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The Strong Man From Cincinnati
Who is Gilbert Bettman The Senatorial Candidate? 

By CHAIM HURWITZ
When the Republican party nominated Gilbert Bettman, At 

torney General of Ohio, for Senatorial honors, the political spot 
light fell on a personality little known outside of the state of 
Ohio. If Mr. Bettman is elected next fall, he will be the only Jew 
in the United States Senate. Mr. Hurwitz, reporter, visited Mr. 
Bettman at Columbus to obtain his views on subjects of Jewish 
interest.

—THE EDITOR.

G ILBERT BETTMAN, prominent 
Cincinnati barrister and at pres 
ent Attorney-General of Ohio, 
may next fall be chosen to sit 

as the only Jew in the United States 
Senate. For at the recent Ohio prim 
aries, Mr. Bettman received the Re 
publican nomination for a seat in the 
Upper House of Congress.

The Attorney-General is a man of 
about fifty, tall and broadly built, with 
a personality characterized by deter 
mination, ambition and fearlessness in 
combat. During the World War he 
served in the army as a captain, hav 
ing volunteered in 1918 despite the 
fact that he was married and beyond 
the age limit of the draft. Later he be 
came one of the organizers and found 
ers of the American Legion, in which 
he holds the rank of Commander. He 
was a leader in the fight against the 
admission of any member of the Ku 
Klux Klan into the Legion.

Although Mr. Bettman has long 
been known in legal and poltical cir 
cles throughout the country, the mass 
es of American Jewry have not had 
the opportunity to become acquainted 
with his name. It is only recently that 
efforts have been made to bring him 
into Jewish affairs and that he has 
begun to take a greater interest in 
Jewish Questions.

He takes great pride in the fact that 
his wife is a granddaughter of Dr. 
Isaac M. Wise, famous leader of Amer 
ican Reform Judaism. Mr. Bettman 
himself, as a Cincinnatian, grew up 
under the influence of Reform. As a 
child he attended the Sunday School 
of a Reform Temple, and now holds 
the position of trustee in the congre 
gation of which Rabbi James G. Heller 
is the leader. He is the father of three 
children who represent his family's 
sixth Cincinnati generation.

Mr. Bettman has had no connection 
with any Jewish organization beside
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his Temple. During his entire career 
he has concentrated upon leading the 
life of an ordinary American not 
denying his Jewishness, but refusing 
to let it influence him in any of his 
undertakings.

The old spirit of Cincinnati Jewry 
has remained alive in Gilbert Bettman. 
He was one of the most resolute op 
ponents of the plan to give up the old 
Slum Street Temple founded by Dr. 
Wise; it was his view that this syna 
gogue building should be preserved 
forever as a symbol of American Re 
form Judaism and a monument to Dr. 
Wise, to the creator of religious views 
that bring the Jewish faith into har 
mony with American life.

Mr. Bettman's views, supported by 
others, prevailed, so that the old Tem 
ple was not given up but a new Centre 
building was erected instead and Mr. 
Bsttman himself contributed four hun 
dred thousand dollars toward the con 
struction costs of the Centre.

When the Temple authorities, in 
order to quicken interest in divine 
services, arranged for the preaching 
of sermons by laymen in the syna 
gogue, Mr. Bettman was the first to 
be invited to speak before the congre 
gation proper as well as before the 
junior congregations.

The Ohio Attorney-General has 
taken no clear-cut stand on the ques 
tion of Zionism. He has always con 
sidered America the "promised land" 
where Jews can live happily together 
with all other groups. When your re 
porter called his attention to the reso 
lution favoring Zionism passed by the 
United States Senate ten years ago 
and asked him whether, if he were the 
only Jew in the Senate, he would not 
cast his vote with the majority for 
such a measure, he replied that he 
does approve of American support of 
Zionism if it is desired by a large num 
ber of Jews, especially by Jews living 
in lands where they are subjected to 
religious or economic persecution. Mr. 
Bettman is now engaged in studying 
the question of Zionism but has not 
as yet reached any definite conclu 
sions.

He holds that it is religion which 
provides the cohesive force for Amer 
ican Jewry, which, in turn, he regards 
simply as part of the Aryan race. But 
the religious tenets and ideals of Juda 
ism are so sublime and significant, he 
feels, that every Jew must be proud 
of them and must do his utmost 
toward their preservation.

In speaking to Mr. Bettman one 
soon discovers that his busy life gave 
him little time or opportunity to study 
Jewish problems. Only recently has

his attention been turned to the fact 
that the concept of Judaism embraces 
other fine and noteworthy factors in 
addition to religion.

A brief outline of his career will be 
interesting:

Gilbert Bettman was born at Cin 
cinnati in 1882 and as a child attended 
the public schools of that city, as well 
as the religious school of his Temple. 
In 1899 he was graduated from high 
school, with honors, and later contin 
ued his education at Harvard, being 
graduated from law school in 1907. For 
ten years he taught at the Cincinnati 
Law School, until, in 1918, he enlisted 
in the army. Two years later he 
helped in the drafting of the bonus 
bill for ex-soldiers. Subsequently he 
became a Commander of the American 
Legion. In 1928 he was elected to the 
Attorney-Generalship of Ohio, and in 
1930 was re-elected to this office by a 
majority of 143,000 votes this in a 
Democratic year that saw the defeat 
of most Republican candidates.

As Attorney-General Mr. Bettman 
gained fame with a number of cases 
that went on from the lower Ohio 
Courts to the Supreme Court at Wash 
ington. When, a few years ago, the 
election fraud scandal broke out in 
Cleveland he appeared personally be 
fore the local court to demand from 
the grand jury an exhaustive investi 
gation that led to indictments of some 
of his fellow-Republicans. He brought 
suit against the Bast Ohio Gas Com 
pany for non-payment of taxes on gas 
brought in from other states. This 
case reached the U. S. Supreme 
Court, where Mr. Bettman won a de 
cision forcing the gas company to pay 
back taxes as well as a yearly assess 
ment of half a million dollars. He also 
fought the City of Chicago for drawing 
too much water from the Great Lakes 
and thus injuring the internal water- 
transportation system. Other states 
also had an interest in this case, which 
went on until the Supreme Court at 
Washington ordered Chicago to draw 
no more than fifteen hundred cubic 
feet of water per second, instead of 
the ten thousand cubic feet per second 
it had been taking theretofore. In the 
Ohio Supreme Court the Attorney-Gen 
eral won a case aiming to place the 
building and loan associations under 
State control in order to prevent their 
ruin by receiverships ordered by local 
courts.

Now Mr. Bettman is a candidate for 
a seat in the United States Senate. 
And so far the sole issue at stake is 
prohibition. He is a decided "Wet," 
and believes that the Eighteenth 
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