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THE CAVE OF SWORDS 

A Story of the Days of the Judges 

Little IDel looked wise, as he watched old 
Ozman pick up another sword and begin to pol-
ish it. 

"That is the hundredth time, 0 Cleaner of 
Swords," said Riel, "that you have cleaned that 
sword". 

"It is like that .for another hundred times I 
shall do the same, 0 iWiseling with the Large 
Eyes", sighed old Ozman, and he rubbed the blade 
lovingly. Then he cautioned the lad, "Forget not 
that you are my Watcher of the Hills!" Hiel 
jumped lightly to his feet and scampered up the 
steep slope of the hillside. He looked about him, 
but there was no danger. 

"It is well", was all that Ozman said when Hie! 
brought back his report, "the time has not yet 
come". 

"Will the time ever· come, 0 Master of the 
Swords, when Israel shall use these weapons 
against our oppressors of Mid ian?" 

"Come?" growled Ozman. "That time must 
come!" He thrust out a brawny hand and swept 
the cave with a wide gesture. "What have I 
gathered up these swords for, one here and an-
other there! For what have I polished them, and 
why do I keep on -polishing them?" 

"I know", shyly ventured Riel. "You have 
hidden them that the hands of the faithful may 
turn these swords against the tyrants of Midian, 
and free our land from the curse of the Baal 
worshipers! For the Midianites have taken away 
the weapons from all the men of Israel. And 
they have broken the forges, so that no man 
among us can make himself a sword. And we 
are without arms against them." 

"My son", and the old man looked solemnly at 
the boy, "that fight will be yours. But for an 
old man like myself, there is nothing to do but 
what I have done." Hiel again ran up the slope, 
light-hearted to think of the great struggle ahead. 

But what he saw from the top of the hill 
caused his heart almost to stop beating. Along 
the highway came a band of the Midianites who 
ruled over the countryside-each district of the 
land that years before had been won by Israel, 
being now in the possession of some Midianite 
clan. Boyishly shrill sounded the call of Hie!, 
that warned Ozman in time, to conceal any sign 
of the cave's whereabouts. But as he turned, a 
stone slipped from under the feet of the boy, and 
Hiel rolled to the very feet of Hetman, the :tyiid-
ianite chief. 

"A pretty pass, this!" swore the chieftain, 
while hostile hanas seized the excited, but un-
:frightened boy. "Cannot a chief of Midian ride 
through the land without hearing the vile shouts 
of Hebrew brats, or without having them tumble 
about the feet of his men?" 

"Had you not been there," spoke up Hie!, "I 
should have rolled further!" A guffaw of en-
joyment broke out from among the clansmen of 
the sheik. 

"A fine to do!" stormed Hetman, and he raised 
his whip. Hiel paled but held his ground. A 
quick, bounding step sounded behind him, and in 
a moment, Ozman faced the Midianite sheik. 

"What do you here, slave?" growled Hetman. 
"Shall a mighty chief of Midian strike a 

babe?" asked Ozman. 
"To the fields, where you belong!" snapped the 

Midianite. "What is the brat? There will only 
be one less of the stock of Israel if I slay him." 

"We have fallen low indeed, 0 sheik of Mid-
ufil," said Ozman, "but the day of our deliverance 
is nigh. The Lord will raise up a champion from 
our midst!" 

"You will not live to see it then," laughed the 
Midianite harshly. He raised his whip and 
brought it down on the old man's head. There 
was a gentle sigh, and the spirit of Ozman was 
gone from him. His body crumpled down upon 
the roadside. Hie! threw himself upon the body 
and sobbed with grief. But on the bearded faces 

of the men of Midian there was no look of pity. 
"What shall we do with the brat?" asked a clans-
man, pointing towards the madly weeping boy. 

"We can't kill them all off- yet!" spat Hetman. 
And he and his men >vent their way. Riel lay 
where he· was, wrapped in misery and uncon-
scious of the passing of time_. All at once he felt 
a hand on his shoulder. 

"What is this?" spoke a sturdy voice, with an 
expression of mingled surprise and pity. 

"The sheik Hetman, who rules over us, has 
struck Ozman so th;:tt he died," cried Riel. The 
eyes of the young man flashed. His fists were 
clenched so that the veins swelled like rope upon 
his arms. 

"I have my sign from the Lord!" he cried. 
"The Lord hath willed it that I strike for 1he 
freedom of Israel! But can Gideon strike out 
against the hosts of Israel with bare hands? I 
have the men to follow me, but with what shall I 
arm them?n Hie! was watching him with staring 
eyes. Little by- little the boy drew himself away 
from the body of Ozman, and crept nearer to the 
young man. His- eyes did not stray for a moment 
as he touched Gideon's arm. 

"In yonder cave," whispered Riel, "Ozman has 
stored up swqrds ;:tgainst the great day when a 
champion would arise for Israel!" 

"Lead me there," commanded the young man; 
and they sped away together. "It is likely," 
sighed Gideon to himself, as he followed Riel up 
the steep hill-side, "that the weapons are rusted· 
and of little use." Hie! pulled aside the brush-
wood covering irom the mouth of the cave, and 
led the young man ·in. He pointed without speak-
ing, to the ranks of shining weapons upon the 
rocky wall. 

"Praised be the Lord!" cried Gideon, as he 
drew one of the swords and wielded it. "Here be 
fit weapons indeed for those who would fight for 
the Lordi" 

"Just an hour ago Ozman was polishing that 
very sword," said Hiel; and -a lump swelled up 
within his throat, and the lips of the boy trem-
bled, and tears rolled down his cheek, "and he 
said then-" Hie! could not continue. 

