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“ W h y
L a st sp rin g  i t  w as m y p riv i

lege to  rep resen t m y people a t a 
cen ten ary celebration  o f  a  P ro t
estan t church. In  the last fo r t 
n igh t a t a  centennial celebration  
o f a  U nitarian  church  it  w as m y  
p riv ilege to ex ten d  to the n ew ly  
installed  m in ister a w elcom e to  
the W id er  F ellow ship . Such in
vita tions w ould  n o t have been  ex 
tended to a  m em ber o f  m y people  
a hundred yea rs  ago.

N o r  could a foru m  such as w e  
a re engaged  in  have been  held in 
the p a st cen tu ry. This is an un
usual occasion, f o r  w e a re h ere  
as I  understand  it  and as m y  col
leagues understand, n o t f o r  the 
purpose o f  disputation, n ot as de
baters, n ot w ith  an aim  to change 
the beliefs  o f  any o f  our listen 
ers, but sim ply to s ta te  w h y each  
chooses to  believe o r  to disbelieve 
as he does. W e are to exp ress  
ourselves fr e e ly . W e a re  to speak  
fra n k ly . W e are to p a r t fr ien d 
ly.

A n d  you  ladies and gentlem en  
have com e here I  take i t  n o t only 
to listen  to the spokesm an o f  you r  
fa ith  but to lea m  som ething of 
y o u r  n eigh bor’s belief. I  hope 
f o r  a t least one resu lt o f  this 
even in g ’s discussion. 1 hope that 
the evening w ill in  effect becom e 
a disarm am ent con feren ce, that 
peop le w ill disarm  them selves o f  
preconcep tions and notions and 
preju d ices abou t Catholicism , 
about P rotestantism , about Ju
daism, about A gnosticism .

I am  to tell you  w hy I am a 
Jew. I  shall not present you  w ith  a 
confession  o f  faith . I shall not in
dulge in a recita l o f  a w arran ted  list 
o f  nam es o f  Jew ish servants to  hu
m anity. I am  rather to  express the 
v iew  o f  one w ho happens to  h ave been 
b o m  and chooses to rem ain a Jew.

I m ake a distinction betw een being 
born  and rem aining a Jew  because it 
is im portant to em phasize th at the 
m ere incident or accident o f  being 
b o m  into a Jew ish fam ily  is not the 
sole reason fo r  one’s being a Jew. 
R ace and relig ion  constitute the tw o 
elem ents th at m ake up Judaism . Y et 
some Jews b y  birth  have professed 
C atholicism , other Jew s b y  b irth  have 
professed  Protestantism  and still oth
ers have attached them selves reli
g iou sly  to the fo llow ers o f  A gn osti
cism.

W h y  am I a Jew ? I can answer 
the question best b y  saying that I 
am a Jew  because I  understand the 
tenets o f  Judaism  and accept their 
obligations. T h ey appeal to m y rea
son. B u t m an does not live b y  rea
son alone. T h ey sa tis fy  m y em o
tions. B ut m an is not on ly “ reason”  
and “ em otion.”  T hey harm onize w ith  
w hatever idealism  I possess. There
fo re  I  like Judaism  and choose to  es
pouse its  cause.

Judaism  appeals to  m e because m  
the first p lace  it  is not based on a 
fixed system  o f  beliefs. Judaism  to  be 
understood m ust be studied n ot so 
m uch fro m  the angle o f  theology, but 
from  the angle o f  h istory  and cul
ture. I t  is bound up w ith  the des
tiny  o f  a people, its princip les are 
based on hum an experiences rath er 
than on  superhum an occurrences. 
There is no B iblical n or Rabbinical 
precept “ Thou shalt believe.”  There 
is but one dogm a, i f  it can be called 
a dogm a, and th is is its content “ H ear
0  Israel the L ord  our God the Lord 
is One.”

In the D ecalogue, quintessence o f  
religion, quintessence o f  Judaism , not 
one com m andm ent en joins one “ to  be-
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L et me subm it another statem ent 
expressed b y  a teach er o f  form er 
tim es. I t  is quoted as i f  God h im 
se lf w ere speaking.

“ I f  M y people should ign ore me, if  
M y people should not recogn ize me 
and yet obey M y law , that is, live  in 
accordance w ith  the law s o f  ju stice  
and righteousness th ey  will ye t be ac
ceptable in M y sight.”

Judaism  appeals to  me because it 
dem ands no abdication  o f  mind. A g 
n osticism  feels victoriou s in its cr iti
cism  o f  the m iracles recorded in the 
B ible. I t  does n ot recognize th at Ju
daism  on ly begins w ith  the legen dary 
accounts in  the Bible. I t  progresses 
and evolves into lo fty  concepts th at 
overshadow  the legen d and m yth and 
m iracle w hich  describe n ot Judaism  
bu t the earliest stru ggle o f  a  people 
w ho sought to understand the uni
verse  and m an’s relation  to  C reator 
and fellow -m an. T hey are the ves
tiges o f  the first step in  Judaism , they 
p lay  no p a rt in it.

Judaism  is not based on a  foun da
tion  o f  m iracle. T h e same Bible 
speaks o f  the righ ts o f  the oppressed 
and dow n-trodden, the same Bible con 
dem ns the fa lse  relig ion  o f  the op 
pressor in  term s th at are acceptable 
even to the agnostic. N or does Ju
daism  end w ith  the B ible as m y  Chris- 
itn  friends believe. I t  continues w ith  
R abbinical literatu re th at emphasizes 
the prophetic teach ings in  clear and 
unm istakable term s.

