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EAST LIVERPOOL

A Thriving Jewish Community in this Thriving City in the Heart of the Ohio Valley

About thirty years ago, two
Jews by the name of Adolph and
Henry Joseph, attracted by the
possikilities of the town of East
Liverpool, settled there and
entered business. Records are
rather vague, so it is exceeding-
ly difficult to trace in exact order
the development of the commun-
ity. However, it is certain that
among the pioneer Jews were
William Erlanger, Sr., founder
of the business bearing the name
of William Erlanger & Co.; Men-
dell Waskutzky and his late
brother, Charles, were known to
be the very earliest residents of

the Jewish community; Gus
Bendheim and Leon - Rich,
deceased; all these were the

group that formed the nucleus
of the Jewish settlement in that
region of the Ohio Valley. In
the near proximity are Chester
and Newell, W. Va., and Wells-
ville, O., and in a measure these
communities center in East
Liverpool, speaking from the
standpoint of Jewish life; East
Liverpool is .the center, so to
speak.

In East Liverpool proper there
are today, roughly speaking,
about 75 families, or a total Jew-
ish population of 325; not a large
number in any way ; but if meas-
ured by the value of service ren-
dered to the community, and by
the ‘ interest this small group
takes in all Jewish affairs, not
merely local kut national, then
the East Liverpool community is
quite large indeed. In consider-
ing the growth and activity of
the neighkoring community of
Steukenville, we were much
impressed by the remarkable
record achieved by these co-re-
ligionists, and rightly so.
Because, if one will turn the
pages to that community and
consider what they have done,
every one will agree that they
are entitled to great credit. At
the - same time when we have
kefore us  in rough outline a
sketeh of what the East Liver-
pool -group has done, we feel too
that they should be given their
just measure of credit.

It is a small town, but let us
whisper it softly, we know cities
of over fifty thousand inhabi-
tants, that have far more Jews
than East Liverpool who cannot
koast of Reform Jewish congre-
gation. Seems unkelievable in
times such as these, when Jews
are seeking an expression of
their religion. But East Liver-
pool can point to two congrega-
tions; one the B’nai Jacob, which
is Orthodox and was organized
some fifteen or more years ago.
It, has a congregation of some
fifty families from the city prop-
er and then about fifteen fami-

lies from the outside join with
them. For eleven years this con-
gregation held its services in the
Citizens Bank Building, again
following closely the similar de-
velopment of every other relig-
ious organization. It was char-
tered in October, 1908. Later in
1915, with commendable enter-
prise, this small group of devout
Jews, at the cost of five thousand
dollars, erected a synagogue and

min Wolk; Vice-President, Jos-
eph Erbstein; Secretary, William
Mikler; Treasurer, Abraham
Fisher. The present rabbi is
Hyman Fine, who has been in
East Liverpool for a year, but
whose ability and leadership has
become already recognized, and
who, under his agreement with
the congregation, will remain at
least three years. A large num-
ker of the members of this con-

B’nai Jacob Synagogue (Orthodox)

the first service in the new edi-
fice was fittingly held on Rosh
Hoshana. This is a splendid
spirit and we think it is quite
unusual for so small a number of
our co-religionists to have a syn-
agogue. If there are any other
communities in the country who
can equal such a record we would
be glad to hear from them. The
first President of the Congrega-
tion was Samuel Caplan, since
died, and Meyer Reich, Secre-
tary. Unlike most congregations,
B’nai Jacob apparently believes
that with fewer officers greater
efficiency in the conduct of con-
gregational affairs can ke
achieved. It is a well known fact
that even the smallest Jewish
society gets overloaded with offi-
Cers.
more can ke accomplished by less
cumkersome Lodies; we are
learning this too from the Peace
Conference, where the original
numiber of those taking part
numkbered some seventy,.and now
it has keen reduced to the Big
Four; and it has been suggested
that if there was one dominant
personality the Peace Conference
would move to a successful end
much sooner.

