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Halachah in Action

A-Club Privileges

UNITED States Atomic Energy Cora- 
mission (AEC) engineers have again 

"visited" (read "inspected") the big Di- 
mona atomic energy plant in the Negev 
near Beersheba and evidently found to 
their satisfaction that Israel is not press­ 
ing to become a member of the "Atomic 
Club." However, there seems little doubt 
that with her scientific and engineering 
know-how Israel could produce nuclear 
weapons, if she so chose. That she ap­ 
parently has not chosen to do so is really 
an act of faith, given the explosive dan­ 
gers and glowering threats of the Arab 
dictator-led governments on her land 
borders.

As might be expected, Israel is miffed at 
the news leak in Washington in which it 
was revealed that an AEC "visit" was 
authorized this year (previous "visits" took 
place in spring of 1964 and February 1965). 
Technically, Israel rejects inspections, 
hence the term "visits," as a courtesy to 

.a friendly United States government. The 
"leak" was diplomatically gauche.

No other nation allows any such in- 
fringementiof sovereignty—least of all the 
great powers who already have triggered 
nuclear weapons—so why should Israel, 
who is vastly outnumbered and under con­ 
tinual danger from sun-up to sun-up, with­ 
out cessation? Perhaps it is a part of Is­ 
rael's Biblically assigned role that she be 
"a light unto the nations" that in the 
very realm of political realities she show 
the way to international cooperation.

Some very knowledgeable observers in 
the politico-scientific field feel strongly 
that the less said about atomic potential 
in the Near East the better. We disagree. 
Let friend and foe alike know that the 
capability is there—but that Shalom and 
goodwill are even stronger motivations 
for Israel.

Justice Earl Warren of the 
United States Supreme Court cited 

Jewish law. "halachah," in the recent 
decision banning police interrogation of 
arrested persons who have not been legally 
advised on their rights against self-incrim- 
ination, and who do not have legal counsel 
to guide them. Handing down the decision, 
Justice Warren noted that the rule against 
self-incrirnination dates back to "ancient 
times" and particularly to Jewish life-regu­ 
latory laws. The footnote to the decision 
cites the American Jewish Congress' jour­ 
nal, "Judaism 1 ,." Winter 1956 issue, and the 
article by Rabbi Norman Lamm entitled 
"The Fifth Amendment and Its Equivalent 
in the Halachah1 ." The Hebrew legal stipu­ 
lation against self-incrimination "ante­ 
dating the Fifth Amendment by many cen­ 
turies" is encapsuled in the formula which 
states (in translation) "a man cannot re­ 
present himself as wicked," Rabbi Lamm 
explains.

In Jewish law, the halachic principle in­ 
sists that a man testifying against him­ 
self has no standing, since he is not con­ 
sidered, a bona fide witness. Even more 
broadly, confessions are disregarded since 
the Jewish sages had that psychological 
insight which oftentimes must concern it­ 
self with "saving man from his own dis­ 
tinctive insights," according to Rabbi 
Lamm.

Our ancient sages were ultra modern 
hi their concern with the psychology and 
the rule of law. Our institutions, general 
as well as Jewish, would do well to pay 
scrupulous attention to those consti­ 
tutional, administrative and institutional 
regulations which alone can make or keep 
a community, institution, or a society un­ 
spotted, ethical, pure and viable, in our 
day-to-day lives, and in the lives of those 
who come after us.

Karaite Question

KARAITES— put of the mists of 1,200 
years of Jewish history, the ques­ 

tion again besets the Jewish people, this 
tune in the modern life setting in Israel. 
A special committee headed by Israel Su­ 
preme Court Justice Moshe Silberg has 
been named to study and clarify the posi­ 
tion of the Karaites in Israel. Hardly seen 
outside of history books, the Karaites are 
still active, but are not a sect recognized 
by Israel as a separate religious communi­ 
ty; some rabbis will not permit them to 
marry into the Jewish faith without for­ 
mal conversion. The Karaites arose in the 
8th century- among those Jews in and 
around Persia who rejected the Oral Law, 
accepting only the Torah's Five Books 
of Moses and rejecting the Babylonian 
Gaonate. After 1,200 years their Jewish 
status must now be re-studied in a modern 
living society. History is full of surprises.

Other Faisal, 'Enthusiastic Zionist9
iving

By DAVID SCHWAKTZ
g Faisal may regard Zionists and Jews as enemies 

of Arabs, but there was a Faisal who thought differently. 
He was the man who first made the name Faisal famous. 

