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'Dear Parents and,@orthy Congregation,

Todey I teke my place in the presence of this holy congregation as a
chil%(on whom the responsibilities of Jewish life have fallen. From today
on it is my duty to observe the practlces of Judaism, to cultivate the
ideals of our adcestors, to lead a life 1nsp1red by the word of God, which
was given to Israel in our holy J-orah.’f /

In the Sidra/which is resd from the ?orah toda%//we catch a gfﬁpse of
the personality of our forefather, Abraham, when he was already ad;;nced
in age. He commended the respect/and the reverance of all the people in
the midst of whown he dwel‘t.‘bi}_&)? '\\*:[i P‘v«“\\lf (t"\._‘l 'D "You are & prince

\
of God in our midst,™ they said to him when he asked them for a burial

plece in their land after Sargh died. ' The sicere devotion to God which

Abraham had the perfect religious life which he led refined his eharacter/

and enabled his personality to such an extend that noe could help but

% /
admire and rver him. /

Throghout the history of our people'the men and women who are

el ,
faithful to the principles of Judaism commended the respect ofﬁoiiy-Jews

"y lo, Lo Bolled ~voe, 4o QecdcesSn s a meleglon~ /
—— @nd non-Jews, because their QBllgih’Q{fhat Ixxxx trains us 1n morality,

and that fills our minds with a longing for the noblest ideals. In the
literature of our sages we read, Rabbi Simon the Just said: Three things
hold up the world; the Torsh, or the pursuit of knowledge, the service of
God, or the feithfulness to religion, andthe performance of kind acts, or
righteousness toward our fellow-men. Theee other pillars of the world are
enumerated: the truth, justice, and peace. -

With such an understanding of what my religion will be for me, with
such a conception of the beauty of Jewish life, of an illustrious example
of a noble ancestry, I today assume the obligations of a responsible Jew,
end I take my place in fhe congregation of Isreel. 1 shall endeavor to
continue to study our Ibrah, the ethics of our prophets and sages; I shall
endeavor to follow the path of’truth; of Justice, and of loyalty, and to

seek the welfare of my brethren, the people of Israel. 1 am deeply

?Y‘B—te v \ doar
eggaiéﬁii to you, my\par :nts , for the training in Judaism which you havé




e

¢iven me, and I pray to God the Almighty that &E® to make your life happy
and blessed. May my growth to menhood satisfy all the hopes and the
dr-ams that you had of me.

Amen
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