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THE AQUA BALLET

ONE OF THE HIGH LIGHTS of the Sesqui-Centennial, a new
departure from the customary fair procedure, was the
presentation of the Aqua Ballet, a water spectacle that
won acclaim from the quarter of a million people who
witnessed it at the North Park Pool, Sept. 4 to 10.

The Aqua Ballet was a colorful fantasy built around
the Cornplanter Indians who were the original settlers
of the county. The theme of this water pageant, used as
a thread to connect a series of interrelated aquatic and
dancing episodes, dealt with the sacrifice of an Indian
water sprite and her rescue by the hero of the ballet.

Special music under the direction of Homer Ochsenhirt
provided the back-ground for the Aqua Ballet while the
ballet dancers of Karl Heinrich added Movement and
color to an already thrilling picture.

The Aqua Ballet opened with a parade of all the partici-
pants and was climaxed by the entrance of King Neptune
and his court in the royal barge. King Neptune appeared
in the dual role of guest of honor of the County Com-
missioners and as the guiding spirit of the ballet itself.

The first scene took place in an Indian village and dis-
played the Tribal amusements of our native Americans.
Indian water formations, races and games, spirited and
graceful, with traditional music as a background, served
as a beautiful prelude for the events that followed. This
pastoral setting was disrupted by the entrance of a re-
turning war party. They had captured an Indian maiden
and will offer her as a sacrifice to the water dragon,
spirit of evil. Indian braves, brandishing bloody Toma-
hawks, danced into ritualistic frenzy as the dreaded dragon
approached to receive his prey. The dance reached its
peak as the Indians hurled the captive maiden to her de-
struction. Suddenly Manitou, the great spirit, appeared,
towering above the stage, and outlawed the Indians for
sacrificing his daughter, a water sprite.

In the second scene, after the dragon has chased the
girls in the swimming formations from the pool, the

women’s ballet entered and danced in supplication. Their
prayer is answered as the Trident dancers swirl in and
drive the water serpents from the pool. The dragon re-
fused to leave and the hero dove in and engaged it in
mortal combat. The dragon is slain and the water sprite
rescued. The scene ends with a dance of victory.

The third scene started with the empressive coronation
of the hero and water sprite as the Prince and Princess
of the waters of Allegheny County. The water events
continued and the final scene reached its height as Mani-
tou appeared again, took back his curse and gave a bless-
ing. The Aqua Ballet closed with a grand finale complete
with fireworks, singing, dancing and water formations.

The body of the pageant contained all manner of events
combining music, dancing and swimming in glorious har-
mony. The second scene started off with a raucous fire-
man’s relay which included Aunt Minnie, red flannels,
fire sirens and screaming damsels in distress. All sorts of
spectacular acts, chair diving, underwater swimming, and
a Monte Cristo sack escape added suspense to a fast mov-
ing and well organized show. Rhythmic swimming, water
formations, farcical antics by clowns on the high board,
tumblers, fire divers, the Aquabatic Sextette, cute water
babies, a diving mat that would not stay down, a floating
flag and fancy high and low board diving received round
after round of well deserved applause from appreciative
audiences.

Four hundred boys and girls from all parts of Allegheny
County gave a performance that was remarkable in every
sense of the word. Superb swimming and dancing reflected
all sorts of glory to the inspiration and ability of the
director. The swimmers were amateurs only in that they
were under the A. A. U., the performance itself was truly
professional. There is no finer group of swimmers or
dancers anywhere in the United States. The response of
the audience indicated that. f

Allegheny County has every right to be proud of the
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THE AQUA BALLET

A MUSICAL-SWIMMING EXTRAVAGANZA
WITH THE SWIMMING AND DIVING
CHAMPIONS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

*
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Agquabatic Sextette

Tritons and Water Nymphs
Diving

Tumblers and Fire Baton
Dance to Neptune

Flag Swimmers

Fireworks Display and Finale

Al COMLON



