Short History &Ff Tree of Life Synagogue

New York Ave. and Pinney Sts.

Rochester, Pennsylvania
Starting back in 1927 and 1928, a group of Jewish families fostered the idea of building a
place of worship and community center. These Jewish people lived in Rochester, Beaver,
Monaca, Freedom and Conway having "migrated" here from Pittsburgh and points East, West,
North and South. The central location of Rochester was decided upon inasmuch as the area
was known as the "hub" and could easily be reached by streetcar, bus, car and horse & wagon.
The site of the building at the corner of New York Avenue and Pinney Street was agreed
upon because the "price was right" and it was available. With "kishka" money that was raised
through personal pledges, rummage sales, dances, card parties, picnics, latke and blintz
parties, the founders were able to "pay-as'they-built" this beautiful building and sanctuary.
Wonderful;, heart-warming stories of some of the founders can never be forgotten as all of
the "new-comers" learned. Jakie Cohen and Jacob Finemen (alava sholem) and several others
could be seen almost on a daily basis as they watched and supervised each brick and piece
of lumber and wiadow put into place.
The Tree of Life Synagogue became a reality by the end of 1928. At that time, Mr. Ignatz
Ecker (alava sholem) was one of the founders as well as the individual that every question
and phase of religiosity was referred to -- he had the answers. Religious services for
all major and minor holidays were conducted on a very regular basis to a capacity and over-
Ilowiné?%g;gregants and families and friends. Weddings, Briths, Bar Mitzvahs, Pinyon a Ben
and most every part of our’Jewish 1ife was condiicted in this wonderful building. There were
no individual groups and sliques and jndividuals -- we were basically a total an@ complete
YRochester Family". It was always a most compatible group.
Over the years that followed =-- both good and not-so-good, new families came, some left,
some died, new children were born. However, the percentages ratio was not in favor of
showing a "growing" or even level of a Jewish population. Quite the contrary was true.
By the end of 1972, the loss of membership had become SO great, it was difficult to call
together the needed 10 men for a "minyan" or quarum to conduct a religious service.
In January, 1973, a special letter was sent to each remaining member and family urging them
to attend a meeting at which time a decision had to be made regarding the disposition of
the Shule Building and its contents. This meeting was held as well as many other difficult
meetings wherein the remainéing small group of members made those decisions.
On June 11th, 1973, all pemaining members were informed that the building and all assets
from the Tree of Life S8ynagogue and Congregation would be turned over to the Beaver Falls
United Jewish Community Center in Chippewa Township, Beaver Falls, Pa. The offer of
vextended membership" to the U.J.C.C. was made to each of the remaining members.
Many jtems such as benches, chairs, books, talasim and some dishes are still being used
at the B.F.U. J.C.C. A Jewish group in the North Hills did purchase some of the stained
glass windows. Some of our local members did purchase small religious items for their homes.

Some chairs and books were given to another Shule in Trenton, §.J. Some of these items are

still being wused today.
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The original Founders of the Tree of Life Synagogue were.

These names are on a bronze pdaque.

I. IGNATZ ECHER PHILLIP CAPLAN
JACOB FINEMAN A. MITCHELL CAPLAN
BENJAMIN REISBERG RALPH LEVITAN
JACOB COHEN MORRIS WEISS
ELIAS CAPLAN NATHAN FRUMMERMAN
LESTER CAPLAN ELIAS GORDON
DAVID GORDON SANDOR WEINER
MAX SOBEL MORRIS GROSSMAN
MAX BARNETT AARON GREEN
WILLIAM BARNETT NATHAN STOLL
HARRY GARSON EMIL WINOGRAD

MAX MOSS SAMUEL COHEN
‘ HENRY MARGOLIS

An American Express Company
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Sketch of Synagogue by Artist:
John W. Gumpper

From Photo donated by:
Amold B. McMahon

WELCOME TO

THE TREE OF LIFE SYNAGOGUE REUNION

In honor of:
The Congregants of the Tree of Life
Pinney Street

Rochester, Fa,

Held at:
Holiday Inn Airport
Beers School Road
Coraopolis, Pa,
On August 4, 1984

at 6:30 P.M,




ETS CHAYIM HEE LAMACHAZEEKEEM BA

The average number of years that a cong-
regation uses one building as its home

in the United States is 25 years. When
the time comes to move to a new location,
the rabbi has to explain that a congrega-
tion is not a building but a community of
people., And yet, when I say that I can
never go home again, part of my pain is
that our shul building is no longer a
synagogue - that I can not quietly slip
into a pew and remember those precious
dayS . .

