes—w Brrow eacape. ’

"Nurse, you did very well." I ther told him that 1 was not & nurse,
i

w.u.;.«)
just & neighbor, "Well,’\a good neighbor for if you Were noiwmeed
L} 1

Mre. Olerk and her baby would have fared verybeadly. A fter Mrs.
¥8
Clark ‘wes up end about, the doctor told her 4het—she nurse the bab& ¢
every three hours, b%he would nurse him abemt onu&wbuer—bwo
UA-A—O' Ibg_‘.u_&d-—l—
emd—her would fall aaleep}\ She would lay him down ;and thenl\ @ would
start to cry. 8he would let him ery until the next feeding. time.

U Lovmis Would faphen (00 e Cedin.
TMM&W%M after & minuts.

This went on for weeks and the child waaloaing weights Again I was

called in to give my advice. " Kre. Davlie, you have such lovely .

£

bebies, please come in and giV; Mre. Clark some lessons on how 1o lu,(_a Y i
feed her beby. ' "How can I give her lessons, she hes & doctor, why | |
doss he not instruct her. "Oh, he ie an old batchlor, what doss he
know about bables.' I wez}tﬂup to this young Christian woman end
taught her day aftor day how to feed her beby, showed her thet When
he fell asleep at her breast she should wait a moment then wake him
up end continus the nureing and to keep this up for twenty minutes
or half an hour. It was hard on the mother at first but after a
week or two she loved to sit and play with the baby while nureing ‘
him end soon he was & roly~ poly. He grew to be & beautiful child.
Such acts and meny others made me & reputation so that I wae
~called in to do many thinge. How can I tell all the things that I did

from time to time? But I must tell about a circumcision.

One day my sieter said to me, "Amnis, you will have to have &

circumcision at your house." *For heavens eake, Rey, are you sane to

- -

s
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t8&1 me such & thing." "Well, you see Annie, there is = young Jewish
Woman Wwho comes in to‘myastore. 8ke ran away from her home in
German]w ¥ nelig s a & non-Jew. They came to

Aperioca .® mﬁhﬁﬁmﬁe"- hey livel near my siatep!s

SR o Webster Avenue. lharrthe b&bywés’ about five or six months

fart Yt A Pt beon
old.,\ he motherkbecame magdr concerned 4hed her baby wes-ngi flﬁcumcized
. ’

nor given & Jewish name. She asked m;c_um to help her. ,ﬁer
huaband he agreed to thie ﬁ dédynot want to bother about it, go
my sieter pessed this Mitzvah over to me. I did not know what to do
8o Iwent to the late Rabbi Sivitz to ask him wie¥wse my duty in thie
case. The Rabbi said according to tahe law this child should be
circumcized,\ & child of a Jewieh mother h belonge to the Jewish

people, ~ ir*adwse. 80, I arranged witht he Rabbi, the Mohsl and my

otead Cn ,b&-
doctor. The mother b rought the beby to my home.~<Idsere the Mohel

performed the circumeision. It wae & very uncommon thing to do, %%M‘

even for me who did so meny fool hardy things, but it was worth

while. The young mother was so ifriendlose. Bhe felt so guilty and
Phehe D o
alon@ that when she found friends Who helped her to hewewe Jowish
bund Mara. be otle fo
-S4 et ehe—could

¢hild with a Jewish name, write to her mother and

st o r
family in Germany,” it—wede—ken BO happ;,;\it was vesy pitiful, Qnd

6n
though I hed taken a terrible responsibility, Iwee satiefied. I
0 J Weund b @’ Horeuat 6}"":u\

baked a cake, and served wine an other rofreahng‘x::; Ve spent a fow

hours together - the Rabbi, the doctor and the Nohel. Shey—taticeds
ool We ~thas Yo [
very 1ntareet.ing~h=—£o~n\},he doctor sedd if thi6-baby was not&circumcized

religiouely, he would heve had an operation in another six monthe

because he had puse wight-under the fore skin. Hore were three
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wae & busy man syayed firet hecusse he yas inte/éated nd also
because it wae good to si(%:d e‘xchanthhough 8 and idees with
Yeerned—and & peopI®. I kept the baby at my house e&ll c‘lay
until the doctor and the Mohel thought it safe to move thewbaby .

The mother took the baby home. Bhe was very happy. I kept in
touch with her for meny yeare, then I lost track of her. I
iearned that they had mov;iz.wm e 0(‘0"““ |

kept on doing whatever Veame—40 my hands to dev I was alwaye
buey, I never epent- time to play carde, I never went to a matinee.,
I always had something to do end I always had a baby for my children
came to me every two years. By that time I was expecting my third
child. In connection with this event, I must tell how this third
baby made me miss & very fine theatre party.

My brother came in from New York to visit us. 'He bought,
tickets to see one of our great actors. We did mot go often to a
ehow but when we did gﬁ%omething goode I was ghl excited
for I had not been out very much the whole summers I looked over
my clothes and hata-a)"é found that I would have to have one of my
> hate fixed. I went to my milliner to have my hat fixed. 8he

looked at me and said, "I'11 fix your hat but-=-- Here~1 must

tell of the/firet beaytiful quilt I mede out of all kfnds of

patches. At was callled a cr zy quilt beca the patches were

placed ady way without any pattern) ly one had to have a sense of
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oolor add a knack of sewing. It took & year to finish. I got it dr

juet in ¢ to use while | was in chil -bed with this ba came

in time to Rqep me fromseeiny a besutify play.==—-= "do you think you
"ill wear it.* "Of course I will wear it." But I really did not
wear that hat*fo; meny weeks after. I waa‘to have gone to thie theatre
party on Friday night. My baby was born Fridey morning, God Bless him.
He waa'a dear little baby, and he is & dear good men, eon, husband and
father. I got along very well. Iwae not very sick. I hsd & good

nurse ancé aho 8 good meid. Betwgen t hem they looked after me so well olv
thw%%weekﬂ 1&: 'I:_—iaué gl

ap gty 0 |

toget a new dress—for—¥—had-gerinedt-meny-pountsr I elveys did crave for

a new drees after every child birth‘.‘ Everything went well for a little
¥hile, then one day I saw my little girl, Freda, who wae juet one day
over two yeere old, did not look so well, %een’c for the doctors

I thought ehe pét the meeeles but when the doctor came he took one
look &t the beby end said, “I am sorry, Mre. Davis, your little girl

haes scarlet fever and dipth;ria.“ There wae an epidemic of that

dreadul disesee in our city at tl;at time. Many childrefawere SimS Wtsee !, "
Two of my closest friends lost t.heir little girlS M

ny Musbard-—was—fust 88 bade— I gava wy .'Littié baby over to my mweid

end & edttled down to nureing my eick little 'g"ir‘l. Rensiber, we did

not have all the préventive medicine that we have now. I took all

the precautiolns that I could. I nursed my-little girl night and day. .

She was very sick from the first. I a:s‘kéclvt.he doctor to let me have

& nurse, but he said, “No, the child is too young‘té have a strapges.

- -
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“S8he must not be excited. She muet not be irritated. She é‘a too

;ick to be given over to a strange women.” 8o, here I wae hardly

recovered from child birth, pursing my sic;k little girl. My family

could hardly help me. They would look in at the baby from the doorway

and leave. One day mother and my husbend looked in on the beby and

went away. My mother did not want to eee the baby die and my poor distrected
husband did ndt know how bed the child was. Neither did I for I was

with her so much I could not see the change. I called for my maid.

She came into thevroom, geve one scream and flew down etairs ecréaming.

it was then that 1 realized the change in my little girl. I called

the doctor. He cawe right over and gave her a change of medicine

WRITH Ftedfitted-right—awey. I gave her a teaspoonful and she could

not swallow it end started to choke. In my fright I turned her over

and gently patted her back. She gagged end threw up all the membrane

Which the medicine had loosened. I gave her another teaspoon of

medicine and leid her downe. 8he fell:aeleep and I could see at |

once thet she was better. When the doctor came an 'hour' later, he eaid,

"Your baby is better but you must not give up being \.rery careful for

there are meny things that wmight happen." I took sare of her for

eight weeks before the doctor would let l;er stand for one minute on

her own little feet. This was near Thankagiving,é&‘lwhen Thanlcﬁgiving
came I felthkful to Gody I bad es-much to be thankful for.