The present officers of the con-
gregation are: President, Benja-

This -is the time when:

gregation are affiliated with the
Brith Sholom Order, which has
a membership of 85. This impor-
tant Jewish fraternity has
branches all over the country and
does effective work. The Presi-

Rabbi Hyman Fine
Leader of Orthodox Congregation

dent is Julius Sand; Vice-Presi-
dent, Lemuel Berman; Secre-
tary, William Mikler; Treasurer,
Abraham Fisher, There is also

a charitable body within the con-
gregation, to which the families
contribute small weekly sums to
assist the stranger who may be
in need of relief. This is one of
the oldest forms of Jewish char-
ity and is still kept up in even
the largest communities, where
it seems that every possible form
of philanthropy has been looked
after. But there are, especially
in the large communities, groups
who are ketter akle to contribute
small sums, and choose to do that
rather than kelong to some Fed-
erated Charity where the strict-
ly personal element is lacking.
We find the record of definite
contrikution of $560 given to the
Jewish War sufferers by the
members of this congregation,
and this amount is independent
of the sums given to the War
Chest, which, of course, was con-
siderably more.

The progress of the Orthodox
group has been such that there
is no doubt that with the con-
tinual growth of that big manu-
facturing district, which is sure
to attract our people in larger
numbers, the congregation B'nai
Jacob is sure to grow. And who

‘knows that as the years pass and

the younger generation takes
hold that a more modified form
of religious worship will be intro-
duced. It seems wherever we
go to be the tendency to move in
that direction; a conservative
Judaism that will adjust itself in
the matter of worship more to
conditions which surround the
Jews in this country.

The Reform Congregation
numbers 22 families, yet it is
progressive enough and wide
awake enough to have a Rabbi,
and a well known Rabbi to guide
them. We refer to Rabbi 1. E.
Philo, one of the ablest leaders
in the American Reform Jewish
pulpit. Congregation B'nai Jacob
has every reason to be gratified
at the opportunity to have such
a leader in American Israel ke
their spirvitual guide. This con-
gregation naturally has to meet
in a hall, but it is in a way a tem-
ple, the Odd Fellows’ Temple, and
they. meet there once a month,
Lut, believing that the interests
of the children must be safe-
guarded, that is, the religious
interests, there is a Sunday
school which meets. every week.
This Sunday school is well organ-
ized and has a Superintendent,
Mr. Gus Bendheim, and the fol-
lowing teachers: Assistant Sup-
erintendent Mrs. Gus Rickers-
Lerg and the Misses Lena, Ethel
and Rachel Wasbutzky; that is
what we call a family record—
three sisters to give their service
to religious instruction—and the
Misses Mollie Sarbin and Moyer.
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Capital $100,000
Surplus & Undivided Profits $135,000

... The....
Citizens National Bank

East Liverpool, Ohio

This bank with 1ts able
management and progres-
sive policy keeps pace with
the growth and develop-
ment -of this community.

‘QOur treatment of our de-
positors 1s one of our
recommendations.

21 Years of Successful Banking
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Splendid Bread

We desire to Maintain
the High Standard that
has been set in order that
we can still merit not only
your confidence and
esteem but your future
patronage as well.

SPLENDID BREAD is made by Union

Labor and our Bakeryis open for inspection

S. E. ANDERSON

Electric Bakery
EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO
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The President of the Congre-
gation is William Erlanger, Jr.;
the Vice-President is Gus-Bend-
heim, and the Secretary and
Treasurer is Gus Rickersberg.
And we are delighted to learn
that the Congregation has a Sis-
terhood that is a branch of the
Temple Sisterhoods of the coun-
try. There is nothing that will
do more to stimulate Jewish life
in a community or to promote
the interest of a congregation