To make matters worse, not only is the
building gone but the congregation as
such, is gone and the people are every-
where but where we all started.

Tonight, for a few priceless hours, our
congregation lives again, We will all be
so genuinely happy to see one another,
thqt the strange location will not make
any difference. To those of you who came
tonight, your being is a blessing.

Come and together let us 1lift up our hearts.
It is 'a TREE OF LIFE to those who hold

fast to it, its supporters are happy, its
ways are pleasant ways and all its paths
are peace,

Rabbi Leonard Winograd...

HATIKVA
(Hebrew National Anthem)

KOL OD BA-LAY-VOV, PNEE-MO

NE-FESH Y'HU-DEE HO-MI-YO.
U-L'FA-A-TAY MIZ-ROCH KO-DEE-MO
A-YIN L'TSEE-YON TSO-FI-YOH

OD LO OV-DO TIK-VO-TAY-NU

HA-TIK-VA SH'NOT AL-PA-YIM

LEE-YOT AHM CHOF-SHEE BAY AR-TZAY-NU
B'ERETS TZI-YON VI-RU-SHA-LA-YIM




REMINISCENCE

(Can be sung to the tune of, "TO
ALL THE GIRLS I'VE LOVED BEFORE")
By Julio Inglesais

Tonight we reminisce and sigh,

We were some special girls and guys,
I'm glad we got along,

I dedicate this song, 3

To all the years that have gone by.

To Rabbi Stock and Alef-Base,

To the first pimple on your face,
We would recite aloud,

Our parents would be proud,

Tree of Life was a special place,
3 3¢ 3¢ 3¢ 3¢ 3¢

CHORUS

We think back on those yesteryears,
Every time we gather near,
And after 35 long years,

Tonight we find our friends are here,
252~ 1 2

-

To all the parties, food, and dance,
That often led to a romance,

The boy that held your hand,

Danced to Glenn Miller's band,

You twirled and dipped with elogance.

But now we have a seperate life,
With children, husband or a wife,
‘The Star of David looms,

Above the office rooms,

That once was the "TREE OF LIFE."

CHORUS (See above)

PARTICIPANTS

lir, & Mrs, Alfred Bahm
1278 Beaver Ave,
Midland, Pa, 15059

Mr. Sam Bahm

Labler Hotel

1880 S, Ocean Dr,
Hallandale, Fla, 33009

Mr. & iMrs, B, Balter (Minnie Finn)

5347 Cribari Dell
San Jose, Calif, 95135

Mr., & Mrs, I, A, Balter
1555 Middlefield, Apt, 32
Mountainview, Calif, 94043

Mr, & Mrs, Norman Balter
10 Marguerite Dr.
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs, Ray Balter
726 Cotton, Apt. 307
Shreveport, La, 71101

Mrs., Phyllis Barron (Phyllis Gordon)

L4742 Centre Ave A
. .» Apt. 30
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15213 !

Dr, & Mrs. Nathan Blinn (Florence Taylor)

505 Cranford Rd,
Cherry Hill, N. J. 08003

Mrs, Tillie Borzone Tillie Wei
2004 S, Grant P1, e A
Melbourne, Fla, 32901

Mr, & Mrs, Sam Broffman (Le
l§26 Hawthorne St, il
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15201

s)

isberg)




Mr, & Mrs, Al Burke (Estelle Gordon)
27395 Greenfield Rd., Apt. 6
Southfield, Mich. 48075

Mr, & Mrs, Bernard Caplan
14 Davidson Dr.
Beaver Falls, Pa, 15010

Mr. Macey Caplan
1509 Pennsylvania Ave.
Weirton, W, Va, 26062

Mrs, Mildred Caplan and
Mr, I, Caplan
Morrowfield Apts,, 603
2715 Murray Ave,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217

Ms. Phyllis Caplan
513 N, Neville St,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15213

Mr. & Mrs, Reuben Caplan
3829 Altez, N. E.
Alburquerque, New Mexico 87111

Mr. & Mrs, Abe Cazen (Sylvia Reisberg)
230 N, Craig St.
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15213

ilrs, Esther Cohen (Esther Stein)
3662 S,W, 22nd Terrace
Miami, Fla, 33145

Mr., & Mrs., Ruby Cohen (Selma Winograd)
6660 Forest Glen Rd.
Pittsburgh, Pa., 15217

