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AN IMPORTANT GRADUATION 
SO MUCH IS written about the need for 

Jewish education in general that it is well to 
consider it in the process when the opportunity 
permits. We find such an opportunity in the 
graduation exercises of the Hebrew Institute 
which is to be held on Sunday afternoon. Those 
graduating from the elementary school have 
a knowledge of the Torah in Hebrew and are 
versed in the early prophets, Jewish history, 
Hebrew writing and speaking, Jewish cere-
monials and customs. The High School gradu-
ates have been through some of the major 
prophets, Hebrew literature, history, grammar, 
and a portion of the Mishna. Some of these 
students will go on with their studies and join 
the growing list of graduates who occupy 
teaching positions throughout the nation as 
well as in Palestine and locally. The picture 
is bright although we would like to see the 
number of students increase at least tenfold. 
The teachers and the institution are ready to 
serve—what is lacking is the student-body. 

The Torah was revealed in the wilderness to teach 
that unless man is open-minded like the open wilderness 
he is not worthy of the Torah commandments. More-
over, just as the desert is without end, so is also the 
Torah without end, and so is the reward for keeping 
all its commandments. 

"RESTORED ME TO LIFE" 
THE TALMUD RELATES that when a dis-

ciple of the famous Rabbi Akiba was ill, the 
Rabbi visited him and served him; whereupon 
the disciple said, "You have restored me to 
life." 

"You have restored me to life" has been said 
thousands of times to the women of the Bickur 
Cholim Society in its twenty-five years of in-
spired service. Founded by Mrs. Dora Leyton 
with the encouragement of the late Rabbi 
Sivitz, Z. Z. L., and given every possible en-
couragement of the Israel Raffel and the B. 
Alpern families, guided for fifteen years by its 
present presiding officer (Mrs. H. B. Elpern) 
and its treasurer (Mrs. Sadie Edelstein) who 
has served in this capacity since the organiza-
tion's inception, the society now numbers 450 
members. 

We mention these facts because the public 
does not know enough about the fine spirit of 
this society or the work that it is doing.. To 
the full extent of its finances the Bickur Cholim 
Society supplies medical attention and med-
icine, nourishing foods for convalescents—in-
cluding milk, cream, and butter—bandages, 
artificial limbs, rubber stockings, money, and 
special nursing when needed. 

Outside of the city it has endowed beds in 
three national hospitals caring for Jewish pa-
tients. It has endowed and maintains a chil-
dren's ward of twenty beds in the Bickur 
Cholim Hospital of Jerusalem as well. 

We congratulate the women of this society 
on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
and we earnestly bespeak greater support for 
its work on the part of the community. 

Here is a piece of helpful advice framed by long 
experience. Be slow to accept compliments at their 
face value, swift to welcome and consider criticism, 
no matter what it may be. 

CHAMELEON CHARACTERS 
A CHAMELEON IS defined as a lizard that 

has the power of changing its color. On a red 
surface, it appears red; on a yellow surface, it 
appears yellow; and so on. Some wit has 
suggested that were a chameleon to find it-
self on a crazy quilt with its variety of colors, 
the poor thing would explode. The adaptability 
of this lizard to the background in which it 
finds itself is noteworthy and probably helps 
its survival by making it inconspicuous. But 
the same characteristics in a human being sug-
gests lack of character and conviction and leads 
ultimately, not to survival, but to explosion on 
the crazy quilt of life. 

Particularly annoying to us is that type of 
Jew who has no color of his own and who floats 
about among other Jews as well as non-Jews 
apparently without the courage of his own 

views. He is so imbued with the false advice 
"in Rome do as the Romans do," that he tries 
to outdo the Romans. In-so-doing he does not 
impress the Romans half as successfully as he 
destroys his own character. His watchwords 
are, "This is America" and "We are living in 
the Twentieth Century." These seem to justify 
the disregard of anything good that belonged 
to Europe and anything good from earlier cen-
turies. Thus divorced from the past, he is with-
out "ancestry." Being without ancestry, he 
seeks respectability by slavishly conforming to 
what his neighbors do. The final result is that 
when a crisis comes in his life, he explodes. 

