FORWORD
THOUGHTS ON REACHING TEE AGE OF 77

January 1972

It's muxu how I, who on entering high school
and being mniud by the physical direstor of the gym,
then told thet I wasn't ellowsd to play basketball
becauss of a mupposedly not so atrong heart and belng
- too frail, have murvived wo xany years. How eonld thie
delicate machine survive so long. I have ontiind
all my brothers, and except one sister who lived t11l
81, end ny parents. Surely not & God just s matter
of Juck shell I eall 1t, |

What I mostly want to tell you is my serenity. I
know 1t perhaps morbid to tell you that I feel that
I'a livirg on s bonus. When iwn in the eixtys I
fearsd the thought that I'm approaching the emd of
my life. But not so now. What more can one expeact,

I only hops I go fast and not be & burden on sy

fanily end mypelf, After a1l its only the living |
that are hurt by desth, The person vho dies dossn't ¢
know kst hit him, |

iy an T uritdng this? T vant o tell my vite
and children how vell 1ify and they have trasted me.
0l4 age ia the best tim' of life :oupoculw when

AX

" you have heaith and the live of your family., And




this I feel X heve, &0 do not wourn, I hopq you‘
81l can aoquire my &ge and merenity, spd then 1‘00
Yoars fron nov we will all meat sgain and if we
don't, lets leave our children with a memory of
love and we will have lived in then,

One thing I imat leave you with {s the knowledge
that I have a wonderful life partnar. I feal sorry
vhen I think I wvill have to hurt her when I go. And
1 hope you have the smae fasling for your life
partneras but I haven't seen axybody that een hold
a oandle to her.

With the years that I have laft I want you all
to know ebout the Baskind family. Who they vere, how
they came to Avarics, hov their lives sre inter-
tvined with yours., It ia your roote. Perhaps one of
you will sit down in the future and continue the
story on into the 21at century,

And so I'm going on and tyy and make it 78 and wore,.

| With love to all of you,

Moe Baaking
Editors note=M.A. is now 83 and stdl) going strong ‘
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A I at lamt begin writing a histoyy of ouy r;uily; XY greatest
rogret is that my nister Rose 1a nmot wlive. She would have given me
mnch inroruation of an interesting nature that I only possass slightly,

Our family ceme from what is now either Poland or Lithuapia. i,
are classed hovaver as Litiokc. My fathers family lived in & village
called Ilya., If you can £ind e large map of Rugeia or Poland yoq
night spot it. I once say it on a map but I don't recell what book,

It 18 somewhat south of the larger city of Vilra.

My father, born about 1861 was the mecond oldeat of a fawlly of
‘six boys and one girl. The oldest waa Chail Mandel, although in xy
cousln Joseph Baskins' book he calls him Mgnachim Mandel, MNext was
&y father Avrum Pesach, then David "Cooperatosk, " followed by Hirwsahl,
Itche, Rivks (who becuma an Arian), end Shmuel, In Rusgis the eldest
son ua; sxempt from army duty so somshow David waw msde the eldest
son of a Cooperstock fanlly, They were the only faunily that néver
Gime over although soms of the children came here and some landed
in Isruel.

How they #)1 made & living bafors ooming to Ameriocs I can't tell
You. Thelr parents names vere Borel and Resni. Their father died
rather young and thay were 41l out on thair own vhen younsters, -
Their mother died about 1904 or 1905 and I balieve st that time only
&y Aunt Rivka was living in Europe.

How well I remsmber the Peculair custom Prevailing then that when
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@ letter came fron Eurocps announcing the desth of « parent or clopa
relative, the newvs was kept fram the immedicte faully menbay,
Sometinas for a year., It vould sess that this would have an effect on
aqyiﬁe Kaddish, and vhy e death wvams kept sacret, I don't know,

Chai Mendel who landed und stayed in New York was a shaxas and
part, rwvarond.’ He was the father of Josaph, a prominant member wnd
Generul Secretary of the ARBEITER RING, a retional Jewvieh labor
organisation. His other childran wers Loule, who haw scme ohildyen
living in Miami Beach, Tillie Broide, who lived in Pittaburgh for
subile and then moved to New York and Fannie, who also lived {n
New York, The other son who atayed in New York was Uncle Schmual,
He was the father of Ross Somberg, now living in Cleveland,

