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People & Issues: Sophie—up from Roberts Street!

The Councilman is o Lady!
By ALBERT W. BLOOM, Executive Editor of The Chronicle

T he Councilman is a lady! 
Sophie Masloff, first Jewish 

woman Councilman in Pittsburgh 
history, looked out of the window 
of a comfortable city club, toyed
with her fish, and said wistfully:

"It's a long way from Roberts Street for me."

Actually, the site of old Roberts Street 
was just a fe\\ blocks away uptown, but to 
Sophie the distance was measured in more 
than feel or miles.

"It-'sa long way..."
Sophie smiled, a far-away smile:
"I've been in Pittsburgh more than 50 

years. For 40 of those years I've been in 
politics.

"I went out of Fifth Avenue High School 
in the Depression to work in politics.

"It w-as the time of the Depression and 
the WPA and our family was in dire 
straits, as so many other families were in 
the Hill District of Pittsburgh and 
throughout America.

Sophie Masloff is the only woman mem­ 
ber of City Council. "I wish there were 
another one, at least, I wouldn't feel so 
lonesome." she smiled, "f'll he glad to get 
out and work for another woman on City 
Council."

That's just like Sophie. Always ready to 
do something for somebody else first. 
Kven before herself. Even though Sophie 
has her own election to be busy about. She 
was elected to Council in a special election 
May 27, 1!)7<> to fill out the term of another 
doughty woman politician, Amy Ballinger.

Now. Sophie is after her own full term on 
City Council w'hich will make her the only 
Jewish woman ever to sit on City Council 
for consecutive terms. She faces the May 
election with equanimity, hut with plenty 
of vigor. That's Sophie. Don't leave any- 
political stone unturned.

Her husband. Jack, who just retired as a 
security officer at Equitable Life Assuran­ 
ce Association, is fully in accord with 
Sophie's, new career in politics. "He goes 
right along with it; he knows how in­ 
terested I am in doing things in politics."

The Masloff's have a married daughter.

SOPHIE MASLOFF
Yesterday's bread—nourished successr
Mrs. Linda Busa of Indianapolis, Ind. Also, 
there's a new baby girl granddaughter. 
Jenifer, Jennie for short, and "Shaindel" 
when she was named in the synagogue.

Sophie, who lives at 35fifi Be.echwood 
Boulevard, was born and raised on Ro­ 
berts Street on the Hill, near the old Passa- 
vant Hospital, the daughter of immigrant
parents from Rumania, Jennie and Louis
Freedman.

At age 5, Sophie lost her father. His 
death put heavy burdens on her Mother, 
Jennie, who now had to raise a family of 
four all by herself.

Sophie was the youngest and her 
memory of those tough times are still with 
her today. That's why she's always 
reaching out to help someone, even on the 
little things.

No one who has a small problem need be 
afraid to call Councilwoman Masloff. You 
can find her in her office on the phone 
almost any time checking out big and little 
items. She's never too proud to check on

the lack of garbage pickups at someone's 
backyard.

Her times were tough but her -memories 
are somehow sweet, nevertheless.

"When we brought a chicken to Rabbi 
Kochin and he said it was 'trafe' , not 
ritually fit to eat, we threw it out. We never 
mentioned that we could not buy another 
one that week. We ate yesterday's old 
bread. In fact, we were hardly ever able to 
buy fresh .bread for a long time." Sophie 
still keeps a kosher home.

Her mother raised the children and eked 
out a living by working in a Pittsburgh 
"tobie factory". Who these days remem­ 
bers Pittsburgh "stogies" and "tobies"? 
Sophie does.

"My mother didn't like to ask for help 
from anyone." Maybe that's why the Coun­ 
cil-lady goes about ready to help anyone in 
need.

Sophie climbed her way up to improve 
the quality of Pittsburgh life. One way is 
through more jobs, diversified industry 
and cable television! She's chairman of 
Council's Cable-TV committee. "Remem­ 
ber, we'll have eight public service chan­ 
nels!"

Cable television is a special baby. "The 
reception here in Pittsburgh is so poor. 
Besides, cable television will open up new 
avenues of education and entertainment in 
this area," she believes.

Her own education was interrupted, but 
after Fifth Avenue High, she took courses 
at both Duquesne and the University of 
Pittsburgh.

Sophie is interested in Jewish education 
and her daughter attended Hillel Academy 
and a plaque attests to Sophie's own in­ 
terest.

She's busy at the B'nai Emunoh 
Congregation in Squirrel Hill and finds 
time for interfaith work between her work 
in Council and being "a fulltime 
housewife." Sophie never felt that she was 
anything else but a "liberated woman."

Eager to keep Pittsburgh "someplace 
special" in community relationships, 
Sophie surprisingly enough has been 
president of the Catholic Youth 
Association of Pittsburgh; treasurer of the

1975 City-Team Candidates; chairman of 
the 1973 Woman's Day for the State 
Federation of Democratic Women.

She is a member of the Pennsylvania Af­ 
firmative Action Committee, American 
Business and Professional Women's 
Association, and active in March of Dimes, 
Heart Fund, Children's Hospital, Disabled 
American Veterans, and Hadassah.

In 1973, Sophie was "Woman of the 
Year" in Allegheny County. Later, she 
received the John F. Kennedy Award here 
for "Political Activity, Above and 
Beyond."