A recent editorial in the "Jewish Floridian" 
called "Temporarily" is well worthy of repeti-
tion in this connection: 

"During the recent strike in New York 
against the high price of kosher meats one of 
the interesting events was a sign above a non-
Jewish butcher shop, Temporarily Kosher. 

"While this may be true of our local butchers 
(Miami) from time to time, perhaps the same 
term 'temporarily' may be applied to many 
phases of our local Jewish life. 'Temporarily 
Jewish' signs might be printed in the hundreds 
and distributed to many of our local Jewry. . . . 
Some of our good friends were 'temporarily' 
attending services at synagogues and temples 
while their children were in the schools per-
forming their daily tasks . . . some of our 
friends are 'temporarily Jewish' when anything 
is done that they believe hurts them, yet use 
German-made goods, contribute to the Klu Klux 
Klan and do other things that are unJewish. . . . 
Many of them attend meetings of synagogues 
and they are 'temporarily Jewish' while in their 
daily lives, in their actions do everything that 
is abhorrent to Judaism. . . . 

'Temporarily Jewish,' unfortunately, is all 
too true of many of us today. Let this be 
changed . . . let us become permanently Jew-
ish . . . permanently Zionists . . . permanently 
charitably inclined . . . permanently synagogue 
attendants . . . permanently attached to things 
Jewish . . . so that our homes and our lives, our 
very existence may not be 'temporarily' and 
thus definitely anti-Jewish." 

Paul P. Hoegen, president of the St. Louis German 
Press Club, a federation of German-American Societies, 
drew great applause when, in a speech, he said: "And 
what is the reason for the Volksbund organizing? They 
say they're interested in America. Well, that's not 
necessary. We're all sold on America. If they want 
to carry on Americam. propaganda, let them go back 
to Germany and tell them about America there." 

THE ULTIMATE RETURN 
THE CLAIM OF the Arabs that such title 

as the Jews held in Palestine was voided by 
their dispersion for so many centuries is in a 
great measure offset by the fact that the Jews 
in their prayers always kept many allusions 
to their ultimate return. Not the least im-
portant of these prayers (Tal Motor) is re-
cited from December 4th until after the first 
day of Passover. It is a prayer for dew to fall 
in Palestine and is a companion to the prayer 
for sufficient rainfall. 

Talmudic 
Tales 

The Only W a y Out 

By DAVID MORANTZ 

"WILL YOU TELL me," asked 
one of R a b b i Nechuma's pupils, 
"How you have prolonged your life 
to such a ripe old age?" "The an-
swer, my son, is that I have never 
endeavored to attain honor at the 
expense of another's degradation. 
Neither has the remembrance of a 
wrong done to me by day gone to 
bed with me at night." 

Says the Talmud further: 
"The bad thought and envy of 

companions cause the d e a t h of 
men. 

"One who wishes to be forgiven 
must himself forgive. 

"The mercy we show to others, 
Heaven will show to us." 

Due to the interest in "Talmudic 
Tales," 128 of the legends and over 
500 pearls of wisdom have been col-
lected in an attractive book of 195 
pages, autographed by the author. 
Orders at $1.50 may be addressed di-
rect to Mr. Morantz, Grossman Build-
ing, Kansas City, Kan. 

Like A Boat 
On The Sea 

By RABBI HUGO MANTEL 

THE FORCES OF nature and of 
history—providence — are aligned 
with the ideals of j u s t i c e and 
truth. Is it not a matter of daily 
observation that the consequences 
of wickedness are misery, wretch-
edness and suffering? The wrong-
doer, furthermore, creates resent-
ment in the heart of his victim. The 
result is vengeance, feud and in-
creasing natural torture. 

Goodness, kindliness, on the con-
trary, tend to inspire retaliation in 
kind, thus increasing human hap-
pines, harmony and natural love 
and respect. H i s t o r y furnished 
ample proof that any society based 
on social, economic or political in-
justice and corruption meets with 
revolt. The duration of a cruel 
system of government d e p e n d s 
upon the education and intelligence 
of the people. There is, therefore, 
ground for hoping that, despite 
periodical relapses, mankind will 
ultimately achieve the ideal form of 
social living. 

