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People & Issues: 44 for much and more/

Ovlnu Malkenu af Slnal
One of the oldest, nearest, 

and dearest prayers to the 
Jewish heart at this time of year, 
the Yom Nerayim,the Days of 
Awe," is the Ovinu Malkenu 
"Our Father, Our King".

In the litany most familiar and common 
today, the Ovinu Malkenu consists of 44 
heart-touching invocations.

And the more life you live, the more 
poignant are those cadences.

Further, Ovinu Malkenu is a prayer- 
poem of historic growth. It did not spring 
full-blown into the Machsor or Siddur, the 
holiday or the daily and Sabbath prayer 
book. Rather, it accompanied the ebb and 
flow of Jewish history.

It had, and has, root-meaning for all our 
times and climes. Today included. As in an 
anquished tooth, roots sometimes hurt.

From desert (Sinai) where the fate of 
the Jewish People has been demarcated 
and often decided.

During the Ten Days of Repentance bet­ 
ween Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, the 
Ovinu Malkenu, Our Father, Our King, is 
recited with the constancy and the throb of 
a heartbeat.

Talmudic writings assign some of the 
lines to the famed Rabbi Akiva, who spoke 
of them on a fast-day in time of drought.

When the Ovinu Malkenu was embraced 
into the daily litany during the Ten Days 
Of Repentance, prayers for life and par­ 
don were introduced.

A Siddur of the 9th Century lists but 25 
verses in the Ovinu Malkenu. But the con­ 
tinuing chain of history marking disasters, 
bloody persecutions, plagues, and cruel 
wars against the faithful by the Hamans, 
the Hadrians, and the Hitlers   to this 
very day   increased the number to the 
present 44.

One does not lighly recite the Oviniu 
Malkenu without thinking of both person 
and People, of self and all our Selves. How 
shall we, our loved ones, our People, our 
Country, America, our land of Israel, our 
World fare?

Then, too, one thinks of what might 
Ovinu Malkenu of old think of our needs in 
the terms of today   especially as we corn- 
template the Egypt-Israel Sinai accord (!) 
negotiated through Secretary of State, 
Henry Kissinger, survivor of Hitler, of the 
Holocaust, and of the Six Million.

With restraint and humility, one's 
thoughts might throb thusly:

Our Father, Our King! we have sinned 
beforethee...

Our Father, Our King! have they sinned 
less?...

Our Father, Our King! let a happy year 
begin for us...

Our Father, Our King! nullify all the evil 
decrees against us... and teach us to num­ 
ber, and to heed, all the vital early- 
warning-systems in the desert or in our 
hearts...

Our Father, Our King! nullify, too, all 
the designs of terror against the watchers, 
the monitors, the surveillance teams of the 
Sinai Desert peace...

Our Father, Our King! nullify the 
designs of those that hate us... those in 
secret as those in public...

Our Father, Our King! let their words be 
as silence, their fulminations as the dying 
winds, their arrows of poison turned to the 
iron in the honey.

Our Father, Our King, make the counsel 
)f our enemies of no effect...

Our Father, Our King! rid us of every 
oppressor and adversary... be it in 
Hemisphere East or the Hemisphere West.

Our Father, Our King! close the mouths 
of our adversaries and accusers... make 
their doubletalk be of double benefit, their 
doublethink be of doublegood and not of 
troublebad...

Our Father, Our King! of pestilence and 
the sword, of famine; captivity, and 
destruction, rid the children of thy 
covenant.

Our Father, Our King! of persecution   
cold wars   let Soviet Jewry know no
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more, of their captivity free them forever, 
and from destruction save them...

Our Father, Our King! withhold tjle 
plague from thine inheritance... let the 
healing hand given Thy People heal the 
afflicted in mercy everywhere...

Our Father, Our King! forgive and par­ 
don our iniquities... and teach us to know 
them no more and let the rest of the world 
know to ask pardon and forgiveness, too...

Our Father, Our King! if evil men plot 
behind silken curtain or metalled door, 
with oil or with katyusha rocket, render 
them and theirs   duds 

Our Father, Our King! let Thy remem­ 
brance of us be for good... and teach us 
gratitude in good fortune; fortitude in dif­ 
ficulty...

Our Father, Our King! inscribe us in the 
Book of happy life...

Our Father, Our King! inscribe us in the 
book of redemption and sustenance... and 
sweep famine from the earth from Ap- 
palchia to Africa through the model of Kib­ 
butz and moshav.

Our Father, Our King! inscribe us in the 
book of maintenance and sustenance... and 
teach us here to share Thy bounty with Thy 
Children of Israel and with the world's 
needy... teach too, the oil barons, sheiks, 
and moguls to share, too, their oil- 
gushered wealth.

Our Father, Our King! inscribe us in the 
book of forgiveness and pardon... turn our 
enemies into friends in Cousinhood...

Our Father, Our King! let the salvation 
spring forth for us...

Our Father, Our King! let oil spring for­ 
th from the earth to pour oil on troubled 
waters, not to poison them...

Our Father, Our King! raise up the 
strength of Israel Thy people...

Our Father, Our King! raise up the 
strength of Thine anointed... let no secret 
arrow, tank, plane, missile, or terrorist 
bring them harm...