Branching out from the local area, 
"Councilman Masloff", was Secretary of 
the Electoral College for Carter.

This year, she was named by Governor 
Milton Shapp to be a member of the 
Allegheny Regional Planning Council and 
the Governor's Justice Commission.

One of Sophie's goals is to see that every 
Pittsburgh street is safe to walk out on, to 
and from home, at any time of day or 
night. "Everyone likes to meet the cop on 
the neighborhood beat. It makes all of us 
feelgood."

Pittsburgh's only City Council-lady 
began her career as an assistant to the late 
County Commissioner John J. Kane, one of 
the keenest political leaders in this area. 
Later she was appointed to the Court of 
Common Pleas and served there as Minute 
Clerk until she was elected to Council.

Nobody cleared a path for Sophie in 
politics; she worked her way up pain­ 
stakingly from the lower to upper rungs. 
She believes in ethnic representation in 
city government, especially in such a 
city-of-ethni'city as Pittsburgh.

People and groups don't get forgotten 
that way by the political leaders, Sophie, 
says forthrightly and philosophically.

"I've lived and worked with all kinds of 
the diverse people of Pittsburgh," opines 
Sophie, "and I've had to fight my way 
along the way for 40 years; but I've loved 
it, and it made me a better and more ap­ 
preciative person of the things we now all 
have in this town.

Pittsburgh's Roberts Street is not ever 
really very far away from Sophie Masloff. 
First Lady, of Council, that is.

Breira—legitimate critic or PLO tool?
By M ALK A RABINOWITZ Courtesy Jerusalem Post

The controversy over the gad­ 
fly Jewish organization, "Bre­ 
ira," has in the last few weeks 
become more visible than the 
group itself, as part of the Jewish
community debated, with growing 
acrimony. Breira's true nature:

Is it. in effect if not intent, a tool of the 
PLO and therefore a threat to Israel and 
.lews everywhere? Or is it a legitimate 
forum for dissent?

Conservative and Reform rabbis are 
imminently involved in Breira. mainly at 

Hillel Foundations on college campuses 
;:nd the attack.1- on the organization have 
'  ' en angrily rejected by respected mem- 
>H-rs of! he Jewish establishment as smear 
i-u-tk*-.

"I don'l know all the people in Breira." 
s:ns Hnbhi Alexander Schindlrr. Chair­ 
man of the Conference of Major Jewish 
Organi'/atioiis. "But the ones I know are 
decent and \v<-ll motivated. These attacks 
imiount to ;i w itch hunt."

' >ne effect of lliis assault appears to have 
been to nut the leftist faction on the defen­ 
sive-, affording to some 1 of the group's 
mr-rnlirn-.

If i! sp|j( develops over the issue of the 
pro-Israeli proposals ii can destroy Breira,

believes David Tullin, 32, a member of the 
Zionist Federation of Philadelphia and a 
director of schools affiliated to the Con­ 
servative Movement.

As an executive vice chairman of 
Breira. Tullin stands as a warning against 
generalizations about this group. He is an 
observant Jew who is married to an Israeli 
and who is considering aliya.

While not personally committed to that 
extent, Breira members generally share in 
the consensus of concern for a strong 
Israel. It is precisely that which makes 
(hem dangerous, according to some 
worried observers.

"The only thing that stands in the way of 
one-sided American pressure on Israel is a 
united Jewish community," says one 
Jewish intellectual who believes Breira's 
bottom line is an attempt to sidle out of 
responsibility for Israel.

Harshly criticizing the group, he says:
"It's very important if you're Henry 

Kissinger or Cyrus Vance to be able to 
point to a group from inside the Jewish 
community that legitimizes what you're 
doing. And it can't be bombers or crazy lef­ 
tists. It must be a group of liberals and 
Zionists: that is the function that Breira 
fulfils."

Similarly, others point to attempts
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'Decent, well-motivated',

reportedly made by Kissinger during his 
negotiations with Israel to convey the im­ 
pression that the American Jewish Com­ 
munity was not behind Jerusalem on par­ 
ticular issues.

Behind Breira, believes a close observer 
of the American Jewish •„ cone, is a wish to

disengage from Israel, with adherents of 
this view having first to convince them­ 
selves that they are doing so out of moral 
virtue and what's more, for Israel's own 
good.

Since the Arabs won't give in, Israel 
must do so, particularly on the issue of the 
PLO . This is the logic followed by Breira, 
accordin g to this critic.

By placing the moral onus on Israel, the 
individual is relived of responsibility for 
its fate   especially if the interests of the 
U.S. and interests of Israel are seen to 
diverge.

But to attempt to excommunicate them 
would be both hysterical and un-Jewish, 
says Schindler, particularly when some 
members of the Zionist Executive and 
Zionist Organization "are fully in sym­ 
pathy with many of Breira's views."

At what amounted to its founding con­ 
vention, Breira enjoyed a large (Con­ 
servative and Reform) rabbinical 
representation. Those actively identified 
with the group include Balfour Brickner. 
director of the Department of I"' 
terreligious Affairs of the Union o' 
American Hebrew Congregations and co- 
chairman of the rabbinic cabinet of the 
State of Israel Bonds, and Eugene 
Borowitz, Professor at the Hebrew Union 
College.


