GOOD LUCK AND FORTUNE OURS

we made it!

The excited train's delighted refrain subsided from day's sandwiches

and romping CLACK-CLACKETY-CLACK! to Dusk's drowsy click-clickety-clicks;

Uncle Jesse shoved his seat rest back to face papa, mamma, me,and crack
Jokes, and sing,and play crafty tricks,

Till Night stepped out the Day and Bsther slept leaning against him,
and the three whispered plans I listened to, for a future shining clear,

Mamma said to me apologetically, “Fradel, dont be big in the conductorts
eyes.. He'll soon be here.”

Worried that he'd declare me too big to pay no fare and put me out all
forlorn in the field with the wheat and the corn, I squeeszed onto the bunk
«(the covered conduit that piped heat, on the wall between the seats,

Below the windows), charmed how I managed to look little and shrunk,
I lay like a wedge handebraced on the edge and rocked with the train,
Tro=0%0=0-ocked=~and ALL AT ONCE I was ensconced with the kids in a wagon
Staring out from under the straw at a tired black silhouette mamma;
on a chair near the back, wrapped in a dark spread, doxzing with bent head.
She felt me looking, leaned to me reassuringly, " Sh-sh-child, sleep!
We're stealing the border? God willing, we're almost therel"

Comforted, (even a big seven year old girl, Mamma ), peacefully I dug
back under the hay and the wagon creaked “on the way=-on the way ", Jolted

4nd groaned that the driver, as always, ceaselessly drove the plug=--=
Plu-u-u-ging---RANG and CLANGED and WHISTLED SHRILL and I was shaken up

By mamma's volce saying to Grandma Vihné="God keep you, guard you,HaHé!“
MAME* ** 454 gnd the wageo-n-neha=l-l-l-t----wagon? the TRAIN! halted!
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The train-not the wagon! What do I regret? What gone place? Gone time?
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L8 SIXTH STREET

jeannette

Hom went around full of indignation. All riled. £ind she confided to any
one as near as the sixth house up the row, chénting plaintively that

"Wait-just wait-till he comes home that big shot! I'1ll give him a
giving that'l really remind him of you, Shvieger."

Grandma HiSora's smile was a mite sour at Mom's admiring remark. She
didn't think it quite fitting for Mom to talk so intimately in front of the
Aunts, especially as she disliked them bothi Aunt Zlottie because Uncle
Jesse had married her before Grandma came to America and had a chence to
vell him out of latching onto such a homely girl; and Aunt Annie because
Grandma had alrezdy arrived and personally done the selecting and brow-
beating of shv Uncle Jake into grabbing such a bargain, and had béen 8oing
the "oh and woe" bit for ever since.

Naturelly she felt justified in disliking both. It would be more becoming
in Mom to forego an opportunity to be a Joker in front of johnny-come-latelys
who give them a finger bit chunks out of your arm! Mom, whose ancestors
and Grandma's were closer than corns on a cob for generations-centuries even!

But that Popo needed a going over for something or other, Grandma agreed.
He was a little too gquick resenting any infringement on his rights.

"Was it ever heard a father should egg on his own children to act like
hooligans and ruffians? Keep forever urging and urging them?" Mom sneaked
sideways looks to enjoy the gobs of sympathy registered by the Aunts. "Keep
stirring them up and taching them to twist and dance yet, and roll fists
around fists-what he calls 'boxing', or anyway it soundseznd giving them
such advice 'left on the nose! right on the chin! left on the button!
THATaboy!'. Mind you, also the girls, I'm ashamed to say. *Sure Pop, right
on the button-thet's the ticket-we know'. And, do you see a button? That's

how I saw a button Neifher a box! Such a tararam!"