Our Father, Our King! fill our hands 
with Thy blessings... as Thou teach us 
wisely to share them for good and not for 
ill...

Our Father, Our King! receive our 
prayer in mercy and in favor.

Our Father, Our King! open the gates of 
Heaven unto our prayer.

Our Father, Our King! we pray Thee 
turn us not back empty from Thy presen­ 
ce... let not enemies take from Israel her 
strength with empty words or promises, 
waiting to fall upon her later with tongue- 
turned-to-tank-and-to-missile...

Our Father, Our King! remember we 
are but dust... but Thy own dust...

Our Father, Our King! let this hour (of 
history) be an hour of mercy and a time of 
favor with Thee... we fear for the safety 
and the security of those who bear Thy 
teachings in their name... teach them, too, 
how pleasant (and necessary) it is for 
brothers (and sisters) to dwell in unity...

Our Father, Our King! have compassion 
upon us and upon our children and our in­ 
fants... they whom we have sent to Thy 
Holy Land to redeem it in love and peace, 
ir. ideals and in great aspirations...

Our Father, Our King! do it for the sake 
of them that were slaughtered for Unity... 
teach us to remember, and never to forget, 
the Six Million and millions unnumbered...

Our Father, Our King! do it for the sake 
of them that went through fire and water 
for the sanctification of Thy Name.... 
and of those spirit-strengthened soldiers 
who went through the desert lines of fire to 
rescue those bodies even where earthly life 
was gone, so their widows and children 
might be spared prolonged anguish...

Our Father, Our King! do it for Thy sake 
if not for ours... let not petro-dollars be 
beaten into ballistic missils; or economics 
into human sacrifices...

Our Father, Our King! do it for Thy sake 
and save us... let every enemy weapon 
fashioned against Thee and us be as blunt 
and soft as a Purir. bpiel hammer in Tel 
Aviv...

Our Father, Our King! do it for the sake

Iricribe u in the bcok°f matt
of Thine abundant mercies... and have 
mercy on Thy people who give away, in 
hope for peace, their defences... all the' 
more we trust not in man, but in Thee... 
respectfully, humbly, timidly, even though 
a little boldly... please remember...

Our Father, Our King! do it for the sake 
of Thy great mighty and revered Name by 
which we are called...
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Our Father, Our King! be gracious and 

answer us, for we have no good works of 
our own; deal with us in charity and kind­ 
ness, and save us... for the odds are so 
great against us! On earth, that is!

Our Father, Our King! forgive us for we 
have gone beyond verse 44... and we would 
say more an*d*~niore...but our words are 
without tongue... so help them, please to 
climb Thy Heaven's rung.!

Letters To The Editor
"Let Thy Words Be Brief" Koheleth (Ecclesiastes)

Buy from friends
To The Editor of The Chronicle:

Do you or any of The 
Chronicle's readers know of 
an organization that com­ 
piles information on the 
practices of American com­ 
panies? I am speaking in 
regard to these companies' 
hiring practices, policies af­ 
fecting Israel, and histories 
of pro- or anti- Semitic 
behavior.

My reason for asking this 
is that when a choice needs 
to be made concerning a 
product to buy or a service 
station to attend or other 
such selections one of the 
factors that should be con­ 
sidered is how the com­ 
pany's policies affect Jews.

Why should one purchase a 
product from a manufac­ 
turer that discriminates 
against Jews in hiring or 
promotion practices or who 
contributes to the Arab 
cause? Or if there is no 
significant difference bet­ 
ween two products, why 
should one not purchase the 
one from the company that

contributes to the United 
Jewish Fund each year?

With the openness that 
now must accompany con­ 
tributions and corporate 
practices this information 
should not be difficult to ob­ 
tain, Moreover, this in­ 
formation should be made 
aware to the Jewish con­ 
sumer so that he can allow 
his voice to be heard at the 
market place.

Mark Pollock 
Pittsburgh

Not a village
To The Editor of The Chronicle:

I read with great interest 
the article about Pinchas 
Sapir in the issue of your 
newspaper dated Aug. 21, 
and I would like to draw your 
attention to the following:

There was a remark that 
Pinchas Sapir was born in 
"the Polish village of 
Suwalki" and I want to tell 
you that Suwalk i was not a 
Village, but a "Gubernski 
Gorod" (which means a 
Government City) with a

population of 30,000, at least 
20,000 military men, had two 
Russian Gymnasiums, one 
Polish Gymnasium, many 
Cheders, Yeshivas and 
many very good Jewish 
schools. I was born, raised in 
Suwalki and graduated 
from the Gymnasium (which 
was at that time under the 
Russian Czar and Russian 
rule), and I know all about 
this city.

Since it was a "Gubernia" 
(Government City) it had 
also a governor and during 
and after the First World 
War was known as an im­ 
portant city.

Mrs. Aron Robinson 
Pittsburgh

The Chronicle welcomes tet­ 
ters to the Editor. They rmiit 
carry the full name, address, 
and phone number of ll" 
writer. If requested, pen 
may be used at the 
discretion. Please keep all 
ters as brief as possible, an 
type only one side of the sheet' 
Any letter may be condensed °r 
edited.
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