I beleive Uncle Hirshel, the father of Dinsh Slavin, Minnie
Baskind, Beckie Minster, Ross Chl, and Manny was the firat to
errive in the United States. His wife, Tante Sarita was distantly
related to the Brudno family of Cleveland snd parhaps thot is vhy
they ceme to Cleveland. The Brudno's already had a large stogle
fuctory in Cleveland. I remember it on lower Brosdway. It must
have been 5 or 6 stories high. When Unole Hirschal cams to
Cleveland he Smnediately want to work for the Brudno's, My Aunt
Sariyta wasm veryAproud of her ancestor, Menasseh of Ilya who is mentionsd

in the Encyclopedia Brittanica as onas of the five famous pupils

of the Vilna Gaon, That is why there are so many Emanuel's in their
flmily.

Tante Rivka marriéd an Arian who was aither a first or sscond
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coasin to the Baskind's. Thay were the lagt of my fathers family to
coms over and consisted of Ida Newmayar, George, uﬂo liQQd in
Californis, Rose, now with the Blonder Conpany and rotired, Harry
a dréggiut who passed awvay early in life, and Ben, the only one
born in this country. Ban passed away in 1973, The reason they
came later was dus to the 1hnbility of my Unole Isaso Arion to enter
this country on his first attempt. How well I remember hia sfforts,
only to be turned away at Ellis Igland in New York becaume of weak
eyes, I don't remember how many times he tried bu’ finally ho'mldo it.
My Cnole Itche cume over as s single man and then brought over
his future wife, Serah., I vaguely remember their wedding, although .
Minnie Baskind cays she remembers it well, I think it was about
1901 or 2, They have 4 sona and t daughter. All the sons became the
famous druggists of Cleveland. Harry, the oldest became the firat
Jewiuﬂ Chairman of the Stats Pharmacy Board in Chios Perhaps the first
Jew 1n that capacity of any state. Harry died in 1975, Next vas
Jack, now retired, who recently celebrated his 75th birthdey., Then
cams Al and David who passed sway early in life and last, the only
girl, Florence. Of course 81l of thess oousins of mine have numerous
children., There were mary other cousins from Uncle Shmnele' family as
well,

v
Now some information of my mothers family. She was born aboat 1863,
They were not es poor as my fathers. Her father end mother, Ber—
Itche end Pila lived in Kablonka, a amali village not too far from
DDya. My grandfather inherited the rights to the leass of =& grain
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mill plus some small soresge of land. I call it rights because thay

werw not allowed to own sny land, Hovever their snaestors reoeived

that right froam the Porets or Count who owvnad the land for many
milas sround,

My mother had an older sister Shans who narriad & Spector and

bad one son, Abe, Nona of Abe's children survive today, Other

children of Shana are Dinah Kline, who had several ochildren, Gute
Friedland, who had Dorothy and other daughters and gong whom I
don't remember, !

A younger brother of my mother Moshe Hirschel Alpsrt had to
~eavs a daughter in Burope bacauss of 11lnems. Another daughter vas
Frede Rubenstein who lived in Depyer snd pPansed avay in 1976, Preds
had a son and daughter, Her daughter lives in Dyover and cslled
Mrs. Mosco, Abs, & son of Moshe Hirschel was u druggt‘at, now
pla;od svay, How many children Abs had I do not knhow,

I'm not sure how my purents met. But in the ususl manner of
those duju ny Cranifather Alpert could afford mon in laws, and got
thew. How my father received an education as all young masn d4id in
those dwé 18 best desoribed in Maurice Samuels "World of Sholsem |
Aleichem." My father, poor as Ieny young men of his gensration, was
sble to continue his religious education and stil]l eat by getting
food from the villagers and in a different home everday. Sometimes
they slept with some villagers but most often slept in the mynagogue

on hard chairs, Uncle Itche tells the beast atory of those days. He




was sleeping in a villagers home in the same bed as their acn, Ons

night & big thunderstorm cems on and the fathar came in the bedroam

and toock his son to his own bedroom, My Uncle said he never felt mo

much an orphan as he did then. Harry Blonder also an orphan had

rany stories to tell of his "Yeshive Bochers" days. I do not remambar

them but I do remsmber telling that many a day he only had a pilece
of herring and stele bread to eat all dny:”'&+hx§t:~at have continued
like that untll he wams slmost 21. At that time around 1882, he

msrried my mother and received 2 yesrs of Kest or board. In other

words 2 free yesrs of living in my grandfathers houss. All he had
to do was study Talmuds I know that later he became a Hgbrew Teacher
or Melamed in Vilns end other towns. I also know that my mother
hed her children in verious places, either Ilya or Keblonka, I
wvas born inf&ablonka.