I made a very nice Thenkegiving dinner for my family and one or two
friende - we never @it alone. Just ee we sat down, my little girl

set up & howl. Firet my huebend went up to see, then I went up, then
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my brother and then my mother. We sould not make the babystop
erying eo I sent for the doctor. He came in, stood at the door and
eaid, "Well, what is the mettert" The baby looked at him, stopped
crying: suiled and turned to her qbrsad end milk, ate it all and went
Vo sleep. We had a very thankful but cold dinner.

As time went on we had our ups:and downs. My husbend became

ambitious tobecome & merchénu: commenced to dislike his diamond  afef kbu-/

business - he had to deal with too meny womene So he went to the
other extreme and etarted e wholesals gonts furniehing goeds store.
He made one mistake, he got himself the wrong partner - a young man C‘LP'—’—)

MWM«WW~

to whom he used to e:nd money once or twice a yoar and becauee this
thought he was £ime. He made another mistake

men payed him back '
that mengenerally makey w%t confide in t&i‘; vigot. . My

good men did ncuy anything to me until all errangements were made. '
I aeked my Eeadw why did-yeu not tell me before y&fmade the
arrangementss I knfw Ike better tkﬁn“ym‘"%":ﬁr'ﬂ‘. But what wae the
use, all arrangements were made and we hoped all would be w_ell. I
felt very WI knew my-huaband, &by was 80 honoreble and

could not thinkganybody else W'owld—-be otherwiee. bext-fhe soon found out

Wﬁnd_a% ‘&- started the business with a

lies -Hs z.us to have invested share amd share alikes Well, my i

s £

husbend had the money but when it came to his partner, there wae no
money. He said thet when he went to New York his uncle would lend
him money. He went to New York and immediately telegraphed to my
husband to raise some more money because he had no uncle and no money.

80 my husband raised more money on our howe in order to make good
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the statement that Ike made to the businees houses in New York. My
poor husband got eick for & few days from worry, for he eaw at once
that his partner was not trustworthy. Well, he kept on for two

years and finally he had to closs up. Ike told him there were meny
weys thay—eewmid make money by going bankrupt . ny husband aaid he will
not go bankrupm %ill pay everybody every cent we owe, Wge

Oud o
did, budeifdueft -we, strdpped. I will never forget the day he came

home after he closed up shops He etood in the middle of our dining

room With his tem hands in tiw back of him. “wen. whet will I do

nowZI have no stores I have no collections, 1 have no diamonds% wg
What will I do?" 1 mew that my good man Was very much worried.

I looked st him, "Barney, don't Worry so mich, you will be all right.

Vo are wel ’\we a;e ‘etill you;lg. I do not ask you for too much, nor

will I ask you for the impossible. Just don't worry, teke & day

or two to think matters over and mll willbe well." My=dear—husbend e
took time ﬁo look ovarht%ock of diamonds thet h; etill had. Then

he went out to see some of his old trade in the diamond business. I

am gled to say that th; firet day he m de enough to keep ue going

for some time. Later he went to New York where hie ereditors were

very happy to eee him. They gave him all the credit he wanted for

he had(paid them every cent that he owed then when he started his other
‘business. So he got all that he wanted ant%nore. One dey he asked one

of his ealeemar;‘“tow come you offer me so much goods . "Nell you see

Mr. Davia:,\“we know you will not bi‘he o f mxre than you canswallow,w

“é can trust you. From that time onwe are in the diamond business

a nd thank God we elways got along very well.
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Vi=tisedmerine, We pot o high etandard of life and Bleesed be
God we have kept that standard up. A-atime went on Igave birth
to another baby. This beby did not come to me eo emsy., I wee very
eick - my nureé did not come When she should have como « My husband
left in the morning after asking me how I folt. My mother elso &sked

me how Iwas. Iwes still feeling very well. After giving lunch

(P
to my little ones, I became very ill es<k sent for the doctor. He

was out so I sent for my eister. &he thought she still hed time. {

I could not reach my husband. I wes getting very ill so I sent

my mald for my friend and neighboi, Mre. Willison, - She stayed
ﬂth me quite a while. 1 was very sick but at last my baby was born
with only Mrs. Wm assisting me. Just se Iwas going into &

s b s At 2 R et

nervoue chill, the doctor came, then my husband, ’phen wy mother, :
them my sieter, then et lest the nuree. But I was too sick to know

whet wes going on. However, with the help of God and the good care

1 received, I got better. The baby was the deareet little boy

¥ith big grey eyes and the sweetest face. When he got older he

had lovely brown curly hair. We had great joy from that baby. He

wap 80 beautiful, so smert and so loving. I eannot say enough

about thie little boy. When he wae about five years old, he used |

to go elong with Allan and Itzie ﬁo Hebrew.'SGhoolo One day he

came home and eeid, “Mommie, I can leawn," "What can you leeiz_n,'f 1 Ay ?
asked him. "Ohomiah;. he answered me."' Weil; leaun for me, &6 he

recited the whole firet chapter of the Bible and translated 1t.

It wae 8o emart thet I just loved him too mich for he wes not
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destined for this world. He died tlhet year et the age of nearly eix
years. Thet wae the first grief that entered ny lifes I mourned him |
very deeply ~ for more than Icantell. Even now when It hink of him /1%_‘4
I.get & great pang. I have had such great losses; I have had such
great heart achee. I really do not know why I have been so, shall I
say,punished or why I have been so tried. I have been taught to say, ;5
“ Thy Will Be Done". I say it, but et the same time I say why, why? |
Well. to go back to the time when I still hed my little boy, he was
my fourth baby. The work of my family increased, the demands on my
tiwe became greater and greater. It was et this time tietI had another
wedding in my ﬁome. .

My husband'e cousin who oceme from NewYork hed iwo daughters.

: ot —lan
They were very poor but w%mmwmne. The older girl

became acquainted with & nice young man. b-&T:ey had no father they- o

=, e

depended very much on my husbend, so we invitedthem to our home. In

the course of the evening, Pa asked the young man What his intentions
were. Dave veryfrenklyeaid that he wanted to marry the girl, so

it did not take very long to arrénge metters. The next time they came
to our house I had served some nice refreshments and then the engagement
was announced. Bome months laeter the wedding took place in our home.
“There I wae with four children, all of them almost babies, meking e
nice wedding in my home. I had on}iy one meid & nd she was & darling

girle We cooked and baked end prepared everything. My meid and I

worked very hards I wa nted the bride and her sistor to help but

when I looked around to see what the bride was doing -and she was

nowhore to be founde I became cross. ¥here was Rachel] 8he was in }
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the perlor with the door closed. 8he was praying. I esid, "Here put
that book down and lend & hand, that will really do more good than
your prayer. Tomorrow you can pray all you want to, just‘now I need
some help.” L have always said that everything we do teaches us to
do the ne:::; thing beiter. Thet was how it was with me. This wedding
wae very fine, the couple were very happy. They moved to little
Weshington. They prospered & nd raised a nice family. Dave Gesner
made 8 very gooi husband, net—veyy-cheritabiey—but—wellbebeved, I
am ver xfriendly with their oldgst daughter who married the son of an
old friend \of mine. They are af vary ha ndeome couple with two
children, verjwell-to-do but Yery tight. They do not kmow the Joy
of charity. Too\bad, for they could do sc much to help othere.

I am veryfond of dpew, but I oan not help but find fault with them.
I met Rachel just lately and she aeked me'why I do not like her.

1 laughed and said, "I ¥id/not eay I do not like yous* She
insiat;tsd that 1 tellqher at she did for me to diaiil;e her, which
wae foolishe We were at/a f\yneral of a dear old friend, & woman

- with whom I had been frfiende with for more than sixty- five years,
since I was a little girl. I sa ds» "This is not the time nor the
place f.o talk aﬁout such things, ;m here to honor my friend

with whom I have been[friends since N\ was a child, so please let‘ me

" bee Some dey when I poe you, you and N\ will heve @ heart to heart
talk." Gﬁe thing I ap very proud of in my life is that once I

make ; friend I o ep Yot friend for alwayd, ae with thie dear old

soul. I was really playmatés~ with her sisteh-in-law. I used to

¢ome to their house ad they came to my home. Thls dear old friend
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wes & bride thene. bhe be vory fond of me and I liked her very much.

