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It is with deep personal pride
that we bring to these pages one
of Pittsburgh’s most distinguished
and beloved couples— a couple

By BARNETTA DAVIS LANGE

Amsterdam, Stockholm and Zur-

ich. His publications, articles, and
book reviews number over 220;

GOLDEN YEAR ‘

his patents, over 30; his lectures
and addresses, well over 200, the
preponderant number of which
have dealt with glass. His honors
and awards are literally countless.

Uncle Alec is as at home in the
German and French languages as
he is in his own. Both in Germany
and France he presents highly
technical addresses to audiences in

their own tongue and finds it fhf-
ficult to convince his listeners that
he’s not a native.

Being a cosmopolitan figure, it
is not aston’shing then that the
Silvermans number among their
friends people tlo.n every corner

of this planst. Nor arve their
friendships boun:l by age, color,
Pleaze Tu n Page

who are Pittsburghers by birth,
education and spirit—a couple
whose names are recognized by
every literate person hereabouts.
Yet now that they are on the
threshold of their golden wedding
anniversary (an event of December
16) we want to add our congrat-
ulations to the innumerable pan-
egyrics Alexander and Elrose
Silverman have so frequently and
deservedly received.

If this writer sounds prejudic-
ed in their behalf, it is because
she is. But even were we to view
objectively Aunt Elrose and
Uncle Alee, as they are affee-
tionately known, the inescapable
fact is that Pittsburgh—and the
world—would be infinitely poorer
without them.

Let the record speak for a mo-
ment: Dr. Alexander Silverman,
professor of chemistry, ememtus,
at the University of Pittsburgh,
where he headed the chemical de-

SAVE

C

_%“egagmJsmmmmmm\ a}

Good for 5¢ allowance
on the purchase of
V2 pt. Yoghurt.

MADE BY NUTRITION
SQUARE, INC.,
PITTSBURGH

Instead of sour cream,
serve, cook or bake with,

NAME

partment from 1915 until 1951, S creamy, lower calorie
Wé)llél Au&:hmltyﬁn Gé?ss (hg wlalts '_ ADDRES; f Yoghurt. This 2 pi. con-
introduced as “Mr ass of the 1 ii‘ﬁ ‘im F{ {mf ﬁ“@ tainer supplies onfy 170
World” 2 i . i

MRl ) g}@@wlwwummnme | ummnwmm;m calories. Rich in nourish-

N O O N T O o N o

as the case may be, of countless o

international organizations,
in chemistry and glass!

His interest in chemistry dates
back to his boyhood, when he be-
came intrigued with the variations
of water marks on the stamps
which he collected. He employed
certain chemicals to bring out the
water marks and certain others to
restore their color. His interest
in chemistry “expanded” when, as
a youth he worked with a friend
behind a pharmacy counter. But
his initial major accomplishment
in ‘the field of chemistry occurred
when as an employee of the Maec-
Beth Evans Glass Company in
Charleroi, he was able to rediscov-
er the lost science of making ala-
baster glass, the use of which was
responsible for the successful de-
velopment of the Edison Carbon
Filament Lamp.

Uncle Alec has been on the fac-
ulty of the University of Pitts-
burgh since 1905. His list of mem-
berships, tri-lingual publications,
honorary societies and internation-
al meetings, both chemical and in
the field of glass, bespeaks a life-
time of dedicated, scholarly and

ment, yet low in calories.
both
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modesty. On one occasion when he

was being awarded one of his nu- ® Yoghurt with whole

merous doctorates, he whispered i Ribares

to his wife, “I wish to God I knew 7 K

half as much as they think I do.” ® Yoghurt on pancakes or
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of his organizations, but we ® Yoghurt on cottage

should like to mention that Dr. cheese.

Silverman is president of the Com-

mission on Inorganic Nomencla-

ture of the International Union of

chives on baked potato. tangy and zesty new flavor to your favorite foods. Thick, smooth-

textured and snowy-white Yoghurt is delightfully palatable right
out of the package, or it will add an exotic flavor to cooking and
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tant on Glass for the Office of }

Production Research and Devel-
opment of the War Production
Board. The locales of his interna-
tional meetings cover the map of
Burope. Almost thirty years ago
in Liege, Belgium, he was the
U.S. delegate and delegate of the
American Ceramic Society of the
International Meeting of Indus-
trial Chemistry; also delegate of
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origin, interest or social status.
Their friendship for the penniless
little students that Aunt Klrose
helped through school, are no less
real than was their friendship for
the late Serge Koussevitzky. Uncle
Alec became friendly with him
on a voyage on the S. S. Norman-
die. The great conductor ap-
proached him to express his thanks
for a lecture on glass which he

had just delivered in the salon.’

Seeing that Mr. Koussevitzky had
a scholarly interest in the subject
(and this perhaps is a good place
to mention that at one time in
his life Uncle Alec seriously con-
sidered becoming a music teach-
er!) the two developed a friend-
ship which lasted untid the death
of the famous cond;.lctor.

Aunt Elrose has starred beau-
tifully throughout the years in her
role as Mrs. Glass. But she’s quite
a personage in her own right. For
over 35 years she dedicated her-
self to the scholarship work of the
Council of Jewish Women. She
also served the Allegheny County
Scholarship Association. Many of
the individuals for whom she
helped obtain scholarship funds
are now leaders in their. various
fields. But.to any word of praise
she vreplies, ‘Oh, hush.” = She
strongly feels that she was “just
permitted to be an instrument.”
Having no children of her own,
she “had to do something for
somebody else’s children.” And
“her children” have rewarded her
in countless measure. Many of

- her “students” are worlds away
from Pittsburgh, but they never
forgot Aunt Elrose’s early pleas
in their behalf. One orphaned stu-
dent whom she helped through

school is now a doctor in chem-
istry and married to a prominent
physician. She recently told her
children, in Aunt Klrose’s pre-
sence to ‘‘take a good look at
this lady. Whatever I have
achieved is due to her efforts.”
This incident can be multiplied a
hundredfold.

Uncle Alec has too enjoyed
many rewarding moments—~for
example the success attained by
Dr. Kwan Huan Sun, a young Chi-
nese student who took his doctor-
ate at Pitt, went on to a research
position at Eastman’s and now
heads the Nuclear Research Divi-
sion at Westinghouse! (He’s re-
cently been granted a sabbatical
leave in order to teach at the Un-
iversity of Formosa.)

For relaxation the Silvermans
enjoy bridge and music. Uncle
Alec has recently ret.red his trus-
ty putter for less frustrating di-
versions. He is also a prodizious
reader—that is, when he isn’t
busy being an author himself.

Aunt Elrose feels that if you

can benefit humanity, even an
“infinitesimal amount,” you've
justified your existence. Uncle

Alec has implicit faith. He feels
that nature goes forward, and
having this faith, he has confi-
dence in manknd’s future. Fur-
thermore as to one’s individual fu-
ture, he cites Browning:

“Grow old along with me

The best is yet to be.”

Perhaps most notable about this
couple 1s their devotion to each
other. Their lifelong partnership
has been—well, that’s another
story. And perhaps on the thresh-
old of their diamond anniversary

- we'll have the pleasure of narrat-

ing that!



	Jewish_Criterion_v133_no10_12121958_pp3_4
	Jewish_Criterion_12121958_4