Faisal, the head of the Arab army in the first world 
war, in which the Arabs gained their independence fromTurkey, was a very good friend •———————————————————-

He was the admitted leader of 
the united Arab forces.
During World War I, after Gen­ 

eral Allenby had wrested Jerusa­ 
lem from the Turks, Dr. Weiz- 
mann went to see the British com­ 
mander. He found Allenby not 
overly interested in the Zionist 
cause.

of Zionism. He was described by 
Dr. Weizmann as an "enthusias- 

1 tic" Zionist. He 
spoke of Zion- 
ism as the 

common 
cause" of Arabs 
and Jews.

Some contend 
I that the Arab 
I part in World 
'War I has been 

Mr. Schwartz vastly over­ 
drawn, that its fighting really 
didn't amount to much. In all, 
the Arab army appears to have 
counted no more than a few thou­ 
sand men.

A great deal of its reputation 
no doubt stems from the writing 
about it by the Britisher, T. E. 
Lawrence, the famous "Lawrence 
of Arabia," who has become some­ 
thing of a legend.

However, what fighting the 
Arabs did in the war was in the 
army headed by Emu- Faisal.

"General," said Dr. Weizmann 
in effect, "you are to be congratu­ 
lated on your victory. From the 
standpoint of the area, the Ger­ 
mans have scored much greater 
victories. Whatever special dis­ 
tinction accrues to you is because 
of the special nature of the terri­ 
tory you have conquered—land 
hallowed because of its ancient 
Jewish associations.

"If history assesses a great 
value to your conquest, it will 
be because of its significance in 
the Zionist program. Otherwise, 
it will be but a small footnote in 
military annals."

In the morning, at the meeting 
with Faisal, Weizmann found the 
latter quite well informed about 
Zionism and expressing warm sup­ 
port for it. Faisal believed that 
the Arabs had much to gain by 
Jewish participation in the up­ 
building of the Middle East.

He looked forward to a renais­ 
sance of the Middle East through 
the joint labors of Arabs and 
Jews. At the end of the meet­ 
ing, Faisal suggested that he 
and Weizmann be photographed 
together.
The Zionists were disturbed sub­ 

sequently, on the eve of the Peace 
Conference, when a Paris paper 
published a report that Faisal had 
recanted his support of Zionism.

Felix Frankfurter, the Supreme 
Court Justice, who at the time 
took an interest hi Zionism as a 
co-worker of Brandeis, went to see 
the Emir. Faisal denied the truth 
of the .report that he was against 
Zionism. Instead, he gave Frank­ 
furter a letter warmly endorsing 
Zionism.

Indicating that Palestine was 
the original home of the Jews, 
Faisal closed the letter with the 
sentence: "We wish the Jews a 
most hearty welcome home."

Reizenstein's Green Thumb 
Nurtures Community Growth
[This is the second in a Chronicle series on senior statesmen of the 
community, who through force of personality and energy, plus 
the ability to work effectively with people, have, in signal fashion, 
helped to shape and build the Pittsburgh community and its net­ 
work of democratic institutions.}

LOUIS J. Reizenstein, who was born on July 26, 1896, 
two and a half months ahead of schedule—has been 

busy keeping a hop, skip, and jump ahead of his time 
ever sence.

In Pittsburgh civic and educational affairs, Jewish com­ 
munity organization, planning, 
and cohesion, Mr. Reizenstein's 
role has been that of keen dip­ 
lomatist. But he was endowed 
not only with the exacting re­ 
quirements of intelligence, pa­ 
tience, and negotiating skill, but 
also with an unfailing good hu­ 
mor, and a barrel full of funny 
stories and jokes which enable 
him to ease tensions in a serious 
committee room with a round of 
emotions-relaxing guffaws.

Perhaps the fact that he is an 
expert green-thumb gardner has 
taught him also how to nur­ 
ture human beings, cultivate 
their good points and encour­ 
age ideas to flower.
Lou Reizenstein, the man, re­ 

members when things were pretty 
tough for Lou Reizenstein, the 
boy.