"What did he say my son?" asked Gideon. 
"Ozman said," choked Hie!, "that he could do 

nothing more than he had done". 
"Nothing more!" echoed the voice of Gideon. 

"I know for a certainty, 0 brave departed spirit, 
that you have done much . . Your swords have 
armed the host of .Gideon! Your faithfulness, 0 
Ozman, has made me sure that I must go forth 
in battle to deliver my people and yours!" The 
hand of Gideon was raised in blessing. "Ozman, 
rest in peace", he cried. "Yours is the honor to 
have fallen first in the war of freedom that lies 
before us." 

-Samuel 0. Kuhn. 

RIDDLE BOX 

The Jumbled Names from the Bible that Mar-
tin Roseman sent in work out to this : 1, Miriam; 
2, Joshua; 3, Ephraim; 4, Absolom; 5, Zebulun; 
6, Jethro. 

The boys and girls who guessed it are: Alice 
Schwartz, Belfield, N. D.; Johanna .Goldberg, 
1306 S. Albany Ave., Chicago, Ill.; Sidney Lych, 
839 Frank St., McKees Rocks, Pa. (I liked your 
fetter, Sidney. It's a very good plan to "always 
try", isn't it?) Johanna's letter was interesting, 
too; and I'm glad that she and Alice are corre-
f;ponding. 

Deborah Miller has sent me a puzzle, but I 
don't think it will do, Deborah. When you say 
that the answer is a whole family, like that, you 
give the game away, see? 

Gwendolyn, the names you give here have been 
worked out by our readers before, or else they 
look very much like a former puzzle, so try again. 

Joseph Szilagyi, 1587 First Ave., New York, 
sent the right answer to the Diagonal Puzzle-
"Gideon". But it was somehow delayed. 

Now we'll have a Charade : 
My first is in light, but not in dark; 

My next in wren, but not in lark; 
My third is in zebra, not in gnu; 
My fourth is in eel, and in sturgeon too; 
My next is in cake, but in candy nay; 
My sLxth is in night, and not in clay; 
My next is in ache, also in pain; 
My last is in hail, but not in rain. 
My all is a king, righteous and true. 
His name I leave to be guessed by you! 

FAMOUS JEWS OF TODAY 

Efrem Zimbalist 

It is a funny thing, but some of the greatest 
concert performers, and most skilful musicians 
are Jews. There is such a long list of famous 
Jewish pianists and violinists, that it makes you 
wonder to think of them. And it makes you feel 
very proud. · 

Easily among the first three J e:wish musicians 
one would mention is Efrem Zimbalist. He is 
still quite a young man-in his early thirties, 
and yet he is world-famous. He was born in 
Russia, and studied music from his earliest child-
hood. His father was his teacher. His gift for 
playing showed very early, so that he was taken 
on as a pupil at the Imperial School of St. Pet-
ersburg, where the distinguished Leopold Auer 
was his teacher. At the age of 17 he first played 
in public, in St. Petersburg, before an audience 
that had heard many great artists and that was 
as hard to please as any in the world. But Efrem 
Zimualist took them by storm. At eighteen he 
was h:nown all over the world; and a very little 
later, he was invited to come and play in 
America. His success here was immediate; and 
the music lovers of America liked him so much 
that he has been here ever since. In 1914 he met 
Alma Gluck, the singer, and they wre married. 

Beside his playing, Mr. Zimbalist has composed 
music. He has played in most of the large cities 
in the United States, and is always travelling 
about, so everyone of you may have the chance 
to hear him. 

OUR MAIL 

Rosamund Cohen is certainly getting on in the 
world. This is what she writes: My dear Miss 
I sh-Kishor,-1 have four correspondents already, 
and thought I would write and tell you, as you 
might like to know. The first letter is from Miss 
Nettie Armhold in Atlantic City. She says that 
she is an old maid, but she's lovely and so far we 
have gotten along nicely. The second letter was 
from Sylvia Wagner, in Brooklyn, N. Y., and she 
writes very interesting letters, and we get along 
lovely-by which I mean that we both agree to 
the same things. The third letter is from Pearl 
Dinowitz, in Washington, D. C. She is lovely, 
but she says she is going to move. We will cor-
respond with each other, anyway. Then the last 
is from a little girl in Pittsburgh, by the name 
of Florence Davidson, and she is very cute. I 
hope Mollie Sil·op notices this. Mollie, I am sorry 
I am not 17 or 18. I am only eleven-and-a-half 
years old, but I look like fifteen, because I am 
big for my age. (Now, Rosamund, don't you 
think you have enough with fou?·?)-Miss Ish-
Kishor, my lonesomeness was not as great as 
some peoples', but I felt that I wanted to get ac-
quainted with some people, and now I am ac-
quainted with some very nice girls and am not 
lonesome. Wishing success and pleasure to you, 
-1 remain, your true friend, Rosamund Cohen. 
(Wampum, Pa.) 

Florence Davidson, as it happens, has also 
written me. She says: Dear Miss Ish-Kishor, 
I am just writing you a short letter to become 
your little friend, and have already become Rosa-
mund's. I am nine years old and like to write 
letters. I am in the sixth grade.-Your new 
friend, Florence Davidson.-That is very good, 
Florence! Nine in the sixth grade. I am very 
glad that you are my little friend. 

Eric Lidji