Beforel was married she had\moved to/ Braddock. Yoars later we renswed

our friendship & nd kept it up\all/thise years until she died, I went
to her while she was ill. 8he al ays told me not to mourn for my dead
for she always said living trouples™re mich worse. My poor dear /%
friend was a great sufferer. Phe had &\ very large family of girls
and boys but she had great trpuble from tMeme 8o when she so thankfully
closed her eyss in everlasti g 8lesp, we, al Qor friends, felt tmmt at
lest she was at rest.

Well after my fourth baby was about a year old, I became ill.
‘?"Mk-.fnn_a_hw. I went to my doctor and he told me it
would take eboute year to get better. I did all I could to got welL
but at the end of the year I was @8 sick as at the beginning. The—\?z’ Mo ASpa st
worse ef—-’b}m—m,one day when I was compleining, wy husband,
Whow as the kindest man, said, “Oh Annis, you moke me sick. You ape
& lways complaininé.” That eame; day my dear mother eaid the same
thing in other words'- that—I—mede her iired with-my-semplainte.

Then Ihought I must do something. I went to my doctor endtold him
what my mother and my musband said to me. I also told him thet I
lave fo ur children and that I medd much to do. I did not heve time
to be sick and that I did not want to become & chronic sick pera;n
and that I must oither get well or I must die. I started to orye
‘Dr. Blumberg looked atime and said, " Well, Mrs. Davis, you know I
“could kill you quick, but it takes time to get Wwells You will
Just have to be patient, but this I will eay, you will never be a
chronic sick pereon. You give me aboﬁt 8ix weecks at howe, just as

you would give if I would put you in & hoepital, for intensive treat-

e

b A ..
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rent, I em sure you will get wellm" I did nqt want to go to a hospital
for I hed four bebies, & housshold and meny demande on my time. So we
made a hospital of my home in my o¥n room. My hueband bought me a

beaut iful couchsuMI did:‘%t heve %o lie in bed all the time. Every-
thing wes arranged ){q my comfort.to—meke—me—wedh That evening after

the consultation with another very fine doctor, I was served in my

room for I was not to go up or down the etairs. I saw that my little
children were not so bright nor playfuls. The next day I sent for the
doctor and when he rang the bell I ran down the stairs. I forgot all
ebout my being eick. I forgot ell my instructions. All I thought of was
my little children. When the doctor saw me open the door for him, he
said, “Mre. Davis, you Were not to leave your room but here youare at
the do;r. What ie the ﬁatter‘t“ “ Oh doctor, my little ones are so

sick, I don't know what to do.; i;w examined the e¢hildren and said that
they had the measles. Right aé. firet they were very sick, especially

my little girl. It took &bout three week, but thenk God they got better,
but I never did get that intensive treatment. I did study myself ~ I did
try to help myself. I ailed for another year. At the doctor's advice

1 went to the country. I loved it there. 1 have been longing for a

home in the country ever since, but someh;w that was one thing 1 never
accompl ished. I beceme such & metured women. I wae no more a petted
young wife. I became a woman of responsibility, runmning my home on &
very proud ecale and doing so meny things. I gewed, .t EEd6 Tine..hand-

work, -I-otocheted. Pine lace .~-I-have-some..of..this .lacs-in “my-soreap-bag =

Lpreserved ruit,.L ihde ing,.defut up, piokles EHiTsa torirant T haFHESET"

S s AT
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Icookedand I enterisinsd-frignds.

this time I wmede friende with a you g bride. She was a

beautiful woen, & stranger in our city. We really loved to be
togetmrmugh sho vas & bxz.ﬁz_l was not much older because I
married so much youngers helped her to make the layette for her
beby but my poor friend never s&w _her baby because she died at.child
birth. Hers wae the firet Caesarean birth that I had heard of.
The doctors and hoepi'tal did ell that could bd~done but it was no
use. Her baby lived. UL understand he is a very fine L O ¢
mourned this friend very deeply..

, 1 became so well known that I was called on to do many things.

I was the tressurer of the Fund inat the women rasied for the

Novwedsion
Holy Ark of the Beth Hamedish Hagedsl. I always helped with tha ';rf,'. .

o »

. H g
i Ji EN \1

Balle end suppers that we gave for that Shule. The Talmud Torah
took much of my time. bending; 8ick people to different hoepitals
was one of my duties &nd this<is how it—-mm. One day my
dear mother said to me, “Annie, when Shabbos comes, I must go to
Rabbi Maysr to ask him to send a poor men to the hospital." *Why
mother you can't do thate Rebbl Maysr lives way over in Allegﬁeny-
How can you walk to his house with your mfeetf" “Well the man
is very eick. He must have good-at;tention'- Hie poox.' wife can't do

ell that is required for he is ba{:ﬂ. They live in an alley, they

heve no good bed and he is suffering very much.® “&ll right, Mother,
y o -
if you say so I will hgfée him iﬁhe hospital oﬂys.day and you need

not walk so far.* I went to br. suively, whowas én the Weet P enn

-
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tha :
Hospitel staff, and told him.about tede poor man and iw & few hours he

was in the West Penn Hospital. H"‘Nﬂi—y—“&-ﬂ—wrybtd-l-y—sca-i-dmi—
Another case was of & young mother Who—wentedher—crtit-opsrated.

1 knew t.hia woman very well, ehe was one of the first cases Whom I

assisted mnyrrmmm FirteweEeT—Becond—chidd. When she told

me &ll the details, I said, “ I will see what I can doe" I went to

- yaod “nu.“t[, .
Ur. ®nively again. I explained the case to him.mm

w-ot : oot Ura

me—didte 8 very delicate op%n end b baby might not l'i‘ve—-'bhroug-h-
L poafieatad Do Wrarnsy bo T wmardor oy

the.operation, I-4told—tho-mothon.tipt. I would not help her take her

baby to the hoepital for it is almost sure death. But thie mother was
80 frantic ehe went to Dr. 8nively herself and had the operatiorf, bgt
the child died &s the doctor said it might. I was very glad that it
¥as not through my hands that the baby died. Some time after, this wouen
became pregnant. as her time drew near I went to see her. I found

her cleaning her houee, meking everything ready for her confinement.

1 saw she had a bad cold so I sent the doctor to her. He came and
prescribed for her and told her to be verycareful. She was éonfined
ina few days after Iwas with her. at the birth the baby wae fine.
the birth was not hard bL;t the cough returned and a day or two later
she developed pneumonia. we did all that could be done. . stayed with
her for days. I had the doctor come two and sometimes three times a
day. He told me at once that she was going to die. L stayed with her
all night, I could not leave her. at one time she opened he;r eyes and
said, “Uo not leave me Mre. bavise: I held her up in my arms to make
her br;athing easier and towards mc;rning I saw she wae worse. . became

Yerrified thet she might die on my shoulders eo I called one of the
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nsighbors. We stayed with her until the end. Her hueband in the mean-;
time had been sleeping. He eaid he did not know what to do so he slept
until she died. after that trying night 1 still had the work to arrange
for the funeral. 1 &= paid all the expenees;m‘;‘;x—uaband had
nothing, se—sowdd—not—pey. Well here Wwere two babize and no mother .
But there are good people in this world. One childless women took
the little baby with the hope that the father would let her have the
child. Bhe kept him for some weeks, but the foolish father would not
part with the boy $e he took h'ilm eway. There is quite & story
connected with this child. The little girl was taken by another woman.
me. The little girl waes no
trouble. Bhe got along very well and grew up to be a very finé leoking
girl. The infant was differant‘ 49 was & puny little baby. His
father found e women Who nursed him along with her own beby. 8he kept
him for meny years. Thie child gﬁve us & great deal of trouble, but
as I eald that ie another story which I may write about for it has
meny eldes to ie, some of 1t ie beautiful, some very sad, ‘aome
troublesome and eome pathetic, - a long, long story.

Well ae I said, I really did not know myselfs I grew in understanding

and in knowledge of every kind. My family responsibilities taught me.

My willingness to do things taught mwees I kept up my reeding. I even

' teught my foreign girls to talk and some to resd and write Englishe In s

connection with this teaching, I well remember that even though I myaellf

hed only about four years of formal education, yet when Iwas ebout

seventeen years old, e about 1882, there wes & great influx of Russian

Jews from Russia. Pittsburghreceived her share of theee lmmigrants. i
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1 met some very fine men at the place where I worked. These men were
double my age with high .education. Some were engineers, soms doctors
of medicine and some were of other professions. They knew ho¥ to reed
and write but they did not know how to apeak properly, nor how to
pronounce the spoken words. 8o I, who never studied formal grampay,
taught these men how to speak Engliéh. I alweye epoke Englishlv ery 61"‘\4
well without an accent, just like & native born. They were very grateful.
Only one or twWo of these wen remained in Pittsburgh. One wee Dr. 8piro,

the other Dr. Finkelpearl's brother. He wes & druggist. I heve always

been very proud of my long friendehips. I wes friends with these men S |
8ll my life = they were very grateful.