Mr, Jay Coltin
100 Radcliff Dr.
Aliquippa, Pa, 15001

lis. Rachel Coltin
1125 VWestern Ave.
Beaver, Pa. 15009

Mr., & Mrs, Mervin Dizenfeld
4916 Althea Dr.
Annandale, Va., 22003

Mr, & Mrs. Leonard Ecker
210 Limeston Lane
Willow Grove, Pa, 19090

Mr. & Mrs, I, Faigen (Fern Barnett)
450 Sleepy Hollow Rd,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15228

IMr. Abe Farkas
118 Murray Dr.
Beaver, Pa, 15009

lMr. & Mrs, Jack Farkas
6331 Darlington Rd,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217

Mr, Daniel Feibus
1306 Eighth Ave,
Beaver, Pa, 15009

Dr, Rose Feld (Rose Stein)
7745 S.W, 8th St., Apt. 313
Miami, Fla. 33143

Mr, & Mrs, Jerome B, Finegold (Lessa Caplan)
5425 Fifth Ave,, Apt. 106
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15232

ilr, & Mrs, Melvin Finn
4610-C N.W, 4th St.
Delray Beach, Fla. 33317

Ms. Dora & Mary Frumerman
2129 Wightman St,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217




Mr, & Mrs. Robert Frumerman
5433 Darlington Rd.
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217

Mr, & Mrs, Harry Garson
1833 S. Ocean Dr.
Hallandale, Fla. 33009

Mrs, Elsie Goldstein (Elsie Moss)
513 White Oak, Apt. 203
Encino, Calif., 91316

Mr., & Mrs. Irving Gordon
2715 Brandywine
Ann Arbor, Mich, 48104

Mrs, Aaron Green (Marian)
166 George St.
Rochester, Pa, 15074

Mr, & Mrs, Sidney Grossman
30 Norris Ave,
Metuchen, N, J., 08840

Mrs, Helen Handlesman
210 Vine St.
Munhall, Pa, 15120

Mr. & Mrs, Ira Handlesman
4001 Beechwood Blvd,
Pittsburgh, Pa., 15217

Ms, Grace Harris
1060 Bank St.
Beaver, Pa, 15009

Mrs, Barbara Heyman (Strauss)
1504 Dupont St.
Conway, Pa, 15027

Mr, Iz Horowitz
2201 Vodeli St,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15216

Mr, & Mrs, Janoff
c/o Shirley Shoppe
631 Third St.

Beaver, Pa, 15009

Mr., & Mrs, Boris Kane

1306 8th Ave,
Beaver Falls, Pa., 15

010

Mr, & Mrs, James Kaplan

106 Roma Rd,
Beaver Falls, Pa, 15

010

Mr, & Mrs, Ellis Karp
209 No, Broadhead Rd,

Aliquippa, Pa, 15001

Mrs, Florence Moss Klein

7524 Oak Park Ave,

Van Nuys, Calif. 91406

Mr. & Mrs, Ken Latzer (Annabelle Sobel)

17225 Palisades Circ

le

Pacific Palisades, Calif, 90272

Mr, & Mrs, Maurice Levitan

218 Westmoreland Dr,
Wilmette, I1l, 60091

Dr, & Mrs. Ben Lipsi
1430 Ohio St,
Beaver, Pa, 15009

lir, Fred Lipsky

tz

9800 West Bay Harbor Dr., Apt.307

Miami Beach, Fla, 33

154

Mr. & Mrs, Morton Lowe (Pearl ‘Horowitz )

716 Somerville Dr,

Pittsburgh, Pa, 15243

Mr. & Mrs, Jerome Ka
1823 West Holme Ave.
Los Angeles, Calif,

ufman (Shirley Horowitz)
y Apt.207
90025




Mrs, Sylvia Lubinsky (Sylvia Levitan)
1505 N.E. 105th St.
Miami Shores, Fla. 33138

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Luxenberg (Zelda Grossman)
940 Skyline Dr.
Ellwood City, Pa. 16117

Mr. Abe Marcus g
2100 South Ocean Lane, Apt.#610
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 33155

Mr., & Mrs howard Margolis
7935 S.E. 19th St.
Miami, Fla. 33155

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Markowitz (Rosalie)
1066 Stuart Rd.

Princeton, N.J. 08540

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Moss
7328 Irvine Ave.

