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P o r t s m o u t h  F a n s  R e l y  O i l  P i t l e r
Pittsburgh Jew ish Athlete 

M anager Of Ohio Team

By BOB LEWIS

W h e n  the M id d le  A t la n t ic  League, 
one of the two th r iv in g  m in o r leagues 
operating  in  th is  section o f the T r i-  
State  district, p ried  off the lid  o f  its  
pennant race la s t  W ednesday, a p rom i
nent Jew ish  athlete and  a  native  P it t s 
b u rgh e r w a s in  charge  of the P o r t s 
m outh  Club, a  new  en try  in  the c ir
cuit.

Jake  P itle r, a  fo rm er m a jo r league 
second base
m an  w ith  D e 
t ro it  in  the 
A m e r i c a n  
Le a gu e  a n d  
P it t sb u rg h  i n  
t h e  N a tio n a l 
League, is  the 
pop u la r m an 
a g e r  o f the 
Po rtsm o  u  t  h  
C l u b  a n d  
those w ho are 
fa m ilia r  w ith  
h is  ab ility  as 
a field general 
a r e  look ing  
f o r  h im  to 

1/ \ la nd  h is  team
$  am ong t h e

Jake P it le r leaders in  the
league, headed b y  E lm e r  D a ily  of 
m inor league fame.

P it le r  h a ils  f ro m  a  fa m ily  o f a th
letes, be ing  a  b ro ther o f D a ve  P itle r,
fo rm er F i f t h  A ve n u e  H ig h  School and 
U n iv e r s it y  of P it t sb u rg h  quarterback, 
and  H u tc h  P itler, who, d u r in g  the 
he yday  of h is  f igh t in g  career, stood 
out w ith  the best ligh tw e igh ts  in  the 
country.

M o st  Successfu l
A th le t ica lly  speaking, Jake  ap p a r

en tly  w a s the m ost successfu l o f the 
three brothers, w ho sta rted  the ir 
spo rts  career w h ile  re s id in g  in  the 
v ic in ity  of P r id e  Street.

The  Po rtsm ou th  m anage r first  
ga ined  recogn ition  a s a baseball p la y 
er d u r in g  h is  days w ith  the C ha tta 
nooga  C lub  of the Sou th e rn  A sso c ia 
tion. I t  w a s  w h ile  he w a s p la y in g  
second base fo r  the Lookou ts th a t  he 
attracted the attention o f m a jo r league 
scouts, am ong them  be ing  one from  
the P it t sb u rg h  P ira te s  and another 
f ro m  the D e tro it  T ige rs.

B a rn e y  D re y fu ss, the late ow ner o f 
the P it t sb u rg h  P ira te s, though t he 
had  obtained the services of P it le r  fo r 
the C orsa irs, b u t  a fte r announcing  
that he had  purchased  the native  P it t s 
burgher, lo and  behold, the N a tio n a l 
Com m ission, w h ich  at tha t  tim e ru led  
the activ ities o f the m a jo r leagues in  
sam e m anner as the p re sent-day  Judge  
K ene saw  M o u n ta in  Lan d is, decided 
that P it le r  w a s  the p ro p e rty  o f the 
D e tro it  T ig e rs  and P itt sb u rgh  w as 
forced to abandon its  cla im  to the 
second sacker.

Demanded “New Deal”
T h e  ru l in g  o f the N a tio n a l Com - 

m ision, at tha t tim e headed b y  the 
late G a r r y  H e rrm a nn , fo rm er owner 
of the C inc in na ti Reds, th u s  a ga in  in 
cu rred  the enem ity o f  the P it t sb u rg h  
owner, w ho led the f igh t to establish  
a  “new  deal” in  m a jo r league base
ball, a fight w h ich  b ro ugh t  about the 
d isrup t ion  of the N a tio n a l Com m ission  
and the  establishm ent of the present- 
day  setup w ith  Judge  L a n d is  the su 
prem e dictator in  the b ig  leagues.

T h e  a w a rd in g  o f P it le r  to the D e 
tro it  T ig e rs  w a s  no t the first tim e 
the P it t sb u rg h  C lub  h a d  been deprived 
of the services o f  a f irst-c la ss p layer 
b y  the old  N a tio n a l Com m ission.