~

William Erlanger, Jr.
Pres. Reform Congregation
than the women. This Sister-
hood was originally a Ladies’ Aid
Society and then it was re-organ-
ized by Mrs. Harry Sternkerger
of Cincinnati, into a Sisterhood
body. Mrs. Henry Newman is
President and Mrs. Gus Rickers-
kerg is Secretary; and like most
organizations of Jewish women
this group aids needy Jews.
While this congregation, which
was organized about fifteen
years ago, numbkers only 22 fami-
lies at present, the time cannot
ke far distant when by reason

- Maurice Newman
Interested in B’nai Breth and other Jewish
Activities

of rapidly changing conditions in
American Jewish life, its num-
kers will ke greatly augmented
and that they should have a
small place of their own wherein

to worship. In such a communi-
ty as East Liverpool we are sure
that as soon as conditions war-
rant it, that our Reform breth-
ren will not waste any time in
securing such a building, wheth-
er by purchase or if necessary
to erect it.

In every well organized com-
munity there is a B’nai B’rith
lodge, and East Liverpool with
37 membkers, shows an unusual
numker. The officers are: Leon
Rubin, President; William
Erlanger, Jr., Vice-President;
Gus Bendheim, Monitor. It is
interesting to note that the 37
members had eleven sons in the
army and navy, which is quite
an unusual percentage. The
B’nai B'’rith has done its share
of war work, and has taken an
active interest in all those prob-
lems affecting the welfare of our
people, While the opportunity
for broad and constructive work
is not nearly so great-in such a
community as Kast Liverpool,
vet, considering their opportuni-
ty, they have shown a commend-
able interest and an appreciation
of the principles of the Order

‘translated into practical action.

During the war the East Liv-
erpool community showed a
realization of their responsibility
and duty in the premises and the
record made was highly credit-
akle. The work which apparent-
ly appealed with great force to
our co-religionists was the Jew-
ish Welfare Board, and .in the
year 1917 over $6,000 was con-

-~

Leon Rubin
Pres. Independent Order B’nai Brith
tributed to this service. When
it is recalled that in the city of
Pittsburgh in the first year for
which funds were asked for Jew-
ish Welfare Work that only
about $14,000 was raised, we get
an idea of the generosity of our
East Liverpool friends. Besides
this sum, there was, of course,
contributions by each and every
member of the community to all
other war activities. It goes
without saying that they pur-
chased their quota of Likerty
Bonds, War Saving Stamps, that
they contributed their proper
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Checking Accounts.
Always Pay By Check.

Geo. H. Owen

Harvey McHenry
Cor. Fifth and Washington Streets

THE DOLLAR SAVINGS BANK

The Bank for The People

Savings Accounts.
ToSucceed you must save a part of your Income

We invite you to transact your banking business at this bank.

The management of this bank is under the direct supervision of its Board of Directors.

DIRECTORS

J. A. Trotter

B. M. Louthan

W. A. Weaver

Monroe Patterson

H. N. Harker

East Liverpool, Ohio
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proportion to the Red Cross and
to the Y. M. C. A,, K. of C. In
1919 the community will again
be asked to contrikute $6,000 to
the War Chest, and it goes with-
out saying that they will do it.
Leon Rukin was a member of
the War Chest Committee; Mrs.
Gus Rickersberg was the first

wives and daughters were not
personally interested. Mr. Wil-
liam Erlanger, Jr., is a member
of the Board of Trustees of the
East Liverpool Hospital Associ-
ation.

The development along busi-
ness lines by East Liverpool
Jews has been extremely

While it is impossible, of

course, to cover in minute detail

every phase of the Jewish life
of this community, yet those
who have followed the brief
sketch of the high spots, so to
speak, of the community life,
must be impressed as we have
been with the remarkable varied

Jewish chain that are fashioned
from these smaller comniunities
can American Jewry hope to
increase its standing and pres-
tige and to prove itself worthy
of the highest und noblest tradi-
tions of rhe faith. If we can
keep alive the ftame of Judaism
in the small town then we have

chairman of the East Liverpool
Red Cross chapter; Miss Doro-
thy Weinsweig was Secretary of
the Civilian Relief Committee
(Home Service Section) of the
Red Cross in East Liverpool.
There was not' a single war
activity of importance in which
some of our brethren and their
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Panoramic View of East Liverpool

marked. They have Kkept pace
in that respect with the growth
of the whole city. And these
men take an active. interest in
the Chamber of Commerce, the
most important trade body of
the city, and help in évery way
to promote the interest of the
entire section.