Here I must go beck to my first home where we lived for thirteen
years. In the beginning the house was fine and lerge enoﬁgh. It wes
in good condition but when the first ownere moved out, I saw that I
would have to do a great deal to put the house in the condition that

it ehould be in. Bo Pa said if you want to fix up, you can do so. I

can not help you much but I will get you a man for some of the work. \ .

Pey him and have him do what you want. Seeing my disappointment, Pa

said, " You know my dear, while I would be helping you to eave a few

dollers 1 may lose one or two hundred dollsrs in business. 8o let me

attan&to my business and you attend to your household.' I gaw the }
wiedom of his remark so I did not bother him any more. I went down town
and bought beautiful gold wallpﬁper for my parlor, blue and white for

my dining room, eilver and blue for our room and more modest paper for

the other rooms. My kitchen was painted green end my bathroom & sort J\ E

of sdlmon color. How I knew what to buy and how to select the different
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patterns, I do not know, but the result was very fine. r!le furnished
the house very well. Pa bought very fine Bisclous carpets. Our hall
wae also beautifully pepered. We had a fine Englieh garpet in the hall
and stairs with brass bindere. all in all we had & lovely homee I
had no sooner finished fixing my home when my reputation es & hospit-
able person followed me to the country where I hed e cousin. He came
to me and & sked me to let him, hie wife and family come to our house
for over Yom Tov. - For the firstt ime in my life I refused to teke
in any one for I knew that it would be for over & month. He had six
children end I had my mother With me and my husband's brother. I had
two little children and I eimply could not have & whole family on my
hende for e month. S{y cousin got very croee with me. He said,
"Remember, I will do yous" “What can you do if the Lord is with me.
b}ow be reasonsble, you kn';w ;vhen Barney could help you he did, bu:c.
this is too hard for me to do." "Well, I think you are right." So we
parted friends and wers friend; t; the end of time. After thet
experience I knew I was growing up. .

While we lived in this home, the Beth Hamedish Hégodal 8yma gogue
vag builte I took great joy in that building. When the committee
came for money, my husbend geve his shere, es much as &ny men in the

congregations He also bought two seats and also l2id out the money

for the expense to bring over a Rabbi from the old country. This Rabbi

wes & cousin of P a's. How the congregat ion knew there wae such &
Rabbi to be gotten, I never knew, but he was elected even without us

knowing him. He was elected for two years. The Rabbi was a very fine

gentleman. He was not very happy here and might have left much sconer .

PR
1
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but he deerly loved my husband, so he steyeds We learned a lot from
hime Though he himself was very meligious, yet he was very tolerant
of weaknees. He told us many things. He told us what weas right and
what was wrong inr eligion. He made us realize the beauty and holiness
of our Torah. I learned & lot from him. He well understood that
business had to be conducted on theSabbath, still tiat wes no reason
that we let enything go. My mother and my husbend went to Shule every
Babbath. I would only go once in & while but our Friday night services
were alweye very'beaﬁtiful. My home was very kosher. We always
observed all our holideye. W e never hed a Seder on Pesach that we
did not have & stranger at our table. For more then twenty-five years
during Pa's lifetime, we always had real strangers at our table. One
time;::g stranger from Shule, another time it was some one from the old
counjgry, Bome wore fine and some not eo fine. We alweys had cur own
people with us. I never had & mesl alone with my husband for years,
infact until we went to Atlantie City one year, yesrs after we were
ma:ried. lIt really made ue feel very happy. One Pesach eve Papa
came home from Shule and sheepishly said, "Annis, do you know who I
invited for Beder? Mr. Golding." He was to us and t;o others the crazy
}.thuamul. When mo'ther heard shensaid, :‘ Oh you big Jombo, why did you
do that. He will disturb our table." Pe. wee a little conscious -stricken
but I eaid it will be all right. Sure enough he Wes just fine. Ho kad
no feult to finde In fact he wes so pleased thet he said herever sat at
8 more beautiful feble nor & more boautifully conducted service. Thie
¥as the way our life was until Fepa passed away. After Ra passed away,
being left with ten fm&mnum the beby was four yeerg old, my
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little boy Bennett was seven years old, Albert was about ten, Maurice twelve,
Jacob fourteen, Me) about sixteen and\eo on, I can truthfully say I did
not know how I did . I think it wae dhe highstandard we set up for

ourselves which made go ahead just as father would have us do, so I did.

To go back to our first home amd our work in our synegogue. In that
thirteen years that we lived there, I grew to thank God for the growth
of my mind and charscter. I became knowes Mrs. Bernett{ Davie. My hueband
was & good member of our Shule, #o I also b ecame & good member, though
at the time we had no ladies auxiliery, nd sisterhood, but the women
did do & lot. Before all this, at the time that e _fipe £ ellow
citizen, Mr. J. M, Gusky, whom my husband knew very an=,11, died. His
wife, Mre. Gusky gave twenty thousand dollere to aetabiish an old |

o : -

Aged Home and‘Orphanage Egr Childrens Land was bought wgz—eut Perrysville
Road,. %mre a very fine heme was built end in due time there was a
HesmaBF TEEGer & dedication of the Home. I had developed & fine bump
of curiosity so I asked my husband to take me out to this dedication.

There was quite & orowd., Mewe I knew some of the people as did my
U phwsn e Lonbiubintad ~thes+ §
husband. Wectonmbtri-uted cum—shareto this cmri’oy’\“as ‘much aa«eome of

the rich people there. The women singled me out, might there I
became & member of the Ladies! Auxilisry of the Home, w:;Jn I did what

I could to help along. My husband was a member of the Men's orgar;ization
but very inmctive. I on the other hand became active at once. They had
very restrictive laws and rules. Bomstimes I would beoome right cross

et their foolieh rulings. In thie way 1 became known and before long

I was elected on the Board of the Ladies Auxiliary. I have been &

momber of the Bosrd fér many years. One time I mede application for
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three children whose mother died. They were not so poor but they did not

have any one to take care of them. j? I was told by the committee that
Medoamnfptn,

O L fuina
if I brought in \Se—ueny members they would take the children in. I
Mhb‘-

¥hought teet=wee the wrong method but as the children had to be taken
care of, I went out with my friend, Mrs. J. N. Wolk, and in one aftepr-
noon we got thirty-six new members. Oh, I did a lot more than that for
the  Gueky Orphanage, $8—itds—jenowm-at—this-time, but thet was my first
piece of work{*nfhere were a grand set of men and women connected with
that home et that time., They had the same struggle for money that all
orgdnizations have who do not belong to & Federation or Community Fund.
In those yeers we had no such orgenizations. I often wonder which is’
the better way.

Before long I belonged to a number of Societies - The United Hebrew
Charitﬁ&déhe Council of Jewish Women, The Ggpncil School, The Daughters
of Rachel and others, besides helping in antgfficial manner,the Shule
and Talmud Torah. Our 8hule was moved from doyntgwn to Washington Street.
‘There the congregation built & very beautiful Shuwiw. .My dear mother and
her ffiend, Mre. Bernstein, were appointed to buy & ®emy handsome curtein
for the Holy arf, which they did. qu before that the Qomsn made &
collection for the Holy Ark. We géitgzgithar eighteen hundrgg dollars —

ofxkeh 1 was the Treassurer and MrsT Je N+ Wolk the Secretary., I wse

very happy when I brought the money to the men. In\later Yyofrg as

Poer
fet_&h&__ﬁma_honor."i*wiiitvita~beut~thax—a¢~a_laia;—%$me Fow I nmust— a—ﬁf’ 4
%‘L—\u,

te 8till lived on te ég);**_:fj::ST
4w%B%Eﬁ;:;;EETwBi4&31KL~,/f§0~344—Jﬁwﬁnﬁe('7Wae asked to organii;‘aﬁ::::L*_
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society for a Jewish Hospital. I thought the (man)was crazy. We do not

