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PITTSBURGHIA

THE SILVERMANS'GOLDEN YEAR
————————————————————— By BARNETTA DAVIS LANGE

It is with deep personal pride 
that we bring to these pages one 
of Pittsburgh's most distinguished 
and. beloved couples  a couple 
who are Pittsburghers by birth, 
education and spirit a couple 
whose names are recognized by 
every literate person hereabouts. 
Yet now that they are on the 
threshold of their golden wedding 
anniversary (an event of December 
16) we want to add our congrat­ 
ulations to the innumerable pan­ 
egyrics Alexander and Elrose 
Silverman have so frequently and 
deservedly received.

If this writer sounds prejudic­ 
ed in their behalf, it is because 
she is. But even were we to view 
objectively Aunt Elrose and 
Uncle Alec, as they are affec­ 
tionately known, the inescapable 
fact is that Pittsburgh and the 
world would be infinitely poorer 
without them.

Let the record speak for a mo­ 
ment: Dr. Alexander Silverman, 
professor of chemistry, emeritus, 
at the University of Pittsburgh, 
where he headed the chemical de­ 
partment from 1915 until 1951, 
World Authority on Glass (he was 
introduced as "Mr. Glass of the 
World" at a recent conference) 
and a member, officer or fellow, 
as the case may be, of countless 
international organizations, both 
in chemistry and glass!

His interest in chemistry dates 
back to his boyhood, when he be­ 
came intrigued with the variations 
of water marks on the stamps 
which he collected. He employed 
certain chemicals to bring out the 
water marks and certain others to 
restore their color. His interest 
in chemistry "expanded" when, as 
a youth he worked with a friend 
behind a pharmacy counter. But 
his initial major accomplishment 
in the field of chemistry occurred 
when as an employee of the Mac- 
Beth Evans Glass Company in 
Charleroi, he was able to rediscov­ 
er the lost science of making ala­ 
baster glass, the use of which was 
responsible for the successful de­ 
velopment of the Edison Carbon 
Filament Lamp.

Uncle Alec has been on the fac­ 
ulty of the University of Pitts­ 
burgh since 1905. His list of mem­ 
berships, tri-lingual publications, 
honorary societies and internation­ 
al meetings, both chemical and in 
the field of glass, bespeaks a life­ 
time of dedicated, scholarly and 
purposeful study and research. 
But with this erudition goes an al­ 
most disproportionate sense of 
modesty. On one occasion when he 
was being awarded one of his nu­ 
merous doctorates, he whispered 
to his wife, "I wish to God I knew 
half as much as they think I do." 

We shall not attempt to list all 
of his organizations, but we 
should like to mention that Dr. 
Silverman is president of the Com­ 
mission on Inorganic Nomencla­ 
ture of the International Union of 
Pure and Applied Chemistry. Dur­ 
ing the war years he was Consul­ 
tant on Glass for the Office of 
Production Research and Devel­ 
opment of the War Production 
Board. The locales of his interna­ 
tional meetings cover the map of 
Europe. Almost thirty years ago 
in Liege, Belgium, he was the 
U.S. delegate and delegate of the 
American Ceramic Society of the 
International Meeting of Indus­ 
trial Chemistry; also delegate of 
National Research Council and Na­ 
tional Academy of Sciences to the 
Tenth Conference of the Interna­ 
tional Union of Chemistry. Pour 
years later saw him in Madrid. 
Subsequent meetings took him to 
Lucerne, later Rome, London,

Amsterdam, Stockholm and Zur­ 
ich. His publications, articles, and 
book reviews number over 220;

his patents, over 30; his lectures 
and addresses, well over 200, the 
preponderant number of which 
have dealt with glass. His honors 
and awards are literally countless.

Uncle Alec is as at home in the 
German and French languages as 
he is in his own. Both in Germany 
and France he presents highly 
technical addresses to audiences in

their own tongue and finds it dif­ 
ficult to convince his listeners that 
he's not a native.