My fsther left for this country in 1895, 4 months after my
birth. Untll we emigrated we lived in both Ilya sand Kablonka,

Eelieve it or not I can remember both places even though I was Just

4t vhen we came to America. I remember Rose, my sister, not beleiving

that I could, and was astonished when I described where we lived in
Dlya. She thought I remembered by liatening to family talk, but only

£y own memory could help me describe the area. It wes a very small

villege, and we lived on top of & hill running off the main street.
To this day I recall a parade or as I know now a religious procession
gcing through the street below us. During those processions the Jews

kept indoors.. Our street ren into a lake or river, and my sister
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Ann Blonder almost drowned in that body of vater, It is indelibly on

ry mird how she was brought back into the houmss, on her feet and

alive. She seemed to ms then as & heroine. 1 can describe Keblgnks

s if I was there yesterday. Betwesn our houss and the mill van
a 1little bridge over a small stresm. I can recall getting caught

going from the mill to the houss bars footed, and the little bridge

full of bugs., I also recall when a large cow was sitting in front

of the house and I had to yell for someons to get me past thia
frightening animal, Both incidents are forsver inscribed in my

memory. There 1s slso the atory of the drunken horse. When I told

me Uncle Moshe Herachl about it years luter he said it was poksible

that the horse could have esaten some fermsnted vegetables that made

1t drunk, Since I cen remember these stories from both Ilys and

Kablonks we must have spent our tims divided betwesn these two villages.
My father terried only a short while in New York, going on to

Clevelsnd and to work at Brudnos a8 a cigar packer. He wes making

€ to 8 dollars & week and wag sble tolsend for Abs. Abe was Bar-

Mitsvahd in Cleveland before the rest of us cams, s0 he must have been

not quite 12 when he came over. After 2 years the rest of us cama.

In those days everybody had to travel on a fulse passport or steal

over the border through graft. DLy this time we wers affluent (iL a
way) and we came‘dn a false passport. An additional problem was that
I you had boys in the family eligible for army duty in the future,
Russia weuldn't ellow you to get out. But we did, my mother, Rose,
inn, Harry, and mas,

I remember the t;ip over, going through the Kiel Canal, staying

over in Liverpool, England several days, and then lending in




Canadge In leaving Russis, I remember belng blessed by the Fabbi, I

8lsc remember Rose and Ann constently reminding me that Iy name wsaa

Lazar, which appeared on the false passport, In case I was agked I
had to forget my real nams. I was then 4% years old, Harry was about

6, Ann close to 9, and Rone around 11 or 12.

After starting to read "World of our Fathers" I thought I ought
to give you more detail about our emigretion end early years in
Cleveland. My father and Abe stole over the border. Mother and the

rest of us cames as noted on a falgs passport. I know we went thru
CGermany and then to Englend. We stayed in England in Liverpool for
more than & webk. Why?=-I can't tell you. We were in steersage,

of course. I remsmber the bunks ve slept in. Being so young I

can't remsmber the stink it must have bsen, But I do remember s

rumor that we would be vaceinated, I was scared and remamber that

I got on the bunk and covered myself so that they couldn't fipd me,

That episode sticks in my mind and also the passengers constantly

standing et the rail and & big wave wouid come overboard arnd everybody

scattereds My father considered himself as wsalthy and he avoided
us going to Kllia Island end we cams thru Canada. I think we went
up the St, Lawrence River and entered the United States at Buffalo,
It st11) strikes in my mind thet on the train from Buffelo to '