and active communal work our
people are engaged in for so
small a community. By reason
of these various local agencies
they are in close touch with the
activities of all our national Jew-
ish groups; and as we have so
often stated that it is only by
strengthening the links in the
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THE WEST END POTTERY CO.

East Liverpool, Ohio

Manufacturers of

High Grade Semi-Porcelain Dinner Ware

and Hotel Ware

faith in the future of our people
and our religion. All over this
country are countless thousands
of Jewish groups similar in size
to those of East Liverpool, and
all of them we regret to say are
not so active nor are they so
interested in the development of
Jewish life as our East Liver-
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....PLANT OF....

The Knowles Taylor & Knowles Co.

MANUFACTURING POTTERS EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO

The D. E. McNicol e,
POTTERY CO. Standard Pottery Co.

Manufacturers of

Manufacturers of

White and Decorated
High Grade Semi-Gramnite Semi-Porcelain China

and C. C. Rockingham and
Yellow Ware

East Liverpool, O. and Clarksburg, W. Va. East Liverpool, Ohio




THE JEWISH CRITERION

pool brethren. For this reason
we are always gratified when we
find a small community where
the tenets of our faith are so
strictly adhered to.

With the spirit that pervades
the community, with the aspira-
tions with which they are pos-
sessed, with the progressiveness
and aggressiveness they have
thus far displayed, with their
close contact with-all the repre-
sentative Jewish kodies through-
out the country, with their real
interest in things Jewish, we feel
morally certain that East Liver-
pool will one day take its place
among the larger and most
representative Jewish groups in
the country.

The fullest encouragement
should be given our néighboring
communities in the opportunity
for utmost development; and the
larger city with. its many well
organized agencies for promotion

should be called upon from time

to- time by these smaller sister

communities for co-operation at
any time. The JEWISH CRI-
TERION pledges itself to co-op-
erate in any way it can with any
of these nearby communities. If
speakers are wanted to help
along some cause; if plans of
work are required; if there is
occasion for a conference with
any group in this city, we shall
ke ready at all times to assist in
promoting such co-operative
spirit.

We trust that by the time the
year 1919 has run its course and

when we come again to East

‘Liverpool that it will have justi-

fied the highest expectations of
those frienids who have watched
the sure growth of this little
giant among the Jewish com-
munities of- the state—East
Liverpool.

EAST LIVERPOOL

The Pottery Center of the World

East Liverpool was settled in
1789, so it has quite a respecta-
ble historical background. It is
located in the heart of the Ohio
Valley, which is known as the
“Workshop of the World.” The
population today is 25,000 and
it was incorporated as a city in
1889. East Liverpool is admir-
ably situated for ‘the develop-
ment of its industrial resources
and for the possibilities of
becoming a much more potent
factor in the industrial life of the
nation. There is plenty of fuel,
bituminous coal of the famous
Pittsburgh quality "and natural
gas from the West Virginia
fields, and electric power in
almost any quantity for manu-
facturing purposes, make it an
eminently desirable location for
any industry. While of course
potteries constitute the chief
industry, yet the fact that there
is a rubber plant, steel mill, flint
works and other smaller fac-
tories indicate that the advan-
tages of this thriving town have

. become well known and are keing

taken advantage of.

One of* the biggest business
assets of the city is the Chamber
of Commerce, and though it has
been in existence only four years
it has made itself felt as a con-
structive factor in the .commer-
cial and civic life of the com-
munity. The President is Joseph
Betz; First Vice-President, J. T.
Croxall; Second Vice-President,
D. M. Ogilvie; Third Vice-Presi-
dent, J. M. Manor; Treasurer, T.
E. Lewis, and Secretary, W.
Irving Lewis.