L U

need a Jewish Hoepital: I said. I m know anything about hospitala.
I am & woman who has & large famllyy numw can I undertake such Work. )
This man persiated. He said thet after due deliberation, @ number of
men thought that Mrs. Davis would be the only one who could aecomplish
such & thing. I said, “My dear man, you do not inow what you are talking
about, nor do I. Let m; think this over. I will want to study this
matter. I want to find out if what you say is trus." He haed told me

many things and with that I closed the argument. He 1eft but came back

- BRI

of thié later.
A I have said bef‘oré, ny good man was.eaeily diecouraged. We got
elong very well up to the time of" 1892 and 1893, thenwe felt the first
sting of hard times. By that time we had four children. We had
learned to live very libarally. All et once this stopped and times got
very bad. My poor husbend became deepondent. I had a hard time with
him. BHe kept saying with a growing family, with 6verything going out
and nothing coming in, L da-meé know what to do. It was my businees
£o keep up his moralR . My one thought was to keep him from discouragement.
1 would say to him, “You know, my desr, we still have the money we brought
over from the old country;‘n I am not asking you fér & palace nor the
carriage with two horsee that I alvays wanted ! Don't wofry, we will get
along somehow." I learnsd to cut down expenses in every Wa yo When—soridnm
-ﬁli——ém‘i‘a\ I did not byy eny clothes. I used up everything I had.
My table linen went dowzi, my bed clothes wore out and even our underwear
¥as worn out. I bought no hate nor dresses, neithsr did my husband buy

himself suits. /B‘.ﬁre %ae one thing I did not stint on and that was my cfnrity-

AY
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One dey two women came for a donation for some poor family. I gave them
my usual gift. My husband eaw this waaid, "Annie, you will have to
cut thie out, we can.mot afford t-liik’.“ “I will eut enything you eay,
but remember once you gave me the pri\;ilgge to give what my heart and
mind prompted me to give and now is the time for me to use that
privilege. If we are hard up, how much more are these poor people
who have no reeerve:7 B0 please take heart, the good God will help.
These hurd times canshot last forever. All will be well with us again.*
aftertwo years thinge began to pick up. My aear hueband was known s s
& very honeet manV Yris helped us a loty o “xia creditors did not
press him for money ) Jwfact when he offered them their goods back
at a loss, e veryone wrote him end tdey eaid, “Don't worry Davis, keep
the merchendise until times get better. lf‘b;ﬂr any chance &ny one
presses you for money, let us know and we will send you the money.? This
wae & great comfort to him. HNo one pressed us and we Juet muddled
alonge I did what I could to encourage him. I visited some of ny
ot r
friends, merchunts on Fifth Avenuecs 1 would aek them hew—wag business.
Mre 8imon Ables was one of these men. "Not so good", e would say.
Then I would go to Mr. 9. N. Wolk and h; said the séme 'thing, es well ap
& good many othere. Then when my good man would say, "Well, Annie, I
guees I am a Joreh", I would tell him whet this men end thet man said
about business. We talk of hard timaaz? m‘n does this generation know .
k%?hard timeay.m. Why tﬁsmple epend more in a day on non eeaen‘cmla
than we did in & month. iﬁwwa:r:;:h times, the people did without. If
too hard pressed, their friends and neighbors helped them. There wefe

no Family Welfares, no Fdderation, no Social Centere and no free agencies.

et - T
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I oft times think it was bétter then. Now we ::tzhj?r young people
soft by providing everything for thep. They cem-net even think for
themeelves, but in times past it was different. We were Bturdy. We
knew we just had to get along, eo we got'along. Mﬂ&md this for two
years. Then my husband said, "If I cégtggi sell diemonds, I will try
to sell something elee." 8o he went to New York and bought & lot of
fine novelty diemond je&elry. He bought gold buge, dismond studded
tizzarde, turquoise, rubies and ali kinds of precioues and semi~
érecious stones, and as the tide had elready turned, he commenced to
earn money. The very first things thet Pa bought fem=trs was a great
stack of underwear for the children, for me and for himeelf. In all
& bill of seventy=-six dollars. I£ waekhen I learned that my husband
did not know everything for I would heve bought much better. He knew
his business, he knew diémonda, but. he did not know family needs nor
anything about householde 8o as I greﬁ older I realized it was my
job to my family. I néwer let him ehop for us very much
apgain. He had made too many mistekes. in household menagegent.

Time went on, money matters ad justed themselves. But what is

1 .
money. There axe greater losses than money. I had mény visitetione
- but the moet heardpreaking wes the illness and death of my firet little

Jacob. He was & grand boy. He grev so beautiful, so good, so smart. | ’

He would wait for his brdthers to come home from school, then he Wouldy

come to me, "Ma, I need thred lunches, I have to go to Chader." "But

why three lunches?" "Well, one\for Allan, one for Itz and one for me.*

;

Bo I told the girlrto'make the luhghes for him. One day he céme howe

and said, "Mommie, I cen leaun." "“Wbet cen you leaun". "I ean leemn

-

Chomish." 1 said, “Leaun for me, dear.”\ He did, he reciied the whole
first crapter of Genesie until and ther; wes_evening and there was

morning the firet day. He looked so dear with PNe brown curls shaking
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his great grey blue eyse shining, hie whole body so alive. We all
loved hili, he waes such a loveabls child, even though I had enother
baby by that tiwe, still he was the most lovable. I took the family
out to the country thst summer to he out of the heat of the city

it was like a paradise, my dear boy took sick. I

called the country doctor right away. He said it was nothing. The
child might have\eaten sometning and he will be all right. I

did everything the\doctor ordered but my boy did not get better.

S0 Isaid to my husbapd ihatl must have another doctor. My husband
thought the child wes\ too sick to be taken, so I went myself after .
getting a letter from‘the other doctor to my doctor. Dr. Blumberg

sald that if it is as t’l;\e dgcto; Writee, he is giving the right

treatment, but from what You Bay there is something elese the matter.

“Well, doctor, you must come with me at once.* He c‘ould not come
until after lunch. I went right back. Iwae about an hour late.
My boy was just the same. My hysband and mother ocould not see why 1
worried so, generally it was the gther wey, they worried and I did the
Worke This time I worried. At last\the doctor came. He just took

one look @&t the child and pronounced it pneumonia. I was struck dumb.
Could it be possible that he got thatwely while I was awvay. No, no,

he hae had it right along. We called in {ye other doctor and he admitted
that he mede a misteke. We started other tredtment. Strange es it may
seem he got over the penumonie but he could not \wet better. Other
complications eet in. He got poppurahamori and h kidneye went bad so
the doctor told me to take him home. I brought him Beme end we were

all happy that we could bring him howe, but he-did not 1het long.
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1 had other doctors hut it wee no use. My boy died in my arms. He was
eobeautiful, eo innocent, end so eweet. I mourmed for him for twent y~-
five years. It was only when I had so much to mourn that I,in a measuré,
forgot him. No, I did not fdrget him, but I had so many fresh wounds

that thie firet hurt was a.:Lrea 'y grow¥n over, ‘I did not feel it so keenly.
Since thet time Im—;ained sudh great losses and many losses. I pray

God that he spare me from this time on and let me die first. I want my
living chlldfen to follow me to ky grave as an escourt. I do mot want

nt them to know that I have lived s Cl&iif_“

Nth my huebend end children. While

my children to grieve for me. I
full life, a life full of happiness
my husbend lived I had everything. When he passed away I felt as if
one-helf of me was dead. ﬁy husbend diefl at the age of fifty-five. 1
was forty-seven end & half years old. He\left wme ten children and now
I have only six. I lost them when they werg in the prime of life. My
dear daughter Freda was thirty=-three year.e olf. What e grand daughter, so
loving, so kind and so helpful. She wes marripd. She was a beautiful
singer and through her help and influence she h lped her cousin to become
& fine singer. At this time I can not write about\all the terrible

losses I have had. I will heve to take these up at ano.ther times It

1et_c»ohard.' l _ j..m, b K.

