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DITORIAL
Due to the illness of Mr. Milton K. Susnian, the editorials on this page have been written by Mr. Joseph Salmark.

NO COMPROMISE

AKTURO TOSCANINI, world famous 
conductor, again demonstrated his 
uncompromising resentment at the 

Nazi treatment of artists and culture cre­ 
ators who do not satisfy the 100 per cent 
Aryan test of the Goebbels-Goering crowd. 
His threat not to conduct the Salzburg 
Festspiele if arrangements were made to 
broadcast the concerts to Germany forced 
the cancellation of plans for the broadcast. 
It seems that the committee in charge of 
the broadcasts had consented to eliminate 
concerts directed by Bruno Walter in or­ 
der to comply with Nazi regulations that 
no non-Aryan artist is to be heard or seen 
in Hitlerland. Toscanini's firm stand 
aroused the Salzburg promoters to a reali­ 
zation that Toscanini's was more impor­ 
tant to them than a broadcast to Germany.

But above everything else this Salzburg 
radio incident proved that while the po­ 
litical manipulators of Austria and Ger­ 
many conclude pacts and sign understand­ 
ings, the world of culture is not ready to 
compromise with Naziland as long^as ra­ 
cial prejudice prevails.

THE ROYAL COMMISSION

THE appointment of the Koyal Com­ 
mission to investigate conditions in 
Palestine and the definition of its 

functions by Colonial Secretary Ormsby- 
Gore indicate that the British Govern­ 
ment apparently does not take much stock 
in rumors that anti-Jewish propaganda is 
instigated by foreign powers. It regards 
the present war status between Arabs
and Jews and British military forces as 
the result of a serious problem 'which 
needs to be solved.

The Royal Commission consists of six 
distinguished British authorities on Colo­ 
nial Affairs, headed by Earl Peel whose 
activities in Indian affairs stamp him as 
an expert negotiator. Mr. Ormsby-Gore 
stated that the Commission would not be­ 
gin its work until order has been restored 
in Palestine. In other words, the British 
Government is intent on removing first 
the effect before inquiring into the cause 
of troubles in modern Palestine.

n

British commissions have not achieved 
great favor with either Jews or Arabs in 
Palestine on previous occasions. The Roy­ 
al Commission, however, will receive the 
full cooperation of the Yishub and its lead­ 
ers. Zionist leadership is firmly convinced 
that any non-partisan investigation of the 
causes of the disturbances must reveal 
that Jewish Palestine is innocent of any 
intrigues against the basic significance of 
the Balfour Declaration. For this reason 
world Jewry awaits the work and decision 
of^the Royal Commission with a calm con­ 
science. It has full confidence that the 
traditional British fair play will not be 
swayed by political expediences.

IRVIN F. LEHMAN

TO eulogize the memory of Irvin F. 
Lehman does not mean delving into 
the past to sum up for the first time 

his many achievements, nor is it a matter 
of drawing up a completely new picture 
of his dynamic personality and invalu­ 
able contributions. For during his life­ 
time the splendid influence of his char­ 
acter and the worth of his accomplish­ 
ments have never for a moment been lost 
sight of. Therefore, to speak of these 
things now is merely to repeat verbally 
tributes that for years have silently been 
paid him.

Few men have been such a strong 
force in so many widely diversified fields 
of activity as was Mr. Lehman. Thus, 
as president of the Blaw-Knox Company 
and an outstanding industrial leader 
here, he was at the same time a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Carnegie In­ 
stitute and vitally interested in the cul­ 
tural life of Pittsburgh. So too, though 
Mr. Lehman stood out as a prominent 
Jewish figure and was one of the organiz­ 
ers and a past president of the Federa­ 
tion of Jewish Philanthropies, he was al­ 
so recognized as a motivating force in 
non-Jewish circles and included among 
the directors of both the Community 
Fund and the Pennsylvania Public Chari­ 
ties Association.

It is obvious that Irvin F. Lehman's 
capabilities were rare, but rarer still was 
his unselfish humanitarianism, which 
made him a privileged person never to 
lose sight of the needs of the underpriv­ 
ileged.

His breadth of vision, his generosity,, 
and his consistency of speech and deed 
were all equally unusual. Certainly it 
is not surprising that the news of Mr. 
Lehman's death leaves in its wake a com­ 
munity shocked by the grim realization 
of the irreparable loss it has suffered.

JEWISH PIONEERS IN NEW JERSEY

rE official opening of the agricultur­ 
al-industrial settlement at Hights- 
town, N. J., where two hundred Jew­ 

ish needle trades workers^and their fami­ 
lies are to be settled on small farms under 
the auspices of the Federal Resettlement 
Administration, inaugurates an important 
social experiment. The eight families al­ 
ready established in their new homes, and 
the ninety-two additional workers tempo­ 
rarily housed there because a flood of or­ 
ders necessitates the immediate opening 
of the new garment factory, are real pi­ 
oneers in a movement fraught with sig­ 
nificance for the future. At last an effort 
will be mad.e to give industrial workers 
the opportunity to live not in crowded cit­ 
ies but in the freedom of rural surround­

ings, and to have the healthful activity of 
small-scale farming as a variant to their 
factory work.

American Jewry is delighted that it is 
a group of Jewish workers that has been 
chosen for this experiment. We will watch 
the progress of the Hightstown settlement 
with deep interest.

HAS WELLS LOST PATIENCE?

AN amazing attack on "professional 
champions" of the Jewish people  
amazing because it comes from the 

pen of one who has long been known as a 
liberal thinker is contained in the forth­ 
coming book of H. G. Wells, noted British 
historian and novelist. Charging these 
"professional champions" with destroying 
"all -ease of intercourse between Jew a,nd 
Gentile," with "over-sensitizing" .Jewish 
race consciousness and with urging Gen­ 
tile writers to "exaggerated and exasper­ 
ating suppressions," Mr. Wells declares 
that such tactics destroy the patience of 
non-Jews and that, tracing a vicious cir­ 
cle, this loss of patience gives the "profes­ 
sional champion" the opportunity to 
"boast he has 'unmasked' another 'enemy' 
of the race."

What we see in this frank statement is 
a discouraging lack of understanding on 
the part of one whom we believed to pos­ 
sess an intuitive grasp of the unfortunate 
situation of persecuted minorities. When 
Mr. Wells failed to protest against the 
anti-Jewish outrages of the "Nazi regime 
or to lend his support to the anti-Nazi boy­ 
cott we thought that perhaps he was mere­ 
ly biding his time, waiting for an oppor­ 
tune moment to come out against the op­ 
pression that is destroying freedom in 
Central Europe. Now we are wondering 
whether his statements mean that his fa­ 
mous liberal attitude has undergone a per­ 
manent change, or whether he has merely 
suffered a temporary loss of patience. We 
hope the latter is true; but even so we 
find it difficult to forgive him for the en­ 
couragement his words give to those who 
are the enemies of all freedom.

DETROIT FIRES BACTERIOLOGIST
HO FAILED TO REPORT 

TYPHOID PLOT

CITY Health Commissioner Henry F. 
Vaughan has discharged Charles T. 
McCutcheon, bacteriologist in the 

milk analysis division of the Board of 
Health, for failing to report to the author­ 
ities the Black Legion plot to poison De­ 
troit Jews by injecting typhoid bacilli 
into milk and cottage cheese intended for 
delivery in Jewish districts. McCutcheon, 
whose aid was sought by Black Legion 
officials, refused to take part in the plot, 
but was afraid to report it to the police, 
another charge against him is that he 
failed to report to his superiors that he 
was a member of the Black Legion.
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