An interesting feature of this
body is the fact that the mem-
bers were far-visioned enough to
have a Women’s Auxiliary. This
Augxiliary does a.great amount of

“work for the city along civic and

educational lines; and during the

war it proved of invaluable
assistance -to .city, state and
national authorities. This idea

of a women’s auxiliary seems to
us good enough to be copied by
some of the Chamkers in the
larger cities.. K After. .all the
women in these days have shown
themselves equal to -every emer-
gency and the old idea of incom-
patahkility of woman with work-

406 Washington Street,

THE HELLYER ELECTRIC CO.

ELECTRIC MOTORS & POWER INSTALLATION,
STORAGE BATTERIES, SUPPLIES & REPAIRS
Telephone 2660.

East Liverpool, Ohio
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Risinger Bros. Company

Lighting Fixtures

Gas and Electric Irons, Coffee Percolaters, Electric Grills,
ansters', Curling Irons, Gas and Electric Portables, Floor
amps.

Vacuum Carpet Cleaners, Electric Washing Machines.
Everything in Gas and and Electric appliances.

104 E. 5th Street
East Liverpool, Ohio

Phone 881

MONEY TO LOAN

THE POTTERS SAVINGS AND LOAN CO.

- Washi'ngton Street East Liverpool, Ohio.

See Us

For the BEST TERMS in the city
RATE 6%

-
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Bell Telephone 333.

The Ceramic Hardware & Supply Company

Dealers in

HARDWARE, TOOLS, CUTLERY, STOVES, GLASS,
PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

HARDWOOD MANTELS and TILE WORK.

644-646 St. Clair .Ave. East Liverpool, Ohio

FRANKLIN and LIBERTY CARS.
BROCKWAY TRUCKS and CLEVELAND TRACTORS,

Accessories.

The Buckeye Motor Co.

Bell Phone 408.
East Sixth and Walnut St.

East Liverpool, Ohio.

GOLD MEDAL, HUNTER'S CREAM AND OCCIDENT FLOURS
THE W. A. WEAVER CO.

EAST LIVERPOOL, O.

{

Both Phones 38.

C.

Res. Bell Phone 1794.

N. MILLER

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

141 W. Sixth St. East Liverpool!, Ohio.
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a-day affairs has become entirely
eliminated from the minds of
thinking people. )

It is interesting to note that
East Liverpool has a $100,000
Y. M. C. A, which is a big asset
to any community; a Carnegie-
Library, excellent schools,
including a new high school, a
business college, churches, two
city parks, up to date theatres,
modern city hospital, motorized
fire department and city water
works, including a modern filtra-
tion plant, costing half a million
dollars. So it will be seen at a
glance that East Liverpool has
covered every phase of public
service in a well organized and
well conducted large city.

It is scarcely necessary to add
that such a body of men in s:uch
a city are alive to every new idea
that will in any way promote the
interests of their organization
and of East Liverpool. They
have the entire Chamber so
organized and divided that each
group has its work cut out. For
instance just to show that they
are on the job, the Retail Mer-
chants’ Division inaugurate spe-
cial sales and special displays and
special out of town days so as to
bring to the. city the greatest
number of customers for all the
stores. It is the community
spirit that is sure to show excel-
lent results. We like the state-
ment found in the Chamber of
Commerce booklet to the effect
that “initiative and well directed
organization are the community
forces that East Liverpool must
have if we are to take important
steps during this reconstructive
period.” Then there is a strong
appeal made for every member
to get together, to pull together,
to work together, to SERvE for
the city. That’s the underlying
thought all the way through—
WORK FOR EAST LIVER-
POOL. Reminds us somewhat
of Ft. Wayne with its slogan:
WORK WITH MIGHT AND
MAIN FOR FT. WAYNE, or
words to that effect.