We ere-ngver fully grown. After the Panie of 1892-1893, we egain began

to propper. After the firet year of mouring for my little boy, 1 again
started my active life. We still lived on Washington Street, e ven
though the house had become crowded for us. I enlarged the house. I
magle two rooms on the third floor but still it wes crowded for us and

#till my hueband did not want to move. Oh that house! We lived there




Pege thirty-one

thirteen years. It ocertainly was a great institution of leerning for
et tan
s there 1 léarned tovp the
' AW“ -

Columbia Coun®il) of Jewish, in the Gusky,

mn , weny
;' ; \fd&*ﬂ‘ﬁ

n the Uni‘ced Hebrew Rellief,

g‘pblic acte in the
1,

\
in - nedueh Hegoda e Talmd Torah and in the various
st
privete charities wae there I had my first house guest. My

brother lived in New York. In the summer time he went to Coney Island
for business . He could mot have his deughter there so he sent her
to me for the summer. She mede it very hard for me. I have often
¥ished that this had never happened for she was the firet cumse

of unhappiness for us. I did what I could for her. I gave herfgi:t

music lessons on the pianoc. She was & netural born musical child amd bt

2l

she also was & very spoiled and willful child. Being an only okild 0w ,
she did not know how to fit herself in with the other children. Bhe
vwap always Qanting something. All st encelahe wanted & goat 80 her
father sent her & great big Rocky Mountein goet. I had ﬁy/mnda full
with that goat. Everybody wap afraid of him. He was ®o big and wild U
when he stood up on his hind legs he towered wwy over me. BStill I
| had to feed and care £6r him. I wes the only one he would not bucke
The rest of the family were dreadfully afrddd of him . I kept him one
summey and a8 the cold weather came on and I hed no place to house him,
s 1 @.ﬂﬁm a home in the country. After that I had & number of
* doge who made my life miserable. I always had something to add to my
i;--.jre»aponuib.’xl;l.ti.em. Later my nueband got the idea to build in my
beautifull baek'gari'i"éﬁ ¥hich we hed in our back yeard. It really was

the pride of the neighbc;rhodd. There were no gardens in that whole

street. The boys who went to a Hebrew teacher next door. would stop
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to look over the fence at the flowers, but they never touched them, just
looked. In after years these same boye grown into manhood told me
how much my garden meant to theme But we bdilt three little houses there.
Ve had three tenants - o?e wee & very nice elderly couple, the second
vag & young famif;ﬁzh three children.-Fhey were very helplese and
very poor but modest end undemending. Myd-eer husband was eo gorry
for them that he used ell his influence and got & position for Mr. S8igel
Shawmas t Lp
8o &-Schewss in our Bhule. Then they got along very well. The third
family had one boye The worked and mede about $35 & week. They
really were better off than the others but they were the most miserable
because the men drank and the Woman was dirtAy end unkempt. The result
was poverty end misery. One day this poor Women ren into wy home and
cryed thet her husband wae beating her. Pa went over to see what was
the metter. Her huebanci showed my husband how his wife was serving
breakfest for him. It aeemm day before she had made veal chops
for his supper. 8he used the same plate With the stale flour on it
from the night before and s.erved his breal‘cfaet on it, eo he took

up the plate and threw it at her. “Yomd do the same if your wife

v Lo pmawered Pa
would serve you like that. At the same lime wikke she was telling

me abou’c—&u‘ husband, I said, -aaeﬁt-—ienew—i:ng anything ebout the breakfust, borr
LYou-know- your huebend did not beat you. You beat yourselfs* "What

;re you saying Mre. Davies. How can I beat myself? Look where t;ze

plate hit me which my husbend threw st me.® If the plate was clean,

the teble set nice and the breakfast made e;pi:;etizing;, everything would

be v'ell,’ bt I know how you do things, sc he threw thinge at vyou,” $ duiwiind .
“Ifﬁ?kv all right for you to say this, you have & maid to do the work

for you, but I have to do everything myself." I thought I would drive

-
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e lesson home to her end waybe I did.ex I witltetluvfter—tetorsy

“Yee," I eeid, "I have & maid but I have & large household, I have
five ;hildren, my mother end others. You only have one big boy and
three rooms. If you steyed at home and,toaklcare of it as I teke care

of—tt—eattwrs—ware of mine, there is no reason Why your three rooms

should not look as clean as mine = not so rich or so fine, but Just as
clean." It was then vmy husband camwe in. He told me m%m
vas an;%he felt quite ashamed. They moved out at the end of the year
at the request and expense of my husband. Not only t-hay—didAnot

pay their rent,for more than eleven months, but my good man gave >
them & monthe rent to pay in advence to where they were moving. I ,
did not see her for a long time but later it was she thet mede me
eshameds I must tell about this 1 ater. I learned a lot from the

One was this shiftles

families on that reat lot. femily, one was

& poor respectful family with\a helpless mother and gne was & rather
learned family, On the other husband

méde his living by teaching Hebre .‘. Next door lived a fa ily whom
I knew since childhood. They were
from them nor could I teach them. Bul\ I was to them all & viry much
admired and respected psrson. My pusban also was highly res

Somehow no one ever tried to gall us by ourgiven pames. always

was too busy with my fami With my Yrivate charities)y with my Shule

énd with my wodest social duties. I do not know anything ¥bout organie

e s —

SEEe
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Pﬂg"’"g
zations. This men said, " Your friends told me that if you could do
all the thinge you are doing, you cen do this." He spoke so earnestly
thet I could not refuss him. 4 said, "Give me a few days tima.to
think this over." I thought this mattér over. I spoke to husband
about it. I spoﬁe to my mother about it. They were both very
encouraging but I still thought I should have more expert advice.
I thought I would g0 to my doctor just aes I would go to & dress-
maker 1f I needed a dress or to & shoe maker if I needed a pair of
shoes. I called on my doctor and told him what was required of me.
1 wae s0 surprised when my doctor, who wes a very busy wan, said
to me, “Wait until I attend to these patiente." He made short work
of themAand came back to me. He asked what was on my mind.
¥ Nothing is on my mind, but & Mre Levin wants me to organize a
;ociety for a Jewish Hoepital." Dr. Blumberg leunched into this
subject and I thought he never-WOuld stop. His last words were,
"@o ahead Mrs. Davis and may God bless you.' I was very much
;urprieed for I never thought of him as a Géd fearing man, rather a
men without religion. I was.not satisfied with one man's opinion so
I went to Dr. Saperstein. This man spoke just like Df. Blumberg .
If they had agreed beforehand, they could not have expressed themselves
80 much alike. I thought I muet try & third man so I went to nrtZEE%gf'
Goodstone. He elao said that it woul& be & wonderful thing if we, the
Jewish people of Pitteburgh, eould have a Jewish Hospitels I came home
and taelked it over with my husband and my mother again. They eaid, "By
all means go ahead." I must say that they mede it very encouraging )
for me to go ahead,qin fact my dear mother said, ® You do this and I

ou ~
will help: you with the baby," for at that time, I had a little baby.

-
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He is my at ild, eo you ses that «was why I had to ses all
theee men i:k»q 1 was quite upset as I myself did mot think
wo needed a Jewish Hospital. It was only after some years that I
A d e d v Gud
found out that we necded a JewsiehHompital for many reasons§ not
only to take care of the sick. We needed a Jewish Hospital to take
care of our Jewish doctors. At tiat time, in 1898, our young
professional men Were not so welcome on the staffe of the other
hospitals é.s they are now. Then we were receivers, now we are
contributors. Itwas only after our own hespital was established that
our phyeicians were allowed to practice in the other hospitals and
s.end patients to thems —Aiso—weryseoon our Jewish men became staff

men in the other hospitala. 1 am very nappy to be able to say that
our men have established a very fine reputation as ggod men and to day

they are all accepted as interns m‘all the

spitale. Well, you know
the Jewish saying 1e that when two or three Zen s&y you are drunk
then you muet go to slleep. That was the way with masihen&eae three
good men told me to go aheady I felt that I muet go shead,still I
never dreamed that I wouldr\ma prominent part 1n B0 great @ work.
When ':uh‘:i-a—nan oame again, I eaid 1 would call & pumber of ¥omen
together to see what they would say and do. We met at the home of
NrA. Blies. Seventasn came, some of us were young and some were old.
We talked t&dmatter ovgr. One cf the women said we must go to see

%

l&r. Lippren end ask him if we should do such & thing. The way she
&

aaid this mede ue all a little ¢roes, €epeeielly Bo-—when—she—sadid

oTganization.