Being a cosmopolitan figure, it 
is not astoivshing then that the 
Silvermnns number among their 
friend's people from every corner 
of this planst. Nor are their 
friendships bound by age, color,
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origin, interest or social status. 
Their friendship for the- penniless 
little students that Aunt Elrose 
helped through school, are no less 
real than was their friendship for 
the late Serge Koussevitzky. Uncle 
Alec became friendly with him 
on a voyage on the S. S. Norman- 
die. The great conductor ap­ 
proached him to express his thanks 
for a lecture on glass which he 
had just delivered in the salon. 
Seeing that Mr. Koussevitzky had 
a scholarly interest in the subject 
(and this perhaps is a good place 
to mention that at one time in 
his life Uncle Alec seriously con­ 
sidered becoming a music teach­ 
er!) the two developed a friend­ 
ship which lasted until the death 
of the famous conductor.

Aunt Elrose has starred beau­ 
tifully throughout the years in her 
role as Mrs. Glass. But she's quite 
a personage in her own right. For 
over 35 years she dedicated her­ 
self to the scholarship work of the 
Council of Jewish Women. She 
also served the Allegheny County 
Scholarship Association. Many of 
the individuals for whom she 
helped obtain scholarship funds 
are now leaders in their, various 
fields. But .to any word of praise 
she replies, "Oh, hush." She 
strongly feels that she was "just 
permitted to be an instrument." 
Having no children of her own, 
she "had to do s omething for 
somebody else's children." And 
"her children" have rewarded her 
in countless measure. Many of 
her "students" are worlds away 
from Pittsburgh, but they never 
forgot Aunt Elrose's early pleas 
in their behalf. One orphaned stu­ 
dent whom she helped through

school is now a doctor in chem­ 
istry and married to a prominent 
physician. She recently told her 
children, in Aunt Elrose's pre­ 
sence to "take a good look at 
this. lady. Whatever I have 
achieved is due to her efforts." 
This incident can be multiplied a 
hundredfold.

Uncle Alec has too enjoyed 
many rewarding moments for 
example the success attained by 
Dr. Kwan Huan Sun, a young Chi­ 
nese student who took his doctor­ 
ate at Pitt, went on to a research 
position at Eastman's and now 
heads the Nuclear Research Divi­ 
sion at Westinghouse! (He's re­ 
cently been granted a sabbatical 
leave in order to teach at the Un­ 
iversity of Formosa.)

For relaxation the Silvermans 
enjoy bridge and music. Uncle 
Alec has recently ret.red his trus­ 
ty putter for less frustrating di­ 
versions. He is also a prodigious 
reader that is, when he isn't 
busy being an author himself.

Aunt Elrose feels that if you 
can benefit humanity, even an 
"infinitesimal amount," you've 
justified your existence. Uncle 
Alec has implicit faith. He feels 
that nature goes forward, and 
having this faith, he has confi­ 
dence in mank.nd's future. Fur­ 
thermore as to one's individual fu­ 
ture, he cites Browning:

"Grow old along with me
The best is yet to be."
Perhaps most notable about this 

couple is their devotion to each 
other. Their lifelong partnership 
has been well, that's another 
story. And perhaps on the thresh­ 
old of their diamond anniversary 

- we'll have the pleasure of narrat­ 
ing that!

THE FLfiME OF DESTRUCTION OR SURVIVAL
We still feel the jar and the jolt of the news about the 

bombings of synagogues by "crackpots" and "bigots." The pro­ 
gram of violence, condemned even by segregationists, directed 
against schools and shuls shocked and stirred our nation. It is 
now believed that such acts of terrorism should be deemed a fed­ 
eral offense, for certainly the very spirit of our nation is threaten­ 
ed when educational and religious institutions are violently 
violated.

In a sense the bombing of temples is a sort of twisted com­ 
pliment. The perpetrator of the foul deed feels that a synagogue 
is a threat to his beliefs and views. He is .afraid of a Jewish con­ 
gregation, because he desires our nation to follow the course of 
bigorty and he feels that his ideas will not prevail as long as 
temples stand and Jews are religiously active.