Clevelend we ats our first banana,

Father was working at Brudnos', packing the oigars or stogles
‘88 they were called, snd was making about £8.00 & week., I

beleive Abse worked there 8lso, but mnde less money. And between thease

two (by not going to Miami for the winter) saved enough to bring the




of us over. The first place we 1ived was on Parry Street, now

22nd Street, just west of Orange Avenue., We had a lady boarder tn

help with the expenses. We didn't live there very long and moved to a
houaé on Orange Avenue about two bloéks closer to' town from Perry Street.
I don't beleive Rose or.Abe went to school then, but I beleive Ann

did for one year., Rather than go to school they began vorking, but

vhere it was I don't recall, Harry and I, the two youngest went to

Harmon School, corner of Woodland at 18th or 19the I wonder if it
1s #1111 standing? I'm sure however the houses we lived in are no
longer thera,

Cne £hing I still remember from thst era was the amsassination
cf President MeKinlay. The extras in the newspapers being shouted
on the streets, the peddlers selling MeKinley buttons with blaek
ribbons, I beleive he died on late Friday night or Satufdny meroing.
I remsmber walking downtowm on Saturday sfternoon with the family and
watching the newspapers being printed announcing the particulars
of his death. Of course there wes no radio or television, mo
vhensver enything important happensd the papers printed "extra"
editions, |

About 1902 or 1903 we moved to Henry Strset, now 25th Street.
The house was near Scovill across from the then Scovill Avenue
Temple, now the Fuclid Avenue Temple. The lot had & house in front
8nd one in the resr, Also a barn,above which was & large room,

thet my father converted to a stogie or tobacec factory, This was

his first 'venture in his own business,

.




The cuttings remaining from the stogies wers converted into rav
chewing tobacco and packed into bags. Although mest chewlng tobacco

was flavored, this was not. The foreigners working in the mills uged

thls raw tobacco for chewing and also smoked it in their plpes. So

y father bought a horse and wagor and peddled his“ﬁﬂrchandise to
saloons all over Cleveland. Later Abs took over that part of the
business, All of the family, including my Mother worksd in the tobacco
fectory. We even had a maid, a Jewish one at that, so thst my mother
cculd spend time on the job., During the summer months Harry and I

worked there, and later on after school as well,

Since Ross and Ann were not going to school shey had a student
teacher who bicycled over in the evenings, He later became a famﬁus
Judge, Judge Levine. I beleive he wes a U,S. Cirecuit Court Judge
before he passed away. That was atill on Orange Strest. When ﬁe
soved to Hemry Street, Harry and I attemded Marion School, sround
24th end Marion, from which we both gradusted. Harry in 1908
and I in 1909, ,

At that time the Hirschel and Saritas Baskinds lived on Scovill
between 25th and 26th, I beleive the Itche Baskinds lived on 33rd
Street. ;t was during this perlod that Uncle Isaac Arion finally
btrought his family ovér. Maanwhile my mothers brother, Moishe ‘
 Hirschel came bqqk from Europe on his second trip and brought with
biz my maternsl grandmother whose husband had passed eway. She
was nesr 70 = very squat and heavy,

Herp I must tell you how immipgrants cams from New York. They
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were put on trains for immigrants only ang we in the interior would

get a wire from Fllis Island telling when they would errive., As
trains st111 do today théy gensrally arrived late, schedule or not.
I remember when Uncle Isasc came Qe must have gone 'to the train
atation 3 or 4 times by strest car. The train finally arrived a
day or two late!! Howevér when Uncle Moishe Hirshel ceme with
Grandma, this being his second trip he wasn't afforded the luxury of
8 welcouwing crowd. I can 8t1ll see him and Grapdma now getting off
the streetcar themselves, loaded down with heavy baggage,

There is an amusing story of my grandmotheyr on her firat morning
in our house. She was bumying herself when the mailman knocked on
the door. She answered 1t and begen speaking Poligh to him,

swirised and said, "But hels & Go&, isn't he?" Where che cams from

all Gentiles spoke Polish,

My grandmother also had trouble getting accustomsd to the wealth
in Americs., Not only heavy of foot, but with poor eyesight, she
constantly tripped over the carpets, Although we didn't have wall
to wall then, naith@r'did ve have rugs in Europe,

I think the Spectors came shortly after we did, My Uncle
Spector becems a peddler of notions, He knocked on doors with hias
stock in & baskel; censisting of collar buttong, safely pins, matches,,
etce One day when he returned we asked him how business was ang he
said Le cidn't do too well since he didn't have the right merchandise,
whet was he missing we asked? He replied if he cnly had an item

called "rct today", he would have had a big day. A resl wit,
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It was in this period that the depression of 1907 oceurred, I
remenber fairly well dressed men knoeking on the door, amd asking for

