/ - £ WAR DEPARTMENT :
-7 - ‘ - THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
- "IN REPLY R ER TO:
4G é01 Buthan, Arthur E. WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
PC-0 194075

24 July 1945

. Mr, Barry E. Buclman
3030 Jenkin Arcade
Pitteburgh, Pennsylvania

Deay Mr. Buckman:

This is to confirm my telegram %o you, which was sent
regretfully, informing you of the death of your son, Second Lieutenant
Arthur E. Buchman, 0392308, Coast Artillery Corps, and to convey such
information as I can of the circumstances,

From the avallable information it eppeexs that 1619 priscners
of war were embarked 13 December 1944, at Manila on a Japenese vessel,
Presumably for trensfer to Japen. The ship was bambed and sunk in
Subic Bey, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 15 December 1944, After consid-
erable delay there has been received fram the Japenese govermment a
confirmatery report of this sinking, with pertial official lists of
Those lost and of the swrvivors, Nine bundred and forty=-two of the
Prisoners of wer, amcng them your son, sre officially reported
by the Japenese to have lost their lives at the time, OFf the survivors
remaining in the hands of the Japemese fifty-nine are reported to have
died and others %o have been later twansferred to Japen. Only two of
the priscners of wexr aboard are kmown to have evaded recapture and re-
twmed to our forces,

I regret that the known circumstances and the reports received
offer no hope that your son swrvived this catastrophe. He will be
carried on the records of the War Depertument as killed in action
15 December 194k, However his pey will terminste and his accounts will
be closed as of 23 July 1945, the evidence of his death having been re-
ceived in the War Department on that date.

Please know that you have my heartfelt sympathy.
Sincerely yours,
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EDWARD F. WITSELL
Major Gemeral

Acting The Adjutant General of the Army
1 Inclosure
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