920 112 ©2271 177K 19X DOYLY

47

pysywrl 1°r 0270C G)P%0

2275¥3%2237 3%PRA R 17X . YUPI??IPIY X JORATARD 0?2 215 TAIRAVANDIAR ORI ORD
TR ,919K Y1270 0PYT 277 v0IY3 UORLAYT BT 12¥11 B I70aKD *ru’ yovouw
oy $°97°XK 1uaK11 19yPR3IP Y0722 YT ,07°0K LRIP WY 1?2 BAKII-LARIIM
",AVAYIIW LYK TR IVIRRIVT YPRO OV 0 OKIT 3RA R Tava

271X 1TIYT QDAKRTIYL B23 0°aRD LA¥Y?IT 0?32 K IyIIvar® Yovrpvw 0N N yaxd
©3°79 ¥7773 271 G'yBRD L I¥IIVADIARK 13271 23V 1IK 29Kk DYUINL 27 1v11
¥T7OK LRAYZ A3100 7°K © 20® 20ywrT PPIK DKIT ARDAVI (2TIKR? yuirD-.8X0Y2
FOYWTT TR AYVT K JART BIVPYL WOKD TIR ¥P7AVnR 1¥ [21p 0y?°DDKR50° yaxd

X7 OK11 ARKDAVT ¥YPRO [23¥ YUIRD TIR—;¥YIVINYU R [D1T0%1KR LAYDYIL LOXIN
VAIRDPAYT - BIWD TIX JR?2PPOD7IR PR UXRAYA OYVT YXIRA YT QW2 M yard oxkn
«7277K LIYN 2T IR IR PP2IUTT PRIR IYD?AN

« JYI?HW 2771 LRAYL ©I??D y71°°3

722331737p 119 0IYPYA L'ST (oY1 BRH ORT TXIARA 01X [¥IIVA B23ITKA K TN
,071717=1T AIRD LYTI??A9YL KT TIRN ORI JAIVOPY-T1R IR [yuby w22 X
IRP?2193-77270 221 1w?11X ,O¥IIROKRP K 1%70X ,W29y2RYOHR JTI¥y7 77K 1¥ KT
?1Iw23yDywWYa0®n 2711 T OXK 11D ©IARIIIAYA (7R AyaX

—377KR Y3IKRA I¥YII¥2 2T TOK JI0120°1K LIA 0¥ YRTD ©3I°TIKD DRD TR yaX

o TRORD ¥?70 13RLWARD

TOYRAD?IR IRI IRT YDIAD AYTI?P 3V TOI PRT AIYURD K ,80°77 OKR11V-
177W JIR DYOLIRD 2T XD BARPPYD »2R2 IRT OKRA "-?0¥3IR2?77310 11K OYIR?ID ?19
¥3°75 27 11D AKIA (3°°0PP 1% T AVIYUPRAYVI TA%7R IDARIIVA AVIT ]??K IRD
12K 277 QYPKRA-IYL3IIR A?73Iyow 227 ©x?°7"- 17271VA0?IAR JARA T T?I0000
77 197K11 FIA?IANVIIWL YITRD YOYVYIR 277 Ay 0127171 ?222°y7T ,1viavh 177K
1TRS 12°K,99P3°% ayT ©20-221 w22 vby¥3p 11X ‘a370px3’ ©911 7y OKRI1 JuD?ID
IRYT222 27 ,073°7T2 ?7 (IR-=!IJEK2 IOR 7?7201 IYTIRD 1R ,¥0IVY YT 0D
JBRA 11D BRIYA K 211 ,T?IK

11AYTIYAIR 823 7K 3RD JOR3 177P 11K 15210 K 17VA @DARIVI 209K




T M e r R ————

SIXTH STREET

50 TOWN THROUGH THEE DOOR

¥So what was with them?"-Aunt Lottie wanted to know.

"Lothing. llerely heaven and earth came together and it thundered
and lightened-that's all."-MHom shrugged

"Making such a big deal out of it isn't so necessary either,
l{eralee."=Grandma lliSora tried calming Mom.

Mom wasn't about to lose out on a swell chance to emote, nor one
to let a healthy respect for her mother-in-law take over where it
didn't f£it in.