During this Chanukah season we recall other efforts to de­ 
stroy Jewish houses of God. The Syrian totalitarians of an 
ancient day, like their benighted contemporaries, were deter­ 
mined to be rid of the Jewish sanctuaries, for they looked upon 
them as barriers against the evil he would glorify.

Well might we of the Jewish faith ask, "Do we deserve the 
inverted tribute paid to us by Hitlers, hatelers and bombers?" 
Are we really so resolute an enemy to bigotry?

And we might answer another hard question during these 
days of religious dedication? Are we not, in a way, joining our 
enemies when we neglect our religious institutions? In the long 
run it makes little difference whether a synagogue is rendered 
inoperative by the torch of the bigot or the apathy of the mem­ 
bership.

If we are genuinely to help ignite the lamps of freedom we 
must live up both to the fears of our enemies and the summons 
of our legacy and, with renewed fervor, make our sanctuaries 
the arsenals of a living faith which will quicken the march 
towards liberty and spiritual satisfaction for all the children 
of Go I
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Israeli Cabinet Meets 
On Syrian Attacks

JERUSALEM (WNS)   Is­ 
rael will demand a U.N. Security 
Council session on the recent 
senes of bloody incidents along 
the Syrian frontier, it was an­ 
nounced here 1'ollowmg an emer­ 
gency session of the Cabinet on 
the most recent incident in which 
an Israeli shepherd was killed and 
several civilians wounded.

At the same tone Israel de­ 
manded that the UN truce super­ 
visors take prompt action toward 
curbing Syrian aggression. The 
most recent incident involved the 
use of artillery against three bor­ 
der villages and six other settle­ 
ments. Israeli army sources said 
the one-hour duel started when 
the Syrians fired at Israel border 
police trying to extricate the shep­ 
herds tne Syrians were shelling 
in Israeli territory. The fatal 
wound was received by 25-year- 
old Assaf Filler of Mishmar Ha- 
sharan, near Natanya. The Syr­ 
ians were reported to have fired 
800 shells in one hour in the Hu- 
latah area alone, aiming .at; 
settlement houses and cowsheds. 
An exammat-oii of the shells in­ 
dicated they were of Russian man­ 
ufacture.

Press reaction to the latest in­ 
cident was one of concern and cri­ 
ticism of the UN for permitting 
deterioration of the situation 
through failure to take energetic 
action when the first Syrian at­ 
tack took place. There was par­ 
ticular press emphasis on the UN 
failure to force the Syrians to 
evacuate the fortified pos.tioiis 
from which they shot and killed 
recently the wife of a British Em­ 
bassy air attache in Israel.

Knesset Confirms Rabbi 
Toledano To Cabinet

JERUSALEM (WNS)   Pre­ 
mier David Ben Gunon, in his 
running fight with the National 
Religious tarty over the question 
"who is a Jew" for the purposes 
of registrat.on in identity cards, 
emerged Victorious when Knesset 
overwhelmingly confirmed Rabbi 
Jacob M. Toledano, Chief Rabbi 
of Tel Aviv, to the post of Min­ 
ister for Religious Affairs.

The vote was 60 to 2, with 38 
abstentions. The only opponents 
were the Communist deputies. The 
ultra-Orthodox Agudas Israel, the 
General Zionists and Herut depu­ 
ties abstained as did the deput.es 
of the National Religious Party.

Rabbi Toledano, a Sephardic 
Jew, had been under heavy pres­ 
sure to reject the preferred post, 
but he resisted the pressure com­ 
ing from inside Israel and abroad.