& meal, There were no questions asked as to why, One knew end cne

gavea,

It was at that time ny father became ambitioys and opensd g
cigar store on Onterio Street, somewhers between 6th and 9th atreets..
The factory was in the rear, One of the brands we sold was called
Baskinola, My father ran the factory and Abe wes out with the horase
and wegon peddling dirsct to the saloons, After avhile, with the store
doing poerly, further misfortuns ocoured when a fire burned the building
down. To sdd to that, it was not fully covered by insuranee. Beck
went the factory to the room sbove the barn on 26th Street., You'll
recall I mentionsd a sscond houss on the lot on 26€h Strest. Thiw
hougp was cccupled by the Friedlamd family and thet is how Gute met
one of the brothers and was married to him, How can I sver forget
that wedding? It must have ocourrsd ebout 1903 or 04 and in the
manner of the time, = carrlage wags seﬁt for our femily. It took us
to Tevtonia Hell which was on Scovill Avenue at 30th or 33rd Street.,
Some class, I 'thought.‘

In addition to attending pudlie school, Harry and I received
our Hebrew sducation es well, My father felt thet there waen't (
any Hebrew acho;I good enough and so0 we were riven private lessons
by a Mr. Siegel. In the summer we woul& go to his Cheder with the

rest of his pupils., Cne day Harry and I were Playing ball on the
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street and forgot to go to Cheder. But the teacher, the melsised was
not going to allow us to miss a lesson that easily., He cume to our

house after Cheder to give us a cstch-up lesson., I shall nsver.
forget that licking my father gave us. He used 1 rope and a belt
in order to impress us not to miss a lesson. He impressed our baok
sides but not our minds, Both Harry end I had a nagative reation
end when we got old snough we skipped the lessons &ltogether, My
fathers idea of discipline in order to make good Orthodax Jews

out of Harry snd ms was to say the least oppressive. We wers naver
8llowed to play on the street., He thought only bums did that,

Whenever he went downtown on businsss we of courss played on the strest
end we could watch the strest cars on Swovill as we lived only 4 or 5
housss from the cornsr. If we saw a strest cap stop and he coming

off it we would run back to the yard. How ofen we stéyed in the
yard when he was home, looking out on the strest watching the other
boys play bell. I don't think it worked too well, Wes want to
services every Friday night and Satufdny morning., I did enjoy
Saturday mprnings becaude at Torsh reading time we went out with the
other boys and diecuésnd atheletics of all kinds, But we hed to
zlss high school footbell gires played often on Saturday mornings,
As soon as we quit high school all that discipline and traininé

went down the diéin.
About this time we acquired our first telephone., "hose days

they were attached to the wall, Seventy flve years later wall

attached pliones are considered new and up to date!!

-

We were ons
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of the first, chiefly because we were in buuinaaa. When we moved into
the house it was 141t with kerosens lamps., The toilot waavin a little
shack in the backyard callad a privy. In dues time thay dug up

the street in front and installed ge8 lines. Inmide the house

we used a gas jet and later when we got affluent, & ges mantle, Our
heating was done by coalAetoves and later with gas in stoves and

the fireplace. Bathing was done in large wash tubs in the house oy
in the many publie bath houses, usually bsfore a Holy day or on

Friday before the Subbath,

Also our houss on 57th street ws the first one that hed ap
inside tollet and bathtub, My father planted on the side ¥oxrd on-
Henry strest, sunflowers and corns  On 57th street we had o floek of
chickens. My father naver Pasoed 8 yerd with chickens that he .
didn't stop and watch them, Until we got to 57th street My mother
shcfpod for frults and vegetables at the farmers market which in
those daye wes on Woodland Street, from 14th to 22nd street, We had
8 dog on Perry Street and I remsmber we gave him to one of the farmeprs
at the market and that dog would come in town on market day, visit
Us and then go back to the farmer. My mother somehow got an
cld baby buggy amd went to market every Thursday end came baek
loaded with fruits and vegetsbles, But of course the older folks
elvays talksd sbout how much better they tasted in the old country,
It must have been sc since they ate them juat as they got them
off the trees and out of the ground,