I eaid, "VFhat do you meen by ing you, &re you not with l&ﬁhe
said, “l do not know 4f I am or nodyt "Well they, youncan not

- - -
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rmmmmmh ug. iBeskdes, Mxy should we ask

anyone's permiesion to do such charity as healing the sick.' We:
knew t};at‘there was no such organisation in our city, “}bhe vomen
agreed to start, but first we mhink the meiter over. We
adjourned to meet again in about twoweeke. The two weeks soon
passed and we met in & room in the old Houee of Shelter. There
wee such a crowd. 'he room was packed and everybody talked. The

noise wae so great thet one did not hear what the other one said.

s
Unthinkingly I called the women to order. I E¥o—will never get
~thie We luada u-j%
anywhere . The first thing to do lymdo elect a temporary
/J.o Ui ar-

chairmen end & temporary secretary, 4hen each one could express ’GM
selves eingly. They all approved and before I knew what had happened,
1 was elected chairman of the first meeting with Mrs. J. N. Wolk the

_ Becretary. .I protested that I did not know anwng about _conduCting
meetings. I never was a chajrmen, but since I,\corrected}hem 80
sensibly, Tehewkd be chairman. Well,we started the business of the
meeting. bShould we or should we not organize for such a purpoee.’

¥ ithout one word of diesention they all agreed t&at We organize.
Right eway my friend, Mrs. J. N. Wolk, named it The Hebrew Lad ies
ﬂogpit&l 4 id Bociety. The dues were to be $5.60 a year, payable
ye&xily, semi-annuelly, quarterly or weekly ai thg rate of ten cents -
& week. In fact that hed already been done as the older women
collected at the firet meeting $1.70 from the firet 17 women that were
present. This seemed to meet with everybody's approval. At thie
meeting there were 43 women so we collected $4.30. Their idea was

that once we started to pay dues, we would be sure to organize.
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¥o called another meeting in the next twoweks at the Beth Hagedush
le or m g B (2) g ush)y

T e

D e

Hagodal. Through the intercest of Mrs. Israel Reppel, who seemed to
take on herself the membership work, we had & group of about 150
women. I never saw so many Women &t a meeting. As Iwas the
temporary chairman, 1 called for order. The firet discussion was
‘ﬁ'hatm‘ghould use. I, of coursc, said English as I did not
know Yiddish, nor did & great many of my friends. After & 1ittle

debate we decided to use Englieh #—he—tpruitiip Tongue —wrS—our—bovies

kiTter that was settled I said,

u Now,ladies, we muet elect our permanent officers. They all greed .

that-wen—right. Sobefore one could say Jack Robinson, I heard from

M‘E

one side and another side and from all around,\Mrs. Davia nhould be
fqu_preeident. I nearly fainted. I protested but the clamor wes 80
great that I said, “all right, all right.” 8o Iwas named president,
Which office I held for tventy jears. It was withg reat difficulty
that I finally gave up my office. In thet twenty yeers I hed meny

e
experiences - some good, e me very safd, some laughable and some very

pathetic - all very humen. In that twenty years Iwas 8 very usy women.
H—L) w

First you know I hed & lovely famlly of six children, I ypeatly—hed-

My children almaye came firet. I never neglected my family for my
'v public worke. I -sost=ef worked out & schedule v-he& 3 a.t.tenddﬂﬂmy house

hold dutieJ.?hen I ettended to my organization. lﬁy Tirst great duty

vae to make arrangemente with the different hoepitals in our city.
Then I was busy with the eick people who came to me for help. I well

remember how I made ai-rangement\e ¥ith the West Penn Hoepital aﬁperlntendgnt
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for the patients we would send to them. We would pay half rate for Y L.
ell our patients. Soon we received & letter from Mr. Howell, krs. %
Goodetone and I went to see him and he said, “Why ledies, I never
thought there would be 80 many Jewieh patiente. Where do you get

them all. I don't think I can live up to the arrangements that I made
with you." ”Well no¥, Mr. Howell, these people are a:lck: “What ie the
difference who they are and where they come ﬁ-om,s They are sick, they
need medical ettention and it ie the&iuty of theWest Penn Hoepital to
glve them thet attention. " We talked and I explained the work of

our Bociety. First it waeﬁto teke cere of the eick poor. Second

it was our hope to raise enough money to build & Jewish Hospital.

He became very much interested. Fe gave ue some advice and then seid
that he would etick by the arréngements thet we mede. That is, we
would investigete every case, then We would pay the half rate of the -
ward. We then mede the same arrangement with the Passavant, The Meroy,
The St. Frances, The Allegheny General and in fact in every hospital in
our city, end in many ceses out of the city. Our work wes very broad.

To satiefy a patient we would send him where he wanted to go. Later we

found eick who had to be teken care of at home. 8o we established a
home sick fmd-WM My treasurer of
the_Home—8ieieFund—woutd—ees, " yra. Da ie, you arej all wrong but your

in the wrofig or right place.)

v‘orong 1e in the right place." "How o

A bed with epring andnattress is neceesary & -sick person, -fuet
¥iRe medicine. The sick committiee ecommended this bed and also
blenkete. This poor menvwee sicki He wae dighbled and bedridden, he

needed theeet hings., 8o I did sey your right is bigger than your wrong.
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I nad wonderful Women to work with. ¥What I recommended they carried

out. The firet six monthe we held back r from any expenditures. We

saved all the money and worked on the membership eo that once w§ did
start owr work we would have enough money to work with. Our member-
ship grew faet, first it wae 150 then it wes 300 and then it wae 500.
One day our membership had a bright idee how to get members. "How",
we &ll asked. "We have to go to Shule. It will socon be Suceoth, so
our president a!;ould go to Shule on thet dey. There she ocould get &
great meny women to join." "But thet means I have to get up about

three o'clock in the morn;.ng:“ "Well, what of that, we need members,

don't we?" o the president and her secretary went to Shule early

in the worning. It really was the very firet time in my life that I §

went so early, elso the last time. I had babies so I was exempt, but
my deer hueband and my mother alweys went. But for members I Went.

I got the members ellr ight. After we started our w‘o_rkaéﬁ-{q‘a.aying
for our sick, we always needed money. We started various ways of
raising money. I have many amueing stories totell of the things tiat
happened during the money raising affeirs. We ﬁere .arranging. to have
@ plenic at Calhoun P erk so a eommitﬁee w88 &;;pointed to go to see
this parks. W¥e had no mechines in those days wo se went by street car.
Of course the president had to go elong. .‘Samething happened to- our
etreetcar when we were betweentwo hille. It wes gettfing dark and there
. We Were three young Women, for I was young then:and city bred, out in
the country with the rain coming on and lightning and thundér. I was
drgadully afreid but I kept etill. All at once Mrs. Adleman and the

other womsn got hold of me. "Oh, Mrs. Davie, I am eo afraid, so afraid,"

- -
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1l wes scared to death myself at the derk, the wen the thunder and the
lightninge I had to comfort these wo wWomen. I held them in my erms
until the car got fixed. How we got home I really do not remembes. We
- did not get tos ee the grounds, but we b rought in a good report. We
held our pionic and mede several hundred dollars. My friends never
stopped telling how brave I wes and how I encouraged them.: When to tell
the truth I wae as badly scared as they. At another time we held our
pienic at Wildwood Grove. I do not remember much about thet effair

but I well remember whet happened to ourtreasurer of that affair after

it wee over. How many times we laughed ebout it thought at the time

it wae no laughing metter. Mrs. Elle Alpern, who was the treasurer,
telle this story in her own inimitable way. It really is a scream.
Well this 1¢ the story. Mrs. Alpern got all dressed up in & beautiful
silk dress and she wore e large blmck lace hat. Bhe felt very good.
8he looked at herself and she was pleaaed‘with'what she saW so she came
to the meeting and everybody admired her. The Women Who had ticket
money came over to pey for them and admire her, for she wae young end
pretty. We took in about $300 and were all very much pleased with the
result of our picnio.‘ We closed the meeting, reedy £o plan some other
venture. All left but Mre. Alpern and myeelf. We were the last to
leave the meeting room. There wewere walking elong very nonclelantly
When suddenly my Ella disappeared end I heard & voice from out of the
earth, "Save me, save me, seve the money, save the money." I realized
1nstantiy that my Ella had fallen into the sewer. I neve; acted
quicker in my life. I went down on my knees in the gutter, lifted the
cover of the menhole and held her srms up until some men came along

end hauled her out. She kept orying ell the time to saverher and to save
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the money. She held on to that money like grim death. B8he didn't

lose & cent, the box wes full of emell change. We got her out of that
sewer and took her aérdas the street to the home of one of our nembers,
Mrs. Himmelblau, thinking that Ella was fainting. Bhe got a bottle

of sletzer and squirted it iﬁﬁo her facé. Well that was the end of we.

