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Fund created in honor of Pittsburgh 
midwife, 100 years after her death 
B Y T O B Y T A B A C H N I C K 

StaffWriter 

Jews have long had their differences, 
but most of those born in the Hill District 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s had at 
least one thing in common: they were 
brought into the world by a midwife 
known as Bubbe Hannah. 

Having delivered thousands of babies for 
immigrant mothers, while never charging a 
fee for her services, Bubbe Hannah San-
dusky will be honored by the Midwife Cen-
ter for Birth and Women's Health on 
Thursday, March 25, at 6:30 p.m. 

The Midwife Center, located in the 
Strip District, is southwestern Pennsyl-
vania's only licensed and accredited 
freestanding birth center, offering well 
woman gynecological care, prenatal care 
and childbirth. Certified nurse midwives 
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provide care at the center. 
Having received a generous donation 

from a few descendants of Bubbe Han-
nah, the Midwife Center has renamed a 
fund in her honor. The Bubbe Hannah 
Fund will aid women who are "under-in-
sured and at risk for poor health out-
comes," said Christine Haas, executive 
director of the Midwife Center. 

Hannah Sandusky was born in Lithua-
nia in 1837, according to her great-great 
granddaughter, Edith Brotman, a native 
Pittsburgher who now lives in Baltimore. 
She learned the art of midwifery from 
her mother prior to immigrating to Pitts-
burgh around 1870, working here until 
her death in 1913. 

Bubbe Hannah delivered 3,571 regis-
tered births in Pittsburgh, not only for 
Jewish residents, but for African Ameri-
cans as well, Brotman said. 

It's possible, though, that Bubbe Han-
nah's births far exceed that 
number. 

"She was a fabulous mid-wife," Brot-
man said, "but a terrible record-keeper." 

Bubbe Hannah spent a year getting 
medical training in Germany while she 
was there with her son who needed surg-
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eries on his eyes. She returned to the 
United States with formal certification as 
a midwife, making her one of only a few 
women in the country with that creden-
tial. 

"It was a strong and prestigious diplo-
ma," Brotman said. "There's an interest-
ing interplay between the traditional 
shtetl midwife and that diploma. It's the 
movement from traditional medicine to 
modern medicine." 

Besides delivering babies, Bubbe Han-
nah was known for matchmaking, col-

lecting linens for poor girls' trousseaus, 
consoling mourners and sewing shrouds 
for the dead. Members of the Schugar 
family, of Ralph Schugar Funeral 
Chapel, are direct descendants of Bubbe 
Hannah. 

"She was really an incredible woman," 
Brotman said. "She created a good name, 
and a lot of good will by her acts." 

Bubbe Hannah had seven children of 
her own, and about 30 grandchildren, to 
whom she left a great legacy of commu-
nity service, said Brotman, who spent a 
lot of time in her childhood gazing at the 
large portrait of her great-great grand-
mother which hung in her family's din-
ing room. 

"We have always had a strong sense of 
giving to the community," Brotman said, 
noting that her great-uncle Ben Raphael 
was instrumental in establishing the 
Young Men's Hebrew Association, a pre-
cursor to the Jewish Community Center 
in Pittsburgh. 

In celebration of the life of Bubbe 
Hannah, the Midwife Center will host a 
reception and screening of "The Busi-
ness of Being Born," a film by Ricki Lake 
about different trends in childbirth in 
the United States. One of Bubbe Han-
nah's great-great-granddaughters, Cathy 
Raphael, will be present to speak about 
her life. 

(Toby Tabachnick can be reached at 
tobyt@thejewishchronicle.net.) 
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