_ REMEMBRANCES OF EAST LIVERPOOL'S EARLY JEWISH COMMUNITY

A SMALL NUMBER OF JEWISH KESIDENTS OF EAST LIVERPOOL & WELISVILLE
4 MOSTLY GERMANS AND A FEW POLISH GATEEEED TOGETHER IN OR ABOUT THE YIAR
i 1880 AND HELD REFORM RELIGIOUS SBRVICE IN SEVERAL OF THEIR HOME THEN
o IN 1894 'I'HIY ORGANIZKD AS A CONGRBGATION AND ADOPTED THE NAm! "B'NAI

; ISRAIL " . THOSE MAINLY RESPONSIBLE WIRE JUI.IUS GOETZ, WM. ERLANGER SR.,- '

‘wmma mmoxn JR., GUSTAV BENDHRIM, ADOLPH JOSKPH, HENRY NEWMAN,
 MENDEL WASBUTZKY 'JACOB STEIN, MESSRS. LANG & LIVINGSTON. (PRIOR 0

. 1880 'mxms WERE SEVERAL FAMILIES OF JEWISH ORIGIN WHO RESIDED HERE FOR A
")SHORT 'rms ) , , '
et “ m‘rmsm TEACHER OF THE mmxous SCHOOI., WHICH WAS STARTED AROUND

EARLIES' mmxous SERVICES WERE m:comm BEING. nm.n IN 'rm: KLKS AND OBD

: ,rmows HAILLS, ALS0 THE MOOSE HALL, I mxm THAT I, As A CHILD OF SIX,
nns'r Amxn WHAT WE CALLED "SUNDAY scnoox." ON THE SECOND OR THIRD FLOOR
OF m omm BUILDING ON ms'r sxx'm STHEET. I ALSO FAINTLY RECALL
GOING"T;) THE szcom) FLOOR OF 'rrm crrmns m'rxomr, BANK BUILDING, ON
WASHINGTON ST., ron m.mxous INSTRUCTION 'rrm LODGI ROOMS OF THE ODD

HILOWS jTMPLE wm THEN UTILIZ]D KARLY IN 'I'H'R 1900'8 FOR SBRVIC'ES AN'D
SCHOOI. AND THE CONGREGATION RMINRD THBRB UNTIL Tﬂl m T‘B)IPLE, LOCATED
ON WBT FIFTH & MONROE STREB‘I‘S WAS RRAD‘Y FOR OCCUPANCY IN 1922.

m FIRST comxmnon m.s Hm m 1913 "IN 'I‘HE ODD FELLOWS HALL.
Tam'wm FIVE commmms, R]!BEOCA RIC'H mon.xn smm nonom s-rmw,
xm m\ssu'rm AND JULIUS mmm wn.m\m mmcm IR. WAS PRESIDENT
 AND cms'mv Bm)m:m smmm (ALSO qusmus SCHOOL snpmmmnm )
,*RABBI ABRAM BRILL or wanm,mc W, n., WHO OCCASIONALLY CONDUCTED

| SERVICES AND SUPRRVISED THE INSTRUCTIONS, WAS TO CONFIRM THE STUDENTS,

1904 WAS ‘MISS FI.ORA MAN’IST, WHO WAS LIVING IN WELLSVILL]! _ WHILRE THE =~



| BUT HE BECAME ILL AND UNABLE T0 FUNCTION. RABBI LEONARD wox.sxr, OF CLEVE:
| . LAND, TOOK HIS PLACE IN THE PULPIT, o Wi
‘  MOST OF THE CHILDREN, ESPECTALLY THE GIRLS, WITH on'monox PAm'rs
. ATTENDED THE REFORM RELIGIOUS SCHOOI.. MR. LEON RICH, MR. MORRIS smm

i AND MY FATHER, CHARLES WASBUTZKY, WERE MEMBERS OF THE omonox comm.t.& ‘
‘  TION, BUT THEY CONTRIBUTED rmANcm.LY AND OTHERWISE TO THR mom

THE SECOND CONFIRMATION WAS HELD IN 1916, DR. I. E. PHILO mm OF
THE RODEF SHOLOM TEMPLE, YOUNGSTOWN, INSTRUCTED AND CONFIRMED THE sIx
STUDENTS IN THE CLASS. THEY WERE GORDON BENDHEIM, BESSIE nwom:, LESTER
ERLANGER, JACOB SRKREIN, RALPH s'rnm AND RACHEL wmmm

BAEK TRACKING -

L MEN SUCH AS LEON RUBIN, MR, BENDHEIM, JACOB JANOVITZ (wz), BENIAMIN‘
. OREEN, GUS RICKERSBURG, HARRY MOYER, SAMUEL BRRAKSTONE, MAURICE NEWMAN,

. SOL EPSTKIN, BERT ERLANGER, LOUTS HOFF, JACOB STEIN, ALBERT GOETZ, HARRY

i ALTMAN, MAURICE FREDLAND, MENDEL WASBY (Wasbutzky), wm ms'rnum'fu N
. STARTING PLANS IN 1919 FOR BUTLDING THE TEMPLE. mucxs wm som) 70 NON-
‘f-;ff_:;:rst AS WELL AS JEWS FOR $1.00 A PIXCE o HELP rmmcn 'rm: cons'rrmc'rxon
(m BRICKS WENT INTO THE BUILDING.) : '