¢
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Contrlry to what happened in a lot of Jewiah familios in the

Shetlach my mothar was not a breadwinney, My father wam & dominant

Perscn and ruled the roost. He vaas vary;grgumontivo;uaﬁgdidghﬁvs (]
good knowledge of tho talmud. He always lead the dimcumsions on a
blat (pegs) gemorrah in whatover aynagogus he attended. He was
always the shofar blowsr too. My most Painful experience was ona
Rosh Hashonsh when he was in his €0's, Him breath was 80 shortensd

that the vice president had to take the shofar out of his handa
and finish the job,

My mother was not the typlceal Jewish mother &8 portrayed in mo
meny Jewish novels, She was very docile letting my father be boss,
And she wae & very good hearted woman, also very pessimistic, Her
favorite expression as I remember was "Qy vey is mir," She
constantly worried about everything and everybody. She stayed up
niggta worrying -about her nieces getting married. She end her aister
veres the clesnest housskespers you could find, One of our landlords
said hé might not renew our least because ny mother scrubbed the
back steirs too often and wos afraid she'd wear them down,

The story of Harry Blonder, whose lifs affected so many of
ours, begins during the depression in 1907, We was working at that
time in a rubber factory in Woonsocket, Rhode Island but due to the
ecencric conditions of the time he was laid off. He was 8 first
°r second cousin to my father and had already met us all in New York,

He decided therefore to follow us to Glevelend end try his luck there
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with h supply of gas mantleg he had shipped in fyom o ffiend in Woonsocket,
1 will never forget that one evening when abéut 5 o'elock Harry
Elonder came to our house. Brother Harry and I were studying our
Hebréw lessons while waiting for the Rebbe to cola.: Couain Harry,
wanting to show my mother how muich he knew, sat down with us for a
little coaching, As any &oung students would react, we didn't
exactly appreciate it. That vas the first of many lessons he taught
Ly, althcugh those later in life were much more valuable, and apprecisted,

Anyhow, after a feyw days of hig arrival, the gas mantles came

and we got Horry hig first sale at the house next door, We all

watched nervously through the window a3 Harry made the installation,
It was g tricky operation aa youf generally ipgt Put & match to the
mantle to burn off the coating. Then you 1it it, sometimes putting

the ges on befors the coating was completely burnt offe We lookad

in amazement as three mantles went up in emoke, A disaster. oOf

courss, Herry would have to take the loss and we a1l felt rathsr blus

g8 there would be no Profit on this sale, After the 3rq explosion

Herry dejectedly cems back to the house, We all sat down and tried -
to figure out what hag happened. Finally we discovered upon reading

the inatructions that the mantles were made for artifiecial gas only

vhile we in Cleveland had natural £88. Harry there upon returneg

kis gas mantles‘and ventured into another industry, Repairing

foot rubters, He smet up & table in our shop end went to work, Again,

chacs, 4t g 25¢ charge per peir_he soon exhausted his potential and
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ran out of customars, Anyhow the uumme4montha were approaching
and the foot rubber season was rather short,

And so0 Harry got into another lins of work sand the 3rd time
vay 8 charm, Our Uncle Issac wam a paperhanger, s gnturll vocation
for bookbirders, which he was in Furope. He nlrond& had teught him
trade to ons of his nephews, Louls Arian and aince Harry was an

unsmployed gas mantle installer and foot rubber repairer, Unele

Issac took him in as an apprentice. Harry was a natural end in no

time he was a full fledged paperhinger working out of a downtown
decorators office. This was the beginning of what eventuslly becams
the overwhelming success of the Blonder name in the wallpaper busi-
ness in this country. The Blonder boys will have to £ill out the
details of the years in between.