Judaism  appeals to  me because its 
m essage is ancient and m odern. Its 
oldest teachings are  still p art o f  c iv il
ization ’s ideal. I t  does n ot see m an
kind as destined to doom , the w orld  
as destined to  destruction. I t  v iew s 
th e w orld  as progressin g  to  a state 
o f  com pletion w ith  the aid o f  m an
kind.

A nd lastly , Judaism  is bound up 
w ith  the h istory  o f  a sm all people, th$ 
m in ority  o f  a ll ages and th erefore  the 
scapegoat o f  hum an error  and w ron g 
doin g, the v ictim  o f  ruthless oppres
sion and untold suffering.

Suffering unrighteousness, it  con
tinues to  preach righteousness; m eet
in g  w ith  in ju stice  it pleads the cause 
o f  ju stice ; know ing the horror o f w ar 
it  still hopes f o r  universal peace. 
B o m  into such a heritage, descendant 
o f  a people that has survived despite 
the lash  o f  the E gyp tian  taskm aster 
o f  ancient days and the hatred o f  the 
Roum anian schoolm aster o f  m odem  
days, I feel priv ileged  in being  o f  the 
op p ressed ,, v ision ing a day when 
m ankind w ill do ju stice , love m ercy 
and w alk hum bly w ith  God.
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lieve.”  F ou r deal w ith m an’s rela
tion  to  a D ivin e B eing. H erein  there 
is a difference o f  opinion. S ix  em
phasize m an’s relation  to  his fe llow - 
man. T hey prohib it murder, th e ft; 
th ey  en join  m orality  and honesty. 
T h ey are acceptable to  believer and 
disbeliever.

On the D ay o f  A tonem ent, holiest 
o f  the Jew ish calendar, trad ition  has 
it th at m an should first seek peace 
w ith  his fe llow -m an : m an should first 
righ t w ron gs against m an b efore  he 
essays to  be a t one w ith  God. Deed—  
n ot creed— is th e essence o f  Judaism. 
The sources o f  Judaism  teach  m e that 
n ot p recep t but exam ple is demanded 
o f  me, n ot profession  o f  fa ith  so much 
as perform an ce o f  m oral duty.

A ga in  Judaism  appeals to  me be
cause it  is not the creation  o f  a sin
g le  person— patriarch , priest, seer, 
prophet o r  rabbi. Its v ery  nam e is 
singu lar in  th a t it  is derived fro m  the 
people w ho conceived it  and devel
oped it  and sustained it  in  the land 
o f  th eir orig in  and in  the lands o f  
th eir dispersion. Judaism  is a  w ay  
o f  life— an evolving plan  fo r  hum an 
relations. B o m  o f  a fa ith  in a Cre
ator w hose nature is indefinable and 
indescribable it  develops in to a code 
o f  m oral law , into a zeal fo r  righ 
teousness and ju stice , in to  a love  o f  
fellow -m an, into a  hope fo r  hum an 
brotherhood, in to  a passion  f o r  uni
versa l peace. A  u niversal ideal tran s
fu sed  w ith  the consciousness o f  a uni
versa l God.

Judaism  appeals to m e because it 
does n ot hold itse lf  self-sufficient. It 
does not hold itse lf  the “ absolute re 
lig ion ” — the pattern  already fash 

ioned and form ed— w ithout w hich no 
m an can be tru ly spiritual and which 
all m ankind m ust adopt. Its princi
ples are intended n ot fo r  the salva
tion o f  the soul in another w orld , but 
fo r  the salvation  o f  m ankind in an
other era.

Its  m oral teach ings are not fo r  the 
exclusive use o f  the Jew ish people. A t  
Sinai, say traditions, the Law  was de
livered to  all th e nations o f  the 
earth. Its teachings can be p rac
ticed  b y  men w ithout dem anding o f  
them  the observances o f  cerem ony 
and ritual pecu liar to  Jew ish life , fo r  
its princip les are universal, its cere
m onial is on ly  fo r  the Jew.

A t  th is ju nctu re  le t me say  a w ord 
about m y  agnostic friend . A  few  
years ago Mr. D arrow  delivered an 
address from  m y pulpit. T hat ad
dress brought me a flood o f  criticism  
and a deluge o f  questions as to  the 
p rop riety  o f  inviting an agnostic to 
speak in  a house o f  w orship  dedicated 
to a  G od in  W hom  he does not be
lieve. M y rep ly  w as a serm on from  
the same pu lp it upholding not only 
freedom  o f  w orship but freedom  to 
doubt and to  disbelieve. I said then 
as I say  now  that M r. D arrow ’s life  
has been spent in  seeking to  do ju s
tice  and to  prom ote rightness, that he 
has been a cham pion o f  the p oor  and 
the needy, that he has extended the 
hand o f  m ercy to  the low liest— that 
his service to  his fellow -m an has been 
o f  the h ighest spiritual character. 
W hether or not he chooses to  call h im 
se lf a m achine and w hether o r  not 
he chooses to call h im self a believer 
is his personal concern.

M y attitude w as in  harm ony with 
the sp irit o f  Jew ish teaching.

“ The righteous o f  all nations shall 
have a share in the w orld  to  com e.”

W h at does th is rabbinic statem ent 
m ean? It expresses in  the language 
o f  another day th at a  m an’ s sp iritu 
a lity  is tested n ot b y  w hat he believes 
but rather b y  w hat he does.

Lay Beth Shalom Cornerstone

M rs. Sam uel A ron son  w as h igh  bidder fo r  the trow el w ith  w hich  to lay  the 
cornerstone o f  the Beth Shalom  Tem ple, Beacon Street and Shady Avenue, yes 
terday. P ictu re shows her son, Jacob  A ronson, cem enting the ibig stone in 
place. M rs. A ron son  is  behind him. A t righ t is  M. L. A vner, president o f  the 
congreg-ation, and in rear center is  Rabbi G oodm an A . Rose.