"If you'd seen what I saw, Shvieger, you'd have gotten palpitations
of the heart! I hear such violént shrieking, so naturally I run to the
front-room window, and a black pall came before my eyesi'"- Mom's eyes
slid to the Aunts and she gathered great gobs of delight at their
interest.-"It seemed to me that every child on Sixth Street-if not from
all Jeannette-gtoed there in a great ring stomping and clapping hands,
laughing and singing such a demented song-'lever let a stretcher pass.
Kever let a stretcher pass'=. In the middle of the ring are my fine lot
of bandits. My refined student Fradel has a hold of the head of that
Ticker Dean roughneck from across the street on the corner-ever hear a
name 'Ticker?'-and she bends him to almost touvh the ground-oh, ny,
no evil eye to her strength, can you imagine%?-and that firebrand Esther
bangs his behind, please pardon the inhdelicacy, and Lasheke is kicking
him, while Itzale, a health to him, because he cant reach high, bites
his leg and I'm really worried about that, Shvieger and Shvagerins.
not because of kosher, indeed no, but his teeth, baby teeth, it should
not affect him! And what goings on-a world is alive. To add, every once
in a while a clapper and shouter dashes out of the ring, makes for the

center and wallops a good one on that Ticker-right on the stretcher. not

to be unrefined, and away-=back into the ring!.
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TOWN ON TYE OTHER SIDE

SIXTH STREZT jeannette

All of the rascals bend double laughing! So I ask vou, is this a fine way
for children of our class and station to behave?"

Grandma liiSora said,-"Just tell me, lMeralee, what sort of thing is
this 'stretcher'?"

The Aunts laughed and liom blushed.

"Who knows what! I should,perhaps/be curious about such silliness?
Let them get twisted in their own heads. It's that I must teach those
vulgar young ones what dignity is! Fighting in the street!"

"That Ticker is a coarse youth from way back,"-Grandma refused the
charge against her offspring,-"But it's no obligation on our children
to correct his manners by beating up on him, Meralee, you're right,
All is, it strikes me it was deserved and my grandchildren have a strong
sense of justice.,"

YFighting like drunken Katzappen is not nice! So he calls nates
.and nekes crazy gestures with his hands? So what?! Ignore him, I tell
them. Dont even look in his direction. Dont wake the raging pagen beast
in him, I say to them. But they should obey lIE? Vhat an idea! Their
father-his advice delights them. 'Hit faster-and harder-and longer'-0Oh,
I heard him urge them. And that's what they do-chanting that refrain all
the time, With revolving fists, tool"

Aunt Lottie and Aunt Annle grinned and Grandma.gave them stern 1looks.

"I's-ts."-she said, "A soft word is really better. Where ARB the

children now?"

Mom blushed again. "Went with a gang to the fields southof the Creex.
Exploring or something."

"Ticker too? Pagan rage and all?"

"It's vulgar to brawl like boors.'-llamma was stubborn about her notion

of gentility.
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5h
SIXTH STRELT

Jeannette

The Aunts agreed with her, but what was the use? Viith such eager
warriors like Grandpa Israel's four sons, did anyones word have weight?
To look at them, little chaps! lione exactly a Samson the Strong, wouldn't
it scem? But one false move, and it could be a giant, thelr injured
pride right away gives with a sock in the nose!

Grandma HiSora's 1ids half concealed the glcaming pride in her eyes.

"y Israel abominates cowards and cravens."-Very casually as if on
a different subject altogether.