About 1908 my father bought the house amd bern on 57th between
Quinecy ond Central, If I remember the address it was 2357, near
Central. The big barn in back wes remodeled as & two story fectory.
We hed about 15 or 20 employes making stogles and Abs continued on
that route with the hoRse and wegon selling tobacco, Herry and 1
continued in Marion School, Harry only nesding a few months to
gredunte and I needed one year. Ve would graduste public school in
those deys after the 8th grade. Ons of the events I remember was
about April or May 1909. Running back to school after lunch a
ternedo blew up. I remember stopping in a confectionary store at

4€th end Central to wait out the storm, I watched a building cave in

tcross the street., When the storm abasted I continued to cchool which
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waes at 2,th Street snd when 1 gul there my fether was walting for me,

You see, he got on a street car and ceme to school. Our tescher then
give a lecture on how parents love and care for thelr children. My
father was worried about how I gdf'to school thru that storm,

Harry was by that tims in Central High School on 55th Street
between Central and Cedar.‘ I entered in the fall of 1909,

After school and in the summer we wo}ked in the factory. Harry,
I think was making stogies &s was Ann. Kose was a packer and I
helped my father spread the tobacco to dry. Tobsacco first came in
‘bunches. Then we sosked it in water after which it was stripped,
thet is the stem was removed. Then it was dried on screens, Not
- too dry or it would br ruined. Just supple so that we could make
bunches, snd then it was rolled in a wrapper of tobacco., We thought
we were rich but now I know it was almost impossible to make money
tecaupe we were only contractors, not selling our merchendise direct
but to whclssle distributors.

During this period Rose was being put on the "market" as all
decent girls were. There were mﬂrriagé brokers constantly bringing
out prospects. That ia the way 8ll good girls got married. But
Ann wes a rebel especlally since Harry Blonder started courting her.
Cf course it was & breech o custom to court the younger sister but
those twc were the first ones I know to press the generation gap. But

ol

ferturately for she concerned Izzy Levenson was visitihg his sister

Mrs. 4prelbeum, Herry and I sttended services every Saturday with

our rether on 37th Street at the "Polish chul" ag it wasg knowg, and

-




18

now the Park Synsgogue. And then one Saturday Izzy was with hig
brother in law, Mr. Appelbaum, whc sat next to my father and ons word

Zed to another. Izzy end Rose were married sbout January 191C in

the Globe Hall on Woodland near 55th. Ann and Harry were married the

following July in an outdoor wedding in our yard on §7th. The
custom was preserved! !

Previous to the girls getting married or around the 1907
depressicn, Joseph Baskin (I don't know wly but the New York Baskin's
spelled thelrs without the D) our cousin came on to Cleveland
lecking for a jcb, He left his wife in New York with whom he had

just recently came over. He waa an electrical engineer with a degree

him
rom & French University but that didn't do,much good, After i
working as one for a while he landed a job as a motorman on & street
cer thru the influence of one of the Brudno'as who was an assistent

city soliciter. Later he got & job at Westinghouse in Pittsburgh,

It wes st this time that his wife ran off with another man, end he

ceme back to Clevelend to finn end Harry's wedding. I remember

ny fether edmcnishing him that he shouldn't care about his wife -
leaving him because he was a socialist and evidently believed in

free love. Leter he returned to New York, becoming the Gensral

Secretary of the "Arbeiter Ring" a Jewish Labor fraternal orgen~

izsticr., He Lecame so prominent that he was one of the Eulfgizer's at

+ze Cekan's fureral, the editor of the "Daily Forward.,"

+

2L was shortly efter, that the fortunes of my father detericrated,

“le lscucry weas given up and my father opened a series of grocery

-
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stores. The first one was on 53rd st south cf Woodland., I don't
renexber the exact sequance cf ovents after that, Abe heg gons
to Chlcago to seek work and there met Lena Shapiro who was visiting

a8 sister and Abe then moved to Pitisburgh and married Lena. Harry

qult high school and went to work in & cigar store. I stayed on

by buying & newspaper route, later worked es a cash boy Saturday
night et the Baiiey Compeny. Department stores wers open till
10 o'clock Saturday evening, I worked from six to ten Pems for
50¢. A ceah boys duty then wes to take the sales slip from the |
selesman to the ceshier and bring the change basck to the saleaman,
Later I got a jcb with Keiths Hippodrome Theater as an usher, This -
wes 8ll done efter school and affecting negaetively my class work
vhere I was one cf the best students in my various rooms.