So, when he wrestles with a 
way to integrate in fairness (and 
"soonest") the public schools, 

- as a member of the Pittsburgh 
Board of Public Education, he 
recalls how it was on the North- 
side for a little Jewish boy 
growing up in a hostile neigh­ 
borhood. Deprivation was a 
companion; it remains a mem­ 
ory.
When he was singled out to 

play a key diplomatic . role in 
merging the United Jewish Fund 
and the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies — with its then 
sharply emotional splits over "Is­ 
rael and overseas needs" as 
against "local needs"—he could 
draw on starting his first job un­ 
der a Russian chemist and thread­ 
ing his way along a thorny path.

When the thorny road to merger 
of the YM & WHA and the Irene 
Kaufmann Settlement led to the 
crossroads issue of a president 
acceptable to both groups, Louis 
Reizenstein was the harmony can­ 
didate to get the Y-IKC off to a 
head start onto new and broader. 
paths of community service.

When Lou Reizenstein head­ 
ed the community Jewish fund 
drive in 1952, or today takes on 
a key role in building up the 
endowment funds of the Uni­ 
ted Jewish Federation, he can 
remember how his concept of 
"needs" developed from the 
time he went to work—for $8 
a week, getting up at 5:30 a.m. 
to get to Carnegie.
He talks about his "German 

grandparents, who had enough 
sense to leave Germany for the 
United States around 1848, 1849 
and 1850.

Son of Louis and Freida Jacobs 
Reizenstein, Lou was born into a 
family in which the child next to 
him was 10 years older. Reizen­ 
stein China patterns and artistry 
have been a Pittsburgh hallmark 
for decades.

Louis grew up on the North 
Side. "I had no Jewish compan­ 
ions there. It was a tough neigh­ 
borhood. And it was not long 
before I grew accustomed to hear­ 
ing such epithets as "dirty Jew."

"I become somewhat intro­ 
verted, I guess," he mused, "and 
each summer I took up a differ­ 
ent subject to study since I had 
no companions my own age."

Instead of athletic agility, he 
developed mental agility. It stood 
him in good stead.

The young Reizenstein has sug­ 
gested to Rabbi J. Leonard Levy, 
of -ftptfe? Shalom Congregation, 
that he Avould like to become a 
rabbi. The boy greatly admired 
the stature and influence of the

LOUIS J. REIZENSTEIN
Diplomacy-cum-good humor. 

spiritual leader. But Dr. Levy dis­ 
couraged him because he lacked 
a deep traditional background.

Instead, a new world outside his 
neighborhood opened for him 
when he went to Allegheny High 
School. He blossomed like one of 
his well cultivated flowers in his 
proud garden at 618 Ellsworth 
Place, Shadyside.

At Allegheny High he edited his i 
class Journal; captained the Debat­ 
ing Team, and wrote a good deal 
of poetry. In 1915 he was gradu­ 
ated with high honor.

He took a special examination 
at Pitt and was allowed to take 
advanced courses in chemistry.

Earlier, he had been recom­ 
mended to Leon Falk, Senior, as 
"a good bright, young fellow," 
and thus began a relationship 
with the Falks that carried 
through many phases of his busi­ 
ness career.

He met and courted a lovely 
and charming girl, with a mind 
as keen as his own. Florence 
Silberstein became Mrs. Florence 
Reizenstein.

From teaching Sunday school, 
Florence Reizenstein became a 
teacher of the civil rights to the 
community, city, county, and 
state, and nation. She is com­ 
munity and civic leader in her 
own right—and no one is more 
proud of her and her many 
honors than her husband.

In September 1966 they will 
mark their 42nd anniversary. 
Their home is marked by flow­ 
ers, books, and art objects in 
rare and exquisite taste. 
Their adopted son David Louis, 

29, is a research biochemist. They 
have a grandchild Phillip Louis,4. 

Lou Reizenstein's wit is his 
trademark, no less than his snap­ 
ping humor-laden brown eyes— 
and those butterfly like Sulka bow- 
ties which he has been wearing 
for nigh on to 50 years.

("When you're working in a 
lab or in a factory they don't 
get soaked in chemicals or caught 
hi rollers!)

His ability to encapsulate a situ­ 
ation, or a person, succinctly is 
proverbial.

At a United Jewish Appeal na­ 
tional convention, the late famed 
Moshe Sharett, former Israeli For­ 
eign Minister and Prime Minister, 
was delivering a socio-economic 
address with his usual erudition 
and thoroughness.

Lou Reizenstein took his note 
pad and with a twinkle in °s 
eye cocked his head in the direc­ 
tion of the rostrum and scribbled 
a note and passed it to me. K 

' said:
"He has more answers than we 

have questions."