Y e a r s  before the P it le r  decision w as 
handed  down, the P ira te s  claimed the 
serv ices o f George Sisle r, fo rm er U n i
ve rs ity  o f  M ic h ig a n  sta r p itcher and 
one of the g reatest s lu g ge rs  o f  all

time, but the B row ns, rep re senting  
St. L o u is  in  the A m e r ic an  League, a l
so claim ed h im  and  after a  lot o f  b ick 
ering, the N a tio n a l C om m ission  ru led  
tha t he w a s the p ro p e rty  of the St. 
L o u is  Club.

S ta r t in g  out a s  a p itcher (and  he 
w a s rated  am ong  the best college 
m oundsm en ever developed) S is le r 
w a s  tu rned  into  a  first  basem an be
cause of h is  a b ility  to h it  consistently. 
H e  enjoyed a b rillia n t  career w ith  the 
B ro w n s  and ne a r the close of h is  p la y 
in g  days w a s nam ed m anage r of the 
team.

Dreyfuss Led Fight
B a rn e y  D re y fu s s  never did get over 

the decision handed  down b y  the N a  
t io na l C om m iss ion  in  the S is le r  case 
and it  sta rted  the late P it t sb u rg h  m a g 
nate on a  d rive  th a t  f in a lly  led to the 
dow nfa ll o f the powers-that-be in  base
ball.

The  P it le r  case, however, w a s  d if 
ferent in  some respects a s the P ira te s  
f in a lly  re ga ined  h is  services a fte r he 
w a s aw arded  to the D e tro it  T ige rs. 
P it le r  p layed  second base fo r  the 
A m eric an  L e a gu e rs  fo r  severa l ye a rs .’ 
W h e n  the T ig e r s ’ m anagem ent asked 
fo r  w a ive rs  on P itle r, he w a s  claimed 
b y  the P it t sb u rg h  Club, a t  tha t time 
m anaged  b y  J im m y  Callahan. N eve r 
a consistent slugger, P it le r  had  the 
kn a ck  of h it t in g  w hen baseh its meant 
ru n s  and  he gave  the P ira te s  a  lot of 
va luab le  sendee d u r in g  the days the 
C o rsa ir s  w ere s t ru g g lin g  to get out 
of the second division. P it le r  w a s a 
sm a rt  baseball p la ye r and  possessed 
the ab ility  to d iagnose the w eakness of 
the opposition. Sp e a k in g  o n  th is  
phase  o f the gam e a lw ays b r in g s  
back  the tim e w hen P it le r  crossed up 
h is  own m anage r and club.

The  P ira te s  w ere engaged in  a close 
gam e and  needed a ru n  to tie  the 
score. P it le r  cam e to bat w ith  the 
t y in g  ru n  on th ird  and the w in n in g  
ru n  on  f irs t  base and  on ly  one out. H e  
w a s  ordered to la y  one down on an 
attempted squeeze play, w h ich, i f  it 
worked, w ou ld  have  tied  the score 
and placed the w in n in g  ru n  on second.

Strategy Fails
A fte r  m is s in g  the f irs t  p itch on the 

attempted bunt, P it le r  noticed that 
the infield w a s p la y in g  in  close and 
thou gh t it  w a s  a good tim e to forget 
in stru c tion s and  line  one out to the 
outfield. H e  let go  on a ll b a rre ls  on 
the next p itch  a n d  lined into a  double 
p la y  to snu ff out the ra lly . W h a t  he 
w a s told  b y  the late M a n a g e r  J im m y  
C a llah an  could no t be printed. H e  
also drew  a sa lty  fine fo r  h is  attempt 
to become a  hero!

A ft e r  f in ish in g  h is  ca reer w ith  the 
P it t sb u rg h  Club, Jake  became identi
fied w ith  the old O il C ity  Club, w h ich  
at tha t tim e w a s a m em ber o f the 
Tw o -T e am  League, w h ich  a lso inc lud 
ed F ra n k lin .  O il C ity  and  F r a n k l in  
both were “ra id in g ” the b ig  league

ra n k s  fo r sta r p laye rs  in  an effort to 
outdo each other in  bu ild ing  pow erfu l 
teams. P it le r  w a s  m a na ge r o f  the O il 
C ity  team  d u rin g  its  b rillia n t  career 
and m any  a great battle m arked  the 
m eetings between the team s repre 
sen ting  the ne ighbo ring  towns.