"My Shver 'Srolie, long life to him is brave as a Lion."-lom said
affectionately and they all beamed.-"Oh, well, I guess there'll be
nothing really served if I do give Vigder a couple firm remarks. Anyway,
right after the children straightened that Ticker out, the kids all
went to the field to play such a game they called ‘'run-sheep-run'-so
nmaybe 1like Vigder says'tough' isn't so badi. Ask me something easier,

Such a queer world."
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TOWN ON THE OTHER SIDE

qoiNg 8N AN ERRRAD

Jeannette, Pa,

Sixth Street

Now that I was twelve they thought I could be let go on the trolley
to Greensburg by myself,

To Ludwig the Jewish section, to the ritual slaughterer, Mom took the
basket from the shelf

And put in the hen that had stopped laying, with her legs tied. Every
Thursday after school,

For half an hour, with a light, tight, lost-in-day-dreams smile I sit
above her and pretend I fool

Other passengers into thinking I dont hear that smart alek chicken cluck
and flap and squawk,

Or see them grin and choke chuckles sitting front faced, having sneaked a
chance to giggle and gawk.

I'm darn morose by the time I reach the slaughterer's back yard on the
hill. Anguished I fling

At him,estanding knife in hand, understanding me, wisely nodding,-the
chicken on flapping wing,

And run like crazy, hands covering ears so as not to hear her betrayed
cluck. Such crust! Think me boldest

Because I beat up punks who pick on our kids; watch the kids; make'em
laugh; not bold! I'm just’oldest!

Riding back was oke. At least the poor chicken's still,But this miserable
chore makes me feel abused and brood.

Alice Holland meets me on the corner and we walk down Sixth home together

like always. I feel good.
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FOWN ON THE OTHER SIDK

of bialystok

jeannette-and a jewish chicken

Alice says it's a shame to go clear to Greensburg just to kill an old
chicken'her Pap could do.

Tastes just as good when he chops off the head with an ax. It' lots of
trouble to be a Jew!

We giggle and compare the pile of trouble it's to be a Holy Roller
Evangelist!

And then we're home, across the street from each other, smile-part.For a

week, Thursday chicken doesn't exist,

Grandpa Israel, Native Son Of Jeannette

Chin on cane, on the sunny stoop,/ Grandpa smiling greets
Neighbors strolling towards the group / By McAdams grocery meets.
Bach pretty matron Grampa rates / On points pro and con;

A connoisseur,-he cogitates-,/ Pronounces-"Noomer Von!"

Or "Noomer Two™, or "AwKay, Tree / Still vont stop a clock!

In OUR town , Beauties Jost you seej/ Muts vee do not stock!"™
Young folk laugh and vow they'll tell / Grandma how he flirts;

Grandpa snorts, pounds cane to quell / The impudence of squirts!

Sixth Street, cleared of supper cooks / Gives Grampa this
Dusk time, when OUR town inward looks / To remember HIS.

His silent laugh is filled with rue / That bliss means to him
Ingazing at an imaged view. / Sighs "Havel-Havolim",
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JEANNETTE HIRES A HALL

As soon as the new Gross family's membership dues were deposited into the
congregation account and the Sisterhood's calculations proved right that there
was now enough money in the treasury to rent Maxwell Hall by the year,
¥rs, Finkelhore took off to sign the lease and arrange to move the Holy Ark
from our house to the Hall,

Mom, as president, would have overseen this assignment herself, but she did
feel it unbecoming in her to give God the impression she was in such an all fired
rush to oust him from her parlor where HE and the Holy Ark had held the place of
honor for over a year. Oh, God forbid,

But Maxwell Hall was so much bigger and the people could worship every Sabbath
as well as on the High Holidays, and it was in every way such a nice improvement for
HIM, she felt He wouldn't grudge her the pleasure she had in putting back the parlor
set. It had looked so forlorn, stacked in the hall. And it would be so nice not to
have the boys gripe about why was it their job to always drag men home to round out

a minyen! Just because they all made so free with our parlor?!}

So she warned us to welcome the Grosses, whose coming helped us get out of those
chores, and not to teach them smart-alek,roughneck ideas of Pop's about "socking on
the button, nor hanging one on the kisser, nor a right-a left, nothing} you hear?"