Premier Ben Gurion's naming 
of Rabbi Toledano was described 
by the opposition as a "political 
trick" calculated to drive a wedge 
between the Sephardic Jews and 
the National Relig: ous Party now 
that the national election was rap­ 
idly approaching. In the course of 
the three-day Knesset debate the 
Premier contended that his deci­ 
sion to name Rabbi Toledano was 
twofold, to increase representa­ 
tion of the Sephardic commun ty 
in the government and to remove 
the feeling that this community 
was being discriminated against.

Meanwhile the issue which led 
to the resignation from the Cab­ 
inet of the National Religious 
Party has been left hanging in 
abeyance, pending receipt of 
opinions from the more than fifty 
Jewish scholars and rabbis the 
world over who have been asked 
to give their opinion on the mat­ 
ter of ch-'ldren of mixed mar­ 
riages. Adults w : ll cont'nue to be 
registered on the basis of self- 
identification as such providing 
they profess no other faith.

Seek End Of 
"Hate" Teaching

The six major national religious 
organizations of the American 
Jewish Community have cabled 
Maxwell Rabb, chairman of the 
United States delegation to the 
International General Conference 
of UNESCO, now meeting in 
Paris, a request that the Ameri­ 
can delegates press for adoption 
of a recommendation that mem­ 
ber states of UNESCO give as­ 
surances that they "discourage 
the teaching of inflammatory po­ 
litical points of view," particu­ 
larly to children.

The religious groups are the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, the Rabbinical Assembly 
of America, The Rabbinical Coun­ 
cil of America, The Union of Or­ 
thodox Jewish Congregations of 
America, and the United Syna­ 
gogue of America.

Although stated in general 
terms,-tne resolution approved by 
the Executive Board was precipi­ 
tated by a report that Arab in­ 
structors subsidized by UNESCO 
funds were teaching children in 
Arab schools to hate Israel and to 
prepare themselves to drive the 
Israel.s into the sea.

It is proposed that UNESCO re­ 
fuse to provide funds for anything 
that violates UNESCO principles.

Damaging Testimony 
Against Atlanta Bomber

ATLANTA (WNS)   The trial 
of one of five men accused of dy­ 
namiting a Jewish temple was 
opened here with the introduction 
of damag.rig evidence against 
George Alien Bright who faces a 
possible death penalty if fourd 
gu-lty as charged.

The jury heard testimony that 
Bright d.srupted a meeting held 
by the First Baptist Church at 
which Rabbi Jacob Rothsch Id was 
a guest speaker. Rev. William 
Smith who presided at the meeting 
told the court that Bright sa.d, 
"I object to you having a Christ-' 
kill.ng Jew speak at a church." A 
neighbor of Bright's, Richard Carl 
Johnson, testified that Bright 
came to his home prior to the 
church meeting and told him plans 
were made to break up the meet­ 
ing and asked him to join the- 
group. Bright told Johnston, "We 
are gong to string one of them 
up." Another witness, Leo Jen- 
kins, recounted that Bright at­ 
tempted to place a large sign on 
the church lawn which stated that 
the Jews were responsible for the 
crucifixion of Christ.

At the same time the prosecu­ 
tor told the jury that he planned 
to prove that Bright planned to 
burn a swastika on the church 
lawn with the aid of chemicals 
and that, in addition, Bright, was. 
a participant in violent discussions. 
at which threats to blow up the 
Supreme Court were made.

RACIST CONVICTED
NEW YORK (WNS)   George 

Leggett, a 21-year-old would-be 
Hitler who had dreams of gran­ 
deur through hoped formation of 
a nazi-like -juven.le band came to 
the end of his road here when a 
jury in Queens County Court 
found him guilty on seven crim­ 
inal counts, including conspiracy, 
burglary and petit larceny.

LONDON (WNS) Despite con­ 
centrated Mosleyite efforts to de­ 
feat Laborite Michael Cliffe., he 
carried the Shoreditch and Fins- 
budy District of London, thus be­ 
coming the 21st Jew to be elected 
to the current Parliament.

Returning vacat-'oners report 
that the mountain scenery would 
have been more enjoyable but for 
the billboards and board bills.
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