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A P I C T U R E ' S W O R T H A T H O U S A N D W O R D S 

The Siegal, Shaffer and Smilovitz families. 

By B e n j a m i n S i e g a l 

Rauh Jewish Archives The g r o u p o f p e o p l e in th i s po r t r a i t i n c l u d e s t he S i ega l , 
S h a f f e r , and S m i l o v i t z f a m i l i e s . T h e i r g r a n d f a t h e r w a s 
A a r o n S i e g a l , w h o came, to A m e r i c a a r o u n d 1907 w i th 

his e ldes t d a u g h t e r and t w o o l d e r s o n s . A a r o n S i ega l , a 
b u t c h e r in t he sma l l t o w n o f D e r a b o n , R o m a n i a , m a d e his 
w a y to P i t t s b u r g h b e c a u s e he had " l a n d s l e i t " ( f a m i l y ) l i v i n g 
here . 

In P i t t s b u r g h , A a r o n S iega l w o r k e d in a f ac to ry . Wi th in a 
y e a r h e s aved e n o u g h m o n e y to s end for his w i f e and t h r e e 
r e m a i n i n g c h i l d r e n . 

H i s w i f e , h o w e v e r , had o t h e r p l ans and w r o t e b a c k : 
" Y o u h a v e t h r e e c h i l d r e n and I h a v e t h r e e c h i l d r e n . I can 

no t l ive t h r o u g h the o c e a n v o y a g e . " B u t A a r o n S iega l p r e -
v a i l e d and they all w e r e un i t ed in P i t t s b u r g h a r o u n d 1909. 

P e o p l e in t he po r t r a i t i n c l u d e Be t ty S h a f f e r , t he th i rd r o w 
lef t . S h e m a r r i e d D a v e F i n e m a n . E the l S h a f f e r in t h e f i r s t 
r o w l e f t , b e c a m e M r s . M o r r i s P a n s e r . In t he f i rs t row, th i rd 
f r o m r igh t , Ida m a r r i e d W i l l i a m B a r r o n . D o r a S m i l o v i t z , in 
the f i r s t row, r igh t , m a r r i e d C l a r e n c e G o r d o n . H e r baby s is -
ter , G o l d y e S m i l o v i t z , m a r r i e d H a r r y O l i t zky . T h e lone l i t t le 
boy w h o w o u l d not s t and sti l l un t i l he co l l e c t ed eve ry o n e ' s 
j e w e l r y is B e n S i ega l , w h o m a r r i e d J e a n A b r a m s . 

o u g h p h o t o g r a p h s , diaries, let ters , synagogue d o c u -
men t s , and business records , the R a u h Jewish Archives tells 
the s tor ies of Jews w h o he lped to build W e s t e r n Pennsy lva-
nia. T h e col lec t ions are housed in ou r L i b r a r y & Archives 
and available T u e s d a y t h r o u g h Sa turday , 10 a .m. to 5 p . m . 

Y O U c a n he lp preserve the he r i t age of W e s t e r n 
Pennsy lvania ' s Jews . • D o n a t e persona l papers , family 
p h o t o g r a p h s , and t he r eco rds of synagogues and 
organiza t ions . • B e c o m e a m e m b e r of t he R a u h Jewish 
Archives by b e c o m i n g a m e m b e r of t he H i s t o r y C e n t e r . 
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