.o"Gusn BENDHBIM'WAS LONG TEE "BACK BON]” OF'TK] RIFORM CONGREGATION.
 318 DEVOTION WAS UNLIMITID H! RARKLY MISSID A SABBATH IVENING SEHVICE
f(‘HICH WERE HELD NEIKEY) OR A SUNDAY MORNING AT THE RILIGIOUS SCHOOL.
fTHIS FIN] TRATT MUST HAYI GONE INTO Tﬂl BLOOD STREKM OF HIS DAUGHT!R
iMILDRED WHO 80 TIRILESSBY WORK]D FOR Tﬁl CONGR]GATION.ﬂﬂ

. MRS GUS RICKERSBURG, ”AUNT BBEL" AS SH! IAS LOVINGBY CALL]D, NILL‘
ALWAIS BE REMIMBERID SH!'WAS PREBID!NT OF THB SISTERHOOD, A RELIGIOUB
?SCHOOL TEACH!R, MIMBER oF THE TEMPLE CHOIR CHAIR'UMAN DOR THE ANNUAL
'TﬁRKEY DINNKRS, RISPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING NE!DRD SUPPLIES FOR THE ' ?]MPLE
Z‘KITCH!ﬁ ETC. I RBCALL WH!N JUsT A "TEEN-AGER" ACCOMPANYING HER ON =xm

JQQVROUNDS TO HOMES OF NON-JEWISH FAMILIES SOLICITING SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE



' MoCAIL MAGAZINE, MONEY DERIVED THEREFROM FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CONGREGA-
TION. by i ‘
THOSE OF THE ORTHODOX FAITH ESTABLISHED THEIR CONGREGATION EARLY IN
THE 1900's. IN THE BEGINNING SERVICES WERE HELD IN PEOPLES' HOMES AND
HALLS, BUT I AM NOT KNOWLEDGEABLE OF THEIR PROCEDURES. THE NAME B'NAT
JACOB WAS CHOSEN, AND THE SYNAGOGUE BEARING THAT NAME WAS CONSTRUCTED ON
. EAST THIRD STREET ABOUT THE YEAR 1916. MEN WHO WERE PILLARS OF THAT CON-
| GREGATTON WERE ABRAHAM FISHER, MORRIS SARBIN, BENJAMIN WOLK, MEYER REICH,
L. CAPLAN, CHAS. WASBUTZKY, LEON RICH, HARRY GORDON, MORRIS FIN:MAN,'
. HARVEY ARONSON, NATHAN CORNRICH, ABRAHAM SAND, JULIUS SULKES, MRBSES,
ALPERN TURK, KATZ, MANOLOVITZ, MIanR, BERUAN, AND OTHERS WHOSE NAMES I
CANNOT REMEMBER, ‘ ' T
DUE TO A DECRRASE IN THE NUMBxR OoF waxsn FAMILIBS IN THE COMMUNTTY,
WHICH COMPRISES EAST LIVERPOOL & WELLSVILLE, onxo, MIDLAND, PENNSYLVANIA,%‘
 CHESTER & NEWELL, WEST VIRGINIA, AND DIFTICULTY IN MAINTAINING BOTH '
. TEMPLES, THE TRUSTEES OF THE Two CONGRBGATIONS ArTxn OONSIDERABLS STUDY
iiAND MEETINGS, DECIDED TO MERGE IN NOVEMEER, 1953, INTO ONE conenxGAmIon
| "BETH SHALOM" AND USE THE TEMPLS‘WHICH nousxn THE REFORM CONGREGATION.5
(THE MATORITY OF THE MEMBERS oF 'THE onTnonox BELIIF, 'ESPECIALLY THOSE or.

'THE SECOND AND THIRD GENERATION 'HAD BEEN ABIDING uonx BY Tun consnRVA& i

b 'TIVE METHOD OF RELIGION.) , : Gk ,  ‘ »~;'i

' * DOCTOR WILLIAM Z. SULKES. was XLECTED AS ITB FIRST PR!SIDENT THE |
”FIRST HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES wxnx HELD IN THE YEAR 1963, AND WERE connuchn f;  /
'BY RABBI STANLEY F. CHAYET or Tnx nxsn:w UNION COLL!GE (Rnronu), cxncx-f;:ﬂjﬁ,y

,;jNATTI, OHIO. PRAYER BOOKB or BOTH REFORM AND conssRVATIvn wst usnn,zwi_ggf7 X
WITH A CHOIRAUNDER THE DIRICTION OF MR. & nns  ERNEST Lown ALL WOMEN. g
 MEVBERS OF THE CONGREGATION WERE ELIGIBLE AND JOINED THE TEMPLE SISTER— s
iHOOD WHICH IS AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL FED]RATION or TEMPLE SISTER-

‘4 HOODS."

e T o



o

FROM THE RARLY 1'9008' O'VER A LONG PIRIQD_OF TEARS iMB[BERS 01" ll!'
/AMILY HELPED IN MAINTAINING TH'E REFORM CONGREGATION. ETHEL WAS MOS'I‘
:,?L;-.':'DEVOTED AS SHE TAUGHT R!LIGIOUS SCHOOL "'EEK AFTER WEEK" AN'D PI.AYED TH]!

mmim UNDER onx ROOF
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