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Shaffer, and Smilovitz families. Their grandfather was

Aaron Siegal, who came to America around 1907 with The ough photographs, diaries, leRt;ir;' s_vn_agogue docu-
his eldest daughter and two older sons. Aaron Siegal, a ments, and business records, the Jewish Acchives tells

T- he group of people in this portrait includes the Siegal, R8Uh JCWiSI"I AFC"'IiVCS

the stories of Jews who helped to build Western Pennsylva-
nia. The collections are housed in our Library & Archives
and available Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

butcher in the small town of Derabon, Romania, made his
way to Pittsburgh because he had “landsleit” (family) living
here. !

In Pittsburgh, Aaron Siegal worked in a factory. Within a '= z Dl
year he saved enough money to send for his wife and three
remaining children,

His wife, however, had other plans and wrote back:

“You have three children and | have three children. I can
not live through the ocean voyage.” But Aaron Siegal pre-
vailed and they all were united in Pittsburgh around 1909.

People in the portrait include Betty Shaffer, the third row
left. She married Dave Fineman. Ethel Shaffer in the first
row left, became Mrs. Morris Panser. In the first row, third
from right, 1da married William Barron. Dora Smilovitz, in
the first row, right, married Clarence Gordon, Her baby sis-
ter, Goldye Smilovitz, married Harry Olitzky. The lone little
boy who would not stand still until he collected every one’s

You can help preserve the heritage of Western
Pennsylvania’s Jews. ®* Donate personal papers, family
phiotographs, and the records of synagogues and
jewelry is Ben Siegal, who married Jean Abrams. organizations. ®* Become a member of the Rauh Jewish
Archives by becoming a member of the History Center.
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