North Hollywood, Calif. 91605

Mr. & Mrs, Milton Moss
6801 No. 17th Ave.
Phoenix, Ariz. 85015

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Neft (Arlene Green)
200 Wedgewood Dr.
Aliquippa, Pa. 15001

Mrs. Albert Oliker (Ruth Bahm)
2504 Antiqua Terrace, Apt.Nl
Coconut Creek, Fla, 33066

My, & Mrs. N. Ortinberg (Myrna Barnett)
3210 5th Ave.
Beaver Falls, Pa. 15010

Mr., & Mrs. Eugene Phillips (Natelie Barnett)
5829 Northumberland St,

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217

Mr., & Mrs., Morris Regenstreich (Ann Weiner)
Woodland Park West

21711 Ventura Blvd.,
Woodland Hills, Calif. 91364

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Reich
5562 Hobart St., Apt. 416
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217

Mrs, Minnie Reider
701 Penn Ave,
New Brighton, Pa., 15066

Dr, & Mrs. Richard Reider
Mercy Doctors Bldg.

621 S, New Ballas Rd.

St. Louis, Mo. 63141

Mr. & Mrs., Arnold Rosen (Esther Faye Sha
775 Eagle Dr, ¥ i
N. Woodmere, N, Y, 11581

R
Mrs. Patricia Rosen (Strauss)
1621 Darlington Rd.
Beaver Falls, Pa, 15010

Mrs., Helen Rothenberg (Helen Stein)
3647 S, W, 24th Terrace
Miami, Fla., 33145

Mr. Arthur G. Rubinoff
76 Orchard .View Blvd,
TPorontoy,’ Ontario, Canada M4R1C2

330 Elm Dr.
Greensburg, Pa, 15601

Mr, & Mrs. Hanan Sakulsky
3043 Ventnor

Century Village

Deerfield Beach, Fla, 33441




Mr. Louis Shapiro
515 So. Delaney Ave.,, Rm. 1411
Orlando, Fla. 32801

Mr. & Mrs. M., Shulgold
1616 River Rd.
Beaver, Pa, 15009

Mr. & Mrs, Barris Siegel
101 Forest Dr.
Beaver, Pa, 15009

Mr., & Mrs. Saul Sigal
355 Rhode Island Ave,
Rochester, Pa, 15074

Mr, & Mrs, Abe Simon

434 So, Almont Dr.

Beverly Hills, Calif. 90211
Mr. Daniel Sobel @
475 So. Lapear Dr.

Beverly Hills, Calif., 90211

Mrs., Irene Stearn (Irene Ecker)
101 No, Jessica, Apt.#167
Tucson, Ariz. 85710

Mr. Leon Stein
7745 S.W. 86th St. Apt.#D-313
Miami, Fla, 33143

Mr. & Mrs, Manuel Stein
35 Hampton Roads Ave.
Hampton, Va., 23661

Dr, & Mrs., Robert Steiner (Penny Green)
733 Sycamore Lane
Glencoe, Ill, 60022

Mr. Bernard Strauss

76 St. Andrews Dr,

Beaver Falls, Pa, 15010
Mr. Gerald Strauss, Jr.
135 Kermiet Dr.
Monaca, Pa. 15061

Mr., & Mrs, Gerard Strauss
107 Ridgeview Dr,
Beaver, Pa, 15009

Mr, & Mrs. Leonard Taylor
1524 East Cranbrook
Camarillo, Calif., 93010

Mrs., Rose Taylor

7301 Marshall Ave,, Apt. 228
Sholom House

Ventnor, N, J. 08406

Mr, & Mrs, Harris Tisherman (Rose Horowitz)
1133 Grouse Dr,
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15243

Mr, & Mrs. Mel Weinberg (Dorothy Caplan)
1314 Overloqk Dr,
Weirton, W. Va., 26062

Mr, & Mrs., Jerome Weiner
14960 Sherman Way, Apt. 206
Van Nuys, Calif., 91405

Mr, Carl VWeiss
9870 Woodman Ave,
Pacorima, Calif. 91331

Mr, & Mrs, Martin Weiner
1600 So, Eads St., Apt. 211N
Arlington, Va, 22202




Mrs. Edith Winkler (Edith Caplan)
Covered Bridge

764 MNantucket Circle

Lakewood, Fla. 33463

Mrs. Bess Winograd
5841 Forward Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217

Mr. Ken Winograd
229 Grandview Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15211

Rabbi & Mrs. Leonard Winograd
1322 Lincoln Way
McKeesport, Pa. 15131

NMrs. Anneclaire Wolgin (Barnett)
c/o Drake

1512 Spruce St.

Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 5

Mr. & lirs. Manuel Zentner
3016 Riverside Dr.
Columbus, Ohio 43221

1984 Reunion Committee

Phyllis Caplan
Phyllis Barron

Arlene Neft

Roseann Tisherman
Dorothy Weinberg
Rabbi Leonard Winograd

" NOTES




NOTES
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