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MORRIS KINGSBACHER EIGHTY 
YEARS OLD

On Sunday a testimonial dinner expres­ 
sive of the community's good-will will be 
given for Mr. Morris Kingsbacher, on the 
occasion of his 80th birthday. Mr. Kings­ 
bacher is a man who does not permit himself 
to be influenced by the very bad psychol­ 
ogy contained in the Biblical statement that 
man's life is limited usually to three score 
years and ten, and if by some happy chance 
he should live to be eighty, his years are full 
of all sorts of unpleasant things. We have 
always felt that if the revision of the Bible 
was ever placed in our hands that that's the 
first thing we would eliminate. Mr. Kings­ 
bacher does not coddle himself and we are 
sure that none will enter more actively, 
alertly and enthusiastically into the planned 
celebration than the guest of honor himself. 
He has kept himself young in mind and re­ 
fused to consider himself as an antique ex­ 
hibit, a short-coming that all too many men 
have who attain a heaping measure of years. 

We would call Morris Kingsbacher a very 
useful member of our community. He has 
interested himself in every phase of a com­ 
munity life. When we say that we do mean 
it in a conventional way. If it's a matter of 
religious interest, he takes his place and does 
his duty. If it is a matter of city social club, 
he has worked to develop a representative 
center of that type. If it is a country club, 
he will share the responsibility. So we can 
go into the domain of philanthropic institu­ 
tions and we will see that Mr. Kingsbacher 
will contribute of his service and his means. 
He is not by any means an average man of 
a community, but well above it. And some­ 
times we believe that if society were formed 
of just such individuals who possess a good 
mind, a keen sense of justice, a desire to 
live in harmony with their fellows, who look 
upon the home as the foundation of a sound 
community life, who are willing to co-oper­ 
ate in all movements religious, social and 
philanthropic for the common good, who 
conduct a clean business in a clean way, why 
we think that we would have a pretty decent 
world to live in.

We congratulate Mr. Kingsbacher not 
merely because he has reached the age of 
80, but because all through those years he 
has been a valuable member of our com­ 
munity.

WHY JEWISH JOURNALS?

Some careless persons affect a light atti­ 
tude toward the Jewish press, yet after all 
the Jewish journal is a very useful agency in 
Jewish life. We have just read Editor Ros- 
enthal's ten reasons in the "Modern View" 
why the Jewish people should maintain Jew­ 
ish journals. The reasons are so good that 
we believe they should be given the widest 
publicity.

1. You enlarge your knowledge of Jew­ 
ish affairs and Judaism.

2. You keep in touch with your people— 
the Jewish people and their prog­ 
ress.
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3. You learn where and how the Jewish 

people are appreciated or mis­ 
treated.

4. You maintain useful mediums for dis­ 
semination of all Jewish news.

5. You stimulate the better understanding 
of the Jew by Jew and non-Jew, 
and the solidarity of the Jew.

6. You gain a wider Jewish horizon and 
viewpoint.

7. You learn intelligently to meet and an­ 
swer anti-Semitism.

8. You learn to promote Jewish interests 
and deeper Jewish consciousness.

9. You give your children and yourself 
a course in current Jewish history.

10. You strengthen yourself to bear the 
burden of being a Jew.

HANNUKAH

The Festival of Lights in the Diaspora 
meets some exceedingly distracting influ­ 
ences that makes us wonder at times that it 
is able to intrigue the attention and interest 
of the younger generation to the extent that 
it does. Youth is youth and human nature 
still remains quite human, so with the amaz­ 
ing Christmas celebration, in the center of 
which the Jew finds himself willy nilly, it is 
reasonable to suppose that practically the 
Hannukah lights would become somewhat 
dimmed by comparison. We are referring, 
of course, only to the externals. But the 
"Light of Hannukah" still burns with the 
consistency and intensity of the light that so 
miraculously survived for eight days in the 
Temple which had been defiled by the 
Syrians. Generally speaking the Jews seems 
less given to those externalities that so em­ 
phasize the religious expressions of our neigh­ 
bors. The Jew withdraws and seems to hold 
a more intimate communion with his God.

So we sometimes think that the extrava­ 
gant celebration of Christmas in a measure 
defeats its very purpose and whatever relig­ 
ious significance it holds for the Christian is 
in a large measure lost sight of. While as 
we suggested the celebration of Christmas 
has to a certain extent dimmed the lustre and 
the interest of the material side of Han­ 
nukah, yet perhaps the Jews get more of the 
worth-while values out of their festival than 
do their neighbors.

The name of the Maccabees should arrest 
the interest of the Jewish youth even though 
he might be a religious indifferentist. Judas 
Maccabeus was a brave warrior and he won 
in a way that elicits admiration of the youth­ 
ful mind and heart, namely, over tremendous 
odds. Here we have a small band of men 
inspired to recapture their city and temple 
from unclean tenants who had defiled every­ 
thing held most sacred by the Jews. They 
had to fight well trained soldiers whose repu­ 
tation put fear into the hearts of all except 
the very bravest. And the Maccabees hap­ 
pened to belong to this latter group. So 
they went forth and overcame the terrifying 
enemy. It was an extraordinary victory. 
And regardless of the legends and the myths 
that of a necessity attend such epochal per­ 
formances in every phase of human activity,

there is enough of historical accuracy in the 
Maccabean story to make every Jew share 
with pride in the achievement. And we note 
too that the Jew of today, having emerged 
from the Ghetto and assuming a more erect 
posture, is catching some of the Maccabean 
spirit. He does not seem content to stand 
and permit stronger adversaries to overcome 
him. But he is fighting back. Not all the 
time in a physical way, but fighting for his
faith and his people just the same.

The Hannukah Lights should kindle in
the heart of every Jew a courage to fight for
the things that are sacred. Sometimes the
enemy is himself.

THE ACADEMIC BOYCOTT

In the current issue of "The Reflex", the 
national Jewish magazine, there is a discus­ 
sion of the discrimination against Jewish 
professors in our leading universities. In 
fact, the writer points out that in free Amer­ 
ica the Jews have far less representation on 
the teaching staffs of the higher institutions 
of learning than in Europe, Russia and Hun­ 
gary excepted. It is true that Harvard and 
Yale and Princeton and some of the other 
colleges have a Jewish professor or two, but 
the representation is completely dispropor­ 
tionate to the number of Jewish scholars elig­ 
ible for such positions. And the interesting 
part of it all is that most of these Jewish 
professors are not full professors, but either 
assistants or lecturers. It stands to reason 
that if privately endowed universities do not 
choose Jewish members of the faculty, it 
cannot be helped; we must take our medi­ 
cine. But with state universities and those 
like the College of the City of New York, 
which are supported by the taxpayers, there 
the Jew should be given a larger opportu­ 
nity. It is amazing that in New York City, 
where the Jews are such a factor in civic life, 
that in the College of the City of New York 
not a Jew has been able to get a full pro­ 
fessorial chair! In fact we are given to 
understand that the Jew is most flagrantly 
discriminated against. A well known Jew, 
a professor in a leading university in New 
York, once said to us that there is a real 
prejudice against Jewish professors in most 
universities. Here and there an exception 
may be noted. But other members of the 
faculty show their anti-Semitism very notice­ 
ably. It has been suggested that I'/hile the 
Jews should not take part in politics as Jews, 
yet why they contribute a large percentage 
of taxes to maintain certain city and state 
colleges that they should exert themselves as 
citizens and taxpayers to see that an aca­ 
demic boycott should not be instituted 
against the Jewish scholar.