1 started to laugh. I laughed until I erjed. I was very nervous 8o

I laughed and cried all et the same time. We have laughed at this
episode wmany, many times. I never did know what heppened to t hat
beautiful dress, but enyhow she saved the moneye In all the excite=~

ment she never 1dst her hat. After that we did not make meny picnics.

We ventured out into lerger affairs. We gave a grand Ball at the

Turner Hall on Forbes SBtreet. It was a grand affair. We meds & great
deal of money. The work grov by leaps and bounds, so We needed mo neye
We became known as an outetanding organization. It was a great education
to me end it wae aleo a great education to our modest Jewish women. A t
that time we had few women'e organizetions. Our Hospital Aid Society
was a ploneer in women's work. I used to telk to thevuomenland encoursged
them to come out of the kitchen. I used to tell them that they will be
better and abler mothers if they would go out of the home to do something.
1 have had people sey to me, “Why Mre. Davis, you opened up wmy brain, I
never knew these thinge befor;.“< Yes, my Hebrew Ladiee Hospital Aid
Society was a great educational‘institution for there we first learmned

to do things according to rules as well as to head and heart. It is
different now. Now we leave everything to the paid social worker. What
does & paid sociel worker know of the triels and tribulations of a

self-respecting poor person. At that time I taught my women to help first
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and investigete afterwarde. I ap very heppy to be eble to eay that I was

fooled only & very few times. Now the investigation goes on so much
that either there 38 too much given or none at ell.: Charity these

days ie very uneven. From our Hebrew Ladies Hospital Aid Soclety

the women graduated into the Council of Jewish Women end pany other
orgenizations, both nétional and locals. There are so mapy organizations
now you can hardly count them. I know for at ome time I was e mamber

of about thirty-five or forty organizatione and many boards. To go back,
We were doing so well that one day Rabbi A shineky ceme to our meeting
and asked me to appoint e commitiee to take care of the Jewish House

of Shelter. He said that We Were doing our work so Well tlnt he felt

if we took hold of this other workwe would improve the whole standard
of the work. ’ﬂ-'bdzhad such an institution in our city £ér many years but
it wee alwayé 80 pedly run. I appoint.od 8 committee totaké over this
instutition. I had among my members & young Woman, Mre. Horinan Fergasone

I wanted her to be president but eaid she would rather be secretary

e8 then she could have the whole organization in her hands. . The chair-

men appointed was a good women but did not know h;w to conduct an
institution, so I found that Mre. Fergason was right, she wae president

and all the officers éombined. I and all my women were alwaye ready to
help. We did so well that we were recognized as one of the leading

Shelter homes in the country. We got so much money thaf We soon bought

our own home. This House of Shelter is still in existonce and is still being

conducted by the same group of women, & part of the Hebrew Ladies Hospital

Aid SO Oietyo

1 continued as President from year to year. We took cere of our Jewish

sick in the different hospitels in our city. We still kept in our minds - -
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the ultimate aim of building a Jewish Hospital, so we saved the balance
of our money for that purpose. Our members were very enthusiastic.
They wanted a hoepital. I knew that women alone could not do this
great piece of work, so I ocalled in a group of meﬁ, starting with my
husband, Dr-.Albert Blumberg, Mr. 8imon Davis, Dr. M. A. Goodstone
~and others. My, Adolph Edlis and Mr. Henry Jeckson were emong the
Piret also. With these men we organized the Montefiore Hospital
Association. Mr. Henry Jackson became chairman, I wae elected
Vice=-chairmen, Dr. A. L. Lewin, secretary end my dear husband wae
8lected treasurer. We already tad a subscription list of about

five thousand dollars. Thie is how we got that emount pledged. I

had called theee men into our weeting for the purpose of considering
the e;tablishing of this hospitals Dr. Blumberg said he was willing
to pledge five hundred dollars if ten other men would pledge a like
smount. My hueband eaid, "Why condition your gift thet way. Now I
am ready to sign up without eny condition. I said, " Mr. Davie, do
you mean thiel" I always called By husbana Mr.;Daviaﬁwhile I was
presiding. Heqs&id, “Yes, I mean it.¥ I immediately gave him a pen
snd subscription list. He signed this subsoription list. Then I
turned to the doctor, “New you sign here®, end I ehowed him the second
line and without & word he aignpd.' 8o, that night we had the first
$1,000.00. We all went home elated. OF course, we all knew that we
ﬁould not build & hospitel for one thousend dollars, but it was & start.
Bo it was my duty not only to take care of my Hebrew Ladies Hospital

Aid Bociety, but also to build up the Montefiore Hospitel Association.
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I tell you it was eome work. Here I was with seven children to take
care of - my youngest child at that time was my Jacob, God Blees him.
He was in his first year. The othsr children ranging from one year

to about fifteen or sixteen yeers o f age. I must say that when I took
care of my children I mean just that. I never left them have lunch

by themselves and I alwa ys was home for dinnar. It is true tmat some~
times I came in fifteen or twenty minutes before, but I alwaye mansged
to be home before my husband came in. I must gay that my husband came
first and then my children, who were very helpful to me. I learned

how to condﬁct meetings from my husband, he having been through the
offices of the 0Odd Fgllows and alseo the Enighte of Pithius. 'I learned
how to interest my membere. I always told them that each member wae
& memwber of the mewbership committee. I remember how I used o tell
the women that it is well to leave your families for & little while,
and 1o go out among other women and to leave &our kitchen because

it would #o them good and they would come beck r efreshed. My talke
muet have had good affect for the women flocked to our meetings. In
the meantime I had to keep in close touch With our men. At firet there
w&s not much done by the men, so I induced my husband and my Dr. Blumberg
to go out'and get the other eight‘five hundred doller pledges. They
vere stumped - they did not know where to g&o+ Remember the hogpiial
idea and idéal was not accepted by our rich Reformed group so this
money had to be gotten from our more modest eircumstanced people.
1 gave my hueband a 1ist of names where I thought he could get money.
A mongvothers, I gave him the hgme of Bennle Nerman and aleo Mr.

Jemse Cohen. He looked at me and said, * You must not know what you

-
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are saying. Why these men are just getting on their feet so to say."

“I said, "Well, you can try." My dear husband end the doctor went out
;ne day ar;d in one afternoonnthey received the pledges of twenty-five
hundred dollars. It was good to see these two men come to me and tell
me What they had accomoslished that day. Mr. Cohen's and Mr. Bennie
{Herman's was among the first pledgee. They went out one other after-
noon and got the other pledges. It was beautifully d'one and I muet

sey that the money pledged was all paid but one. er. 8imon Ables had
moved to NewYork but he sent us the money ag promi.sed.A Money came
| flowing in. I was very proud of two eym® of woney that I received.
One wae from a little Friendehip Béc‘iety which wae disbanding. They
had some money in a e.aving account and they wanted to give this money
to some worthy organization. I mede e bid f"br thet money and so did
Mro. & o Edlia for hie soclety, and so did some other menifor their
societles. We all spoke and told why we wa nted that money. I was
asked why we wanted that money. I said, "I rgally do not need that monsy
a8 the Hebrew La dies Hospital Aid S;cciet& hed enough to get along with,
but I wanted their confidence in me that I would only use that momey for
the Jewish Hospita 1 when we would build it." A vote wes taken and

the money was Voted to me, or I should sa y f:o my cause. I was very
happy for their expression of conf‘idence in me and their interest in
the Jewish Hospital project, for theee men who were there became good
members and fine workere for the Hospital. We all perted very good
griénde. The other sumwas & greater amount, it was $650.00. This
money Wae in the hands of & few men who had & sickrelief socisty

which wae also disbending. Their idea was to spend the money in dribbles.

i went tq them and said, “Why diseipate such a sum of money. Give it to

-
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me for the Jewish Hospital. I assure you that I will help any one
you might send to ue for help. This money will only be used for the
building of the Hospital.* They gave me that money. It ie recorded
not only in our books but.also on the merble slab in the hospital
until this day.

These gifts mede me understand that the Jewish people of
Pittsburgh really wanted a Jewish hospital. I know I have left
out meny incidents but hpw/;a:emember all that I had donme. I
will try to reocall some of the things I did as I go along.

I think I will call this the Second Part.