(Copyright for The OUTLOOK) 

A prayer is often a substitute for an effort. Hence 
its efficacy. It should be a guide to our effort. It will 
then accomplish something. 

Plan Open Forum 
An open forum led by Zelda Ru-

benstein will be featured at the 
next meeting of the Southwestern 
District Religious Schools Alumni 
Association this Sunday at the Y. 
M. & W.H.A. 

Rabbi Israel 
Says... 

Prolonging Life 

By RABBI EDWARD L. ISRAEL 

THE SINO-JAPANESE situation 
brings to our minds once more, in 
emphatic manner, the weird and 
deplorable foreign p o l i c y which 
Great Britain has been pursuing 
since the World War. We cannot 
possibly repeat it o f t e n enough. 
Great Britain, more than any other 
power, could have prevented the 
rise of Nazism in Germany. It was 
because she lost the confidence of 
other nations that they failed to 
support her when she appeared to 
be genuinely aroused over the Eth-
iopian affair. They had good reason 
to doubt this genuineness. 

Another great opportunity was 
muffed by Britain when she failed 
to back the United States of Amer-
ica on the one occasion when our 
government seemed ready to take 
a determined stand against militar-
istic aggression. I refer to the 
Stimson action when the Japanese 
invaded Manchuria. It is highly 
questionable whether we would be 
today in the desperate plight in 
which we find ourselves had it not 
been for the peculiar foreign policy 
of England at that moment. 

Urges Popular Boycott 
I ADMIT, OF COURSE, THAT 

(Concluded on Page 10) 

Reformers 
Not Wilful 

By DR. S. B. FREEHOF 

HAD REFORM JUDAISM re-
mained merely a lay movement and 
the process continued to be moti-
vated chiefly by practical or aes-
thetic considerations, Reform Juda-
ism might easily have bceome a 
separate sect broken off by a com-
plete change of observance from the 
rest of Judaism. But the rabbis, be-
ing scholars, kept Reform Judaism 
part of a religion always distin-
guished by learning. 

While most of their innovations 
were opposed by their Orthodox col-
leagues, no one could justly accuse 
them of being irresponsible and wil-
ful. Besides, through their studies 
in the science of Judaism, they justi-
fied many of the changes and thus 
gradually diminished opposition. 

But, above all, loving the tradi-
tion of Judaism, they fought hard 
to keep Reform Judaism from break-
ing away from the community of 
Israel. 

Adapted from Dr. Freehof's book-
let, "What Is Reform Judaism?" 

Joy Crowns Victory 
By DR. ALEXANDER LYONS 

NIETSCHE HAS SAID: At bottom there is only 
joy where there is victory. 

I cannot give this unqualified approval. There are 
joys that parallel surrender. I should say that joy 
crowns victory. This is specially true and applicable 
to the trials of adversity and bereavement. 

Have you a misfortune? Remember your marvelous 
power of recovery in a world of even greater resources. 
Bethink yourself of that the fact that on other occa-
sions of difficulty you prevailed and are still not bank-
rupt materially, morally, or spiritually. Consider also 
that knowing suffering you must be sufficiently un-
selfish to spare others. • 

Know Your Bible! 
By AV YOACHIM 

1. Who was the first man to be called a prophet? 
2. What night is called the "night of watching?" 
3. By what name is the Mediterranean Sea called 

in the Bible? 
4. Of what tribe was Samson a member? 
5. What character in the Bible saved her husband's 

life by deceiving her father? 
(Answers, facing page) 

JEWISH CALENDAR , . 
•Rosh Chodesh Tebeth - — December 6 

Fast of Tebeth December 14 
Rosh Chodesh Shebat January 8 

•Rosh Chodesh Adar I February i 
•Rosh Chodesh Adar II i« 

Fast of Esther : March 18 
p u r i m March 17 
Rosh Chodesh Nisan . 1 - 7 April 2 
Passover (1st day) April 
Passover (7th day) , 

•Rosh Chodesh Iyar „„» 
•Also observed the previous day. Fasts falling on Saturday are 
observed the next day (Sunday) instead. N. C. I C. Ne«. Sbric i 

LIGHT AT NIGHT By BERC 

OF DEMOCRACY 