D u r in g  the w in te r season, P it le r  
made h is  hom e in  O il C ity  and fo r a 
lo n g  period  of yea rs  operated a pool 
room  and b ow ling  a lley in  the V e n a n go  
C oun ty  town.

F o llo w in g  the d isrup t ion  o f the O il 
C it y  and  F r a n k l in  clubs, P it le r  be
came affiliated w ith  the N e w  Y o rk -  
Pe n n sy lv a n ia  League  and m anaged  
severa l clubs in  tha t  circuit, am ong  
them  be ing  pennant w inners.

Succe ssfu l M a n a ge r
P it le r  h a s  h a d  a  lot of success as 

m anage r o f first-c la ss baseball team s 
and  Po rtsm ou th  fa n s  a re  lo o k in g  fo r 
h im  to g ive  them  a pennant the ir first 
season in  the M idd le  A t la n t ic  League.

_ Sp e a k in g  of J ew ish  s ta rs  in  o rga 
n ized baseball, the B o ston  R e d  S o x  of 
the A m e r ic an  League, m anaged  b y  
Joe C ron in, fo rm e rly  of the. P it t sb u rg h  
P ira te s  a n d  w ho got h is  s ta rt  in  the 
M idd le  A t la n t ic  League  as a member 
of the John stow n  Club, h a s  tw o of 
them  on  h is  roster.

A s s i s t in g  C ron in  in  the capac ity  of 
coach and  first  lieutenant is  none other 
tha t A1 Schact, fo rm e rly  a m em ber of 
the baseball com edy team  o f A1 
Schact and  N ic k  A ltrock , o f the W a sh 
in g ton  Senators. Schact and A lt -  
ro ck  were know n  fro m  coast to coast 
fo r  the ir  clever antic s and a w orld  
series w ithou t the ir presence on the 
d iam ond w a s deprived of a lot of 
color.

Schact m a y  have  been a com edian 
w hen team ed up  w ith  A ltrock , yet he 
is  re ga rd ed  b y  veteran m a jo r leaguers 
as one of the sm arte st m en in  the 
game. H a d  he decided to stick  in  the 
gam e as a pitcher, Schact w ou ld  have 
been a  consistent w in ne r on the 
mound, accord ing to close observers of 
the sport.

A n o th e r Jew ish  sta r, likew ise  a fo r
m er m em ber of the W a sh in g to n  Se na 
tors, is  a member o f the Bo ston  Red 
S o x  catch ing  staff. H e  is  M oe  Be rg , 
college g rad u a te  and  lin gu ist, w ho a l
so saw  service beh ind the bat fo r  the 
C leveland Ind ian s. B e rg , w ho ha s 
m astered seven language s fluently, ha s 
been unable  to catch re g u la r ly  fo r  the 

. R e d  S o x  due to the fine w o rk  be ing  
tu rned  in  b y  R ic k  Fe rre ll, fo rm e rly  
w ith  the St. L o u is  B ro w n s  and  a 
b ro ther of W e sley  Fe rre ll, fo rm er 
C leveland In d ia n s ’ pitcher, w ho also 
is  a m em ber of the C ro n in  troupe.

S P O R T S  J O T T IN G S
S p e a k in g  of fo rm er athletes w ho 

have  made good in  the bu sine ss world, 
how  about H a r r y  M ates, fo rm er mem
ber o f  the Coffey Club, who, like  M o y  
M a rk s ,  is  the head of the basem ent 
departm ent o f a dow ntow n sto re ? . .

" A L W A Y S  R E C O M M E N » ”

