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A Filipinofor grandmother
By NECHEMIA MEYERS

Our neighbors, the Segals, are grateful that 
there is unemployment in the Philippines. 

For it brought Linda to Rehovot, where she takes 
care of Ilan Segal's 86-year-old, severely crippled 
grandmother. _______________

This permits the elderly 
1'ady to go on living in the 
familiar surroundings of 
her own 
apartment 
and also i 
saves the 
S e g a 1' s j 
money; 
putting her 
into a nurs­ 
ing home, 
the only vi­ 
able alter­ 
native, would have been 
twice as expensive. Linda, 
28, is a qualified book­ 
keeper, but she couldn't 
get a job in that field or 
any other back in Manila. 
So like millions of other 
Filipinos, she sought em­ 
ployment as a domestic
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servant outside her home­ 
land.

She would have gone 
to work almost anywhere 
in order to send a few 
hundred dollars a month 
back to her family, but, 
as a devout Catholic, she 
was particularly pleased 
to come to the Holy 
Land.

This allows her to wor­ 
ship with other Filipinos 
every Sunday at stately 
St. Anthony's Church in 
Jaffa as well as to visit 
holy sites in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth and 
the Sea of Galilee area.

There'are some 4,000 
legal Lindas in this coun­ 
try, namely men and

women from the Philip- 
ines who have work per­ 
mits from Israel's Ministry 
of Labor. In addition, there 
are probably several times 
that many illegal Lindas, 
most of whom came in as 
tourists and simply re­ 
mained.

The latter have no 
trouble finding work, as 
affluent Israelis are eager 
to employ these unobtru­ 
sive, English-speaking 
people, permits or not. 
Also easily finding em­ 
ployment are thousands 
of Africans in the Tel Aviv 
area, very few of whom 
are here legally. Some 
come in as stowaways or 
are smuggled into the 
country by Sinai 
Bedouin; others enter on 
one pretext or another.

For example, a slick op­ 
erator in Ghana was re­ 
cently able to convince

the Foreign Ministry that 
visas should be issued to 
50 of his countrymen so 
that they could learn ad­ 
vanced Israeli agricultur­ 
al techniques in prepara­ 
tion for setting up an 
experimental farm back 
home. The 50 showed up 
in Israel, but not at the 
settlement where they 
were to be trained; they 
were eventually appre­ 
hended and deported.

Many foreign workers 
from Eastern Europe and 
the Far East enter the 
country legally, largely to 
do construction and agri­ 
cultural work formerly 
done by Palestinians and 
still shunned by Israelis.

Visas have been issued 
to over 50,000 of them, 
and both contractors and 
farmers are clamoring for 
more to be issued. As a 
result, most cities now

have large concentra­ 
tions of "guest workers,"" 
who become particularly 
visible on the weekends 
when they congregate at 
certain cafes, drink them­ 
selves into a stupor and 
sometimes get into 
brawls.

It is not a pretty pic­ 
ture, and it could get ugli­ 
er still should these men, 
here on their own, lose 
control over their desire 
for women. In that re­ 
spect, it was easier work­ 
ing with Palestinians, 
who went home to their 
wives and families at the 
end of the day or week.

But in the present at­ 
mosphere of suspicion, it 
is hard to visualize mass­ 
es of Palestinians being 
brought back-and the Fil­ 
ipinos, Ghanaians, Thais, 
Poles and Rumanians 
being sent home.

Government will 
Import Filipinos

The Government it­ 
self has now decided to 
import hundreds of Fil­ 
ipinos to take care of 
geriatric patients in 
their own homes.

Thousands of them 
have been waiting for 
admission to geriatric 
hospitals, but there are 
not enough places in 
those institutions for 
lack of Government 
funding. So rather than 
put up more hospitals, 
where it costs some 
$2000 a month to treat 
a patient, the Govern­ 
ment will bring in Fil- 
ipino caretakers, the 
cost of whom, including 
airfare, is $1200 a 
month.
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Damaging views

To The Editor:

Jay Bushinsky's recent article in the 
Chronicle raises more doubts about the 
judgment of the author than about the 
emerging peace initiative with Syria. For 
example, he asserts that President Clin­ 
ton is "pushing hard" for a deal that 
would force Israel to abandon its first 
strike capability.

This stands in stark contrast to the as­ 
surances of Ehud Barak, Foreign Minis­ 
ter and former Israeli Defense Forces 
Chief of Staff, that no deal would be 
signed with Syria unless there are iron­ 
clad security provisions that will make a 
Syrian first strike impossible.

Barak has told the Knesset that Israel 
seeks "mutual demilitarization zones, 
thinning of forces... the gathering of in­ 
telligence by aerial and satellite photog­ 
raphy... early warning stations, open 
phone lines between officers and per­ 
sonnel on both sides, mutual visits, reg­ 
ular and unexpected inspections, and of 
course, peace, with accompanying 
tourism and cooperation, which we all 
know places certain limitation (sic) on 
freedom of military action in general and 
surprise attacks in particular." Similar 
steps have made the Israeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty work for over 15 years.

In addition to the doubts that Mr. 
Bushinsky raises about the peace agree­ 
ment implementation, he suggests that 
Israel's long standing alliance with 
America will undermine Israel's security 
and independence. While conceding 
that Israel and the U.S. have had, at 
times, diverging agendas, the rela­ 
tionship has a long, successful history 
since David Ben-Gurion's ad­ 
ministration.