The Gross kids turned out such regular people, it was a einch to be hospitable,

First off we took them exploring in our best caves on the Southside hills, Our
two boys happily twisted themselves into a ball with the two Gross boys and rolled,
wrestling and clinching and pummelling all the way, with arms and legs and yells and
laughter bursting out from the center ball like from a porcupine, In the caves we
girls joined in the noise, hollering and waiting for the echoes reverberating on and
on and laughing back at us,

Susie Rachel sang, tossing her black curls and winking her blue eyes saucy and
gay, with fancy stomps of her powerful short legs, and we laughed and danced nlong,

~"Hunter, hunter, snuggle near/And we both will drink our beer}

So spake she-in the wild, wild woods alone,"
Delighted, with faces warm and flushed, we ran cross-town through the Grapeville

meadows, stuffing handfulls of sun-warmed raspberries and strawberries, currants and
gooseberries; and turned down Cuyler extension to Sandson's dairy where Minnie smiled
at us with great glasses of milk fresh and warm from the cows. We stood in deep, gold
flecked grass and drank, We just hated fresh warm milk, but never let on to the rest.
Our Ike was so pleased with the Grosses, he chanted their names in a rhyme,
"Sara, Annie, Rachel, Jennie, Esther, Bennie, Simon, Hymen, ABE-RA-HAM"
Oh, my! Was it possible, ever, to be that young?
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(1) ECHO OF A DREAM
Joyous Esther, Alice and I,/ In the confident strength of three would walk,

And all the neighbors passing by/ Laughed in delight at our endless talk;
We giggled about the dizzy ways/ Of all the crack-pots on the block,
About Alice's childhood Kansas days/ 4nd our dream-misted Bialystok.

It was grand for us three to laugh and walk together and be gay,

And for all to know wherever was one were all every day

In every way.

(2)
Prankish Esther, I and Alice/ Aped 'Ichabod' Stump's squeaky voice,
And sneered with derision and some malice/ At broads that are some boys‘
Or walked dance nights to Oakford Park/ To watch dance hall folk rg?g;ggi
And, as knowing critics, remark/ “That band is a lot of noisel"
Esther and Alice and I wouldn't be caught dead

Making fools of ourselves for a dance. "So ill-bred!"
We said,

(3)

Worried Alice and I and Esther/ Discussed the Glee Club and Junior Prom,
This close to the end of semester,/Like where woull escorts be coming from?
And formal gowns? That HAD to be swelll/ 0Old rose,low cutyslick as a drum,
Like those in the windows of classy Bedell's!/ And three handsome boys-
not too dumb!
Esther and Alice and I could win dates in a breese,
If we wanted to wiggle and shimmy and snuggle and tease,

And carry on like bees-knees,

in Jeannette,that Bialystok embraceq
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THE }CHO OF THE DREAM

(4)
Esther and Alice and I always/ Together walked our three-way through.

Spring and Summer done,came Fall Days/ That gave each a separatetchgre
o do.

Each of us did her single thing/ Yearning for dear talks long overdue;

And for the excitement and glamor we'd bring/ To our meeting-scintill?nt,
new!

Place and time apart, we three knowingly kept our affection strong,

But isn't it tough that after time, the years are short, the
months long!

For late comers old janitor Younkin held the gong!

(5

Hed we talked, Esther, Alice and I / Would we have wished for a dirigrent
ot?.

0 isdained 2 tirtat had passed by/ And enchantment of the old
T LRl S fere R « communication sought?

It's not for us Mr, Younkin can hold,The gong up therey, so wo never got

Our bubbling, glad and fast way told/ Whether things had come the way
we'd thoughte
The things that were done or weren't done,’ Hesheit would defend;

But really it makes no difference,*Hishersits both groups blend,
*Himherit it doesn't send,

Third person sinsular,nominative, He She It: possessive, His Hers Its;
objective, Him Her It. Especially helpful for those who musti always politely
make a second reference of an indefinite singular in the plural,

As- (If someone wants to go, let THEM go!)
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