►
S I N C E  1 9 1 5

w m m m , p u b lic  prae
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M ate s, w h ile  se rv in g  w ith  the N in th  
In f a n t r y  of the Second D iv is io n  over
seas, w a s  aw arded the D ist in g u ish e d  
Se rv ice  C ro ss  fo r  he ro ism  under fire 
. . .  H a r r y  is  a b ro ther o f B u tc h  M ates, 
who sta rred  a s a  linem an on the F if t h  
A ve n u e  H ig h  School football team  . . 
T h e  Y o u n g  M e n ’s  and  W om en’s H e 
b rew  A sso c ia t ion  w ill pu t on quite a 
p ro g ra m  next S u n d a y  in  honor o f w^fc 
ne rs  in  the v a r io u s  in t ra m u ra l le a«|p i 
. . . A m o n g  the speakers w ill b ^ % r .
H . C. Carlson, basketball coach at the 
U n iv e r s it y  o f P ittsb u rgh , and Iz z y  
W einstock, s ta r  fu llb ack  o f the P a n 
the rs  d u r in g  the 1934 season . . . 
W e instock, incidentally, w ill p la y  fo r  
the P h ilad e lph ia  C lub  in  the N a tio n a l 
P ro fe ss io n a l Leagu e  next season . . 
P h il  (C h a p p y ) Goldstein, fo rm er 
ligh tw e igh t  boxer and  b o x in g  coach 
at the “Y ,” h a s  completed p la n s  to 
stage  a b o x in g  show  in  connection w ith  
the a ffa ir . . . A1 Q ua ill, p ro m is in g  
m iddlew eight m anaged  b y  P h il Gold
stein, w ill meet V ic  W icke ts in  an 
exh ib ition  . . . M o se  Butch, popu lar 
O ak lan d  scrapper, a lso w ill  appear on 
the ca rd  . . . Shades o f the o ld  days 
featu red  the recent M accabiad, staged 
in  the Y . M . and W . H . A., w hen the 
D oc Gordons, fo rm e rly  A lle gh e n y  
M o u n ta in  A sso c ia tio n  basketball cham 
pions, came th ro u g h  w ith  the ju n io r 

title  . . . Th ree  fo r  
m er Jew ish  s ta rs  of 
the D uquesne  U n i-  
v e rs ity  basketball 

:,i S l l  team, w ho p layed fo r
^ W, the Y .  M . H . A . qu in- 
, tet la st  s e a s  on ,
' / J w ou ld  p rove  v a lu 

able add itions t  o 
any  local h ig h  school 
coach ing  staff . . . 

f> T h e y  are A r t  F e ld 
man, rated by Coach 
C h ick  D a v is  as one 
o f the greatest fo r
w a rd s  in  the h isto rj 
of basketball at D u 

quesne; M a r t y  Reiter, b r illia n t  guard , 
and  I r v in g  B renner, sta r center . . . 
T h e y  are not on ly  good basketball 
p layers, bu t keen students o f the 
gam e . . . Th ree  m em bers o f the G o r
dons, nam ed fo r  the p o p u la r  Center 
A ve nue  dentist, w on places on the a ll
tournam ent team  . . T h e y  w ere S ta rk , 
Ro se n  and  R e ife r  . . . T h e  D o c  G o r
dons are know n  not on ly  fo r  the ir  
a b ility  to p la y  basketball, b u t  fo r 
the excellent m anner in  w h ich  they 
stage  a banquet o r dance . . . T h e ir  
sp lend id  a ffa irs in  the old days were 
som eth ing  to rem em ber . . . C o n g ra tu 
la tion s a re  in  order fo r  the m embers 
o f the E n o ch  R a u h  C lub  fo r  the ir 
sp lend id  un d e rta k in g  in  not on ly  o f
fe r in g  a free m em bersh ip in  the Y . 
M . H . A . to boys unab le  to p a y  fo r  it, 
bu t fo r  the ir  announcem ent tha t a 
scho la rsh ip  to  one o f the three local 
un ive rs itie s  w ill be g iven  some w orth y  
Jew ish  stud'ent . . . Jake  M in tz , new 
box in g  im p re sa r io  at H ic k e y  Pa rk . 
M illva le , is  back home a fte r a so journ  

in  the E a st ,  d u r in g  w h ich  t r ip  he 
hobnobbed w ith  Jack  D em psey  and 
M a x  W a xm a n , the la tter m anage r of 
V in ce  Dundee, fo rm er w o r ld ’s m iddle
w e igh t cham p ion  . . . P rom ote r M in tz  
is  now  engaged  m app ing  out the p ro 
g ra m  fo r  h is  open ing  show  on M a y  
12 . . . W h ile  in  the E a st ,  M in tz  had  
h is  p icture  taken  w ith  Jack  Dem psey, 
now  a  w e ll-know n ow ner of a re stau 
ra n t  in  G otham  . . . O sca r L e v in , the 
first  basketba ll capta in  o f  the old 
E n o c h  R a u h  team, w a s  am ong  those 
present at the recent r u n n in g  o f the 
K e n tu c ky  D e rb y  at C h u rch ill D o w n s 
in  Lou isv ille .
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Art Feldman