Fe owned our house on 57th Street but after giving up the factory
ve lived in various parts of Scovill Avenue. Abe, Rose, nhd Ann

married while we lived thers. It was on 57th Street that my maternal

grandma became & vietim of civilization. The whole family was
invited to & letke party at Rose's house on the West Side, They
hed opened a jewelry sﬂore on West 25th near Clark. In those days
you hed to be real rich to buy an lcebox and it being winter Rose
kept the butter on & shelf going the cellar steps. Somehow 1y
grandmother went after the butter and fell down the steps. She
wes brought home in an ambulance and never really recovered altho

she lived several years after that, GShe alaso became sort of famous
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in Cleveland having Dr, Crile remove a tumor from her stomsch about the
size cf & melon and ghe being over 70 then. She died at the age of
74 or theresbout and is buried in & cemstary cff Lansing Rosed, if
I renember correctly, I was not in Cleveland at the: time of har
death, Where was I? I ghell tell you as I go along. As noted,
in crder to stay in high Béhool we had to do & lot of work after
school hours, Harry finally quit going to work and then went back

to finish high school and went on to dental school without any

help from anyone. I don't remember whether he married Kcae Sholnik

while gcing to dental school, As 1 noted my grades deteriorated and
I couldn't take the pressure so I left school end went to work., My.
first real job was ag s timskeeper in the Clevelamd Cliffs Iron
Works but ore day, disappointed because I couldn't graduate high
school with my class and classmates I left homs or rather ran awvay
frcm'home'and went to Toledo., I didn't tell ny femily where I haq
cene until several weeks later when I got & job as 8 news butcher ;
oL the Ann Arbor Rail Road, Ycu wouldn't beleive how I lost my %
Job there. At that times the famous pilcture "September Morn" was "
rainted showing a nude girl in a stream but in such s way that most

of her nudity was covered up. A man got on the train one day,

caze up to my trunk where my merchandise was displayed. He bought

ore of the "September Morn" posteards and immediatley disclosed he

w&s 8 Vice~President of the Rail Rosd and made me close up my shop. _ %

nhen we returned to Toledo I wasg ordered to stay away from that jobe.

ARy
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<0 I became a waiter in the Union Depot restaurent of Toledo,
Soon I returned to Cleveland. Thru one of my friends Sid imster

{ got & job at the Coca Cola Ccmpany in the office. It was then in

1917 that I was drafted in the army. I lest for the army the day

after Rosh KHashanah being ameng the first to be drafted,
Jai Lai

My numbers at
» Or the horse races don't come up but it was one of the

first for world War I,

My father at this time hed a grocery on 53rd Street aouth of
wcodland.,

-

+« stayed in the Army until February 1919, I luckily cams home

from France. I may get s chance to tell you more sbout it later. But

during my service my father gave up his grocery due to illness, He
smoked 8 lot and boy did he ccughe You could hesr him blocks EWaY o
The doctors diagnosed it as asthma and he was told to go to California,.
Yy mother when @he returned from California told how dissapcinted

she was, Looking out of the window as the train was approaching

Les irgeles in bright sunshine in winter she noticed a cemetary ang
commented to herself "my God they die here too,"

It was at this fimﬂ that Harry Blonder together with Nathen
Milnar bought out a waellpaper store. My brother Harry was their
first bookkeeper. He was going to dental school then. CSince éarry
was a dental atdﬁent he wes exempt from army duty. I didn't like
erzy life at all particulary that I was in the Infantry and drilled
82l day. It sure got monotonocus. And one day I heard e rumor
Trex toys just coming to Camp Sherman in Chillicothe where I.,

wes, that in the trein depot they saw dental and medical students
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from western Reserve going to the Army, I was really worried for
Harry and was beside nyself. I was so upset to think that Harry
wouwld have to be in the army, but i1t was only s rumor. One of my

2ost disturbing moments was when we were in high school ang Harry
went with his club to Canton for a debste. Sunday evening came and
Herry wasn't home., The whble family slept but I eouldn't fall agleep
until Harry_came home after midnight. That coulq only happen when
we were yourng., In later life you are far apart,

b bstory now ends during the first World Ware. With all the
Seskind brethers snd sisters marrled with the exception of myself,

the next decade brings the birth of many children and the formation:
°f many families that begin with the Avrum Baskinds, end his wife,
It is row up to you, dear readers, to continue with your own
orenches. I am merely one link of & family that begen thousands

ef ye;rs before Christ wes born, but whose specific written history
tegins in the middle of the 19th century. 1if you carry it on,

who knows, some cday we might be on television in the 21st century as

encther "Eoots," T
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