East Liverpool is in a strong
position to take advantage of the
peace situation and with the
energy and the foresight of an
active, earnest, single-minded
kody like the Chamber, there
need ke no fear but that this
kusy town is going to get its
share of the big things that are
coming to all industrial centers
during this period of Reconstruc-
tion. You know that Reconstruc-
tion as yet is only in the news-
papers and in the dictionary; it
yet hasn’t had a chancé to try
itself in real life. We have
heard a great deal akout this
much used and abused term, but
everykody, from the Administra-
tion down, has keen fighting shy
of it. There is a sort of “laissez
faire” (let alone) attitude. Oh,
things will work all right; you
know everything has worked out

.all right, and it will work out all
right this time, etec., ete. You

have all heardthe same talk. But
in the meanwhile there is need
for the most earnest effort of all
trade bodies, whether they ke in
East Liverpool or anywhere else,
that will enable this country to
get back SAFELY to a peace
basis. We are just standing on
one leg now and no one knows
when we will have a place on
which to place our other leg. And
in the meantime we are afraid
some fellow will come along and
push us over before we get our
balance. We approve of the
East Liverpool idea; don’t wait
until things come around all
right; get out and get busy; take
the initiative; go after business;
make an effort to MAKE
THINGS COME RIGHT.

With such ideas there can be
no doubt that East Liverpool will
miss anything werth while’ from
a business viewpoint.

GROWTH OF MIZRACHI IN

" ENGLAND.

A Conference of Mizrachi delegates
to the Inter-Allied and Neutral Zion-
ist Conference took place on Febru-
ary 23rd in London. Reports were
delivered on the growth and activi-
ties of the Mizrachi Organization in
Poland, Switzerland and America,
and plans were outlined for work in
Palestine. Efforts are also to be
made to reunite the Mizrachi Asso-
ciations in the different countries.

Advantage was taken of the pres-
ence of the delegates from abroad to
carry on intensive propaganda in this
country.

A great meeting, over which the
Chief Rabbi presided, was held in the
Philpot Street Synagogue, at which
Rabbi Meyer Berlin, Rabbi Leven-

thal, Rabbi Silver, Rabbi Ashinsky of
America and Rabbi Dr, V. Schonfield
spoke. Large mass meertings also
took place in the provinces, which
were addressed by the visiting Miz-
rachi representatives. As a result of
these meetings, the Mizrachi of this
country has gained a large number
of new members.
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Electric Motor and Power Installation

H. J. HETZEL

Electrical Supplies & Construction
Gas and Electric Fixtures.
Vacuum Cleaners.

Call 777-J. East Liverpool, Ohio.
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO. iy

CAPITAL $200,000.00
SURPLUS $100,000.00
TOTAL RESOURCES $2,000,000.00

W. M. CAIN, President Bell Phone 43 T. F. CAIN, Sec’y and Treas.

The Cain Machine Company

MACHINISTS.
Pottery Machinery and Hydraulic Valves.
General Repairs and Experimental Work
Promptly Attended To
674 Lincoln Avenue, East Liverpool, Ohio.

The East Liverpool Brick
Manufacturing Co.

Manufacturers
HIGH GRADE FACE AND FIRE BRICK.

Office and Works, Railroad Street.
East Liverpool, Ohio.

Bell Phone 2000.
C. C. Phone 245-L

Potters Motor Car
Company

Columbia and Hancock
Counties.
ALSO SECOND HAND CARS
241 West Sixth Street.
East Liverpool, Ohio.

The Enterprise Coal Company

Wholesale and Retail.

COAL AND ICE
SAND, GRAVEL, CEMENT, LIME AND BRICK
Office: 652 Walnut Street. Both Phones 99.
East Liverpool, Ohio.

AARON WEISER
and
JOSEPH SARBIN,

Both Stenotypists, as Well as
Thousands of Others Have

Made Good. by Attend-
ing the

Ohio Valley Business
College

East Liverpool, Ghio.
Day and Night Sessions.

Compliments of

M. J. CURRY

st
EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO
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