Any reasonable observer realized the 
value of the Israel-U.S. alliance to both 
parties. The Gulf War, the Iraqi missile at­ 
tacks on Israel, the conservative Israeli 
Government's agreement not to retaliate, 
and the deployment of Patriot missiles in­ 
tended to protect Israelis have only 
strengthened the trusting bond between 
the two countries. The fact that Israel can 
be attacked from hundreds of miles away 
reduces the significance of large buffer 
zones to her security.

Nor do pre-emptive strikes auto­ 
matically bring security in their wake. 
Consider the over 1000 Israelis killed in 
the invasion of Lebanon.

Yet, as traumatic as war has been for 
Israel, one would be hard pressed to 
think of an outcome more dangerous to 
Israel's security or more gratifying to Is­ 
rael's enemies than a serious rupture in 
the American-Israeli relationship.

Having endured the terror of the 
Katyusha attacks as an Israeli civilian, 
and combat with the Syrian army as an 
Israeli soldier, I urge Mr. Bushinsky to 
consider carefully before publicly ex­ 
pressing views that could damage Is­ 
rael's security.

Sam Flesher 
Pittsburgh

Ethiopian plight

To The Editor:

Your excellent summary of the issues 
underlying the recent demonstration by 
Ethiopian Jews (Chronicle, Feb. 15) con­ 
tained one significant omission. Our 
community is extremely concerned 
about the situation of 3,400 of its mem­ 
bers who for six years have been living 
in Addis Ababa under appalling condi­ 
tions, awaiting permission to leave for 
Israel. Many have close relatives in Is­ 
rael including soldiers serving in the Is­ 
raeli defense forces.

While previously challenged by an Is­ 
raeli ministerial committee, their eligi­ 
bility for emigration under Israel's Law 
of Return is now beyond question. In 
1993, a committee of the Chief Rab­ 
binate recognized them as a Jewish com­ 
munity. Recently, the National Religious 
Party issued an urgent appeal to Prime 
Minister Peres to bring them to Israel 
immediately since "they are without 
doubt part of Israel and live as Jews in 
all respects."

The Ethiopian Community in Israel 
cannot conceive of any legitimate rea­ 
son why the secular, supposedly more 
liberal Labor and Meretz Cabinet Minis­ 
ters, who control immigration and ab­ 
sorption, continue to deny that the 
members of this strictly Orthodox Jew­ 
ish community qualify for Israeli citizen­

ship under the Law of Return.
The government's recalcitrance on 

this issue and its devotion of the most 
meager resources to the emigration of 
those few Ethiopian Jews who qualify 
under its highly restrictive criteria is in­ 
defensible. It has caused great suffering 
in Addis Ababa and has lead to great 
anger in the Ethiopian Community in Is­ 
rael, explaining in part the unprecedent­ 
ed demonstration in Jerusalem.

Abraham Negussie,
The South Wing to Zion,

Jerusalem, Israel

A Coyne toss

To The Editor:

I was shocked to read the February 1 
issue of The Jewish Chronicle and to 
find in there an advertisement entitled 
"Coyne Votes Against Israel Aid." 
Knowing Coyne's record of consistent 
support for Israel, it was astonishing to 
me that someone would run for his seat 
in Congress on the grounds that he 
voted against Israel aid.

It is clear to me that Coyne is, and has 
always been, a great friend of Israel.

For anyone to think that Coyne is anti- 
Israel because of a single vote against a 
particular bill is to overlook the tremen­ 
dous record that he has of support for 
Israel.

Leonard M. Mendelson 
Pittsburgh

Opinions expressed are not The 
Chronicle's. The Chronicle wel­ 
comes Letters to the Editor. They 
must carry the full name, address 
and phone number of the writer. If 
requested, pen names may be used 
at the editor's discretion. Keep let­ 
ters brief. The Chronicle reserves 
the right to edit or omit letters. Send 
letters to The Jewish Chronicle, 
5600 Baum Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 
15206, or via email to 6859125@mci- 
mail.com.

An obverse side

To the Editor:

In the February 1 edition of the Chron­ 
icle, an advertisement appeared from 
14th Congressional District candidate 
Dan Cohen, in which he rightfully criti­ 
cized his opponent, incumbent Con­ 
gressman William Coyne, for his failure 
to support recent legislation which 
would have restarted the federal gov­ 
ernment and provided to Israel its allo­ 
cated and expected $3 billion in aid.

As we are all aware, our foreign aid al­ 
location to Israel is an investment not 
only in the Jewish state, but in democra­ 
cy and stability in the volatile Middle 
East. Much of the money we provide 
also returns to help the United States in 
many ways.

I would have expected Congressman 
Coyne to quickly offer a detailed expla­ 
nation of why he would vote against Is­ 
rael, and against resuming government 
operations. Instead, Coyne simply pro­ 
vided an advertisement listing past 
votes he has cast which would seem to 
favor Israel, ignoring the question of 
why he voted against Israel this time!

While Mr. Coyne appraises us of past 
votes he apparently is proud of, I won­ 
der if he will also remind his con­ 
stituents, many of whom surely have not 
followed his voting record as closely as I 
have, of votes he should be ashamed to 
have cast.

Oren M. Spiegler 
Squirrel Hill

Working class

To The Editor- 

In the January 25th edition of The 
Chronicle, the letter by Saul Osachy 
mentioned the treatment of some em­ 
ployees by the JCC, in which many were 
discharged and others changed from full 
time to part time.
.-Very little consideration was shown to 
many conscientious, loyal, competent 
and under-paid employees. This was Mr. 
Osachy's opinion and anyone is entitled 
to that.

Yetta Oberfield, 
Pittsburgh
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